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ARTICLES 


b  F 

Charge  of  High  Crimes  and 
Mifdemeanors, 

Against 

WARREN  HASTINGS,  EsOt 

Late  Governor  General  of  Bengal; 

Vrefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Comntens^  on  the  ^th  Day  of  April 

1785, 

By  the  Right  Hon.  EDMUND  BtJRKE. 


LONDON: 

PRIKTEI)    FOR   J.    DEBRETT,    OPPOSITE    BURLINGTON" 
HOUSE,    PICCADILLY, 

M,DCC,   LXXXVjt. 

rJ 


The  words  in  Italics,  and  thofe  enclos- 
ed by  inverted  commas,  are  cxtraded  from 
authorities,  preferved  in  the  recordw^  of  the 
Honourable  the  Eaft  India  Company ;  re- 
ferences to  which  will  be  given  at  the  con- 
clufiono 
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ARTICLES 


O    F 


^large  of  High  Crimes  and 
Mifdemeanors, 

AG  A  INST 

WARREN  HASTINGS,  Esq^ 


No-  I. 

rHAT  the  Court  of  Direftors  of  the  Eaft  India 
Company,  from  a  jiift  fenfe  of  the  danger  and 
'Yium  incident  to  the  extenfion  of  their  conquefts  in 
e  Eaft  Indies,  and  from  an  experience  of  the  dif- 
'ders  and  corrupt  pradices,  which  intrigues  and  ne- 
3ciations  to  bring  about  revolutions  among  the  coun- 
y  powers  had  produced,  did  pofitively  and  repeated- 
dire(5l  their  fervants  in  Bengal  not  to  engage  in  any 
fenfive  war  whatfoever  : — That  the  faid  Court  laid  it 
)wn  as  an  invariable  maxim y  which  ought  ever  to  be 
atntained,  that  they  were  to  avoid  taking  fart  in  the  po- 
ical  JVhemes  of  any  of  the  country  princes  -,  and  did,  in 
irticular,  order  and  dired:,  that  they  Ihould  not  en- 
ige  with  a  certain  Prince  called  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  Na- 
:)b  of  Oude,  and  Vizier  of  the  Empire,  in  any  ope- 
tions,  beyond  certain  limits  in  the  faid  orders  fpecially 
^Icribed. 

B  That 


6  ARTICLE      L 

That  Warren  Haftings,  Efquire,  then  Governor  oi 
Fort  William  in  Bengal,  did,  with  other  Members  01 
the  Council,  declare  his  clear  underflanding  ©f  the 
true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  Taid  pofitive  and  re- 
peated orders  and  injundions; — did  exprefs  to  the 
Court  of  Diredors  his  approbation  of  the  policy  there- 
of; — did  declare,  that  he  adopted  the  fame  with  Jincert- 
ty  and  f'AtisfaElion^  and  that  he  was  too  zvell  aware  of  th 
ruinous  tendency  of  all  fchemss  of  conquefi^  ever  to  adopi 
the^y  or  ever  to  depart  from  the  ahfolute  line  of  f elf -de- 
fence, unlefs  impelled  to  it  by  the  moft  obvious  neceffity  ; — 
did  fi^Tnify  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude  the  i^id  orders,  and 
his  obligation  to  yield  punctual  obedience  thereto  : 
and  did  folemnly  engage  and  promife  to  the  Court  oi 
Dire<5Vors,  with  the  unanimous  concurrence  of  the  wholt 
Council,  ''  That  no  objed:  or  confideration  fhoulc 
**'  either  tempt  or  compel  him  to  pafs  the  political  line 
^^  which  they  (the  Directors)  had  laid  down  for  hi; 
**  operations  with  the  Vizier  ;"  afluring  the  Court  oi 
Diredors,  tkvt  he  ^*  fcarce  faw  a  poffible  advantage, 
*^  Which  could  compenfate  the  hazard  and  expence  t( 

"  be  incurred   by  a  contrary  condud: :" That  hi 

did  frequently  repeat  the  fame  declarations,  or  declar 
ations  to  the  fame  eiFtcu,  particularly  in  a  letter  to  th< 
Nabob  himfelf  of  the  2zd  of  November  1773,  in  the 
following  words  t  "  The  commands  of  my  fuperion 
*'  are,  iS  I  havc^  repeatedly  informed  you,  peremptor}^ 
^^  that  I  fhall  not  lufFer  their  arms  to  be  carried  beyond 
**  the  line  of  their  own  boundaries,  and  thofe  of  yom 
*'  Excelicncy  thtir  Ally." 

That  thefdid  Warren  Hafl:ings,  in  dired  contradic- 
tion to  the  laid  orders,  and  to  his  own  fenfe  of  theii 
propriety  and  coercive  i*uthor:ty,  and  in  breach  of  his 
exprefs  promifes  and  engr;gements,  did,  in  September 
1773,  en^er  into  a  private  engagement  with  the  faid 
Nabob  of  Oude,  who  was  the  fpecial  objed  of  the 
prohibition,  to  furnilh  him,  for  a  flipulated  fum  oi 
money,  to  be  paid  to  the  Eaft  India  Company,  with 
a  body  of  troops,  for  the  declared  purpofe  -oi 
'^  thorougly  extirpating  the  nation  of  the  Rohiilas  ;" — 

a  na- 


ARTICLE      I.  7 

a  fiat'on,  from  whom  the  Company  had  never  receiv- 
ed, or  pretended  to  receive  cr  apprehend,  an','  injury 
whatfoever  ;  v/hofe  country,  in  the  monta  of  Fc  ;uary 
177^,  by  an  unanimous  Refolution  of  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings  and  nis  Council,  was  included  \r  tie  line  of 
defence  againft  theMaratt^ts,  and  from  whom  the  Na- 
bob  never  complained  of  an  aggrehion  or  a.'^  of  hof- 
tility,  nor  pretended  a  didind  caufe  of  quarrel,  other 
than  the  non-paynenc  of  a  fum  of  monC;  in  dispute 
between  him   anti  that  people. 

That  fuppoiir^g  the  fum  of  mone>  in  qucilion  to 
have  been  (tridi/  due  to  the  fliid  N?.bob,  by  virtue  of 
any  engagement  between  him  and  the  Rchilla  Chiefs, 
the  Eaft  India  Company ,  o^  thrir  reprciC'^^ativr^,  were 
not  parties  to  that  engagrmer  t,  or  guarantees  thereof, 
nor  bound  by  any  obligation  whatevi:*  to  enforce  the 
execution  of  it. 

That,  previous  to  the  faid  Warrtn  Ha*.  ng?'s  enter- 
tering  into  the  agreement  or  bargain  forefaid...  to  eyt'r- 
pate  the  faid  nation,  he  did  not  rna^t ,  01  .aijfc  61  be 
made,  a  due  enquiry  into  the  validitv  of  th  ibie  ..re- 
text  ufed  by  the  iaid  Nabob  ;  nor  did  he  give  notic^^  of 
the  faid  claims  of  ckbt  to  the  nation  of  the  Rt  hillas, 
in  order  to  receive  an  explanation  on  their  part  of  the 
matter  in  litigation,  nor  did  he  offer  any  mediation, 
nor  propofe,  nor  afford  an  opportunity  of  p  -pofing, 
an  agreement  or  fubmiiiion,  by  which  the  calaini;ijs  of 
war  might  be  avoided  ;  as,  by  the  high  itite  m  which 
the  Eaft  India  Company  ftood  as  a  Sovereign  Povvcr  in 
the  Eaft,  and  the  honour  and  charader  it  ought  to 
maintain,  as  v/ell  as  by  the  principles  of  equiry  and 
humanity,  and  by  the  true  and  obvious  policy  of 
uniting  the  power  of  the  Mahometan  Princes  againft 
the  Marattas,  he  wasriDOund  to  do  :  That,  inftead  of 
fuch  previous  enquiry,  or  tender  of  go  d  offices,  the 
faid  Warren  Haltings  iid  ftimulate  the  •  r^bition  and 
ferocity  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  to  the  fs}\  completion 
of  the  inhuman  end  of  the  (da  unjuftinable  -  vtr- 
prize,  by  informing  him,  ^^  that  it  woula  be  ablolute- 

B  2  ''  ly 


S  ARTICLE      I. 

*^  ly  neceflary  to  perfcvere  in  it  until  it  Ihouldbe  acr 
*^  complipied  ;"  pretending,  that  a  fear  of  the  Corn- 
pany*s  dif]f)leafure  was  his  motive  for  annexing  the  ac- 
complifliment  of  the  enterprize  as  a  condition  of  his 
afTiftance,  and  aflerting,  '^  that  he  could  not  hazard  or 
*^  anfwer  for  the  difpleafure  of  the  Company,  his  mat 
5^  ters,  if  they  fhould  find  themfelves  involved  in  a, 
*'  fruitlefs  war,  or  in  an  expence  for  profecuting  it ;" 
a  pretence  tending  to  the  high  diflionour  of  the  Eaft 
India  Company,  as  if  the  gain  to  be  acquired  was  to 
reconcile  that  body  to  the  breach  of  their  own  orders, 
prohibiting  all  fuch  enterprizes.  And  in  order  fur- 
ther to  involve  the  fa;d  Nabob  beyond  the  power  of 
retreating,  he  did,  in  the  courfe  of  the  proceeding, 
purpoftly  put  the  faid  Nabob  under  difficulties  in  cafe 
he  fhould  decline  that  war,  and  did  oblige  him  to  ac- 
cept even  the  permifTion  to  relinquilh  the  execution  qf 
this  unjufl  projtft  as  a  favour,  and  to  make  concejjio,ns 
for  it ;  thereby  adding  as  if  the  Company  were  prin- 
cipals in  the  hoflility;  and  ernploying  for  this  purpofe 
much  double  dealing,  and  divers  unworthy  artifices, 
to  entangle  and  perplex  the  faid  Nabob,  but  by 
means  of  which  he  found  himfelf  (as  he  has  entered  it 
on  Record)  hampered^  c^nd  mkarraffed  in  a  particular 
manner. 

That  the  faid  compadl  foroffenfive  alliance  In  favour 
of  a  great  Prince,  againfl  a  confiderable  nation,  was 
not  carried  on  by  projects  and  counttr-projedls  in  writ- 
ing ;  nor  were  the  articles  and  conditions  thereof  form- 
ed into  any  regular  v^ritteh  inflrument,  figned  and 
fealed  by  the  parties  ;  but  the  whole  (both  thenegocia- 
tion  and  the  compad  of  offenfive  alliance  againll  the 
Rohillas)  was  a  mere  verbal  engagement,  the  purport 
end  conventions  whereof  no  where  appeared,  except  in 
fubftquent  correfpondence,  in  which  certain  of  the 
Articles,  as  they  were  {lated  by  the  feveral  parties,  did 
materially  differ; — a  proceeding  new  and  unprece- 
dented, and  dire6lly  leading  to  rputqal  mifconftruc- 
pon,  evafion,  and  ill  faith,  and  tending  to  encourage 
and  protedt  every  fpeci#s  of  corrupt,  cl^ndeitine  prac- 
tice :— ' 


ARTICLE      I,  9 

>rtee: — That,  at  the  time  when  this  private  verbal  a- 
grcement  was  made  by  the  faid  Warren  Flail  in  gs  with 
the  Nabob  of  Oude,  a  public  oilenfible  treaty  was 
concluded  by  him  vvith  the  faid  Nabob,  in  which  there 
is  no  mention  whatever  of  fuch  agreement,  or  reference 
whatever  to  ft ;  in  defence  of  which  omiffion,  it  is  af- 
ferted  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  that  the  multipUca^ 
ft  on  of  treaties  zveakens  their  efficacy ,  and  therefore  they 
fhould  he  referred  only  for  very  important  and  permanent 
obligations:,  notwithftanding  he  had  previoufly  declared 
to  the  faid  Nabob,  ''  that  the  points,  which  he  had 
f'  propofed,  required  much  confideration,  and  the  pre- 
*^  vious  ratification  of  a  formal  agreement  before  he 
.^^  could  confenc  to  them," — That  the  whole  of  the 
faid  verbal  agreement  with  the  Nabob  of  Qude  in  his 
own  perfon^  without  any  affiftance  on  his  part,  was 
carried  on  and  concluded  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings 
i^lone,  without  any  perfon  who  might  witneis  the  fame; 
without  the  intervention  even  of  an  interpreter,  though 
he  confelTes  that  he  fpoke  the  Hindoftan  language  im- 
perfe^ly,  and  although  he  had  with  him  at  that  time 
and  place,  feveral  perfon s  high  in  the  Company's  (&Cr 
vice  and  confidence-,  namely,  the  Commander  in  Ch'ef 
of  their  forces,  two  members  q^  their  Council,  and  the 
Secretary  to  the  Council,  who  were  not  othervvife  ac- 
quainted with  the  proceedings  between  him  and  the 
faid  Nabob,  than  by  fuch  communicatioris  as  he 
thought  fit  to  make  to  them. 

That  the  objecft  avowed  by  the  fajd  Warren  Haftings, 
and  the  motives  urged  by  him,  for  employing  the 
Britifh  arms  in  the  utter  extirpation  of  the  Rohilla  na- 
tion, arc  dated  by  himfelf  in  the  following  terms: 
*^  The  acquifition  of  forty  lacks  of  rupees  to  the  Com-r 
''  pany,  and  of  fo  much  fpecie  added  to  theexhaufted 
^'  currency  of  our  Provinces ; — that  it  would  give 
"  wealth  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  of  which  we  fhould 
*'  participate  ; — that  the  faid  Warren  Haftings ^i?/^/i 
^'  always  be  ready  to  profefs  that  he  did  reckon  the^ 
^'  probable  acquifition  of  wealth  among  his  reafons 
f*  for  taking  up  arms  againft  his  neighbours; — that  it 

^'  would 
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^^  would  eafe  the  Company  of  a  confiderable  part  of 
*^  thtir  military  expence,  and  preferve  their  troops  from 
^^  ina6lion  and  relaxation  of  diicipline,- — that  the  weak 
"  Hate  of  the  Rohillas  promiicd  an  eafy  conqueft  of 
*^  them  ;  and,  finixily,  tha^  fuch  was  his  idea  of  the 
^^  Company's  diftrcis  ^t  home,  aided  to  his  know- 
^'  ledge  of  their  wants  abroad,  that  he  fhould  have 
"  been  glad  of  ^«jy  occafion  to  employ  their  forces, 
^^  which  favcd  fo  much  of  their  pay  and  expences."' 

That,  in  the  private  verbal  agreement  a^orefaid,  for 
offenfive  war,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  tranlgrefs 
the  bounds  of  the  authority  given  him  by  his  inftruc* 
tions  from  the  Council  of  F*ort  William,  which  had 
limited  his  powers  to  fuch  compa6ls  ^'  as  were  con- 
^^  fiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  the  Company's  orders  ;" 
which  Council  he  afterwards  perfuaded,  and  with  dif- 
ficulty drew  into  an  acquiefcence  in  what  he  had 
done. 

That  the  agreement,  to  the  effcd  aforefaid,  was 
fettled  in  the  faid  fecret  conferences,  before  the  loth 
of  September  1773  ;  but  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
concealing  from  the  Court  of  Diredtors  a  matter  of 
"which  it  was  his  duty  to  afford  them  the  earliefl  and 
fuUeft  information,  did,  on  the  faid  loth  of  Septern- 
ber  1773,  write  to  the  Diredors,  and  difpatched  his 
letter  over  land,  giving  them  an  account  of  the  public 
treaty,  but  takmg  not  the  leaft  notice  of  his  agree- 
ment for  a  mercenary  war  againft  the  nation  of  the 
Rohillas. 

That,  in  order  to  conceal  the  true  purport  of  thq 
faidclandcfiinc  agreement  the  more  efftdtually,  and 
until  he  fhould  find  means  of  gaining  over  the  reft  of 
the  Council  to  a  concurrence  in  his  difobedience  of 
orders,  he  entered  a  minute  in  the  Council  Books, 
giving  a  falfe  account  of  the  tranfadiion  ;  in  which 
minute  he  reprefented,  that  the  Nabob  had  indeed 
propofed  the  defign  aforefaid,  and  that  he  (the  faid 
Warren  Haftings)  was  plea  fed  that  he  urged  the  fcheme 

of 
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of  this  expsdttion  no  further ;  when,  in  reality  and  truth, 
he  had  abfelutely  confented  to  the  faid  enterprize,  and 
had  engaged  to  affift  him  in  it  (which  he  afterwards 
admitted)  and  confefled  that  he  did  ad  in  confequence 
of  the  fame. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  and  his  Council 
were  fenfible  of  the  true  nature  of  the  enterprize  in 
which  they  had  engaged  the  Company's  arms,  and  of 
the  heavy  refponfibilitv  to  which  it  would  fubjed: 
himfelf  and  the  Council,  "  the  perfonal  hazard  they, 
*'  the  Council,  run,  in  undertaking  fo  uncommon  a 
*^  meafure,  without  pqfitive  inftru6lions,  at  their  own 
"  rifk,  with  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation  on  the  affairs 
*'  of  the  Company,  and  the  paflions  and  prejudices  of 
^^  almoft  every  man  in  England  inflamed  againft  the 
«  condud  of  the  Company,  and  the  character  of  its 
"  fervants ;" — yet  they  engaged  in  the  very  pradlice, 
which  had  brought  fuch  odium  on  the  Company,  and 
on  the  charadler  of  its  fervants,  though  they  further 
fay,  that  they  had  continually  before  their  eyes,  the 
dread  of  forfeiting  the  favour  of  their  employers^  and  be- 
coming the  ''  objed-s  of  popular  inved.ves."  The  faid 
Warren  Haftings  himfelf  fays,  at  the  very  time  when 
he  propofed  the  mealure,  "  I  mull  confefs,  I  enrer- 
"  tain  fome  doubts  as  to  its  expediency  at  this  time, 
"  from  the  circumftances  of  the  Company  at  home, 
'^  expofed  to  popular  clamour,  and  all  its  meafures 
*'  liable  to  be  canvaffed  in  Parliament;  their  charter 
"  drawing  to  a  clofe,  and  his  Majefty's  Minifters 
^'  unqueftionably  ready  to  take  advantage  of  every 
<^  unfavourable  circumftance  in  the  negotiations  of 
*'  its  renewal."  Ail  thefe  confiderations  did  not  pre- 
vent the  faid  Warren  Haftings  from  making  and 
carrying  into  execution  the  faid  mercenary  agreement 
forafum  of  money,  the  payment  of  which'the  Na- 
bob endeavoured  to  evade  on  a  conftruilion  of  the 
verbal  treaty;  and  was  fo  far  from  being  innded  on, 
as  it  ought  to  have  been,  by  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings, that  when,  after  the  completion  of  ths  fcrvice, 
the  Commander  in  Chief  was  dircifted  to  make  a  de- 
mand 
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mand  of  the  money,  the  agent  of  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings  at  the  fame  time  allured  the  Nabob,  '^  that 
"  the  demand  was  nothing  more  than  matter  of  form, 
"  common,  and  even  neceffary  in  all  public  tranfac- 
**  tions ;  and  that,  although  the  Board  confidered  the 
*'  claim  of  the  Governmtnt  literally  due,  it  was  not 
^'  the  intention  of  a;dminiflrati6n  to  prefcrrbe  to  his 
*'  Excellency  the  mode^  or  even  limits  of  payment  J*  Nor 
w^as  any  part  of  the  money  recovered  until  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council  by  Adt 
of  Parliament,  and  their  determination  to  withdraw 
the  brig-ade  from  the  Nabob's  ftrvice  ;  the  Refident  at 
his  Court,  appointed  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
having  written  that  he  had  experienced  much  duplicity  and 
deceit  in  moft  of  his  tranfki5iions  with  his  Excellency ;  and 
the  faid  Nabob  and  his  fuccelTors  failing  back  in 
other  payments  in  the  fame  or  greater  proportion,  as 
he  advanced  in  the  payment  of  this  debt ;  the  conh- 
(Jeration  of  hicre  to  the  Company,  the  declared  mo- 
tive to  this  ihamcful  tranfa6lion,  totally  failed,  and  no^ 
money  in  effeft  and  fubftance  (as  far  as  by  any  ac- 
count to  be  depended  on  appears)  has  been  obtained. 

That  the  faid  Nabob  of  Oude  did,  in  confequence 
of  the  faid  agreement,  and  with  the  affiftance  of  Bri- 
ti(h  troops,  which  were  ordered  to  march,  and  fub- 
jedted  to  his  difpofal  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings 
and  the  Council,  unjuftly  enter  into  and  invade  the^ 
country  of  the  Rohilias,  and  did  there  make  war  in  a 
barbarous  and  inhuman  manner,  ''  by  an  abufe  of 
^^  vidory  •/'  "  by  the  unnecelTary  deftru6tion  of  the 
^^  country  ;"  "  by  a  wanton  difplay  of  violence  and 
'*  opprefTion,  of  inhumanity  and  cruelty -/'and  '^  by  the 
*'  fiidden  expulfion  and  cafting  down  of  an  whole  race 
**  of  pcvopie,  to  whom  the  llighteil  benevolence  was 
*^  denied."  Whfrn  prayer  was  made  not  to  diilionouF 
the  Be^;um  (a  Princefs  of  great  rank,  whofe  hulband 
had  been  killed  in  battle)  and  other  women,  by  drag- 
ginT'  them  about  the  country^  to  he  loaded  with  the  jioffs  of 
the  Nabob's  rabble^  and  otherwife  fill  ivorfe  ufed  -,  the 
Nabob  refufed  to   iii;en  to  the  intreaues  of  a  Britifh 

Commander 


A   R    T    I    C    L    E     I.  13 

Commander  in  Chief  in  their  favour  ;  and  the  faid 
v/omen  of  high  rank  were  expofcd  not  only  to  the 
vileft  perfonal  indignities,  but  even  to  abfolute  want ; 
and  thefe  tranfadlions  being  hv  Colonel  Champion 
communicated  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  inflead  of 
commendations  for  his  intelligence,  and  orders  to  re- 
drefs  the  faid  evils,  and  to  prevent  the  like  in  future, 
by  means  which  were  fuggcfled,  and  which  appear  to 
have  been  proper  and  feafible,  he  received  a  repri- 
mand from  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  Vv'ho  declared 
that  we  had  no  authority  to  controul  the  condudl  of 
the  Vizier  in  the  treatment  of  his  fubjeds  :  And  that 
Colonel  Champion  defifted  from  making  further  repre- 
fentations  on  this  fubjed:  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
being  apprehenfive  of  having  already  run  fome  rifque 
of  difplcafmg,  by  perhaps  a  too  free  communication 
of  fentiments. — ^^That  in  confequence  of  the  faid  pro- 
ceedings, not  only  the  eminent  families  of  the  Chiefs 
of  the  Rohilla  nation  were  either  cut  off  or  baniftied, 
and  their  wives  and  offspring  reduced  to  utter  ruin, 
but  the  country  itfelf,  heretofore  diftinguiftied  above 
all  others  for  the  extent  of  its  cultivation,  as  a  Garden^ 
not  having  one  fpot  in  it  of  uncultivated  ground,  and 
from  being  in  the  mofi  flouriJJjing  ftate  that  a  country 
could  hcy  was,  by  the  inhuman  mode  of  carrying  on 
the  war,  and  the  ill  government  during  the  confequent 
ufurpation,  reduced  to  a  ftate  of  great  decay  and  de- 
population, in  which  it  ftill  remains. 

That  the  Eaft  India  Company,  having  had  reafon 
to  conceive  that,  for  the  purpofe  of  concealing  corrupt 
tranfadtions,  their  fervants  in  India  had  made  unfair, 
mutilated,  and  garbled  commiunications  of  correfpon- 
dence,  and  fometimes  had  wholly  withheld  the  fame, 
made  an  order  in  their  letter  of  the  23d  of  March 
1770,  in  the  following  tenor  : — ''  The  Governor  fingly 
*'  fhail  correfpond  with  the  country  powers;  but  all 
"  letters,  before  they  ftiall  be  by  him  fent,  muft  be 
''  communicated  to  the  other  Members  of  the  Select 
"  Committee,  and  receive  their  approbation  ;  and  alfo 
^^  all  letters  whatfoever  which  may  be  received  by  the 

C  "  Governor, 
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^^  Governor,  in  anfwer  to  or  in  courfe  of  correfpon- 
"  dence,  ihall  likewife  be  laid  before  the  faid  Seledl 
"  Committee,  for  their  information  and  Gonfidera- 
*'  tion." — And  that  in  their  infbrudtions  to  their  Go« 
vernor  General  and  Council,  dated  30th  March  1774, 
they  did  repeat  their  orders  to  the  fame  purpofe  and 
effed:. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  not  obey,  as  in 
duty  he  was  bound  to  do,  the  faid  {landing  orders  ; 
nor  did  communicate  all  his  correfpondence  with  Mr. 
Middleton,  the  Company's  Agent  at  the  Court  of  the 
Soubah    of  Oude,    or   with  Colonel  Champion,    the 
Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Company's  Forces  in  the 
Rohilla  war,  to  the  Sele6t   Committee  :    And  when 
afterwards,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  25th  of  O6tober  1774, 
he  was  required  by  the  majority  of  the  Council  ap- 
pointed   by  the  Ad:  of  Parliament  of  1773,  whofd 
opinion  was  by  the  faid  Act  direded  to  be  taken  as 
the  Adl  of  the  whole  Council,  to  produce  all  his  cor- 
refpondence with  Mr.  Middleton  and  Colonel  Cham- 
pion, for  the  diredion  of  their  future  proceedings,  re- 
lative to  the  obfcure,  intricate,  and  critical  tranfac- 
t\Qs\  aforefaid,  he  did  poiitively  and  pertinacioufly  re- 
fufe  to  deliver  any  other  than  fuch  parts  of  the  faid 
correfpondence  as  he  thought  convenient ;    covering 
his  faid  illegal  refufal  under  general  vague  pretences 
of  fecrecy,  and  danger  from  the  communication  ;  al- 
though the  faid  order  and  inflrudion  of  the  Court  of 
Diredors  above-mentioned  was  urged  to  him,  and  al- 
though it  was  reprefented  to  him  by  the  faid  Council, 
that  they,  as  well  as  he,  were  bound  by  an  oath  of 
fecrecy  :     Which  refufal  to  obey  the  orders  of   the 
Court  of  Diredors  (orders  fpecially  and  on    weighty 
grounds  of  experience  pointed  to  cafes   of  this  very 
nature)  gave  riie  to  much  jealoufy,  and  excited  great 
fufpicions    relative   to   the    motives   and  grounds   on 
which  the  Rohilla  War  had  been  undertaken. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,   in  the  grounds  al- 
ledged  in  his  j unification,  of  his  refufal  to  communicate 

to 
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to  his  colleagues  in  the  fuperior  Council,  his  corref- 
pondence  with  Mr.  Middleton,  the  Company's  refident 
at  Oude,  was  guilty  of  a  new  offence ;  arrogating  to 
himielf  unprecedented  and  dangerous  powers,  on  prin- 
ciples utterly  lubveriive  of  all  order  and  difcipline  in 
fervice,  and  introductory  to  corrupt  confederacies  and 
difobedience  among  the  Company's  fervants ;  the  laid 
Warren  Haftings  infilling,  that  Mr.  Middleton,  the 
Company's  covenanted  fervant,  the  public  refident 
for  tranfadling  the  Company's  affairs  at  the  Court  of 
the  Soubah  of  Oude,  and  as  fuch  receiving  from  the 
Company  a  falary  for  his  fervice,  was  no  other  than 
the  official  agent  of  him  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  and 
that,  being  fuch,  he  was  not  obliged  to  communicate 
his  correfpondence. 

That  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  and  afterwards  a  Ge- 
neral Court  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany, although  the  latter  (hewed  favourable  difpofiti- 
ons  towards  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  and  expreffed 
(but  without  afligning  any  ground  or  reafon)  the  high- 
eft  opinion  of  his  fervices  and  integrity,  did  unanimouf- 
ly  condemn  (along  with  his  condudb  relative  to  the 
Rohilla  treaty  and  war,)  his  refufal  to  communicate  his 
whole  correfpondence  with  Mr.  Middleton  to  the  Su- 
perior Council ;  yet  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  defi- 
ance of  the  opinion  of  the  Diredlors,  and  the  unani- 
mous opinion  of  the  General  Court  of  the  faid  Eaft 
India  Company,  as  well  as  the  precedent  pofitive  orders 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  the  injundions  of  an 
Ad  of  Parliament,  has,  from  that  time  to  the  prefent, 
never  made  any  communication  of  the  whole  of  his 
correfpondence  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council^ 
or  to  the  Court  of  Diredtors. 
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THAT,  in  a  folemn  Treaty  of  Peace,  concluded 
the  1 6th  of  Auguft  1765,  between  the  Eaft  India 
Compan}^  and  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude,  Shuja  ul  Dovvla, 
and  highly  approved  of,  cor^firmed,  and  ratified  by  the 
faid  Company,  it  is  agreed,  ''  That  the  King  Shaw 
^'  Allum  fhall  rennain  in  full  pofTeffion  of  Cora,  and 
^'  fuch  part  of  the  Province  of  llliabadas  he  now  pof- 
^'  feffes,  which  are  ceded  to  his  Majefly  as  a  royal  De- 
*^  mefne,  for  the  fupport  of  his  Dignity  and  Expen- 
*'  ces." — That,  in  a  feparate  agreement,  concluded  at 
the  fame  time,  between  the  King  Shaw  Allum,  and  the 
then  Subadar  of  Bengal,  under  the  immediate  fecurity 
and  guaranty  of  the  Englilh  Company,  the  Faith  of 
the  Company  was  pledged  to  the  faid  King  for  the  an- 
nual payment  of  twency-(ix  lack  of   rupees,    for   his 
fupport,  out  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal  •,  and  that  the 
faid  Company  did  then  receive  from  the  faid  King  a 
grant  of  the  Dewanny  of  the  provinces   of    Bengal, 
Bahar^  and  OrilTa,  en   the  exprefs  condition  of  their 
being  fecurity  for  the  annual  payment  abovementioned  ; 
— That  the  Eafl:  India  Company  have  held,  and  con- 
tinue to  hold  the  Dewanny  fo  granted,  and,  for  feme 
Years,  have  complied  with  the  conditions,  on   which 
they  accepted  of  the  grant  thereof;  and   have  at  all 
times  acknowledged  that  they  held  the  Dewanny   in 
'virtue  of  the  Mogul's  grants. — That  the  faid  Court  of 
Dire6tors,  in  their  letter  of  the   30th  June   1769,  to 
Bengal,    declared,     '^    that  they  efteemed  themfelves 
*^  bound  by  treat/   to  protetfl  the  King's  perfon,    and 
*^  fecure  him  the  pofTeffion  of  the  Corah  and  Illaha- 
^'  bad  diftricls;"  and,  fuppofing  an  agreement  fliould 
be  made,  refpedling  thefe  provinces,  between  the  King 
and  Shuja  ul  Dov/la,    the  Diredlors   then  faid,  "  that 
^^  tkey  Ihould  be  fubjed:  to  no  farther  claim  or  requi- 
"  fition  from  the  King,  excepting  from  the  ftipulated 
*'  tribute  for  Bengal,  which  they  (the  Governor  and 
«'  Council)  were  to  pay  to  his  agent,  or  remit  to  him  in 
'^  fuch  manner  as  he  might  dired/' 

/That^ 
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That,  in  the  year  1772,  The  King  Shaw  Allum, 
who  had  hitherto  refided  at  Allahabad,  trufting  to  en- 
gagements which  he  had  entered  into  with  the  Marattas, 
quitted  that  place  and  removed  to  Delhi  ^  but,  havino- 
foon  quarrelled  with  thofe  people,  and  afterwards  beixTo- 
taken   prifoner,  had  been  treated  by  them  with  very 
great  difrefpeft  and  cruelty  :^That,  among  other  in- 
{lances  of  their  abufe  of  their  immediate  power  over 
him,  the   Governor  and  Council  of  Bengal,  in  their 
letter  of  the  i6th  of  Auguft  1773,  inform  the  Court 
of  Directors,  that  he  had  been  compelled,  while  a  prifo- 
ner in  their  hands,  to  ^rant  Sunnuds  for  the  furrender  of 
Corah  and  Illiahad  to  them ;  and  it  appears  from  fuadry 
other  minutes  of  their  own,    that  the  faid   Governor 
and  Council  did  at  all  times   conlider  the   furrender 
abovementioned  as  extorted  from  the  King,  and  unque- 
flionahly  an\a^  of  violence,  which  could  not  alienate,  or 
impair  his  right  to  thofe  provinces;  and  that,  v.'hen 
they  took  poficfrion  thereof,  it  was  at  the  requell  of 
the  King's  Naib,  or  Viceroy,  who  put  them  under  the 
Council's  Prote^ion-,  that,    on  this  footing  they  were 
accepted  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  and  his  Council 
and  for  fome  time  conlidered  by  them  as  a  depoiit  com- 
mitted to  their  care  by  a  Prince,  to  whom  the  poffef- 
fion   thereof  was  particularly  guarantied  b}^  the  Eafl 
India  Company. — In  their  letter  of  the  ift  of  March 
1773,  they,  (the  faid  Warren  Haftings  and  his  Coun- 
cil) fay,  ''^  In  no  fhape  can  this  compulfatory  ceflion 
^'  by  the  King  releafe  us  from  the  obligation  we  are 
*^  under  to  defend  the  provinces,  which  we  have    fo 
*'  particularly    guarantied    to   him."     But  it  appears 
that  they  foon  adopted  other  ideas,  and  affumed  other 
principles  concerning  this  objed.     In  the  inftrudions 
dated  the  23d  of  June   1773,    which  the  Council  of 
Fore  V/illiam  gave  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  pre^ 
vious  to  his  interview  with  the  Nabob  Shuja  ul  Dowla 
at  Benares,    they  fay,  that,  '^  while  the  King  continu- 
"  ed  at  Delhi,  whither  he  proceeded  in  oppofition  to 
"  their  moft  ftrenuous  remonftrances,  they  fhould  cer- 
t^  tainly  confider  the  engagements  between  him  and 
^^  the  Com^pany  as  diflblved.,  by  bis  alienation  from 

**  them 
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*'  them  and  their  intereil ; — that  the  pofieffion  of  fo 

*^  remote  a  country  could  never  be  expedted  to  yield 

*'  any  profit  to  the  Company,  and  the  defence  of  it 

*'  muft  require  a  perpetual  aid  of  theii  forces  ;'*  yet, 

in  the  fame  inftru6llons,   they   declare  their  opinion, 

that,  '*  if  the  King  fhould  make  overtures  to  renew  his 

*^  former  conne6lion,  his  right  to  reclaim  the  dijlri^s  of 

^^  Corah  and  Illihabad  could  not  with  propriety  be  difpu- 

ted;^*  and  they  authorize  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  to 

rcftore  them  to  him,  en  condition  that  he  Jhould  renounce 

his  claim    to   the  annual  tribute  of   twenty-Jtx  lack   of 

rupees,     hereinbefore   mentioned,    and  to   the  arrears 

which   might    be    due ; — thereby    acknowledging    the 

juilice  of    a  claim,    which  they   determined   not   to 

comply  with,    but   in   return   for   the    furrender   of 

another  equally   valid  : — That,   neverthelefs,  in  the 

treaty    concluded   by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  with 

Shuja  ul  Dowla,  on  the  yih  of  September  1773,  it  is 

afTerted,  that  his  Majefty  (meaning  the  King  Shaw  Al- 

lum)  having  *'  abandoned  the  Diftrifls  of  Corah  and 

**  Illihabad,  and  given  a  Sunnud  for  Corah  and  Cur- 

*'  rah  to  the  Marattas,  had  thereby  forfeited  his  right 

**  to  the  faid  diftrjdsj"  although  it  was  well  known  to 

the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  and  had  been  fo  ftated  by 

him  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  that  this  furrender,  on 

the  part  of  the  King,  had  been  extorted  from  him  by 

violence,    while  he  was   a   prifoner  in  the  hands   of 

the  Marratras  -,  and  although  it  was  equally  well  known 

to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  that  there  was  nothing 

in  the  original  treaty  of  1765,  which  could  reftrain  the 

King  from  changing  the  place  of  his  refidcnce,  confe- 

quently  ^hat  his  removal  to  Delhi  could  not  occafion 

a  forfeiture  of  his  right  to  the  provinces  fecured  to 

him  by  that  treaty. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  the  Report  which 
he  made  of  his  interview  and  negociations  with  Sujah 
v.l  Dowla,  dated  the  4th  of  Odober  1773,  declared 
"  that  the  Adminiftration  would  have  been  culpable 
'*  in  the  higheft  degree,  in  retaining  pefleftion  of  Co-? 
<'  rah  and  Illlabad/^r  ^«>'  other  pur poje  than  that  of  mak- 
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^*  ing  an  advantage  by  the  difpofal  of  them^^  and  there- 
fore he  had  ceded  them  to  the  Vizier  for  fifty  lack  of 
rupees ;  a  meafure  for  which  he  had  no  authority 
whatever  from  the  King  Shaw  Allum,  and  in  the  exe- 
cution of  which  no  referve  whatever  was  made  in  fa- 
vour of  the  rights  of  that  Prince,  nor  any  care  taken 
of  his  interefts. 

That,  the  fale  of  thefe  provinces  to   Sujah  Dowla 
involved  the  Eaft  India  Company  in  a  triple  breach  of 
judice,  fince,  by  the  fame  acfl:,  they  violated   a   treaty, 
they  fold  the  property  of  another,  and  they  alienated  a 
depoiit  committed  to  their  friendlhip  and  good  faith, 
and  as  fuch  accepted  by   them  — That  a   meafure  of 
this  nature  is  not  to  be  defended  on  motives  of  policy 
and  convenience,  fuppoiing  fuch  motives  to  have  ex- 
ifted,  without  a  total  lofs  of  public  honour,  and  Ihak- 
ing  all  fecurity  in  the  faith  of  treaties  •,  but  that,  in 
reality,  the  pretences  urged  by  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings,  for  felling  the  King's  country  to  Sujah  Dowla, 
were  falfe  and  invalid. — It  could   not  ftrengthen  our 
alliance  with  Sujah  ul  Dowla;  fince,  paying  a  price 
for  a  purchafe,  he  received  no  favour,  and  incurred 
no  obligation.     It  did  not  free  the  Company  from  all 
the  dangers  attending  either  a  remote  property  or  a 
remote  connexion ;  fince,  the  moment  the  country  in 
queftion  became  part  of  Suja  Dowla's  dominions,  it 
was  included  in  the  Company's  former  guaranty  of 
thofe  dominions ;  and  in  cafe  of  invafion,  the  Company 
were  obliged  to  fend  part  of  their  army  to  defend  ir, 
at  the  rcquifition  of  the  faid  Sujah  Dowla  :  And  if  the 
remote  fituation  of  thofe  provinces  made  the  defence 
of  them  difficult  and  dangerc^'?,  much  more  was  it  a 
difficult  and  dangerous  enterprize  to  engage  the  Com- 
pany's force  in  an  attack  and  invafion  of  the  Rohillas, 
whofe  country  lay  at  a  much  greater  diftance  from  the- 
Company's   frontier:    Which,   neverthelefs,    the  faid 
Warren  Haftings  agreed  to,  and  undertook  at  the  very 
time  when,  under  pretence  of  the  difficulty  of  defending 
Cora  and  Iliiabad,  he  fold  thofe   provmces  to  Sujah 
Dpwla.     It  did  not  relieve  the   Company  from  the 

exfence 
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expence  of  defending  the  country,  lince  the  revenues 
thereof  far  exceeded  the  fubfidy  to  be  paid  by  Sujah 
Dovvla,  and  thefe  revenues  juftly  belonged  to  the 
Company  as  long  as  the  country  continued  under  their 
protection,  and  would  have  anfwered  the  cxpence  of 
defending  it. — Finallv,  that  the  Turn  of  fifty  lack  of 
runees,  ftipulared  with  the  faid  Sujah  Dowla,  was  ina- 
dequate to  the  value  of  the  country,  the  annual  reve- 
nues of  which  were  flated  at  twenty-five  lack  of  rupees, 
vv^hich  General  Sir  Robert  Barker,  then  Commander  in 
Chief  of  the  Company's  forces,  affirms,  was  certain, 
a/id  too  generally  known  to  admit  of  a  dotiht. 

That  the  King  Shaw  Allum  received,  for  fome  years, 
the  annual  tribute  of  twenty-fix  lack  of  rupees  above- 
mentioned,  and  was  entitled  to  continue  to  receive  ir^ 
by  virtue  of  an  engagement  deliberately,  and  for  an 
adequate  confideration,  entered  into  v/ith  him  by  the 
Comoany's  fervants,  and  approved  of  and  ratified  by 
the  Company  themfelves ; — that  this  engagement  was 
abfolute  and  unconditional,  and  did  neither  exprefs, 
nor  fuppofe,  any  cafe,  in  which  the  faid  King  fhould 
forfeit,  or  the  Company  lliould  have  a  right  to  refume, 
the  tribute;  that,  neverthelefs,  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tino-s  and  his  Council,  immediately  after  felling  the 
King's  country  to  Suja  Dowla,  refolved  to  withhold^ 
and  adiually  withheld,  the  payment  of  the  faid  tribute, 
of  which  the  King  Shaw  Allum  has  never  fince  received 
any  part; — that  this  refolution  of  the  Council  is  not 
juftified,  even  by  themfelves,  on  principles  of  right 
andjuftice,  but  l3y  arguments  of  policy  and  conveni- 
ence, by  which  the  beft-founded  claims  of  right  and 
judice  may  at  all  times  be  fet  afide  and  defeated.  "They 
*-'  judged  it  highly  impolitic  and  unfafe  to  anfwer  the 
«  drafts  of  the  King  until  they  were  fatisfied  of  his 
*^  amicable  intentions,  and  thofe  of  his  new  allies." 
But  neither  had  they  any  reafon  to  queflion  the  King's 
amicable  intentions,  nor  was  he  pledged  to  anfwer  for 
thofe  of  the  Marattas ;  his  trufting  to  the  good  faith  of 
that  people,  and  relying  on  their  afTiflance,  to  rein  (late 
him  in  the  polTefTion  of  his  capital,  might  have  been 

imprudent 
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Jrtiprudent  and  impolitic  ;  but  thefe  meafures,  how- 
ever ruinous  to  himfelf,  indicated  no  enmity  to  the 
Englifh,  nor  wefe  they  produdive  af  any  effects  injuri- 
ous to  the  Englilli  intcreits.  And  ic  is  plain,  that  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  and  his  Council  were  perfedtly 
aware  that^their  motives  or  pretences  for  withholding 
the  tribute  were  too  weak  to  juftify  their  condudt, 
having  principally  infilled  on  the  reduced  ftate  of  their 
treafury,  which,  as  they  faid,  rendered  it  impra5ficable  to 
comply  with  thofe  payments.  The  right  of  a  creditor 
does  not  depend  on  the  cireumftanees  of  the  debtor; 
on  the  contrary,  the  plea  of  inability  includes  a  virtual 
acknowledgement  of  the  debt,  iince,-  if  the  cfeditor's 
right  were  denied,  the  plea  would  be  fupcrfluous; 

II     That  the  Eoft  India  Company,  having  on  their  part^ 
Violated  the  engagements,  and  renounced  the  conditi- 
ons, on  which  they  received,  and   have  hitherto  held 
and   enjoyed,    the   Dewanny   of  Bengal,    Bahar,  and 
Orifla,  from  the  King  Shaw  Allum,  have  thereby  for- 
feited all  fight  and  title  to  the  faid  Dewanny,  arifing 
from  the  faid  grant,  and  that  it  is  free  and  open  to  the 
faid  King  to  relume  fuch  grant  ^  and  to  transfer  it  to 
any  other  Prince  or  State  i — That,  notwithftanding  any 
diftrefs   or  weaknefs,    to   which   he  may   be   a6tually 
i  reduced,    his   lawful   authority,    as   fovereign   of  the 
Mogul   Empire,  is  ilill  acknowledged  in  India,    and 
that  Ills  grant  of  the  Dewanny  would  fufEciently  au- 
thorize, and  materially  alTiit  any  Prince  or  State  that 
might   attempt  to  difpoflefs  the  Eaft  India  Company 
thereof,  fince  it  would  convey  a  right,  which  could  not 
be  difputed,  and  to  which  nothing  but  force  could  be 
oppofed.     Nor  can  thefe  opinions  be  more  ikon gly  ex* 
prelTcd,  than  they  have  been  lately  by  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings  himfelf,  who,  in  a  minute  recorded  the  lil  of 
j  December   17S4,  has  declared  that,    '^  fallen  as  the 
'  houfe  of  Timur  is,  it  is  yet  tne  relick  of  the  moft 
'  illuftrious  line  of  the  eailern   world; — ^that  its  So- 
'  vereignty  is  univerjally  acknowledged^  though  the   fub- 
*  ftance  of  it  no  longer  exifls ;  and  that  the  Company 
'  itfelf  derives  its  conilitutionai  dominion  from  its 
'  oflcnfiblc  bounty*'* 

D  That 
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That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  by  this  declaratioilp 
has  renounced  and  condemned  the  principle  on  which 
he  avowedly  a6led  towards  the  Mogul  in  the  year  1773^ 
when  he  denied  that  the  Sunnuds  or  grants  of  the 
Mogul,  if  they  were  in  the  hands  of  another  nation, 
would  avail  them  any  thing;  and  when  he  declared, 
"  that  the  fword,  which  gave  us  the  dominion  of 
•^  Bengal,  muft  be  the  inftrument  of  its  prefervation, 
"  and  that,  if  it  fhould  ever  ceafe  to  be  ours,  the  next 
*'  proprietor  would  derive  his  right  and  polTeflion  from 
*'  the  fame  natural  charter*'  That  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  to  anfwer  any  immediate  purpofe,  adopts 
any  principle  of  policy,  however  falfe  or  dangerous, 
without  any  regard  to  former  declarations  made,  or  to 
principles  avowed  on  other  occaiions  by  himfelf ;  and 
particularly  that,  in  hts  condud  to  Shaw  Allum,  he 
firfl:  oraintained,  that  the  grants  of  that  Prince  were  of 
no  avail,  that  we  held  the  dominion  of  Bengal  by  the 
fword,  which  he  has  falfely  declared  the  fource  oi  right y 
and  the  natural  Charter  of  dominion;  whereas,  at  a 
later  period,  he  has  declared,  that  the  fovereignty  of 
the  family  of  Sha  Allum  is  univerfally  acknowledged, 
and  that  the  Company  itfelf  derives  its  conftitutionai 
domiiiion  from  their  ofteniible  boiunty. 
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No.  IIL 

PARTI. 

Rights  and  Titles  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares. 

I. 

THAT  the  territory  of  Benares  is  a  fruitful,  and 
has  been,  not  long  iince,  an  orderly,  well  culti- 
vated, and  improved  province  ;  of  great  extent ;  and 
its  capital  city,  as  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  has  inforrti- 
"d  the  Court  of  Directors  in  his  letter  of  the  2:11  of 
^Jovember  1781,  "  is  highly  revered  by  the  natives 

*  of  the  Hindu  perfuaiion  ;  fo  that  many,  who  have 
^  acquired  independent  fortunes,  retire  to  clofc  their 
^  days  in  a  place  fo  eminently  diftmguilhed  for  its 

*  fandtity  :"  and  he  further  acquaints  the  Direflors, 
'  that  it  may  rather  be  confidered  as  ttte-Jeat^of  jJie 
'  Hindu  religion,  than  as  the  capital  of  a  province* 
^  But  as  its  inhabitants  are  not  compofed  of  Hindus 
'  only,  the  former  wealth  which  flowed  into  i:  from 

*  the  offerings  of  pilgrims,  as  well  as  from  the  tranl^ 

*  ad:ions  of  exchange,  for  which  its  central  lituation 

*  is  adapted,  has  attracted  numbers  of  Mahomcdans, 
'  who  ftill  continue  to  rciide  in  it  with  their  families." 
Vnd  thcfe  circumftances  of  the  city  of  Benares,  which 
lot  only  attracted  the  attention  of  all  the  different  de- 
criptions  of  men  who  inhabit  Indoftan,  but  interefled 
hem  warmly  in  whatever  it  might  fuffer,  did,  in  a 
eculiar  manner,  require,  that  the  Governor  General 
nd  Council  of  Calcutta  fhould  condudt  themfelves 
nth  regard  to  its  rulers  and  inhabitants,  when  it  bc« 
ame  dependant  on  the  Company,  on  the  moft  dif- 
nguifhed  principles  of  good  faith,  equity,  modera- 
on,  and  mildnefs, 

D  2  11.  That 
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11. 

That  the  R^ijah  Pulwant  Sing,  late  Prince  or  Ze- 
la^indar  of  the  province  aforefaid,  was  a  great  L>ord  oj 
the  Mogul  Empire,  dependant  on  the  fame,  througli 
the  Vizier  of  the  empire,  the  late  Sujah   Ul  Dowla 
Nabob  of  Oude ;  and  the  faid  Bulwant  Sing,  in  th( 
commencement  of  the  Englifh  power,  did  attach  him 
felf  to  the  caufe  of  the  Englilh  Company  ;    and  ti^( 
Court  of  Diredlors  of  the  faid  Company  did  acknow 
ledge,  in  their  letter  of  the   26th  of  May  1768,  tha 
"  Bulwant  Sing's  joining  us,  at  the  time  he  did,  wa 
^^  oi  fignal  fervtcey    and  the  ftipulation  in  his  favou 
*'  was  what  he  was  juftly  entitled  to  :" — -and  they  di' 
commend  ^'  the  care   that  had    been   taken    (by   th 
*'  then  prefidencv)   of  thofc  that  had  ihewn  their  at 
"'  tachment  to  them  (the  Company)  durmg  the  war, 
and  they  did  finally  exprefs  their  hope  and  exped atio 
in  the  words  following  :  '^  The  moderation  and  atter 
'^  tion  paid  to  thofe  who  have  efpoufed  our  intereits  i 
*'  this  war,  will  reftore  our  reputation  in  Hindoftai 
''  and  that  the  Indian  powers  will  be  convinced  N< 
^'  breach  of  treaty  will  ever  have  our  JanSlionC^ 

III. 

That  the  Rajah  Bulwant  Sing  died  on  the  23d  1 
Auguft  1 7 70,  and  his  fon,  Cheit  Sing,  fucceeding 
his  rights  and  pretenfions,  the  Prefidency  of  Calcut 
(John  Cartier,  Efquire,  being  then  Prefident)  d 
inflrud  Captain  Gabriel  Harper,  to  procure  a  cc 
firmation  of  the  fucceffion  to  his  fon  Cheit  Sing,  ^' 
^'  it  was  of  the  utmoft  political  import  t^  the  Cor 
"  pany's  affairs  i  and  that  the  young  man  ought  n 
^'  to  confider  the  price  to  be  paid  to  fatisfy  the  / 
•'  %Ws  jeahufy  aid  avarice,''  And  they  did  fiirtb 
declare  as  follows  :  "  The  ftrong  and  inyiolable  ; 
^^  tachment  which  fubfifttd  betwixt  the  Company  a 
^'  the  father,  makes  u^  moft  readily  interpofe  cr 
*'  good  offices  for  the  fon."  And  the  young  V^'^]'^ 
aforefaid,    having   agreed,    under  the   mediation  r 

Captr 
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Captain  Harper,  to  pay  near  two  hundred  tboufand 
pounds  as  a  gift  to  the  faid  Vlzirr,  and  to  increafc  his 
tribute  by  near  thirty  thoufand  pounds  annually,  a 
deed  of  confirmation  was  pafTed  by  the  feid  Vizier 
to  the  faid  Rajah,  and  his  heirs,  by  which  he  became 
a  purchafer  for  valuable  confiderarions  of  his  right 
and  inheritance  in  the  Zemindary  aforefaid.  In  confe- 
quence  of  this  grant,  fo  by  him  purchafcd,  the  Rajah 
was  folemnly  invefted  with  the  government  in  the  city 
of  Benares,  ^'  amidft  the  acclamations  of  a  numercms 
"  people,  and  to  the  great  fatisfa(5lion  of  all  parties/' 
And  the  faid  Harper,  in  his  letter  of  the  8  th  Odober 
1770,  giving  an  account  of  the  inveftiture  aforefaid, 
did  exprefs  himfelf  in  thefe  words  :  *^  I  will  leave  the 
"  young  Rajah,  and  others,  to  acquaint  you  how  I 
'^'  have  condu<fted  myfelf :  only  thus  much  let  me 
^^  fay,  that  I  have  kept  a  ilrid  eye  not  to  diminifii 
^  our  national  honour,  difmtereilednefs,  and  juftice; 
"  which  I  will  conclude  has  had  a  greater  effedl  in 
^'  fecuriqg  to  the  Company  their  vaft  pofTelTions,  thin 
'^  even  the  force  of  arms,  however  formidable,  could 
f^  do."  The  Preiident  of  Calcutta  teftified  his  ^pro- 
bation of  the  faid  Harper's  condud  in  the  ftrongeft 
terms,  that  is  in  the  following  :  «^  Your  difinterefted- 
^'  nefs  has  been  equally  diftinguifhabie  as  your  ablli- 
f f  ties^  and  both  do  you  the  greateil  ho«)ur/* 

IV. 

That  the  agreem.ent  between  the  Rajah  and  Nabob 
aforefaid,  cont.nued  on  both  (ides  without  any  viola- 
tion, under  the  fandtiun  and-  guarantee  of  the  Eafl 
India  Company,  for  three  years  ;  when  Warren 
Haftings,  Efquire,  being  then  Prefident,  did  propofc 
a  further  confirmation  of  the  faid  grant;  and  did,  on 
the  1 2th  of  Odobcr  1773,  obtain  a  delegation  for 
himfelf  to  be  the  perfon  to  negociate  the  fame;  it 
being  his  opinion,  as  exprefled  in  his  Report  of  Oc- 
tober 4th,  1773,  that  the  Raj- h  was  not  only  entitled 
to  the  inheritance  of  his  Zemindary  by  the  grants 
through  Captain  Harper^  but  that  the  preceding  treaty 

of 
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of  Illabad,  though  liteVally  cxprefling  no  more  than  a 
fccurity  perfonal  to  Bulwant  Sing,  did  notwitb (landing, 
in.  the  true  fcnfe  and  import  thereof,  extend  to  his 
pofterity  •,  "  and  that  it  had  been  differently  undcrftood 
**  (that  is  not  literally)  by  the  Company,  and  by  this 
"  adminiftration  5  and  the  Vizier  had  before  put  it 
'*  out  of  all  difpute,  by  the  folemn  a6t  paiTed  in  the 
"  Rajah*s  favour  on  his  fuccefTion  xo  the  Zcmindary.'* 

V. 

That  the  Counml,  in  their  Inftrudions  to  the  faid 
Governor  Haftings,  did  impower  him  "  to  renew,  in 
<*  behalf  of  the  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  the  ftipulation 
^^  which  wa$  formerly  made  with  the  Vizier,  in  conQ- 
*^  deration  of  his  fervices  in  1764;**  and  the  govern- 
ment was  accordingly  fettled  on  the  Rajah  and  his 
pofterity,  or  to  his  heirs,  on  the  fame  footing  oa 
which  it  was  granted  to  his  faid  father,  excepting  th€ 
addition  aforefaid  to  the  tribute  ;  with  an  exprefs  pro- 
vifion,  "  that  m  encreafe  Ihali  ever  hereafter  be  de- 
**  mandecj."  And  the  grant  and  llipulation  aforefaid 
was  further  confirmed  by  the  faid  Sujah  Ul  Dowla, 
under  the  Company's  guarantee,  by  the  moft  folemn 
and  awful  form  of  oath  known  in  the  Mahomedan 
religion,  inferred  in  the  body  of  the  deed  or  grant; 
and  the  laid  V^'arren  Haftings,  ftrongly  impreflfed  with 
the  opinion  of  the  propriety  of  proteding  the  Rajah, 
and  of  the  injuftice,  malice,  and  avarice  of  the  faid 
Sujah  Dowk,  and  the  knowo  family  enmity  fubfifting 
between  him  and  the  K.ajah,  did  declare,  in  his  re- 
port to  the  Council,  as  follows  :  "  I  am  well  con- 
'■'  vinced  that  the  Rajah's  inheritance,  and  perhaps 
''  his  life,  are  no  longer  fafe  than  while  he  enjoys 
^*  the  Company's  protection,  whidi  is  his  due  by  the 
^^  ties  of  juftice,  and  the  abligations  of  public  faiths" 

VI. 

That  fome  time  after  the  new  confirmation  aforefaid, 
that  is  to  fay,  in  the  year  17741  ^^^  Qovernpr  General 
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and  Council,  which  had  been  formed,  and  the  Menn- 
bers  thereof  appointed,  by  Ad:  of  Parliament,  did 
obtain  the  aiTignment  of  the  fovereignty  paramount  of 
the  faid  government  by  treaty  with  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  ;  by  which,  although  the  fupreme  dominion  was 
changed,  the  terms  and  the  conditions  of  the  tenure 
of  tne  Rajah  of  Benares  remained  ;  as  the  faid  Nabob 
of  Oude  could  transfer  to  the  Eaft  India  Company  no 
other  or  greater  eftate  than  he  himfelf  poffelTed  in  or 
over  the  faid  Zemindary.  But,  to  obviate  any  mif*- 
€onftru6tioa  on  the  fubjedl,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings 
did  propofe  to  the  Board,  that  whatever  provifion 
might  in  the  feid  treaty  be  made  for  the  intereft  of 
the  Company,  the  fame  (hould  be  "  without  an  en- 
*^  croachment  on  the  juit  rights  of  the  Rajah,  or  th€ 
**  engagements  a^ually  Jubjjjling  with  him.^* 

VII. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  then  having,  or 
pretending  to  have,  an  extraordinary  care  of  the  inte- 
reft of  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  did,  on  his  transfer  of 
the  fovereignty,  propofe  a  new  grant  to  be  conveyed 
in  new  inftruments  to  the  faid  Rajah,  conferring  upon 
him  further  privileges ;  namely, '  the  addition  of  the 
foyereign  rights  of  the  mint,  and  of  the  right  of  cri* 
minal  juftice  of  life  and  death  :  and  he;  the  faid  War* 
ren  Haftings,  as  Governor  GeneraJ,  did  himfelf  pro- 
pofe the  refolution  for  that  purpofe  in  Council,  in  the 
following  words,  with  remarks  explanatory  of  the 
principles  upon  which  the  grants  aforefaid  were  madi^  t 
namely,  v 

Minute. 

YIII. 


*^  That  the  perpetual  and  independent  poOefTion  of 
tht  Zemindary  of  Benares,  and  its  dependencies, 
be  confirmed  ind  guarantied  to  the  Rajah  Chelt  Sing 
an  J  his  heirs  for  tvcv^fuhjetl  only  to  the  annual  payment 
of  the  revenues  hitherto  paid  to  th&  late  Vizier^  amount- 
ing Senates,     fca,    rupees^    23,71,656,12,    to    be 

"  difpofed 
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*^  difpofed  of  as  is  exprefled  in  the  following  article  t 

'^  nat  710  other  demand  he  made  on  him^  either  by  the  Nabob 
^^  of  Oude,  or  this  government ;  nor  any  kind  of  authority 
^'  or  jurijdi^ion  be  exercijed  by  either  within  the  d^Jiri^s 
^'  afji^ned  him,**  To  which  minute  he^  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings,  did  iubjoin  the  following  obfervation  in 
writing,  and  recorded  therewith  in  theCou'ncil  books, 
that  is  to  fay :  '*  The  Rajah  of  Benares,  from  thefituation 
of  his  country,  which  is  a  frontier  to  the  provinces,  of  Oude 
and  Bahar,  may  be  mads  a  ferviceable  Ally  to  the  Com-' 
pany,  whenever  their  affairs  Jhall  require  it.  He  has 
always  been  confidered  in  this  light  both  by  the  Company 
and  the  fuccejfive  Members  of  the  late  Councils  but,  to 
znfure  his  attachment  to  the  Company,  his  inferefi  mujl  be 
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*'  connected  with  it,  which  cannot  be  better  effeSledthan  by 
^*  freeing  him  totally  from  the  REMAINS  of  his  prefent' 
'^  vaffalage,  under  the  guarantee  and  protection  of  the  Com-' 
^  pany ;  and  at  the  fame  time  guarding  him  againft  any  ap-^ 
prehenjions  from  this  government,  by  thus  pledging  its 
faith  that  no  encroachment  floall  ever  be  ntade  on  his 
rights  by  the  Company,**  And  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings,  on  the  fifth  of  July  1775,  did  himiclf  propofe, 
among  ocher  articles  of  the  treaty  relative  to  this  ob- 
ject, one  of  the  following  tenor:  "  That  whilft  the 
Rajah  Ihall  continue  faithful  to  thefe  engagements^ 
and  pundtual  in  his  payments,  and  ihall  pay  due  obe- 
dience to  the  authority  of  this  government,  no  more 
demands  ihall  be' made  upon  him  by  the  honourable 
Company,  of  ANY  KIND  ;  or,  on  any  pretence 
whatfocver,  ihall  any  perfon  be  allowed  to  interfere 
with  his  authority,  or  to  diilurb  the  peace  of  his 
"  country.'*  And  the  faid  article  was  by  the  other 
Members  of  the  Council  aiTcnted  to  without  debate. 


IX. 

On  transferring  the  Rajah's  tribute  from  the  Nabob 
to  the  Company,  the  illpulation  with  the  Nabob  was 
renewed  on  the  propofition  of  the  faid  Warren  Hailings 
himfclf,  and  expreiTed  in  a  yet  more  diftindt  manner; 
namely,  "  That  no  more  demands  fhall  be  made  upon 

"  him, 
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*^  him,  by  the  honourable  Company,  of  any  kind  :" 
and  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  juftification  of  his 
propolal  of  giving  the  Rajah  "  a  complete  and  uncon- 
*^  trolled  authority  over  his  Zemindary,''  did  enter  on 
the  Council  book  the  following  reafons  for  invefting 
him  with  the  fame ;  ftrongly  indicating  the  ficuation 
in  which  he  muft  be  left  under  any  other  circumflances, 
whether  under  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  or  under  the  Eng- 
iifh,  or  under  the  double  influence  of  both  :  '^  That 
**  the  fecurity  of  his  perfon  and  pofleffions,  from  the 
**  Company^s  proteflion,  may  be  rated  equal  to  many 
*'  lacks  of  rupees  ;  which ^  though  faved  to  him^  are  no 
lofs  to  the  government  on  which  he  depends,  being  all 
articles  of  invijible  e^pence ;  in  fees  to  the  Minifters 
and  Officers  of  the  Nabob ;  in  the  charges  of  a  dou- 
ble eftablifhment  of  Vackeels  to  both  governments; 
in  prefents  and  charges  of  accommodation  to  the 
Nabob,  during  his  refidence  at  any  place  within  the 
boundaries  of  his  Zemindary ;  in  the  frauds,  emhez- 
zlementSy  and  opprejjions  exercifed  in  the  Mint  and  Cut- 
wally ;  befides  the  allowed  profits  of  thofe  officers. 
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^'  and  the  advantages  which  every  man  in  occafknal po^ 
*'  wer,  or  in  the  credit  of  it,  might  make  of  the  Rajah's 
"  known  weaknefs,  and  the  dread  he  flood  in  both  of  the 
*'  difpleafure  of  the  Nabob,  and  the  ill  will  of  individuals 
among  the  Englifb,  who  were  all  confidered,  either  in 
their  prefent  jiations  or  connexions,  or  the  right  of  fuc- 
'^  cejfion^  as  Members  of  the  jlate  of  Bengal.  It  w^ould 
"  be  fcarce  poffible  to  enumerate  all  the  inconveniences 
"  to  which  the  Rajah  was  liable  in  his  former  fttuation^ 
*^  or  to  eflimate  the  precife  effe6t  which  they  produced 
on  his  revenue,  and  on  the  grofs  amount  of  his  ex- 
pence;  but  it  may  be  eafily  conceived,  that  both 
were  enormous  and  of  a  nature  the  mod  likely  jo 
leflen  the  profits  of  government,  infi:ead  of  adding  to 
"  them/'  And  in  juttificaiion  of  his  propofal  of  giv- 
ing the  Rajah  the  fymbols  of  fovereignty  in  the  power 
of  life  and  deaths  and  in  the  coining  of  money,  as 
pledges  of  his  independence^,  he  ftates  the  deplorable 
fituation  of  Princes  reduced  to  dependance  on  the 
Vizier,  or   the  Company,  and  obliged  to  entertain  an 

£  Ejigiilh 


30  ARTICLE    HI.    Part  I. 

Englllli  refident  at  their  Court,  in  the  following  words  : 
■'  It  is  pvopofcd  to  receive  the  payment  of  his  (the 
'^  Rajah's)  Rents  at  Patna,  becaufe  that  is  theneareft 
^'  provincial  flation,  and  becaufe  it  would  not  fruflrate 
^'  the  hi kn lion  of  rendering  the  Rajah  independent.  If  a 
*'  refident  was  appointed  to  receive  the  money,  as  it 
^'  became  due,  at  Benares,  fuch  a  refident  would  un- 
*'  avoidably  acquire  an  influence  over  the  Rajab,  and 
^'  over  his  country,  which  would  in  effe^  render  him  the 
jnafter  of  both.  This  confequence  might  not  per- 
haps be  brought  completely  to  pafs  without  a  jirug- 
gle^  and  many  appeals  to  Council^  which,  in  a  govern- 
"  ment  conftituted  like  this,  cannot  fail  to  terminate 
"  againfi  the  Rajah  ^  and^  by  the  conftruBion  to  which  his 
*'  oppofition  to  the  agent  would  be  liable^  might  eventually 
^^  draw  on  him  fever e  reftritlions^  and  in  reducing  him  to 
the  mean  and  depraved  fiat  e  of  a  mere  Zemindar" 


(C 


That  in  order  to  fatisfy  the  faid  Rajah  of  the  inten- 
tions of  the  Company  towards  him,  and  of  the  true 
fenfe  and  conftrudtion  of  the  grants  to  him,  the  faid 
Rajah,  to  be  made,  the  Governor  General  (he  the  faid 
Warrjen  Haftings)  and  Council  did,  on  the  a4th  Aug. 
1775,  infl:ru6i:  Mr.  Fowke,  the  refident  at  the  Rajah's 
Court,  in  the  following  words :  '^  It  is  proper  to  afTure 
the  Rajah  we  do  not  mean  to  encreafe  his  tribute, 
but  to  require  from  him  an  exad:  fum.  That,  under 
the  fovereignty  of  the  Company,  we  are  determined 
to  leave  him  the  free  and  uncontrolled  management 
of  the  internal  government  of  his  country,  and  the 
colledlion  and  regulation  of  the  revenues,  fo  long  as 
he  adheres  to  the  terms  of  his  engagement*,  and  will 
never  demand  any  augmentation  of  the  annual  tri- 
bute which  may  be  fixed." 

XL 

That  the   faid  Warren  Haflihgs.  and  the  Council 
General^  not  being  fatisfied  with  having  inflru(fted  the 

refident 
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refident  to  make  thereprefentation  aforefaid,  to  remove 
all  fufpicion  that  by  the  new  grants  any  attenapt  ihould 
infidioufly  be  made  to  change  his.  former  tenure,  did 
refolv^,  that  a  letter  Ihould  be  written  by  the  Governor 
General  himfelf  to  the  Pvajah  of  Benares,  to  be  delivered 
to  Mr.  Fowke  the  refidtnt,  together  wjtn  his  creden- 
tials j  in  which  letter  they  declare  "  the  Board  willing 
'^  to  continue  the  grant  of  the  Zemindary  to  him,  in 
*'  as  full  and  ample  a  manner  as  he  pojfejfed  it  from  for- 
^'  mer  foxier eigns I  and  on  his  paying  the  annual  tribute, 
*^  &c/^     And  in  explaining  the  reafons  for  granting  to 
hiiii  the  mint  and  criminal  juftice,  they  inform  him, 
that  this  is  done  in  order  "  that  he  may  pofll-fs  an  un- 
"  controlled  and  free  authority  in  the  regulation  and  go- 
'^  vernment  of  his  Zemindary." 

XII. 

That,  on  the  26th  February  1776,  the  Board  and 
Council  did  order  that  the  proper  inflruments  Ihould 
be  prepared  for  conveying  to  the  Rajah  aforefaid  the 
government  and  criminal  juftice  and  mint  of  Benares,^ 
with  its  dependencies,  ''  in  the  ufual  form  ;  exprefjing 
*'  the  conditions  already  refolved  on  in  the  feveral  proceed- 
"  ings  of  the  Board,'^  And  on  the  fame  day  a  letter  was 
written  to  the  refident  at  Benares,  fignifying  that  they 
had  ordered  the  proper  instruments  to  be  prepared, 
fpecifying  the  terms  concerning  the  remittance  of  the 
Rajah's  tribute  to  Calcutta,  as  well  as  ^'  the  fever a^ 
"  other  conditions  which  had  been  already  agreed  to*,  and 
^^  that  they  (hould  forward  it  to  iiim,  to  be  delivered 
^'  to  the  Rajah."  And  on  the  20th  of  March  follow- 
ing the  Board  did  again  explain  the  terms  of  the  faid 
tribute  in  a  letter  to  the  Court  of  Dirediors  ;  and  did 
add,  "  that  a  Sannud  (grant  or  patent)  for  his  (Cheit 
^'  Sing's)  Zemindary  fhould  be  furniihed  him,  on  tb?fc^ 
*^  and  the  conditions  before  agreed  on" 

XIII, 

That  during  the  courfe  of  the  tranra6lions  aforefaid 
in  Council,  ^nd  the  various  aflli  ranees,  given  to  the 
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Rajah  and  the  Court  of  Dire6lors,  certain  improper 
and  fraudulent  practices  were  ufed  with  regard  to  the 
fymbols  of  inveftiiure  which  ought  to  have  been  given, 
and  the  form  of  the  deeds  by  which  thefa"d  Zemindary 
ought  to  have  been  granted :  for  it  appears  that  the 
original  deeds  v/ere  figned  by  the  Board  on  the  4th  of 
September  1775,  and  tranfmitted  to  Mr.  Fowke,  the 
refident  at  the  Rajah's  Court  ;  and  that,  on  the  ::;oth 
of  November  following,  the  Court  of  Diredtors  were 
acquainted,  by  the  laid  Warren  Haflings  and  the 
Council,  that  Rajah  Cheit  Sing  had  been  invefted  with 
the  Sannud  (charters  or  patents^  fot  his  Zemindary, 
and  the  Kellaut  (or  robes  of  inveftiture)  in  all  the  pro- 
per forms.  But,  on  the  ift  of  Odlober  1775,  the 
Rajah  did  complain  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  that  the  Kellaut  (^or  robes)  with  which  he 
was  to  be  invefted,  according  to  their  order,  ''  is  not 
V  of  the  fame  kind  as  that  which  he  received  from  the  late 
*•  Vizier  on  the  like  occafion.'*  In  confequence  of  the 
faid  complaint,  the  Board  did,  m  their  letter  to  the 
refident  of  the  i  ith  of  the  fame  month,  defire  him  "  to 
'^  make  inquiry  refpedting  the  nature  of  the  Kellaut,  ■ 
**  and  inveil  him  v/ith  one  of  the  fame  forty  on  the  part 
*'  of  this  government,  inftead  of  that  which  they 
"  formerly  defcribed  to  him/'  And  it  appears  highly 
probable,  that  the  inftruments  which  accompanied 
the  faid  robes  of  inveftiture  were  made  in  a.  manner 
conformable  to  the  orders  and  directions  of  the  Board, 
and  the  conditions  by  them  agreed  to  ;  as  the  Rajah, 
who  complained  of  the  infufficiency  of  the  robes,  did 
make  no  com.plaint  of  the  infufficiency  of  the  inftru- 
ments, or  of  any  deviation  in  them  from  thofe  he  ha,d 
formerly  received  from  the  Vizier.  But  a  copy  or  du- 
-plicate  of  the  faid  deeds  or  inftruments  were  in  fome  manner 
furrepthioufly  difpofed  ofy  and  ivithkeld  from  the  records  of 
the  Company,  and  never  were  tranfmited  to  the  Court  of 
Direclors<. 

XIV. 

That  feveral  months  sfter  the  faid  fettlement  and 
inveftiture^  name.y,  on  the   15th  of  April  1776,  thjs 
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Secretary  informed  the  Court  that  he  had  prepared  a 
Sannud,  Cabbolut,  and  Pottah  (that  is,  a  patent,  an 
agreement,  and  a  rent  roll)  for  Cheit  Sing's  Zemin 
dary  ;  and  the  Board  ordered  the  fame  to  be  executed. 
But  the  refident,  on  receiving  the  fame,  did  tranfmit 
the  feveral  objeclions  made  by  ^he  Rajah  thereto,  and 
particularly  to  a  claiife  in  the  patent,  made  in  direct 
contradidion  to  the  engagements  of  the  Council  fo 
folemnly  and  repeatedly  given  ;  by  which  claufe  the 
former  patents  ^/re  declared  to  be  nulL  That  on  the 
rcprefentation  aforefaid,  on  the  29th  July,  the  feere- 
tary  was  ordered  to  prepare  new  and  proper  inftrviments, 
omitting  the  claufe  declaring  tjie  former  Fafents 
to  he  nully  and  the  faid  new  patents  were  delivered  to 
the  Rajah  \  and  the  others  which  he  objcd:ed  to,  as 
well  as  thofe  which  had  been  delivered  to  him  origi- 
nally,  were  returned  to  the  prelidency.  But  neither 
the  firft  fet  of  deeds^  nor  the  fraudulent  patent  afore^ 
faid,  nor  the  new  inftruments  made  out  on  the  com-^ 
plaint  of  the  Rajah,  omitting  the  exceptionable  words» 
have  been  inferted  in  the  records,  although  it  was  the 
particular  duty  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  that  all 
tranfadlions  with  the  country  powers  fliould  be  faith- 
fully entered ;  as  well  as  to  take  care  that  all  inftru- 
ments  tranfmitted  to  them,  on  the  faith  of  the  Com- 
pany, fliould  be  honeftly,  candidly,  and  fairly  exe- 
cuted, according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
engagements  entered  into  on  the  part  of  the  Company  ; 
giving,  by  the  faid  complicated,  artificial,  and  frau- 
dulent management,  as  well  as  by  his  faid  omitting  to 
record  the  faid  material  document,  Urong  reafon  to 
prefume  that  he  did  even  then  meditate  to  make  fome 
evil  ufe  of  the  deeds  which  he  thus  withheld  from  the 
Company,  and  which  he  did  afterwards  in  reality  make, 
vyhen  he  found  means  and  opportunity  to  effed  his  evil 
purpofc, 

END    OF    PART    III. 
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PART      II. 

Defigns  of  Mr,  Haftings  to  ruin  the  Rajah 

of  Benares, 

I. 

THAT  the  tribute  transferred  to  the  Company,  by 
the  treaty  with  the  Nabob  of  Oude^  being  25O5O00L 
a  year  fterling,  and  upwards,  without  any  dedudions 
v/hatfoeverj  was  paid  monthly,  with  fuch  pun6tual  ex- 
adinefs,  as  had  no  parallel  in  the  Company's  dealings 
with  any  of  the  native  princes,  or  with  any  fubjeft  Ze- 
minder,  being  the  only  one  who  never  was  in  arrears ; 
and,  according  to  all  appearance,  a  perfect  harmony 
did  prevail  between  the  Supreme  Council  at  Calcutta 
and  the  Rajah,  But  though  the  Rajah  of  Benares  fur- 
niihed  no  occalion  of  diipleafure  to  the  Board,  yet  it 
fince  appears  that  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did,  at 
fome  time  in  the  year  1777,  conceive  difpleafure  a- 
gainft  hirn.  In  that  year,  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
retradted  his  own  adl  of  relignation  of  his  office,  made 
to  the  Court  of  Directors  through  his  ao;ent  Mr. 
Maclean  5  and,  calling  in  the  aid  of  the  military  to 
iupport  him  in  his  authority,  brought  the  divifions  of 
the  government,  according  to  his  own  expreffion, 
^  *^  to  an  extremity  bordering  on  civil  violence."  This 
extremity  he  attributes,  in  a  narrative  by  himtranfmit- 
ted  to  the  Court  of  Diredors,  and  printed,  not  to  his 
own  fraud  and  prevarication,  but  to  what  he  calls  "  an 
^^  attempt  to  wreft  from  him  his  authority  ;"  and  in 
the  faid  narrative  he  pretends  that  the  Rajah  of  Benares 
had  deputed  an  agent,  with  an  exprefs  commiffion,  to 
his  opponent  Sir  John  Clavering. — This  fa(^,  if  it  had 
been  true,  (which  is  not  proved)  was  in  no  fort  crimi- 
nal or  offenfive  to  the  Company's  Government;  but 
was  at  firft  light  nothing  more  than  a  proper  mark  of 
duty  and  refpcd  to  the   fuppofed   fucceflion  of  office*. 

Nor 
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Nor  is  it  poffible  to  conceive  in  what  manner  it  could 
offend  the  faid  Haftings,  if  he  did  not  imagine  that 
the  exprefs  comnaiflion,  to  which  in  the  faid  narrative 
he  refers,  might  relate  to  the  difcovery  to  Sir  John 
Clavering  of  fome  pradiice  which  he  might  v;i(h  to 
conceal ;  the  faid  Ciavering,  whom  he  ftyles  ^'  his  op- 
','  ponent"  having  been  engaged,  in  obedience  to  the 
Company's  exprefs  orders,  in  the  difcovery  of  fun- 
dry  peculations,  and  other  evil  pra6:ices,  charged 
upon  the  faid  Haflings.  But  although,  at  the  time  of 
the  faid  pretended  depuration,  he  diifembled  his  re- 
fentment,  it  appears  to  have  rankled  in  his  mind,  and 
that  he  never  forgave  it,  of  whatever  nature  it  might 
have  been  (the  fame  never  having  been  by  him  explain- 
ed ;)  and  fome  years  after  he  recorded  it  in  his  juffcifi- 
cation  of  his  opprelTive  condudl  towards  the  Rajah, 
urging  the  fame,  with  great  virulence  and  afperity,  as 
a  proof  or  prefumption  of  his  the  faid  Rajah's  difaffec- 
tion  to  the  Company's  Government ;  and,  by  his  fubfe- 
quent  ads,  he  feems  from  the  firft  to  have  refolved, 
when  opportunity  ihould  occur,  on  a  fevere  revenge. 

II. 

That  having  obtained,  in  his  cafting  vote,  a  majori- 
ty in  Council,  on  the  death  of  Sir  John  Clavering  and 
Mr.  Monfon,  he  did  fuddenly,  and  without  any  previ- 
ous general  communication  with  the  Members  of  the 
Board,  by  a  minute  of  confultation  of  the  9th  of  July 
1778,  make  an  extraordinary  demand,  '  namely, 
*^  that  the  Rajah  of  Benares  (hould  confent  to  the  ef- 
"  tablifhment  of  three  regular  battalions  of  Sepoys, 
*^  to  be  raifedand  maintained  at  his  own  expence  i"  and  the 
faid  expence  was  ellimated  at  between  fifty  and  lixty 
thoufand  pounds  flerling. 

III. 

That  the  faid  requifition  did  fuppofe  the  confent  of 
the  Rajah,  the  very  word  being  inferted  in  the  body  of 
his,  the  faid  Warren  Hailings's,  minute  5  and  the  fame 

v/as 
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xvas  agreed  to,  though  with  fome  doubts  on  the  parts 
oF  two  of  his  colleagues^  Mr.  Francis  and  Mr.  Wheler^ 
concerning  the  right  of  making  the  fame^  even  worded 
as  it  was.  But  Mr.  Francis  and  Mn  Wheler  foon  after 
finding  that  the  Rajah  was  much  alarmed  by  this  de- 
parture from  the  treaty^  the  requifition  aforefaid  was 
llrenuouily  oppofed  by  them.  The  faid  Haflings  did, 
notwithflanding  this  oppofition,  perfferve  ;  and  by  his 
calling  vote  alone  did  carry  the  faid  unjuft  and  oppref- 
live  demand.  The  Rajah  fubmittcd,  after  fome  mur-- 
muring  and  remonftrance,  to  pay  the  fum  required  j 
but  on  the  exprefs  condition  (as  has  been  frequently 
afierted  by  him  to  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  without 
any  contradiction)  that  the  exadion  fhould  continue 
but  for  one  year,  and  JJjould  not  he  drawn  into  precedent. 
He  alfo  requefted  that  the  extraordinary  demand  fhould 
be  paid  along  with  the  inflalments  of  his  monthly  tri- 
bute :  But  although  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  not 
fo  much  as  pretend  that  the  inflant  payment  was  at  all 
EecefTary,  and  though  he  was  urged  by  his  before- 
mentioned  colleagues  to  moderate  his  proceedings^  he 
did  infifl  upon  immediate  payment  of  the  whole  ;  and 
did  deliver  his  demand  in  proud  and  infulting  language/ 
wholly  unfit  for  a  governor  of  a  civilized  nation  to  ufc 
towards  eminent  perfons  in  alliance  with,  and  in  ho-- 
nourable  and  free  dependence  upon,  its  government  ;■ 
and  did  fupportthe  fame  with  arguments  full  of  unwar-^ 
tantable  paflion,  and  with  references  to  reports  affec- 
ting merely  his  own  perfonal  power  and  confideration, 
which  reports  were  not  proved,  nor  attempted  to  be 
proved-,  and,  if  proved,  furnifhing  reafons  infufficient  for 
his  purpofe,  and  indecent  in  any  public  proceedings. 
That  the  faid  Haflings  did  caufe  the  faid  fums  of  money 
to  be  rigeroufly  exaSed,  although  no  fuch  regular  bat- 
talions, as  he  pretended  to  eilablifh  as  a  colour  for  hi^ 
demand  on  the  Rajah,  were  then  raifed,  or  any  fleps 
taken  towards  raifing  them.  And  when  the  faid  Rajah 
pleaded  his  inability  to  pay  the  whole  fum  at  once, 
he,  the  faid  Haflings,  perfevering  in  his  faid  outra- 
geous and  violent  demeanour,  did  order  the  Refidcnt  to 
wait  on  the  Rajah  forthwith,  and  *'  demand  of  him  in 

"  perfon. 
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*'  perfon,  and  by  writing,  the  full  payment  in  fpecis 
*^  to  be  made  to  him  within  five  days  of  fuch  demand  | 
"  and  to  declare  to  him,  in  the  name  of  this  Govern- 
"  menr,  that  his  evadino;  or  ntgledling  to  accom.pljfh 
"  the  payment  thereof  within  that  fpace  of  time,  fhould 
'^  be  deemed  equivalent  to  an  ahfolute  refufal;  and  in 
'^  cafe  of  non-compliance  with  this  (the  Refident's) 
*^  demand,  ive  peremptorily  enjoin  you  to  refrain  from  all 
*'  further  interccurfe  with  him  ;"  The  faid  Hailings  ap- 
pearing, by  all  his  proceedings,  to  be  more  difpofed  to 
bring  on  a  quarrel  with  the  Prince  of  Benares,  than  to 
provide  money  for  any  public  fervicc, 

IV. 

That  the  faid  demand  was  complied  witH,  and  tfie 
whole  thereof  paid  on  the  loth  of  October,  that  year* 
'And  the  faid  Rajah  did  write  to  the  faid  Haftings  a 
letter,  in  order  to  mitigate  and  mollify  him.,  declaring 
to  the  faid  Haftings,  that  h  s  fule  reliance  was  on 
him,  "  and  that  in  every  inifance  he  depended  on  his 
'^  faith,  religion,  protnifes,  and  anions."  But  he^ 
the  faid  Warren  Hiifiings,  as  if  the  being  reminded  of 
his  faith  and  promifes  were  an  incentive  to  him  to  vio- 
late the  fame,  although  he  had  agreed  that  his  demand 
fhould  not  be  drawn  into  precedent,  and  the  payment  of 
the  50,0001.  aforefaid  fhould  continue  only  for  one  year, 
did,  the  very  day  after  he  had  received  the  letter  afore- 
faid, renew  a  demand  of  the  fame  nature,  and  on  the 
fame  pretence,  this  year,  even  lefs  plaufible  than  the 
former  of  three  battalions  to  be  raifed.  The  faid  Rajah, 
on  being  informed  of  this  requifition,  did  remind  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  ihat  he  engaged,-  in  the  laft  year, 
that  but  one  payment  Ihouid  be  made,  and  that  he 
ihould  not  be  called  upon  in  future;  and  pleading  in° 
ability  to  difcharge  the  new  demand,  declared  himfelf 
in  the  following  words  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  : 
*^  I  am  therefore  hopeful  you  will  be  kindly  pleafed  to 
'*  excufe  me  the  five  lacks  now  demanded,  and  that 
*'  nothing  may  be  demanded  of  me  beyond  the  a- 
*'  mount  expreficd  in  the  Pottah/' 

F  T.  That 
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V. 

That  on  the  day  after  the  receipt  of  this  letter,  that 
Is,  on  the  28th  Auguft  1779,  he,  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  made  a  reply  to  the  faid  letter ;  and,  with- 
out any  remark  whatfoever  on  the  allegation  of  the 
Rajah,  ftating  to  him  his  engagement  that  he,  the  faid 
Rajah,  fliould  not  be  called  upon  in  future,  he  faj-s, 
*'  I  now  repeat  my  demand,  that  you  do,  on  the  receipt 
«'  of  this,  without  evafion  or  delay,  pay  the  five  lack 
*^  of  rupees  into  the .  hands  of  Mr.  Thomas  Graham,. 
^'  who  has  orders  to  receive  it  from  you;  and,  in  cafe 
*^  of  your  refufal,  to  fummon  the  two  battalions  of  Sc- 
"  poys,  under  the  command  of  Major  Camac,  to  Be- 
*'  nares,  that  meafures  may  be  taken  to  oblige  you  to 
<'  a  complianGc  :  And,  in  this  cafe,  the  whole  expence 
"  of  the  corps,  from  the  time  of  its  march,  will  fall  oa 
''  you. 

VI. 

That  the  faid  Rajah  did  a  fecond  and  third  time  re- 
prefent  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  that  he  had  broke 
his  promife,  and  the  faid  Haftings  did  in  no  manner 
deny  the  fame  ;  but  did,  in  coiitempt  thereof,  as  well 
as  of  the  original  treaty  between  the  Company  and  the 
Rajah,  order^two  battalions  of  troops  to  march  into  his 
territories,  and  in  a  manner  the  moft  harfli,  infulting, 
and  defpotic,  as  if  to  provoke  that  Prince  to  fome  a6fe 
of  reftftance,  did  compel  him  to  the  payment  of  the 
faid  fecond  unjuft  demand  ;  and  did  extort  alfo  the  funi 
of  2,000/.  on  pretence  of  the  charge  of  the  troops  en> 
ployed  to  coerce  him. 

VII. 

That  the  third  year,  that  is  to  fay,  in  the  year  1 780, 
the  fame  demand  was,  with  the  fame  menaces,  renewed  f 
and  did,  as  before,  produce  feveral  humble  remon- 
ftranccs  and  fubmiftlve  complaints,  which  the  faid  Haf- 
tings did  always  treat  as  crimes  and  offences  of  the 
higheft  order  :  And  although  in  the  regular  fubftdy  or 

tribute,., 
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tribute,  which  was  monthly  payable  by  treaty,  fifty  days 
of  grace  were  allowed  on  each  pa, ment,  and  after  the 
expiration  of  the  faid  fifty  days  one  quarter  per  cent, 
only  was  provided  as  a  penalty,  he,  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  on  fome  ihort  delay  of  payment  of  his  third 
arbitrary  and  illegal  demand,  did  prefume,  of  his  own 
authority,  to  impofe  a  fine  or  mul<5l  of  10,000 1.  on 
the  faid  Rajah  ;  And  though  it  does  not  appear  whe- 
ther or  no  the  fame  was  adually  levied,  the  faid 
threat  was  foon  after  followed  by  an  order,  from  the 
faid  Haftings,  for  the  march  of  troops  into  the  coun- 
try of  Benares,  as  in  the  preceding  year. 

VIII. 

That  thefe  violent  and  infulting  meafures  failing  to 
provoke  the  Rajah,  and  he  having  paid  up  the  whole 
demand,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  being  refolved  to 
drive  kim  to  extremities,  did  make  on  the  faid  Rajah 
a  fudden  demand,  over  and  above  the  ordinary  tribute 
or  fubfidy  of  £.  260,000  per  annum,  and  over  and 
above  the  ^f  .50,000  extraordinary  to  provide  a  body  of 
cavalry  for  the  fervice  of  the  Bengal  Government. 

IX. 

The  demand,  as  exprefTed  in  the  minute  of  confulta^ 
tion,  and  in  the  public  inftru6lions  of  the  Board  to  the 
refident,  to  make  the  requifition,  is  "  for  fuch  part  of 
"  the  cavalry  entertained  in  his  fervice  as  he  can  fpare  ;" 
and  the  demand  is  in  this,  and  in  no  other  manner,  de- 
fcribed  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council  in  their 
letter  to  the  Court  of  Directors.  But  in  a  narrative  of 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  addrefled  to  Edward  Whe- 
ier,  Efquire,  it  appears,  that  upon  the  Rajah's  making 
difficulties,  according  to  the  reprcfentation  of  the  faid 
Haftings,  relative  to  the  faid  requifition,  the  corref- 
pondence  concerning  which  the  faid  Haftings  hath 
fraudulently  fupprefled,  he,  the  faid  Haftings,  inftead 
of  adhering  to  the  requifition  of  fuch  cayalry  as  the  Ra- 
jfh  could  fpare y  and  which  was  all  that  by  the  order  of 
i-  Fa  Council 
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Council  he  was  authorized  to  make,  did,  of  his  own 
private  and  arbritary  authority,  in  fome  letter  which  he 
hath  fuppreiled,  inftrud:  the  refident  Markhani  to 
make  a  peremptory  demand  for  2000  cavalry,  which  he 
well  knew  to  be  more  than  the  Rajah's  finances  could 
fupport,  eftimating  the  provinon  for  the  fame  at 
^^.96,000  a  year  at  the  lowed,  though  the  expence  of 
the  fame  would  probably  have  been  much  more  :  which 
extravagant  demand  the  faid  Haftings  could  only  have 
rnade  in  hopes  of  provoking  the  Rajah  to  fome  impru- 
dent meafure,  or  paffionate  remonftrance.  And  this 
arbitrary  demand  of  cavalry  was  made  and  peremptorily 
infilled  on,  although  in  the  original  trcraiy  with  thp 
faid  Rajah  it  was  left  entirely  optional  whether  or  not 
he  fhould  keep  up  any  cavalry  at  all :  and  in  the  mir 
nute  of  confultation  it  was  exprefsly  mentioned  to  be 
thus  optional  ;  and  that/for  whatfoever  cavalry  he,  the 
faid  Rajah  fnould  furnifli,  he  fnould  be  paid  15  rupee^ 
per  month  for  each  p^vate,  and  fo  in  proportion  for 
officers  :  yet  the  demarfci  afprefaid  was  made  without 
any  offer  whatfoever  of  providing  the  laid  payment  ac^ 
cording  to  treaty. 

That  the  faid  Haftings  did  foon  after,  but  upoi) 
what  grounds  does  not  appear  by  any  Minute  of 
Council,  or  from  any  correipondence  contained  in  his 
narrative,  reduce  the  demand  to  fifteen  thoufand,  and 
afterwards  to  one  thoufand  ;  by  which  he  (hewed  him- 
felf  to  be  fenfible  of  the  extravagance  of  his  firflrequifi- 
tion, 

XL 

That  in  confequence  of  thefe  requifuions,  as  he  af? 
ferts  in  his  narative  aforefaid,  the  Rajah  '^  did  offer 
"  550  horfe,  but  fent  none."  But  the  faid  Haflings 
doth  not  accompany  his  faid  narrative  with  any 
voucher  or  document  whatever;  and  therefore  the  ac- 
count given  by  the  Rajah,  and  delivered  to  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings  himlelf,  infcrted  by  the  faid  Warren 

Haflings 
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Haftings  himfelf,  in  his  narrative,  aH#!n  no  part  thereof 
attempted  to  be  impeached^  is  more  worthy  of  credit ; 
that  is  to  fay,         ^ 

*'  With  refped  to  the  horfe,  you  deiired  rne  in  your 
*'  letter  to  iniorm  you  of  what  number  I  could  afford 
f^  to  ftation  with  you.  I  fent  you  a  particular  account 
^'  of  all  that  wtre  in  my  fervice,  amounting  to  one 
"  thouiand  three  hundred  horfe..  of  which  feveral  were 
"  flationed  atdifcant  places  -,  but  I  received  no  anfwer  to 
5'  this.  Mr.  Markam  delivered  me  an  order  to  prepare 
'^  a  thouiand  horfe.  In  compliance  with  your 
'"•  wifhes,  I  collefted  five  hundred  horfe^  and  a  lubfti- 
"  tute  for  the  remainder,  five  hundred  BurkuncalTes 
^f  [Match-lock-men],  of  which  I  fent  you  information  ; 
*'.  I  told  Mr.  Markham  that  they  were  ready  to  go 
*^  to  whatever  place  they  fnould  be  fent.  No  anfwer, 
"  however,  came  from  you  on  this  head,  and  I  remain- 
"  cd  aftonifhed  at  the  caufe  of  ir.  Repeatedly  I  aik- 
^^  ed  Mr.  Markham  about  an  anfwer  to  my  letter 
*^  about  the  horfe;  but  he  told  me  that  he  did  not 
^^  know  the  reafon  of  no  anfwer  having  been  fent, 
*'  I  remained  aftoniilied.'' 

XII, 

That  the  faid  Haflings  is  guilty  of  an  hi^h  offence, 
in  not  giving  an  anfwer  to  letters  of  fuch  impor- 
tance, and  in  concealing  the  faid  letters  from  the  Court 
of  Directors,  as  well  as  much  of  his  correfpondence 
with  the  refidents ;  and  more  particularly  in  not  dired- 
ing  to  what  place  the  cavalry  and  match-lock-men  a- 
forefaid  fnould  be  fent,  when  the  Rajah  had  declared 
they  were  ready  to  go  to  whatever  fervice  Ihouid  be 
deftined  for  them,  and  afterwards  in  malicioully  accu- 
fing  the  Rajah  for  not  having  fent  the  fame. 

XIII. 

That,  on  the  3d  of  February  £781,  a  new  demarKi 
for  the  fupport  of  the  three  fidtitious  battalions  of  fe- 
poys  aforefaid  was  made  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings : 
but,  whilft  the  Rajah  was  paying  by  inftalments  the 
faid  arbitrary  deniaad^   the  faid  Rajah   was  alarmed 

with 
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with  feme  intelligence  of  fecret  proje6ls  on  foot  for 
fcis  ruin  ;  and  being  well  apprized  of  the  malicious  and 
revengeful  temper  of  the  faid  Haftings,  in  order  to 
pacify  him,  if  pofTibJe,  offered  to  redeem  himfelf  by 
a  large  ranfom,  to  the  amount  of  two  hundred  thou- 
fand  jx)U'nds  fterling,  to  be  paid  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Company,  And  it  appears  that  the  faid  alarm  was  far 
from  groundlefs  ;  for  Major  Palmer,  one  of  the  fecret 
and  confidential  agents  of  the  faid  Haflings,  hath 
fworn,  on  the  fourth  of  December  1781,  at  the  defira 
of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  before  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
to  the  following  effedt ;  that  is  to  fay,  '^  that  the  faid 
€i  Warren  Hailing  had  told  him,  the  faid  Palmer,  that 
^'  he,  the  faid  Haiti ngs,  had  rcjeded  the  offer  of  two 
"  hundred  thoufand  pounds  made  by  theR^ijah  of  Be- 
*^  n ares  for  the  public  fervice  ;  and  that  he  was  re- 
*'  folved  to  convert  the  faults  committed  by  the  Rajah  into 
''  apuhlic  henejity  and  would  exact  the  Turn  of  {^.  50o,ooq 
*'  as  a  punifhment  for  his  breach  of  engagements  with 
"  the  government  of  Bengal,  and  adls  of  mifcondudt 
<^  in  his  Zemindary;  and,  if  the  Rajah  fhould  abfo- 
"  lutely  refufe  the  demand,  that  he  would  deprive  him 
"  of  his  Zemipd^ry,  or  transfer  the  fbvereignty  thereof 
«'  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude." 

■       XIV, 

And  Mr.  Anderfon,  in  his  declaration  from  Scindia'^ 
camp,  of  the  4th  of  January  178?,  did  alfo,  at  the 
dcfire  of  Mr.  Haflings,  depole  (though  not  on  oath) 
concerning  a  converfation  between  him  and  the  faid 
Haftings  (but  mentioning  neither  time  nor  place  where 
the  larhe  was  held;)  in  which  converfation,  after  reci- 
tincy  the  allepaticns  of  the  faid  Haftinors  relative  to  fe- 
vtral  particulars  of  the  delay  and  backwardnefs  of  the 
Rajah  in  paying  the  aforefaid  extra  demand,  and  his 
refolution  to  exa(5t  from  the  Rajnh  '^  a  confiderable  fum 
"  of  money  to  the  relief  of  the  Company's  exigences," 
he  proceeds  in  the  following  words;  "  That  if  he  (the 
**  Rajah)  confented,  you  (the  faid  Warren  Piailings) 
"  were  dcfirous  of  efiaUiJloing  his  pojejfwns  on  the  mojl 

M  permchi 
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^^  fermanent  and  eligible  fooiing ;  but,  if  he  refufed,  yo* 
*'  had  it  in  your  power  to  raifealargefum  fortheGom- 
"  pany,  by  accepting  an  offer  which  had  been  made 
"  for  his  diftridls  by  the  Vizier."  And  the  faid  An- 
derfon,  in  the  declaration  afortlaid,  made  at  therequefl 
of  the  faid  Haltings,  and  addrelTed  to  him,  expreiTcd 
himfelf  as  follows  :  ^^  That  you  told  me  you  had  com- 
*^  municatcd  our  defigns  to  Mr.  Whekr  (his  only  re- 
^^  maining  colleague  y)  and  I  believe,  but  I  do  not 
*^  polxtively  recoiled:,  you  faid  he  concurred  in  them." 
But  no  trace  of  any  fuch  communication  or  concur- 
rence did,  at  the  tinae  referred  to,  or  at  any  time  ever 
after,  appear  on  the  confuhations,  as  it  ought  to  have 
done  5  and  the  faid  Hallings  is  criminal*,  for  having 
omitted  to  enter  and  record  the  proceeding.  That  the 
faid  Wheler  did  alfo  declare,  but  a  confiderabie  time 
after  the  date  of  the  converfations  aforefaid,  that  "  on 
*^  the  eve  of  the  Governor  General's  departure,  the  faid 
*^  Haftings  had  told  him,  that  the  Rajah's  offences 
^^  (not  ilating  what  offences,  he  having  paid  up  all  the 
"  demands^  ordinary  and  extraordinary^  were  declared 
^'  to  require  early  punifhment ;  and  as  his  wealth  was 
*^  greaty  and  the  Company  s  exigences  p^'ejjing,  it  was 
**  thought  a  meafare  of  policy  and  of  juftice,  to  exaft 
**  from  him  a  large  pecuniary  muld:  for  their  relief, 
*'  The  fum  to  which  the  Governor  declared  his  refolu- 
"  tion  to  extend  the  fine,  was  forty  or  fifty  lacks;  his 
"  ability  to  pay  it,  was  ilated  as  a  fact  that  could  not 
*'  admit  of  a  doubt;  and  thetwoalternativesy  on  which 
**  the  Governor  declared  himfelf  to  have  refolved, 
*'  were,  to  thebeft  of  my  recolledion,  either  a  removal 
'*  from  his  Zemindary  entirely ;  or,  by  raking  imme- 
'^  diate  pofTeffion  of  all  his  iorrs,  to  obcain  out  of 
"  the  treafure  depofued  in  them  the  above  fum  for  the 
"  Company." 

XV.      ■ 

^  That,  in  the  declaration  of  the  faid  Wheler,  the 
time  of  the  converfation  aforefaid  is  ilated  to  be  on  the 
«ve  of  the  Governor's  departure^,  and  then  faid  to  be 

Gonfi- 
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c6nfi(^'=ntial ;  nor  is  it  faid  or  Infinnated  that  he  knevt 
or  ever  heard  thereof  at  a  more  early  period  ;  though 
it  appears  by  Major  Palmer's  affidavit,  that  the  defign 
of  taking  H'  t  four  or  five,  but  abfolutely  five  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  from  the  Rajah,  was  communicated 
to  him  as  early  as  the  month  of  June.  And  it  does  not 
appear,  by  the  declarations  of  the  faid  Wheler,  he  did 
ever  cafually  or  officially  approve  of  the  meafure  ; 
which  long  concealment  and  late  communication,  time 
not  being  allowed  to  his  colleague  to  confider  the  na- 
ture and  confequeiices  of  fuch  a  projed:,  or  to  advife 
any  precaution  concerning  the  fame^  is  a  high  mifde- 
meanour.' 

XVL  ] 

That  the  faid  Hafilngs,  having  fortned  a  fefolutian 
to  execute  one  of  the  three  violent  and  arbitrary  refo- 
lutions  aforefaid  -,  namely,  to  Itll  the  Company's  fove- 
reignty  over  Benares  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude;  or  to  dif- 
poffefs  the  Rajah  of   his  territories  ;^  or  to  feize  upon 
his  forts,  and  to  plunder  them  of  the  treafure  therein 
contained,    to  the  amount  of  four  or   five  hundred 
thoufand^ pounds ;  did  rejed:  the  offer  of  tv/o  hundred 
thoiifarid  pounds,  tendered  by  the  faid  Rajah  for  his 
redemption  from  the  injuries  which   he  had  difcover- 
ed   that  the    faid    Haflings   had   clandeftinely    medi- 
tated againit  him,  although  the  fum  aforefaid  would 
have  been  a  confiderable  and  feafonable  acquifition   at 
that  time;  the  faid   Haftings  being  determined,   at  a 
critical   period,    to  riik  the    exiftence  of  the^  Britifh 
Empire,  rather  than  fail  in  the  gratification  of  his  re- 
venge againft  the  faid  Rajah.  ', 

XVII. 

That  the  firft  of  his  three  inftitured  projefts,  name- 
ly,  the  depriving  the  Rajah  of  his  territories,  was  by 
himfelf  confidered  as  a  meafure  likely  to  be  produdive 
of  much  odium  to  Use  Britifh  Government ;  he  having 
declared,  whatever  opinions  he  might  entertain  of  its 

,  jufticc 
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iiftice,  "That  it  would  have  an  appearance  of  y^i;^- 
'^^  rity  ;  and  might  ftrrnifh  grounds  unfavourable  to  the 
^*  credii  of  our  go^ernffient^  and  to  his  own  repuiatiom 
^^  frotn  the  natural  influence  whkh  every  a5i  of  rigouf^ 
^^  exerciled  in  the  perforin  of  men  in  elevated fttuations^ 
*'  is  apt  to  impreft  on  thofe  who  are  too  remote  from 
•*  the  fcene  of  adtion  to  judge,  by  any  evidence  of 
^'  the  facts  thtmfclves,  of  theif  motives  or  pro- 
♦'  priety/*  And  the  fecdnd  attempt^  the  fum  of  money 
which  he  aimed  at  by  alttackirjg  the  fortreffes  of  the 
Rajah,  and  plundering  them  of  the  treaftire  fuppofed 
to  be  there  fecufed,  befides  the  obviotts  uncertainty  of 
acquiring  what  w^s  thus  fought,  would  be  liable  to> 
the  fame  imputations  with  the  formeh  And  with  re- 
gard to  the  thifd  projedt,  namely,  the  fale  of  the 
Company's  fovereignty  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and 
his  having  adlually  received  propofah  fof  the  fame> 
it  was  an  high  offence  to  the  Company,  as  preftiming, 
without  their  authority  ot  confenr^  to  put  up  to  fal6 
their  fovereign  rights ;  and  particularly  to  put  thetu 
up  to  fale  to  that  very  perfon,  againfl  whom  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  faid  province  had  been  declared  by 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  to  be  neceifary,  a^ 
a  barrier  for  the  fec%ifity  of  the  other  provinces,  in 
cafe  of  a  future  rupture  with  him.  It  was  an  heinous 
injury  to  the  faid  Rajah,  to  attempt  to  change  his  re- 
lation without  his  confent,  efpecially  on  account  of 
the  perfon  t  >  whonfi  he  was  to  be  made  over  for  moneys 
by  reafon  g^  the  known  enmitv  ftfbfifting  between  his 
family  and  that  of  the  Nabob,  who  was  to  be  the 
purchafer ;  artd  it  was  a  grievous  oinrage  on  the  inno- 
cent inhabitants  of  the  Zernindary  of  Benares,  to  pro- 
pofe  putting  them  under  a  perfon  \otig  before  defcribed 
by  himfelf,  to  the  Court  of  Ditedors,  ^'  to  want  the 
*^  qualities  of  the  head  and  heart  requifite  for  his 
"  ftation  •/'  and  in  a  letter  from  the  Britifh  refident  at 
Oude,  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  Court,  reprefents  him 
*'  to  have  wholly  loft,  by  his  oppreJfwnSf  the  confidence 
*^  and  afFedtions  of  his  own  fubje<fls  i"  and  whofe  dif« 
trelTes,  and  the  known  diforders  in  his  government^ 
he,  the  faid  Haftings,  did  attribute  folely  to  his  own 
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bad  condu6t  and  evil  character  :  admitting  alfo  in  a 
letter  written  to  Edward  Wheler,  Efq.  and  tranfmitted 
to  the  Court  of  Directors,  '^  that  many  circumftances 
**  did  favour  fufpicion  of  his  (the  faid  Nabob's)  fide- 
*^  lity  ta  the  Englifh  intcreft,  the  Nabob  being  fur- 
''rounded  by  men  bafe  in  their  charadlers,  and  im- 
*'  provident  in  their  uhderftandings,  hrs  favourites  and 
**  his  companions  of  his  foofer  hours.  Thefe  had 
"  every  caufe  to  dread  the  effe^  of  my  influence  on 
"  theirs ;  and  both  thefe,  and  the  relations  of  the  fa- 
*'  mily,  whofe  view^  of  confequence  and  power  were 
*'  intercepted  by  our  participation  in  the  adminillra- 
'^  tion  of  his  affairs,  entertained  a  mortal  hated  to  our 
"  naion^  and  openly  avowed  it.'*^  And  the  faid 
Haftings  was  well  aware,  that  in  cafe  the  Nabob,  by 
him  defcrii  ed  in  the  manner  aforcfaid,  on  making 
fiich  purchafe,  fliould  continue  to  obferve  the  terms 
of  his  father's  original  covenants  and  engagements 
with  the  R  jah>  and  fhould  pay  the  Company  the  only 
tribute  which  he  could  lawful! v  cxa<fl:  from  the  faid 
Rajah;  it  was.  impoffible  that  he  could,  for  the  mere 
naked  and  unprofitable  rights  of  a  fovereignty  para- 
mount, afford  to  offer  fo  great  a  fum  as  the  Rajah 
did  offtr  to  the  faid  Haitings^  for  his  redemption  from 
oppreffion.  Such  an  acquifition  to  the  Nabob  (while 
he  kept  his  faith)  could  not  poffibly  be  of  any  advan- 
tage whatever  to  him  •,  and  that  therefore,  if  a  great 
fum  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  it  muft 
be  for  the  purpoie  of  oppreffion,  and  violation  of 
public  fai.h,  lo  be  perpetrated  in  the  perfon  of  the 
faid  Nabob,  to  an  extent  and  in  a  manner  which  the: 
faid  Hailings  was  then  apprehenfive  he  could  not  juftify  ' 
to  the  Court  of  D.redors,  as  his  own  perfonal  a€t. 
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PART      III. 

Expullion  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares, 

I. 

THAT  the  faid  Warren  Hailings,  being  refolvcd 
on  the  ruhi  of  the  Rajah  aforefald,  as  a  preliminary 
ilep  thereto  did,  againft  the  exprefs  orders  of  the 
Court  of  Diredors,  remove  Francis  Fowke,  Eiqiiire, 
the  Company's  refident  at  the  city  of  Benares,  with- 
out any  complaint,  or  pretence  of  complaint  whatfo- 
ever,  but  merely  on  his  own  declaration,  that  he  muft 
have,  as  a  refident  at  Benares,  a  perfon  of  his  own 
fpecial  and  perfonal  nomination  and  confidence,  and 
not  a  man  of  the  Company's  nomination  \  and  in  the 
place  of  the  faid  Francis  Fowke,  thus  illegally  diveil- 
cd  of  his  office,  did  appoint  thereto  another  ftrrvant  of 
jihe  Company  of  his  own  choice. 

That  foon  after  he  had  removed  the  Company's  re- 
fident, he  prepared  for  a  journey  to  the  upper  pro- 
vinces, and  particularly  to  Benares,  in  ordef  to  execute 
the  wicked  and  perfidious  defigns  by  him  before  me- 
ditated and  contrived ;  and  although  he  did  commu- 
nicate his  purppfe  privately  to  fuch  perfons  as  he 
thought  fit  to  entruft  therewith,  he  did  not  enter  any 
thing  on  the  confultations  to,  that  purpofe,  or  record 
the  principles,  real  or  pretended,  on  which  he  had  re- 
folved  to  a6l,  nor  did  he  ftate  any  guilt  in  the  Rajah 
which  he  intended  to  punifh,  or  charge  him,  the  faid 
Rajah,  wifh  entertaining  any  hoflile  intentions,  the 
effed:s  of  which  were  to  be  prevented  by  any  flrong 
meafurc  ;  but  on  the  contrary,  he  did  induftrioully 
conceal  his  real  defigns  from  the  Court  of  Direcftors, 
and  did  fallacioufly  enter  on  the  confultations  a  mi- 
I  oute  declaratory  of  purpofes   wholly  different  there- 
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from,  and  which  fuppofed  nothing  more  than  an  ^mi- 
cable  adjuftmenit,  founded  on  the  treaties  between  the 
Company  and  thje  Rajah,  inverting  bimfclf  by  his  faid 
minute  with  ''  full  power  and  authority  to  form  fucb 
**  arrangements  wiib  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  for  the 
^'  l^eUer  gpyernment  and  management  of  his  Zemin- 
•^  dairy,  ^nd  to  perform  fuch  adlsi  fpr  the  improvement 
^^  of  the  intereft  which  thp  Company  pofTefles  in  it, 
♦^  as  he  Ihall  think  Jif  and  confonant  to  the  mutual  en- 
*'  gagements  fubfifting  between  the  Company  c^nd  the  Ra- 
^*  jaf? ; "  and  for  this  and  other  purpofes  he  did  in- 
vert himfelf  with  the;  whole  power  of  thp  Council, 
giving  to  bimfelf  an  ay^hority,  as  if  his  a6bs  had  beeii 
the  ad:s  of  the  Council  itfelf ;  which,  though  a  power 
of  a  dangerous,  unwarrantable,  and  illegal  extent, 
yet  does  pjainly  imply  the  following  limits,  namely, 
that  the  adts  done  ftiould  be  arranged  with  the  Rajah^ 
^hat  is,  with  his  confent  *,  and,  fecondly.  That  they 
Ibquld  be  confonant  tp  the  adual  engagements  be^ 
|tw€en  the  parties  5  and  nothing  appears  in  tl]e  minute 
confer|:ing  the  faid  power,  which  did  exprefs  or  imply 
any  authority  for  depriving  the  Rajah  of  his  govern- 
rnent,  or  felling  the  fovereignty  thereof  to  his  here- 
ditary  enemy,  or  for  the  plunder  of  his  forf  tfeafures. 

HI- 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  havjng  formed  the 
plans  aforefaid  fpr  the  ruin  of  the  Rajah,  did  fct  out 
on  a  jpurney  to  the  city  of  Benares  with  a  great  train, 
but  with  a  very  fmall  force,  not  much  exceeding  fixj 
companies  of  regular  black  foldier^,,  to  perpetrate 
^omc  of  the  unjuft  and  violent  ad:s  by  hinri  rpedirated 
and  refolyed  on  :  And  the  faid  Haftings  was  met,  ac- 
cording to  the  ufgge  of  dirtinguiftied  perfons  in  thaf 
country,  by  the  Rajah  of  Benares  with  a  very  great 
attendance,  both  in  boats  and  on  fhore^  which  attend? 
ance  he  did  apparently  intend  as  a  mark  of  honour 
and  obfervance  to  the  place  and  perfon  of  the  faid 
Haftings,  but  which  the  faid  Haftings  did  afterwards 
groundlelsly  and  malicioully  reprefent  as  an  indjcatipn 
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of  a  defign  upon  his  life ;  and  the  faid  Rajah  came 
into  the  pinnace  in  which  the  faid  Haftings  was  car- 
j-ied,  and  in  a  lowly  and  Aippli^nt  manner,  alone,  and 
without  any  guard  or  attendance  whatfoever,  entreat- 
ed his  favour ;  aad  beipg  received  with  great  ftern- 
pefs  and  arrogance,  he  did  put  hb  tuf ban  in  the  lap 
of  the  faid  Hafbing^,  tijereby  fignifying,  t^t  he 
abandoned  his  life  and  fortune  t(?  his  difpofal,  an4 
then  departed ;  the  faid  Haftings  not  apprehending, 
lior  having  any  reafon  to  apprehend,  any  violence 
whatfoever  to  his  peffon^ 

That  the  faid  Haftings,  in  the  |utmoi1:  fecurity,  anoK 
freedom,  from  apprehenfion^  did  purfue  his  journey, 
and  did   arrive  at  the  city  of  Benares  on  the  14th  oiF 
Auguft  178 1,  fome  hours  before  th.e  Rajah,  who,  foou 
after  his  arrival,  intended  to  pay  him  a  vifit  of  honour 
^nd  refpe(3:  at  his  quarters^  but  was  by  the  faid  Haf- 
tings rudely  and  iofolently  forbid,  until  he  fhould  re- 
ceive his  permiflion.     And  the  faid  Haftings,  although 
he  had  previoufly  detern)ined  on  the  ruin  of  the  faid 
Rajahj  in  order  to  afford  fome  colour  of  regularity  and  ' 
juftice  to  his  proceeding?,  did,  on  the  day  after  his  ar- 
rival, that  fs,  on  the  15th  day  of  Auguft  1781,  fend  to 
the  Rajah  a  charge  in  writing,  which,  though  informal 
and  irregularj,  may  be  reduced  to  four  articles,  two 
general,  and  two  more   particular.     The  firft  of  the 
general   being,  ^f  That  he,  (the  Rajah)  had,   by  the 
5*  means  of  his  fecret   agenj:§,   endeavoured  to  excite 
**  diforders  in  the  government  on  which  he  depended  ;** 
the  fecond,  '^  That  he  had  fufFered  the  dailj  perpe- 
f  tration  pf  robberies  and  murdejrS|  even  in  the  ftreets 
*^  of  Benares,  to  the  great  and  pj^blic  fcanda)  of  the 
"  Englifh  name." 

y. 

That  it  appears,  that  the  faid  Warrpn  Haftings  is 
guilty  of  an  high  offence,  contrary  to  the  fundamental 
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principles  of  juftice,  in  the  faid  mode  of  charging  mif- 
demeanors,  without  any  fpecification  of  perfon,  or 
.place,  or  time,  or  adt,  or  any  offer  of  fpecification 
or  proofs  by  which  the  party  charged  rnay  be  enabled 
to  refute  the  fame,  in  order  to  unjuftly  load  his  repu- 
tation, and  to  prejudice  hini  with  regard  to  the  articles 
more  deafly  fpecified. 

VI. 

That  the  two  fpecified  articles  relate  to  certain  de^ 
lays:  The  firft,  with  regard  to  the  payment  of  the 
foms  of  money  unjuftly  extorted  as  aforelaid  ;  and  the 
fecond,  the  non-compliance  with  a  requifition  of  ca^ 
valry  ;  which  non-compliance'  the  faid  Haftings  (even 
}f  the  faid  charges  had  been  foundc^d)  did  falfely,  and 
in  contradiction  to  all  law,  affirm  and  maintain  (in  his 
accufation  againft  the  Rajah,  and  addrelTing  hirnfelf  to 
him)  *'  to  amounf:  to  a  dired  charge  of  difafFcdtion  anc} 
**  hifidplity  to  the  government  oni  which  you  depepd.-' 
And  farther  proceeded  as  follows;  "  I  ihereforejudge4 
"  it  prpper  to  ftate  them,  (the  faid  charges)  thus  fully 
*^  to  yoii  in  writing,  and  to  require  your  anfwcr  ;  and 
"this  I  exp^^  immediately,'*  That  th^  faid  Haftings 
flaring  his  preterided  fads  to  amount  to  a  charge  of  the 
nature  (as  he  would  have  it  underilood)  of  high  treafon ; 
and  therefore,  calling  for  an  immediate  anfwer,  did  wil- 
fqlly  aft  againft  the  rules  of  natural  jviftice,  which  re- 
quires that  a  convenient  time  fnould  be  given  to  anfwer, 
proportioned  to  the  greatnefs  of  the  offence  alledged, 
and  the  heavy  penalties  which  attend  it ;  ^rid  when  he; 
did  arrogate  to  hirnfelf  a  right  both  to  charge  and  to 
judge  in  his  own  perfon,  he  ought  to  have  allowed  the 
Rajah  full  opportunity  for  conferring  with  his  Minir 
ilers,  his  Doctors  of  Law,  and  his  Accountants,  or^ 
the  fa(51:s  charged,  and  on  the  criminality  inferred  in  the 
faid  accufation  of  difloyalty  and  difaffcttion,  or  offences 
af  that  quality. 
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VIL 

That  the  faid  Rajah  did,   under  the  prefTnre  of  the 
cliiadvantages  aforefaid,  deliver  in,  upon  the  very  even- 
ing of  the  day  of  the  charge,  a  full,  complete,  and  fpe- 
ciiic  anfwer  to  the  two  articles  therein  fpecified  ;  and 
did  alledge,  and  offer  proof,  that  the  whole  of  the  ex- 
traordinary demands  of  the  faid  Haftings  had  been  ac- 
tually long  before  paid  and  difcharged ;  and  did  ftate 
a  prjper  defence  with  regard  to  the  cavalry,  even  fup- 
pofing  him  bound  (when  he  was  not  bound)  tofurnifh 
any.     And  the  faid  Rajah  did  makeadired;  denial  of  the 
truth  of  the  two  ^^;7^r^/ articles,  and  did  explain  himfeif 
on  the  fame  in  as  fatisfa<ftory  a  manner,  and   as  fully 
as  their  nature  could  permit  -,  offering  to  enter  into  im- 
mediate trial  of  the  points  in  iffue  between  him  and  the 
faid   Haftings,    in  the   remarkable  words   following: 
My  enemies,  with   a  view  to  my  ruin,  have  made 
falfe  reprefenrations  to  you.     Now  that,  happily  for 
me^  vou  have  yourfelf  ar'  ived  at  this  place,  you  will 
be  able  to  afcerrain  all  the  circumftances;   firH,  re- 
lative to  the  horle ;   fecondly,   to  my  people  going 
to  Calcutta  ;  and,  thirdly,   the  dates  of  the  receipts 
of  the  particular  fums  above-mentioned.     You  will 
'^  then  know  whether  1  have  amufed   you  with  a  falfe 
*'  reprefentation,  or  made  a  juft  report  to  you/'     And 
^in  the  faid  anfwer  the  faid  Rajah  complained,  but  in  the 
moft  moded  terms,    of  an  injury  to  him  of  the  moft 
dangerous  and  criminal  nature  in  tranfadtions  of  fuch 
moment,  namely,   his  not  receiving  any  aniwer  to  his 
letters  and  petitions ;  and  concluded   in  the  foliowino- 
words  :  "  I  have  never  fwerved   in  the  fmallefl  degree 
"  from  my  duty  to  you.     It  remains  wich  you  to  decide 
*'  on  all  thefe  matters.     I  am  in  every  caie  your  Have, 
^'  What  is  juft:  I  have  reprefented  to  you.     May  your 
*^  profperity  increafe  !" 

^      VIII. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  w^as  bound,  by  the 
effential  principles  of  natural  jultice,  to  attend  to  the 
«laitnmade  by  the  Rajah  to  a  fair  and  impartial  trial  and 

enquiry 
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enquiry  into  the  matter  of  accufation  brought  againfl 
him  by  the  faid  Haftings,  at  a  tirrte  and  place  which 
furniihed  all  proper  materials,  and  the  prefence  of  all 
neceflary  wftnefles ;  but  the  laid  Haftifygs,  inflead  of 
inftituting  the  faid  enquiry,  arrd  granting  trial,  did  re- 
stive an  humble  requeft  for  jtiftice  from  a  great  prince 
as  a  frefh  offence,  aild  aS  a  perfonal  infult  to  himfelf  i' 
and  did  conceive  a  violent  fraflion  of  anger,  and  a  ftrong 
refcntment  thereat^  declaring,  that  he  did  eonfidcr  the 
faid  anfwcr  as  not  ortly  unfatisfad:ory  in  fubftancc,  but 
offenfive  in  ftyle  i  "  This  anfwer  you  will  perceive  to' 
*'  be  not  only  unfatisfadtory  in  fu^bftan^e,  but  offenfive 
**  in  ftyle  ;  and  lefs  a  vindication  of  himfelf,  than  a; 
*^  recrimination  oil  me.  It  expreffes  no  concern  for 
"  the  caufes  of  complaint  contained  in  my  lettery  of 
**  defire  to  atone  for  them,  nor  thfe  fmalleft  intention  to' 
*'  purfue  a  different  line  of  condudt :  An  anfwer  couch- 
ed nearly  in  terms  of  defiance  to  requifit  6:ns  of  {o  fe- 
rious  a  nature,  I  could  not  but  confider  as  zfirong  in'- 
dication  of  that  fpirit  of  independency  which  the  Rajafi 
*'  has  for  fome  years  pajft  affumed,  and  of  which  indeed 
*^  I  had  early  obferved  other  manifeft  fymptoms,  botlv 
**  before  and  from  the  inftant  of  my  arrival." — Which 
feprefentation  is  altogether,  and  in  all  parts  thereof^ 
groundlefs  and  injurious  :  as  the  fubft:ance  of  the  an- 
Iwcr  is  a  jufttficatiun  proper  to  be  pleaded,  and  the  ftyle, 
if  in  any  thing  exceptionable,  it  is  in  its  extreme  hu- 
mility, refulting  rather  from  an  unmanly  and  abject 
fpirir,  than  from  any  thing  of  an  offenfive  liberty  ^ 
but  being  received  as  difrefpc^tful  by  the  faid  Haf- 
tings, it  abundantly  indicates  the  tyrannical  arrogance 
of  the  faid  Haftings,  and  the  deprcflion  into  whicb 
the  natives  are  funk  under  the  Br itifh  Government. 

IX. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  pretending  to  have 
been  much  alarmed  at  the  offenfive  language  of  the 
faid  Rajah's  defence,  and  at  certain  appearances  of  in- 
dependency which  he  had  obferved,  not  only  on  former 
occafions,  but  fince  his  arrival  at  Benares  (where  he 

had 
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had  been  but  little  more  than  one  day)  and  which  ap- 
pearances he  never  has  fpsciBed  in  any  one  inftance, 
did  affert  that  he  conceived  himltlf  indifpenfably 
obliged  to  adopt  fome  decifive  plan  •,  and  without  any 
furcher  enquiry  or  confuhation  (which  appears)  with 
any  perfon,  did,  at  ter-  o'clock  of  the  very  night  on 
which  he  received  the  bf^ore-mentioned  full  and  fatis- 
fadtory,  as  well  as  fubipjffive  anfwer,  fend  an  order  to 
the  Britifh  Refident  (then  being  a  public  Miniftcr  re- 
prefenting  the  Britifh  Government  at  the. Court  of  the 
laid  Raja^,  and  as  fuch  bound  by  the  law  of  naiions  to 
refp.-6l  the  Prince  at  whofe  Court  he  was  Refident,  and 
not  to  attempt  any  thing  againft  his  perfun  orftate; 
and  whooupht  not  therefore  to  have  been  chofenby  the 
faid  Haftings,  and  compelled  to  ferve  in  that  buiinefs) 
that  he  fhould  on  the  next  morning  arreft  the  faid  Prince 
in  his  palace,  and  keep  him  in  his  cuftody  until  further 
orders  \  which  faid  order  being  conceived  in  the  nroft 
peremptory  terms,  the  Rajah  was  put  under  arreft,  with 
a  guard  of  about  30  orderly  Sepoys,  with  thtir  fwoi  ds 
drawn  :  And  the  particulars  thereof  were  reported  to 
him  as  follows ; 

*'  Honourable  Sir, 

*'  I  this  morning,  in  obedience  to  your  orders  of  laft; 

night,  proceeded  with  a  few  of  my  orderlies,  ac- 
*^  companied  by  Lieutenant  Stalker,  to  Shewalla 
"  Ghaut,  the  prefent  refidence  of  Rajah  Cheit  Sing,  and 
*^  acquainted  him,  it  was  your  pleafure  he  fhould  con- 
**  fider  himfelf  inarreft;  that  he,  fhould  order  his  people 
''  to  behave  in  a  quiet   and  orderly  manner,  for  that 

any  attempt  to  refcue  him  would  be  attended  with  his 

own  dejiru^ion,     The  Rajah  fiihmitted  quietly  to  the  ar-. 

re/!,  and  afTured  me,  that  whatever  were  your  orders,. 

he  was    ready    irriplicitly   to  obey :  He  hc]:)ed  that 

you  would  allow  him  z  fuhjijlence i  but  as  for  kis  Ze- 
*'  mindary^  his  for ts^  and  his  treafiire^  he  zvas  ready  to  lay 
"  thtm  at  your  feet,  and  his  life  if  required.  He  exprcf- 
'^  fed  himfelf  much  hurt  at  the  ignuminy  which  he  af-. 
'^  firmed  mufl  be  the  conlequence  of  his  condr.ement  ^ 

H  "'  ar4 
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^'  and  intreated  me  to  return  to  you  with  the  forego- 

'*^  ing  lubmiilion,    hoping   that  you   would  make  al- 

^^  lowancesfor  his  youth  and  inexperience,  and  incon- 

"  fideration  of  his  father's  name  releafe  him  from  his 

^^  confinement,  as  foon  as  he  fhould  prove  the  fincerity 

*^  of  his  offers,  and  himfelf  defei'ving  of  your  compaf- 

^'  fion  and  forgivenefs," 

X. 

That  a  further  order  was  given^  that  every  fervant 
of  the  Rajah's  Ihould  be  difarmed,  and  a  certain  number 
only  left  to  attend  him,  under  a  flrid:  watch.  In  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  after  this  converfation,  two  com- 
panies of  grenadier  Sepoys  were  fent  to  the  Rajah's  pa- 
lace by  the  faid  Haftings;  and  the  Rajah  being  dif- 
mayed  by  this  unexpected  and  unprovoked  treatment, 
wrote  two  fhort  letters  or  petitions  to  the  faid  Haftings^ 
under  the  greateft  apparent  dejediion  at  the  outrage 
and  difhonour  he  had  fuffered  in  the  eyes  of  his  fubjedls,, 
all  imprifonment  of  perfons  of  rank  being  held  in  that 
country  as  a  mark  of  indelible  infamy,  and  he  alfo  in 
all  probability  confidering  his  imprifonment  as  a  pre- 
lude to  the  taking  away  his  life ;  and  in  the  firft  of  the 
faid  petitions  he  did  exprefs  himfelf  in  this  manner  : 
Whatever  may  be  your  pleafure,  do  it  with  your 
own  hands,  I  am  your  Have.  "What  occafion  can 
there  be  for  a  guard  !"  And  in  the  other,  "  my  ho- 
nour was  bellowed  upon  me  by  your  Highnefs.  It 
^^  depends  on  you  alone  to  take  away,  or  not  to  take  a- 
^^  way  the  country  out  of  my  hands.  In  cafe  my  ho~ 
^'  nour  is  not  left  to  me,  how  fhall  1  be  equal  to  the 
*'  bufinefs  of  the  Government?  whoever,  with  his 
^,^  hands  in  a  fupplicating  pofture,  is  ready  with  his 
^'  life  and  pro^perty,  what  neceffity  can  there  be  for  him 
^'  to  be  dt:alt  with  in  this  way  ?" 


XL 

That  according  to  the  faid  Haftings's  narrative  of 
t.his  tranfadion,  he,  (the  faid  Haitings)  on  account  of 

•'  the 
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the  apparent  defpondency  in  which  thefe  letters  were 
were  written,  ^'  thought  it  necejfary  to  give  him  fome 
"  encouragement ;"  and  therefore  wrote  him  a  note  of 
a  few  lines,  carelefsly  and  haughtily  expreifed,  and 
little  calculated  to  relieve  him  from  his  uneafinefs, 
promifing  to  fend  to  him  a  perfon  to  explain  particulars; 
and  defiring  him  '^  to  fet  his  mind  at  reft,  and  not  to 
*^  conceive  any  terror  or  apprehenfion.'*  To  which 
an  anfvver  of  great  humility  and  dejedlion  was  re- 
ceived. 

XII. 

That  the  report  of  the  Rajah*s  arreft  did  cayfe  a 
great  alarm  in  the  city,  in  the  fuburbs  of  which  the 
Rajah's  palace  is  fituated,  and  in  the  adjacent  country. 
The  people  were  filled  with  difmay  and  anger  at  the 
outrage  and  indignity  offered  to  a  prince  under  whofc 
government  they  enjoyed  much  eafe  and  happinefs. 
Under  thefe  circumftances  the  Rajah  defired  leave  to 
perform  his  ablutions ;  which  was  refufed,  unlefs  he 
fcnt  for  water^  and  performed  that  ceremony  on  the 
fpot.  This  he  did.  And  foon  after  fome  of  the  peo- 
ple, who  now  began  to  furround  the  palace  in  confide- 
table  numbers,  attempting  to  force  their  way  into  the 
palace,  a  Britifh  officer  commanding  the  guard  upon 
the  Rajah  ftruck  one  of  them  with  his  Iword.  The 
people  grew  more  and  more  irritated  •,  but  a  meflage 
being  fent  from  the  Rajah  to  appeafe  them,  they  conti- 
iiied,  on  this  interpofition,  for  a  while  quiet.  Then  the 
R^ajak  retired  to  a  fort  of  ftone  pavilion  or  baftion,  to 
perform  his  devotions,  the  guard  of  Sepoys  attending 
fiim  in  this  a^tof  religion.  In  the  mean  time  a  perr 
Ton  of  the  meanefl  itation,  called  a  Chubdar,  at  the 
bell  anfwering  to  our  common  Beadle  or  TipilafF,  was 
ent  with  a  meffage  (of  what  nature  does  not  appear) 
Trom  Mr,  Haftings  or  the  refident,  to  the  prince  under 
irreft  5  and  this  bafe  perfon,  without  regard  to  the  rank 
^f  the  prifoner,  or  to  his  then  occupation,  addrelTed 
l^im  in  a  rude,  boiilerous  manner,  ''  pafTionately  and 

infuUingly,"  (as  the  faid  Rajah  has  without  contradic- 

H  2  tion 
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tion  aflerted)  "  and  reviling  him  with  a  loud  voice, 
^'  gave  both  him  and  his  people  the  vileft  abufe  ;"  and 
the  manner  and  matter  being  obfervable  and  audible  ta 
the  m.ultitude,  divided  cniy  by  an  open  ilone  lattice 
from  the  fcene  within  ;  and  a  firing  commenced  from 
without  the  palace;  on  which  the  Rajah  again  interpo- 
fed  and  did  what  in  him  lay  to  fupprefs  the  tumult,  un- 
til an  Engliih  officer,  ftriking  him  with  his  fword,  and 
wounding  him  on  the  hand,  the  people  no  longer  kept 
arry  meafures,  but  broke  through  the  inclofure  of  the 
palace.  The  infolent  TipftafF  was  firft  cut  down,  and 
the  multitude  falling  upon  the  Sepoys  and  Englilh  of- 
ficers, the  whole,  or  nearly  the  whole,  were  cut  to  pie- 
ces; the  foldiers  having  been  ordered  to  that  fervicc 
without  any  charges  for  their  pieces.  And  in  this  tu- 
tnult  the  Rajah,  being  juilly  fearful  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  faid  Hailings,  did  make  his  efcape  over 
the  walls  of  his  palace,  by  means  of  a  rope,  formed  of 
his  turban  tied  together,  into  a  boat  upon  the  river, 
and  from  thence  into  a  place  of  fecurity;  abandoning 
many  of  his  family  to  the  difcretion  of  the  faid  Ha- 
ilings, who  did  caufe  the  faid  palace  to  be  occupied  by 
a  company  of  foldiers,  after  the  flight  of  the  Rajah, 

XIIL 

That  the  Rajah,  as  foon  as  he  had  arrived  at  2 
J^lace  of  rtfuge,  did,  on  the  very  day  of  his  flight. 
lend  a  fuppliant  letter  to  the  faid  Haftings,  filled  witli 
cxprefTions  of  concern  fafRrmed  by  the  faid  HaftlngJ 
to  be  flight  exprelTions)  for  what  had  happened,  and 
proftfTions  (faid  by  the  iaid  Hailings  to  be  indifinite 
and  unapplied)  of  fidelity  :  Buc  the  faid  Warren  Ha- 
f!lhgs,  though"  bound  by  his  duty  to  hear  the  faid  Ra- 
j'ah,  and  to  prevent  extremities  if  pofHble,  being  fillec 
with  infolcnce  and  malice,  did  not  think  it  "  hecomin^ 
*'  of  him  to  make  any  reply  to  it;  and  that  he  though 
'•^  he  ordered  the  bearer  of  the  letter  to  be  told  that  ii 
*'  required  none" 

XIV.  Thai 
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XIV. 

That  this  letter  of  fubmllTion  having  been  received, 
the  faid  Rajah  not  difcouraged  or  provoked  from  ufing 
every  attempt  towards  peace  and  reconciliation,  did 
again  apply,  on  the  very  morning  following,  to  Rich- 
ard Johnfon,  Efquire,  for  his  interpofition,  but  to  no 
purpofe ;  and  did  likewife,  with  as  little  effect,  fend  a 
mefTage  to  Cantu  Babu,  native  fteward  and  confiden- 
tial agent  of  the  faid  Haflings,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
duced into  writing,  "  to  exculpate  himfelf  from  any 
*^  concern  in  what  had  pafTed,  and  to  profefs  his  obedi- 
*'  ence  to  his  will  (Haflings)  in  whatever  w^iy  he  fhould 
"  didtate."  But  the  faid  Haflings,  forfeveral  falfe  and 
contradidory  reafons  by  him  afTigned,  did  not  take  any 
advantage  of  the  faid  opening,  attributing  the  fame  to 
artifice,  in  order  to  gain  time ;  but  inflead  of  accept- 
ing the  faid  fubmiflions,  he  did  refolve  upon  ; flight 
from  the  city  of  Benares,  and  did  fuddenly  fly  there- 
from in  great  confufion. 

XV. 

That  the  faid  Haflingdid  perfevere  in  his  refolutions 
not  to  liflen  to  any  fubmiilion,  or  offer  of  accommo- 
dation whatfoever,  though  feveral  were  afterwards 
made,  through  almofl  every  perfon  who  might  be  fup- 
pofed  to  have  influence  with  him,  but  did  caufe  the  Ra- 
jah's troops  to  be  attacked  and  fallen  upon^  though 
they  only  adled  on  the  defenfive  (as  the  Rajah  has  with- 
out contradidion  afferted)  and  thereby,  and  by  his  pre- 
ceding rcfufal  of  propoficions  of  the  fame  nature,  and 
by  other  his  perfidious,  unjuil,  and  tyrannical  adts, 
by  him  perpetrated  and  done,  and  by  his  total  impro- 
vidence in  not  taking  one  rational  fecurity  whatfoever 
againft  the  enevitable  confequences  of  thofe  ad:s,  did 
make  himfelf  guilty  of  ail  the  mutual  flaughter  and 
devaflation  which  enfued,  as  well  as,  in  his  opinion, 
of  the  imminent  danger  of  the  total  fubverfion  of  tho. 
Britifli  power  in  India,  by  the  rifqe  of  his  own  per- 
fon, which  he  afferts  that  it  did  run>  as  alio,  '^  that 


^'  it 
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*'  it  ought  not  to  be  thought  that  he  attributed  too 
*^  much  confequence  to  his  perfonal  fafety,  when  he 
*'  fuppofed  the  fate  of  the  Britijh  empire  in  India  con-' 
*'  ne^ed  with  it ;  and  that,  mean  as  its  fubflance  may 
*'  be,  its  accidental  qualities  were  equivalent  to  thofe 
^^  which,  like  the  charaders  of  aTalifman  in  the  Ara- 
"  bian  Mythology,  formed  the  &[jence  of  the  Hate  itfelf, 
*'  reprefcntation,  title,  and  the  eftimate  of  the  public 
*'  opinion.  That  had  he  fallen,  fuch  a  ftroke  would 
**  be  univerfally  conlidered  as  decifive  of  the  natiional 
*'  fate.  Everv  flate  round  it  would  have  flatted  into 
*^  arms  againftit;  and  every  fuhjeEl  of  its  ozvn  dominion 
''  would,  according  to  their  feveral  ahilities,  have  become 
*'  its  enemy,''  And  that  he  knew,  and  has  declared^ 
that  though  the  faid  flroke  was  not  ftruck,  that  great 
convulfions  did  a6lually  enfue  from  his  proceedings^ 
«'  That  half  the  province  of  Oude  was  in  a  flate  of  as 
"  compleate  rebellion  as  that  of  Benares ;"  and  that 
invafions,  tumults  and  infurredtions,  v/ere  oceafioned 
thereby  in  various  other  parts. 

XVI. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  after  he  had  col- 
le<5led  his  forces  from  all  partS;,  did  with  little  diiHcul- 
ty  or  bloodlhed,  fubfequent  to  that  time,  on  the  part  ®f 
his  troops,  and  in  a  few  days,  entirely  reduce  the  faid 
province  of  Benares  ;  and  did,  after  the  faid  fhort,  and 
little-refifted  hoflility,  in  cold  blood,  ifTue  an  order  for 
burning  a  certain  town,  in  which  he  accufed  the  people 
at  large  of  having  kilkd,  *'  upon  what  provocation  he 
knows  not,"  certain  w^ounded  Sepdys  who  were  prifo- 
ners ;  which  orders,  being  generally  given,  when  it  was 
his  duty  to  have  made  fome  enquiry  concerning  the 
particular  offenders,  but  which  he  did  never  make  or 
caufe  to  be  made,  was  cruel,  inhuman,  and  tended  to 
the  deflrud:ion  of  the  revenues  of  the  company ;  and 
that  this,  and  other  a6ls  of  devaflation,  did  caufe  the 
lofs  " '    »vo  months  of  the  colledlions. 

XVII.  That 
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XVII. 

That  the  fa-d  Warren  Haftings  did  not  only  refufc . 
the  fubmiffions  of  the  faid  Rajah,  which  were  frequent- 
ly repeated  through  various  perfons  after  he  had  left 
Benares,  and  even  after  the  defeat  of  certain  of  the 
company's  forces,  but  did  profcribe  and  except  him 
from  the  pardons  which  he  iffued  after  he  had  fatis° 
fied  his  vengeance  on  the  province  of  Benares, 

XVIII. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  fend  to  a  certain 
caille  called  Bidgigur,  the  refidence  of  a  perfon  of  hio-h 
rank,  called  Pauna,  the  mother  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares, 
with  whom  his  wife,  a.  woman  defcribed  by  the  faid 
Haftings  '^  to  be  of  an  afniable  character;"  and  all  the 
other  women  of  the  Rajah's  family,  and  the  furvi\7ors  of 
the  family  of  his  father  Bulwant  Sing,  a  body  of  troons 
to  difpolTefs  them  of  her  faid  refidence,  and  10  feize  up- 
on her  money  and  efFedts,  although  fne  did  not  iland, 
even  by  himfelf,  accufed  of  any  offence  whatfoever ; 
pretending,  but  not  proving,  and  not  attempting  to 
prove,  then  nor  fince,  that  the  Treafures  therein  con- 
tained were  the  property  of  the  Rajah,  and  not  her 
own  ;  and  did,  in  order  to  Simulate  the  Britifh  foldiery 
to  rapine  and  outrage,  iffue  to  them  feveral  barbarous 
orders,  contrary  to  the  pradlice  of  civilized  nations,  re- 
lative to  their  property,  moveable  and  immoveable,  at- 
tended, with  unworthy  and  unbecoming  menaces, 
highly  offenfive  ta  the  manners  of  the  eafb,  and  the 
particular  refped:  there  paid  to  the  female  fex  ;  which 
letters  and  orders,  as  well  as  the  letters  v/hich  he  had 
received  from  the  oflicers  concerned,  the  faid  Haftings 
did  unlawfully  fupprefs,  until  forced,  hv  the  difputes 
between  him  and  the  faid  officers,  to  difcover  the  fame  • 
and  the  faid  orders  are  as  follow  : 

^^  I  am  this  inflant  favoured  with  yours  of  yeflerday. 
*'  Mine  of  the  fame  date  (22d  06lober  1781)  has  be- 
*'  fore  this  tim.e  acquainted  you  with  my  refolutions 
^Ji  and  fentiments  refpedling  the  Rannee  (the  mother 

"  of 
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^'^  of  the  Rajah  Cheyt  Sing)  I  think  every  demand  ihe 
*^  has  made  to  you,  except  that  of  fafety  and  refpedt 
*^  for  her  perfon,  is  nnreafonable.  If  the  reports 
^'  brought  to  me  are  true,  your  reje^ling  her  offers^  or  any 
negociations  with  her^  would  foon  obtain  you  polTef- 
fion  of  the  fort  upon  your  ov/n  terms.  I  apprehend 
that  ihe  will  contrive  to  defraud  the  captors  of  a  confix 
derahle  -part  of  the  booty ^  by  being  fuffered  to  retire  with- 
out  examination.  But  this  is  your  ccnjideration,  and  not 
mine,  Ifhould  be  very  for ry  that  your  officers  and  foldiers 
lofl  any  part  of  the  reward  to  which  they  are  fo  well  en- 
titled;  burl  cannot  make  any  objection,  as  you  mufh 
^^  be  the  bell  judge  of  the  expediency  of  the  ^r^m//^^ 
*^  indulgence  to  the  Rannee.  What  you  have  engaged 
*'  for,  I  will  certainly  ratify  ;  but  as  to  permitting  the 
*'  Rannee  to  hold  the  Purgunnah  of  Hurluk,  or  any 
*'  other  in  the  Zemindary,  without  being  fubjedlto  the 
•^  authority  of  the  Zemindar,  or  any  lands  whatever, 
*^  or  indeed  making  any  conditions  with  her  for  a  provijion^ 


Ct 


I  will  never  confent  to  it,*'  And  in  another  letter  to  the 
fame  perfon,  dated  Benares  3d  of  November  1781,  in 
which  he  the  faid  Haftings  confents  that  the  faid  woman 
of  diflin6lion  fhould  be  allowed  to  evacuate  the  place, 
and  to  receive  protection,  he  did  exprefs  himfelf  as  fol- 
lows :  ^^  I  am  willing  to  grant  her  now  the  fame  condi- 
^^  tions  to  which  I  at  firft  confented  ;  provided  that 
"  (he  delivers  into  your  pofTelTion,  within  twenty-four 
"  hours  from  the  time  of  receiving  your  meffage,  the 
"  fort  of  Bidzigurr,  with  the  treafure  and  effedts  lod- 
ged therein  by  Cheit  Sing,  or  any  of  his  adherents, 
with  the  referve  only,  as  abovementioned,  of  fuch 
articles  as  you  fhall  think  necejfary  to  her  fex  and  condi^ 
tion,  or  as  you  Ihall  be  difpofed  of  your f elf  to  indulge 
her  with.  If  fhe  complies,  as  I  expeit  Ihe  will,  it 
will  be  your  part  to  fccure  the  fort,  and  the  proper- 
ty ic  contains,  for  the  beneft  of  your f elf  and  detachment, 
I  have  only  further  t )  requeR  that  you  will  grant  an 
efcort,  if  Pauna  lliould  require  it,  to  condudl  her 
here,  or  wherever  (he  may  choofe  to  retire  to.  But 
fhould  fhe  refufe  to  execute  the  promife  fhe  has 
made_,  or  delay  it  beyond  the  term  0/^24  hours^  it  is  my 

'^  pofitlve 
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f'  poftthe  'njundlion  that  you  immediately  put  a  flop  to 
'*  any  further  intercourfe  or  regociaiion  w  th  h.r,  and 
^  on  no  pretext  renew  it.  If  fh^difappoints  or  trifles 
^  with  me,  after  I  have  lubje6led  my  Duan  to  the  dif- 
'  grace  of  returning  ineffectually,  and  of  courfe  myfelf 
'  to  difcredit,  I  -Viaii  confider  it  as  a  wanton  fffront  and 
'^  indignity  zvMch  I  can  never  forgive ^  nor  w:ll  I  grant  her 

*  any   conditions  whatever,  but  leave  her  expofed  ro 

*  thofe  dangers  which  Ihc  has  chofcn  to   rifque,  rather 

*  than  truft  to  the  clemency  and  generofity  of  our  go- 
^  vernment.  I  zhivik  Jhe  cannot  he  ignorant  of  thefe  con- 
'  fequences^  and  will  not  venture  to  incur  them  ;  and  it  is 
'  for  this  reafon  I  place  a  dependence  on  her  offers, 
'  and  have  confented  to  fend  my  Duan  to  her.'* 

XIX. 

That  the  caftle  aforefaid  being  furrendered  upon 
erms  of  fafety,  and  on  exprefs  condition  of  not  at- 
empting  to  fearch  their  perfons,  the  women  of  rank 
forefaid,  her  female  relations,  and  female  dependants, 
0  the  number  of  three  hundred,  befides  children,  eva- 
uated  the  faid  caflle ;  but  the  fpirit  of  rapacity  being 
xcited  by  the  letters  and  other  proceedi^ga  of  the  faid 
iaftings,  the  capitulation  was  fkamefully  andoutrage- 
ufly  broken,  and  in  defpite  of  the  endeavours  of  the 
ommanding  officer,  the  faid  woman  of  high  condition, 
nd  her  female  dependants,  friends,  and  fervants,  were 
)lundered  of  the  effeds  they  carried  with  them,  and 
/hich  were  referved  to  them  in  the  capitulation  of  their 
ortrefs,  and  in  their  perfons  were  otherwife  rudely  and 
nhumanly  dealt  with,  by  the  licentious  followers  of 
tie  camp  ;  for  which  outrages,  reprefented  to  the  faid 
'  -laftings  with  great  concern  by  the  commanding  officer, 
i  »lajor  Fopham,  he,  the  faid  Haflings,  did  afterwards 
wCommend  a  iatc  and  fruitlefs  redrefs, 

XX. 

That  the  Governor  General,  Warren  Haflings,  ia 
xciting  the  hopes  of  the  military,  by  declaring  them 

'  I  •    zvell 
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well  entuled  to  the  plunder  of  the  forttefs  aforefaid,  the 
refidence  of  the  mother  and  other  women  of  the  Rajah 
of  Benares,  and  by  wifhing  the  troops  to  fecure  th( 
fame  for  their  own  benefit,  did  advife  and  adt  in  dire(S 
contradi6lion  to  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  anc 
to  his  own  opinion  of  his  public  duty,  as  well  as  to  th( 
truth  and  reality  thereof;  he  having  fome  Years  befor* 
entered    in  writing   the   declaration    which   follows 
The  very  idea  oi prize  money  fuggeils  to  my  remem 
b ranee  the  former  diforders  which  arofe  in  cur  army  fr or, 
this  four ce^  and  had  almqft  proved  fatal  to  it.     Of  thi 
circumftance  you  muft  be  fufficientiy  apprized,  an( 
of  the  neceflity  for  difcouraging  every  expectation  o 
this  kind  amongft  the  troops — it  is  to  he  avoided  lik 
poifon.     The  bad  effeds  of  a  fimilar  meafure  wer 
but  too   plainly    felt  in   a  former  period,  and  oii 
honourable  mailers  did  not  fail  on  that  occafion  t 
reprobate  with  their  cenfure,  in  the  mofl;  fevere  teimj 
a  praftice  which  they  regarded  as  the  fource  of  ir 
finite  evils;    and  which,  if  eftablillied,    would   i 
their  judgment  necefTarily  bring  corruption  and  rui 
on  their  army." 

XXL 

That  the  faid  Haftings,  after  he  had  given  the  licenc 
aforefaid,  and  that  in  confcquence  thereof  the  boot 
found  in  the  caflle,  to  the  amount  of  23,27,813  cui 
Tent  rupees,  was  diflributed  among  the  foldiers  en- 
ployed  in  itsreduftion,  the  faid  Hafiipgs  did  retrad  h 
declaration  of  right,  and  his  permifTion  to  the  foldiei 
to  appropriate  to  themfelyes  the  plunder,  and  ende^ 
voured  by  various  devices  and  artifices  to  explain  th 
fame  awa}^,  and  to  recover  the  fpoil  aforefaid  for  th 
ufe  t>f  the  company  ;  and  wholly  tailing  in  his  attempt 
to  refume,  by  a  breach  of  faith  with  the  foldiers,  whc 
he  had  unlawfully  difpofed  of  by  a  breach  of  duty  to  h: 
conilituents,  he  attempted  to  obtain  the  fame  as  a  loar 
in  which  attempt  he  alfo  failed  -,  and  the  aforefai 
money  being  the  only  part  of  the  treafures  belongin 
to  the  Rajah,  or  any  of  his  family^,    that  had   bee 

-    '  founc 
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found,  he  was  altogether  fruftrated  In  the  acquifitlon 
of  ever  part  oc  that  dillionourable  objedl,  which  alone 
he  pretended  to  and  pUrfiied  through  a  long  feries  of 
a6ls  of  injulllce,  inhunnanit}^,  opprellion,  violence,  and 
blood (hed,  at  the  hazard  of  his  perion  and  reputation, 
and,  in  his  own  opinion,  at  the  rifk  of  the  total  fub- 
Verfion  of  the  Britiill  empire, 

XXIL 

That  the  fa  id  Warren  Haftings,  after  the  commilfien 
of  the  offences  aforefaid,  being  well  aware  that  he 
Ihould  be  called  to  an  account  for  the  fame,  did,  b^ 
the  evil  counfel  and  ageficy  of  Sir  Elijah  Impey, 
Knight,  H'S  Majefty's  Chief  Jullice, 'who  was  then 
out  of  the  limits  of  his  jurifdidion,  caufe  to  be  taken 
at  Benares,  before  or  by  the  faid  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  and 
through  the  intervention,  not  of  the  Company's  Inter- 
preter, but  of  a  certain  private  Interpreter  of  his,  the 
faid  Haftings's,  own  appointment,  and  a  dependant  on 
him,  called  Major  Davy,  feveral  declarations  and  de- 
pofitions  by  natives  of  Hindoftan,  and  did  alfo  caufe 
to  be  taken  before  the  faid  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  feveral 
atteflations  in  Englifh,  made  by  Briiilh  fubje(fls,  and 
which  were  afterwards  tranimitted  to  Calcutta,  and 
laid  before  the  Council  General,  fome  of  which  depo-^ 
fitions  were  upon  oath,  fome  upon  honour,  and  others 
neither  upon  oatb  nor  honour,  but  all  or  molt  of  which 
ivere  of  ah  irregulat  and  irrelevant  nature,  and  not  fit 
or  decent  to  be  taken  by  a  BritiQi  magiftrate,  or  to  be 
tranfmiited  to  a  Britifh  government. 

XXIII. 

That  one  of  the  faid  atteftations  (but  not  on  oath) 
^vas  made  by  a  principal  Minifter  of  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  to  whom  the  faid  Haflinss  had  fome  time  before 
propofed  to  fell  the  fovereignty  of  that  very  territory  of 
Benares;  and  that  one  other  atteftation  (not  upon  oath) 
was  made  by  a  native  woman  of  dilHndlion,  whofe 
fon  he,  the  faid  Haftings,  did  actually  promote  to  the 

I  2  governmetit; 
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government  of  Benares,  vacated' by  the  unjufl  expul- 
fion  of  the  Rajah  aforefaid,  and  who  in  her  depolition 
did  declare,  that  fhe  confidered  the  expelled  Rajah  as 
hei  enemy;  and  that  he  never  did  confer  with  her,  or 
fuffer  her  to  be  acquainted  with  any  of  his  deligns. 

XXIV. 

That  befides  the  depofitions  of  perfons  interefted  in 
the  ruin  of  the  Rajah,  others  were  made  by  perfons 
who  then  received  penfions  from  him  the  faid  Haftiags; 
and  feveral  of  the  affidavits  w^rre  made  by  perfons  of 
mean  condition,  and  fo  wholly  illiterate  as  not  to  be 
&bi>  to  Vv^rite  Lhcir  names. 

XXV. 

That  he,  the  fiid  Haflings,  did  aifo  caufe  to  b'c 
examined,  b'/  various  proofs  and  elTays,  the  refult  of 
which  was  dt^livered  in  upon  honour,  the  quality  ol 
certain  military  ilores,  taken  by  the  Britilh  troops  from 
the  laid  Rajah  of  Benares  ;  and  upon  the  report  that  the 
faf'me  were  of  a  gocd  quality,  and  executed  by  perfons 
converfant  in  the  making  of  good  military  ftores, 
although  the  cannon  was  dated  by  the  fame  authority 
to  be  bad,  he,"  the  faid  Warren  Hafiings,  from  the 
report  aforefaid,  did  malicioufiy,  and  contrary  to  the 
principles  of  natural  and  legal  reafon,  infer  that  the 
inlurrcrdion  which  had  been  raifed  by  his  own  violence 
and  opprelll  )n,  and  rendered  for  a  time  fuccefsful  by 
his  own  improvidence,  was  the  confcquence  of  a  pre- 
meditated defign  to  overturn  the  Briti fn  empire  'm 
Ind.a,  and  to  exterminate  therefrom  the  Britifn  nation  ; 
which  defign,  if  it  had  been  true,  ihe  faid  Haftings 
might  have  known,  or  rationally  conjed:ured,  and  ought 
to  have  provided  agaiiiil.  And  if  the  faid  Haftings 
had  re'ceived  any  credible  information  of  luch  defign, 
it  was  his  duty  to  lay  the  fame  before  theCouncil  Board, 
and  to  (late  the  fam-  to  the  Rajah  when  he  was  in  a  con- 
dition to  have  given  an  anlwer  thereto,  or  to  obferve 
thereon ;  and  not,  after  he  had  profcribed  and  driven 

him 
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him  from  his  dominions,  to  have  enquired  into  offences 
to  juilify  the  previous  indidtion  of  punilhment, 

xxvi. 

That  It  does  not  appear  that  in  taking  the  faid  de- 
pofitions  there  was  any  petfon  prefent  on  the  part  of 
the  Rajah  to  objedt  to  the  Competence  or  credibility, 
or  relevancy  of  any  of  the  faid  affidavits,  or  other  at- 
teftations.  Or  to  account,   otherwife  than  as  the  faid 
deponents  did  account,  for  any  of  the  fa6ls  therein 
ftated  j  nor  were  any  copies  thereof  fent  to  the  faid 
Rajah,  although  the  Company  had  a  Miniiler  at  the 
place  of  his  refidence,  namely,  in   the  caitip  of  the 
Mahratta  Chief  Scindia,  fo  as  to  enable  him  to  tranf- 
mit  to  the  Company  any  matters  which  might  induce 
or  enable  them  todo  juftice  to  the  injured  Prince  afore-» 
faid.     And  it  does  not  appear  that  the  faid  Haftings 
has  ever  produced   ahy   witnefs,  letter,  or  other  docu- 
ment, tending  to  prove  that  the  faid  Rajah  ever  did 
carry  on  any  hoftile  negociation  whatever  with  any  of 
thofe  powers  with  whom  he  was  charged  with  a  con- 
fpiracy  againft  the  Company,  previous   to  the  period 
of  the  faid  Haftings's  having  arreftedhim  in  his  palace, 
ahhough  he  the  laid   Haflings  had  various  agents  at 
the  Courts  of  all  thofe  Princes;  and  that  a  late  princi- 
pal agent  and  near  relation  of  a   Minifter  of  one  of 
them,  the  Rajah  of  Berar,  called  Benaram  Pundit,  was, 
at  the  time  of  the  tumult  at  Benares,  adlually  with  the 
faid  Haflings,  and  the  faid  Benaram   Pundit  was  by 
him  highly  applauded  for  his  zeal  and  fidelity,  and  was 
therefore  by  him  rewarded  with  a  large  penlion  on  thofe 
very  revenues  which  he  had  taken  from  the  Rajah  Chey  t 
Sing  ♦,  and  if  fuch  a  confpiracy  had  prcvioufly  exifted^ 
the  Mahratta  Minifter  aforefaid  muft  have  known,  and 
would  have  attefted  it. 

XXVII. 

That  it  appears  that  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  at 
the  time  that  he  formed  his  dcfign  of  feizing  upon  the 

treafures 
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treafures  of  the  Rajah  of  Benares,  and  of  depofing  him^ 
did  not  believe  him  guilty  of  that  premeditated  pro- 
jed:  for  drivincr  the  Engliili  out  of  India,  with  which 
he  afterwards  thought  fit  to  charge  him,  or  that  he  wag 
really  guilty  of  any  other  great  offence;  becaufe  he 
has  caufed  it  to  be  depofed,  that  if  the  faid  Rajah 
fhould  pay  the  fum  of  money  by  him  exadied,  '^  he  '" 
"  would  fettle  his  Zemindary  upon  him  on  the  moll 
"  eligible  footing  :"  Whereas^  if  he  had  conceived 
him  to  have  entf rtained  traiterous  defigns  againfl  the 
Company,  from  whom  he  held  his  tributary  eftate,  or 
had  been  otherwife  guilty  of  fuch  enormous  offences 
as  to  make  it  necefTary  to  take  extraordinary  methods 
for  coercing  him,  it  would  not  have  been  proper  for 
him  to  fettle  upon  fuch  a  traitor  and  criminal  the  Ze- 
mindary of  Benares,  or  any  other  territory,  upon  the 
moft  eligible^  or  upon  any  other  footing  whatever^ 
whereby  the  faid  Railings  has  by  his  own  dating  de- 
morftrated,'that  the  money  intended  to  have  been  ex- 
acted was  not  as  a  punifhment  for  crimes,  bat  that  the 
crimes  pretended,  for  the  purpofe  of  exading  money. 

XXVIIL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  order  to  juftify 
the  afts  of  violence  aforefaid  to  the  Court  of  Dirediofs, 
did  alTert  certain  falie  fads,  known  b\^  him  to  be  fuch, 
and  did  draw  from  them  certain  falfe  and  dangerous 
inferences,  utterly  fubverfive  of  the  righis  of  the 
Princes  ,and  fub^eds  dependent  on  the  Bricifn  nation 
in  India,  contrary  to  the  principles  of  all  ju (I  govern- 
ment, and  highly  dibonourable  to  that  of  Great  Bri- 
tain-/namely,  that  the  "Rajah  of  Benares  was  not  a 
'^  valTal  or  tributary  Prince-,  and  that  the  deeds  which 
pafTcd  between  him  and  the  Board  upon  the  transfer 
of  the  Zem.indary  in  1775,  were  not  to  be  under- 
ilood  to  bear  the  quality  and  force  of  a  treaty  upon 
*^  optional  conditions  between  equal  flares ;  that  the 
^'  payments  to  be  made  by  him  were  not  a  tribute,  but 
*'  a  rent;  and  that  the  inftruments  by  which  his  tern- 
*'  tt)ries  were  conveyed  to   him  did  not   differ  from 

'^  c^fT.mon 
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««  common  grants  to  Zemindars,  who  were  merely  Tub- 
ff  je6ls ;  but  that  being  nothing  more  than  a  common 
?'  Zemindar  and  mere  fubjed:,  and  the  Company  hold- 
^'  ing  the  acknowledged  rights  of  his  former  fovereign, 
"  held  an  abfolute  authority  over  him;  that  in  the 
5'  known  relations  of  Zemindar  to  the  fovereign  au- 
"  thority  or  power  delegated  by  i^,  he  owed  a  perfonal 
"  allegiance,  and  an  implicit  and  unreferved  obedience 
f '  to  that  authority,,  at  the  forfeiture  of  his  Zeniindary, 
f^  and  even  of  his  life  and  property.^*  Whereas  the 
faid  Haftings  did  well  know,  that  whether  the  pay- 
ments from  the  Rajah  were  called  rent  or  trihute^  hav- 
ing been  frequently  by  himfelf  called  the  one  and  the 
other,  and  that  of  whatever  naiure  the  inftruments  by 
which  he  held  might  have  been,  he  did  not  confider 
him  as  a  common  Zemindar  or  Landholder,  but  as  far 
independent  as  a  tributary  Prince  could  be;  for  he  did 
aflign  as  a  reafon  for  receiving  his  rent  rather  within 
the  Company's  province  than  in  his  own  capital,  that 
it  would  not  ^^  fruftrate  the  intention  of  rendering  the 
^^  K2i]ci\i  independent  y  that  if  a  refident  was  appointed 
^^  to  receive  the  money  as  it  became  due  at  Benares, 
*^  fuch  a  refident  would  unavoidably  acquire  an  influ- 
"  ence  oyer  the  Rajah  and  over  his  country,  which 
*'  would  in  effe6t  render  him  the  mafter  of  both  ;  that 
^'  this  confequence  might  not  perhaps  be  brought 
*''  completely  to  pafs  without  a  druggie,  and  rnany 
?'  appeals  to  the  Council,  which,  in  a  government 
"  conftituted  like  this,  cannot  fail  to  terminate  againft 
f^  the  Rajah,  and  by  the  conilrudlion  to  which  his 
^^  oppofiiion  to  the  agent  would  be  liable,  might 
"  eventually  draw  on  him  fevere  reftrid:ions,  and  end 
^'  in  reducing  him  to  the  mean  and  depraved  ft  ate  of  a 
f  Zemindar. 

-X.-X.1a.. 

And  tlie  faid  Haftings,  in  the  faid  minute  of  con^ 
fultation,  having  enumerated  the  frauds,  embezzle- 
ments, and  opprelTions  which  would  enfue  from  the 
Rajah's  being  in  the  dependant  ilate  aforefaid;    and 

having 
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having  obviated  all  apprehenfions  from  giving  to  hitn 
the  implied  fynnbols  of  dominion,  did  alTert,  '*  that 
*'  without  fuch  appearance,  he  would  expe61:  from  every 
^'  change  of  government  additional  demands  to  be 
^^  made  upon  him;  and  would  of  courfe  defcend  to  all 
**  the  arts  of  intrigue  and  concealment  pradtifed  by 
^'  other  dependent  Rajahs,  which  would  keep  hini 
indigent  and  weak,  and  eventually  prove  hurtful  to 
the  Company.  But  that  by  proper  encouragement 
and  proteftion,  he  might  prove  a  profitable  deppn? 
dant,  an  ufefui  barrier,  and  even  a  powerful  ally  to 
the  Company  ;  but  that  he  would  be  neither,  if  the 
conditions  of  his  connection  with  the  Company  were 
left  open  to  futpre  variations. '- 

;k:xx. 

That  if  the  faft  h^d  been  true,  that  the  Rajah  of 
Benares  was  merely  an  eminent  Landholder,  or  any 
other  fubjed,  the  wicked  and  dangerous  dodrine  afore- 
faid ;  namely,  that  he  owed  a  perfonal  allegiance,  and 
^n  implicit  and  unreferved  obedience  to  the  fovereign 
authority,  at  the  forfeiture  of  hisZemindary,  and  even 
of  his  life  and  property,  at  the  difcretion  of  thofe  who 
held,  or  fully  reprefented,  the  fovereign  authority, 
doth  leave  fecurity  neither  for  life  nor  property  to  any 
perfons  refiding  under  the  Company's  protection ;  and 
that  no  fuch  powers,  nor  any  powers  of  that  nature, 
had  been  delegated  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  by 
any  provifions  of  the  A6t  of  Parliament  appointing  a 
Governor  Gieneral  and  Council  at  Fort  William  iti 
Bengal, 

XXXI. 

That  the  faid  Warreri  Haftings  did  alfo  advance 
another  dangerous  and  pernicious  principle,  in  juflifi- 
carion  of  his  violent,  arbitrary,'  and  iniquitous  adtipgs 
aforefaid  ;  namely,  "  that  if  he  had  adted  with  an  ui^t 
**  warrantable  rigour,  and  even  injuflice  towards  Cheyt 
*'*  Sing,  yet,  firftj,  if  he  did  hlieve  that  e^^traordinary 

^*  means 


ARTICLE    IIL     Part  III;  f^ 

'  means  were  necefTary,  and  thofe  exerted  with  a  ftrono- 

*  hand,  to  preferve  the  Company's  interefts  from  fink- 
'  Ing  under  the  accumulated  weight  that  opprefTed 
'  them  i  or,  fecondly,  if  he  faw  a  political  neceffity  for 

*  curbing  the  overgrown  power  of  a  great  member  of 

*  their  dominion,  and  to  make  it  contribute  to  the 
^  relief  of  their  prefling  exigencies ;  that  his  error 
^  would  be  excufable,  as  prompted  by  an  excefs  of 

*  zeal  for  their  (the  Company's)  interefl,  operating 
'  with  too  ftrong  a  bias  on  his  judgment; — but  thac 

*  much  flronger  is  the  prefumption  that  fuch  ad:s  are 

*  are  founded  on  juft  principles,  than  that  they  are 
^  the  refult  of  a  mifguided  judgment."  That  the  faid 
c  6trines  are,  in  both  the  members  thereof,  fubverfive 
c  all  the  principles  of  juft  government,  by  empower- 
i ;  a  Governor  with  delegated  authority  in  the  firft 
c  e,  on  his  own  private  belief  concerning  the  neceflities 
c  the  State,  not  to  levy  an  impartial  and  equal  rate  of 
t:ation  fuitable  to  the  circumftances  of  the  feveral 
r  mbers  of  the  community,  but  to  feledb  any  indivi- 
dal  from  the  fame  as  an  objed:of  arbitrary  and  unmea- 
f  ed  impofition ;  and,  in  the  fecond  cafe,  enabling  the 
l^ie  Governor,  on  the  fame  arbitrary  principles,  to 
^:ermine  whofe  property  ftiould  be  confidered  as  over- 
g)wn,  and  to  reduce  the  fame  at  his  pleafure. 


END    OF    PART    IIL 
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PART       IV. 

Second  Revolution  in  Benares. 

I. 

THAT  the  faid  Warren  Haftlngs,  after  he  had 
in    the  manner  aforefaid,    unjuflly   and  violently  ex 
pelled  the  Rajah  Cheyt  Sing,  the  Lord  or  Zemindar  c 
Benares,  from  his  faid  Lordfhip  or  Zemindary,  did,  c 
his  own  mere    ufurped   authority,    and    without   an 
communication  with  the  other  members  of  the  Counc 
of   Calcutta,    appoint    another  perfon,    of   the  nam 
of  Mehip  Narrain,  a  defcendant  by  the  mother  frof 
the   late  Rajah   Bulwant  Sing,  to  the  government  c 
Benares ;  and,  on    account   or  pretence   of  his  yout 
and  inexperience  (the  faid  Mehip  Narrain  not  being  i 
bove  twenty  years  old)  did  appoint  his  father  Durbeg, 
Sing  to  a6l  2S  his  reprefentative  or  adminiitrator  of  h 
affairs  but  did  give  a  controlling  authority  to  the  Br 
tiili  Refident  over  both,  notwithftanding  his  declarat 
ens  before-mentioned  of  the  mifchiefs  likely  to  happe 
to  the  faid  country  from  the  eilablifhment  of  a  Ref 
dent,  and  his   opinion  lince  declared,    in  a  letter  r 
the  Court  of   Direftors,  dated  from  this  very  pla( 
(Benares)   the   ill  of  October  1784,  to  the  fame  < 
ftronger  effed:,  in  cafe ''  agents  are  fent  into  the  countr 
'*  and  armed  with  authority  for  the  purpofes  of  vei 
^^  geance  and  corruption,  for  to  no  other  will  they  he  q 
''  pliedr 

II. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did,  by  the  fan 
ufurped  authority,  entirely  fet  aiide  all  the  agreemen' 
made  between  the  late  Rajah  and  the  Company  (wbi( 
were  real  agreements  with  the  State  of  Benares,  in  t\t- 
perfon  of  the  Lord  or  Prince  thereof,  and  his  heirs  1 
and  without  any  form  of  trial,  inquilition,  or  other  1- 
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yal  procefs,  for   forfeiture  of   the  privileges    of  the 
people  to    be  governed  by  Magiilrates  of  their  own, 
I'nd  according  to  their  natural  laws,  cuiloms,  and  ulages, 
iid,  contrary  to  the  faid  agreement,  feparate  the  mint 
md  the  criminal  juitice  from  the  faid  government,  and 
iid  veftthe  Mint  in  the  Britilli  Refident,  and  the  crimi- 
lal  jufticein  a  Mahommedan  native  of  his  own  appoint- 
nent :  and  did  enhance  the  tribute  to  be  paid  from  the 
province  from  250,000!.   annually,  limited  by  treaty, 
)r  [hereabouts,  to  three  hundred    and  thirty  thoufand 
rounds  for  the  firfl:  year,  and  to  four  hundred  thoufand 
or  every  year  after ;  and  did  compel  the  the  adminif- 
;rator  aforefaid  (father  to  the  Rajah)  to  agree   to  the 
ame  ;  and  did,  by  the  fame  ufurped  authority,  illegal- 
y  impofe,  and  eaufe  to  be  levied,  fundry  injudicious 
ind  opprefHve  duties  on  goods  and  merchandize,  which 
did  greatly    impair   the   trade  of  the  province,  and 
:hreaten[  the  utter  ruin  thereof;  and  did  charge  feveral 
penfions  on  the  faid   revenues,  of  his  ov/n  mere  autho- 
rity ;  and  did  fend  and  keep  up  various  bodies  of  the 
Company's  troops  in  the  faid  country  ;  and  did  perform 
fundry  other  adts,  with  regard  to  the  faid  territory,  in 
total  fubverfion   of  the  rights  of  the  foverign  and  the 
people,  and  in  violation  of  the  treaties  and  agreements 
aforefaid. 

III. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  being  abfent,  on  ac- 
count of  ill  health,  from  the  prefidency  of  Calcutta,, 
at  a  place  called  Nia  Serai,  about  forty  miles  diftant 
therefrom,  did  carry  on  a  fecret  correfpondence  with 
the  Refident  at  Benares,  and,  under  colour  that  the  in- 
ftalments  for  the  new  rent  or  tribute  were  in  arrear,  did, 
of  his  own  authority,  make,  in  about  one  year,  a  fecond 
revolution  in  the  government  of  the  territory  aforefaid.; 
and  did  order  and  diredl  that  Durbege  Sing  aforefa  d, 
father  of  the  Rajah,  and  adminiilrator  of  his  authority, 
Ihould  be  deprieved  of  his  office  and  of  his  lands,  and 
thrown  into  prifon ;  and  did  threaten  him  with  death, 
although  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  had,   at  the: 

K  2  time 
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time  of  the  making  his    new  arrangement,  declared 
himfelf  fenfible  that  the  rent  aforefaid  might  require  a- 
batement  j  although  he  was  well  apprized  that  the  ad- j_ 
miniitrator  had  been  for  two  months  of  his  adminiftra- 
tion  in  a  weak  and  languid  ftate  of  body^  and  whollyj 
incapable  of  attending  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  collediions  ;| 
though  a  confiderable  drought  had  prevailed  in  the  faid 
province,  and    did  confcquently  afFe6l  the  regularity^ 
and  produce   of  the  colledtions  ;  and  though  he   hadj 
other  fufHcient  rcafon  to  believe  that  the  faid  admini- 
flrator  had  not  himfelf  received  from  the  colle6tors  oft 
government,  and  the  cultivators  of  the  foil,  the  rent? 
in  arrear ;  yet  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  without' 
any  knov^rn  procefs,  or  recording  any  anfwer,  defence, 
plea,  exculpation,  or   apology  from  tlie  party,  or  re- 
cording any  other  grounds  of  rigour  againft  him,  ex- 
cept the  following  paragraph  of  a  letter  from  the  Re-1 
fident,    not  only  gave  the  order  as  aforefaid,  but  did 
afterwards,  without  laying  any  other  or  better  ground 
before  the  Council  General,  perfuade  them  to,  and  did 
procure   from   them,   a  confirmation  of  the  aforefaid 
cruel  and  illegal  proceedings,  the  correfpondence  con- 
cerning  which  had  not  been  before  communicated : 
He  pleaded  his  illnefs  for  not  communicating  the  fame, 
though  that  illnefs  did  not  prevent  him  from  carrying 
on  correfpondence  concerning  the  depofition    of  the ' 
faid  adminiftrator,  and  other  important  affairs  in  vari- 
ous places, 

IV. 

That  in  the  letter  to  the  Council,  requiring  the  con- 
firmation of  his  acfls  aforefaid,  the  faid  Warren  Haf- . 
tings  did  not  only  propofe  the  confinement  of  the  faid  ; 
a^iminiftrator  at  Benares,  although  by  his  imprifon- 
ment  he  muft  have  been  in  a  great  meafure  difabled 
from  recovering  the  balances  due  to  him,  and  for  the 
non-payment  of  which  he  was  thus  imprifoned,  but  did 
propofe  as  an  alternative  his  imprifonment  at  a  remote 
fortrefs,  out  of  the  faid  territory,  and  in  the  Company's 
provinces,  Cilkd  Chunar  -,  defiring  them  to  dnctt  the 

Refideut 
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Refidcnt  at  Benares  ^^  to  exa<5l  from  Baboo  Dubbitzee 
'^  Sing  every  rupee  of  the  colleftions  which  it  Ihall  an- 
^'  pear  that  he  has  made,  and  not  brought  ro  account ; 
*^  and  either  to  confine  him  at  Benares,  or  to  fend  him  a 
*^  prifoner  to  Chunar,  and  to  keep  him  in  confinement 
"  until  he  (hall  have  difchargt^d  the  whole  cf  the  a- 
"  mount  due  from  him/*  And  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings  did  allign  motives  of  paiTion  and  perfonal  re- 
fentment  for  the  faid  unjuft  and  rigoroi]s  proceedings, 
as  follows  :  "  i  feel  myfelf,  and  may  be  allowed  on 
"  fuch  an  occafion  to  acknowledge  it,  perfonali-  hurt 
^V  at  the  ingratitude  of  this  man,  and  at  the  difcredic 
^'  which  his  ill  condudt  has  thrown  on  my  appoint- 
ment of  him.  He  has  deceived  m.e;  he  has  of- 
fended againft  the  government  which  I  then  repre- 
fented."  And,  as  a  further  reafon  for  deprivino- 
him  of  his  Jaghire  (or  falary  out  of  land)  he  did  infi- 
nuate  in  the  faid  letter,  but  without  giving  or  offering 
any  proof,  ^^  that  the  faid  Rajah  had  been  guilty  of 
*'  little  and  7nean peculations,  although  the  appointments 
*^  aiTigned  to  him  had  been  fufficient  to  free  him  from 
^'  the  temptations  thereto/' 

V. 

That  it  appears,  as  it  might  naturally  have  been  ex- 
pected, that  the  wife  of  the  faid  adminiftrator,  the 
daughter  of  Bulwant  Sing  the  late  Rajah  of  Benares, 
and  her  fon  the  reigning  Rajah,  did  oppofe,  to  the  belt 
of  their  power,  but  by  what  remonltrances^  or  upon 
what  plea,  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  did  never  inform 
the  Court  of  Direftors,  the  depofition,  imprifonment, 
and  confifcation  of  the  eftates  of  the  hufband  of  the 
one,  and  the  father  of  the  other;  but  that  the  flud 
Mailings,  perliiling  in  his  malice,  did  declare  to  the 
faid  Council  as  follows  :  "The  oppofition  made  by  the 
"  Rajah  and  the  old  Rannee,  both  equally  incapable  of 
*'  judging  for  them/elves,  do  certainly  originate  from 
*'  fome  fecret  influence,  which  ought  to  be  checked  by 
**  a  decided  and  peremptory  declaration  of  the  authority 

"  of 
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*'^  of  the  Board,  and  a  denunciation  of  their  difpleafure 
^^  at  their  prefumption" 

Ml. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  not  fatisfied  with 
the  injuries  done,  and  the  infults  and  difgraces  offered, 
to  the  family  aforefaid,  did,  in  a  manner  unparalleled, 
except  by  an  adt  of  his  own  on  another  occafion,  fraudu- 
lently and  inhumanly  endeavour  to  make  the  wife  and 
fon  of  the  faid  adminiftrator,  contrary  to  the  fentiments 
and  the  law  of  nature,  the  inflruments  of  his  oppreffions; 
diretfting,  "  that  if  they  (the  mother  and  fon  aforefaid) 
''  could  be  induced  to  yield  the  appearance  of  a  cheerful 
^^  acquiefcence  m  the  new  arrangements,  and  to  adopt 
*^  it  as  e^meafure  formed  with  their  participation^  it  would 
*'  be  better  than  that  it  fhould  be  done  by  a  declared 
**  adl  of  compulfion,  but  that  at  all  events  it  ought 
"  to  be  done." 

VII. 

That,  in  confequence  of  the  preffmg  declarations 
aforefaid  of  the  laid  Warren  Haitings,  the  Council  did 
on  his  fpecial  recommendation  appoint,  in  oppofition 
to  the  wiihes  and  delires  of  the  Rajah  and  his  mother, 
another  perfon  to  the  adminftration  of  his  affairs,  call- 
ed Jagher  Deo  Seo. 

VIII. 

That  the  Company  having  fent  exprefs  orders  for  the 
fending  the  Refident  by  them  before  appointed  to  Be- 
nares, the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  ftrongly  oppofe 
himfelfto  the  fame;  and  did  throw  upon  the  perfon 
appointed  by  the  Company  (Francis  Fowke,  Efquire) 
feveral  ilrong  but  unfpecified  refledtions  and  afperlions, 
contrary  to  the  duty  he  owed  to  the  Company,  and  to 
the  juftice  he  owed  to  all  its  fervants. 

IX.  That 
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IX. 

That  the  faid  Refident  being  appointed  by  the  votes 
of  the  reft  of  the  Council,  in  obedience  to  the  reiter- 
ated orders  of  the  Company,  and  in  defpite  of  the  op - 
pofiiion  of  the  faid  Haftings,  did  proceed  to  Benares  ; 
and  on  the  reprefentationof  the  parties,  and  thefnbmif- 
iion  of  the  accounts  of  the  aforefaid  Durbitzee  Sing  to 
an  arbitrator,  did  find  him,  the  faid  Durbitzee  Sing,  in 
debt  to  the  Company  for  a  fum  not  coniiderable  enough 
to  juftify  the  fevere  treatment  of  the  faid  Durbitzee 
Sing  ;  His  wife  and  fon  complaining,  at  or  about  the 
fame  timC;,  that  the  balances  due  to  him  from  the 
Aumils,  or  fub-colledrors,  had  been  received  by  the 
new  adminiftrator,  and  carried  to  his  owa  credit,  in 
prejudice  and  wrong  to  the  faid  Durbitzee  Sing  ;  which 
reprefentation,  the  only  one  that  has  been  tranfmic- 
ted  on  the  part  of  the  faid  fufFerers,  has  not  been  con- 
tradicted. 

X. 

That  it  appears  that  the  faid  Durbitzee  Sing  did  after- 
wards go  to  Calcutta,  for  the  redrefs  of  his  grievances ; 
and  that  it  does  not  appear  that  the  fame  were  redrefred,or 
even  his  complaints  heard,  but  he  received  two  peremp- 
tory orders  from  the  Supreme  Cquncil  to  leave  the  faid 
city,  and  to  return  to  Benares ;  That  on  his  return  to 
Benares,  and  being  there  met  by  Warren  Haftings  a- 
forefaid,  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  although  he 
had  reafon  to  be  well  afiured  that  the  faid  Durbitzee 
Sing,  was  in  pofTeflion  of  fmall  or  no  fubllance,  did  a- 
gain  cruelly  and  inhumanly,  and  without  any  legal 
authority,  order  the  faid  Durbitzee  Sing  to  be  llridly 
imprifoned  :  And  the  faid  Durbitzee  Sing,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  vexations,  hardfhips,  and  oppreflions 
aforefaid,  died  in  a  fhort  time  after  infolvent;  but  whe- 
ther in  prifon  or  not,  does  not  appear. 


END    OF    PART    IV. 
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PART       V. 

Third  Revolution  in  Benares. 

I. 

THAT  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  having,  in  the 
manner  before  recited,  divefted  Durbege  Sing  of  the 
admlnillration  of  the  province  of  Benares,  did,  of  his 
own  arbitrary  v^ill  and  pleafure,  and  againfl  the  re- 
monftranccs  of  the  Rajah  and  his  mother  (in  whofe 
name  and  in  whofe  right  the  faid  Durbege  Sing,  fa- 
ther of  the  one  and  hufband  of  the  other,  had  admi- 
niftered  the  affairs  of  the  government)  appoint  a  per- 
fcn,  called  Jagher  Deo  Sheo,  to  adminifter  the  fame. 

IL 

That  the  new  adminiftrator,  warned  by  the  fevere 
example  made  of  his  predeceffor,  is  reprefented  by  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  as  having  made  it  his  ^^  avowed 
*^  principle  (as  it  might  be  expedled  it  Ihould  be) 
•*  that  the  fum  fixed  for  the  revenue  muft  be  colled:- 
*^  ed.'^  And  he  did,  upon  the  principle  aforefaid,  and 
by  the  means  fuggefted  by  a  principle  of  that  fort, 
accordingly  levy  from  the  country,  and  did  regularly 
difcharge  to  the  Britifh  refident  at  Benares,  by  monthly 
payments,  the  fums  impofed  by  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  as  it  is  alTerted  by  the  refident  Fowke ;  but 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  alTert,  that  his  annual 
coUedions  did  not  amount  to  more  than  Lack 
37537,6^00,  or  thereabouts,  which  he  fays  is  much 
Ihort  of  the  revenues  of  the  province,  and  is  by  about 
twenty-four  thoufand  pounds  Ihort  of  his  agreement. 

III. 

That  it  further  appears,  that  notwithftanding  the 
new  adminiftrator  aforefaid  was  appointed  two  months^ 

or 
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or  thereabouts,  after  the  beginning  of  the  Fufeli  year, 
that  is  to  fay,  about  the  middle  of  Novennber  1782, 
and  the  former  adminiftrator  had  colledled  a  certain 
portion  of  the  revenues  of  that  year,  amounting  to 
£.  17,000,  and  upwards  ;  yet  he,  the  faid  new  admi- 
niftrator, upon  the  unjuft  and  deftrudive  principle 
aforefaid,  fuggefted  by  the  cruel  and  violent  proceed- 
ings of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  towards  his  prede- 
celTor,  did  levy  on  the  province,  within  the  faid  year, 
the  whole  amount  of  the  revenues  to  be  colkdted,  in 
addition  to  the  fum  coUeded  by  his  predeccflbr  afore^ 
faid. 

IV. 

That,  on  account  of  a  great  drought  which  prevail- 
ed in  the  province  aforefaid,  a  remiflion  of  certain 
duties  in  grain  was  propofed  by  the  chief  criminal 
judge  at  Benares ;  but  the  adminiftrator  aforefaid,  be- 
ins;  fearful  that  the  revenue  ftiould  fall  ftiort  in  his 
hands,  did  ftrenuoufly  oppofe  himfelf  to  the  neceflary 
relief  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  city, 

V. 

That  notwitkftanding  the  cantonment  of  feveral 
bodies  of  the  Company's  troops  within  the  province, 
fince  the  abolition  of  the  native  government,  it  be- 
came fubjedl  in  a  particular  manner  to  the  depreda- 
tions of  the  Rajahs  upon  the  borders  ^  infomuch  that 
in  one  quarter  no  fewer  than  thirty  villages  had  been 
facked  and  burned,  and  the  inhabitants  reduced  to 
the  moft  extreme  diftrefs. 

VI. 

That  the  refident,  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  at  Cal- 
cutta, did  reprefent  that  the  colle(ftion  of  the  revenue 
was  become  very  difficult ;  and,  befides  the  extreme 
drought,  did  aftign  for  a  caufe  of  that  difficulty  the 
following ; 


tc 


That 
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'*  That  there  is  alfo  one  fund  which,  in  former 
*'  years,  was  often  applied  in  this  country  to  rennedy 
*^  temporary  inconveniences  in  the  revenue,  and 
*^  which  in  the  prefent  year  does  not  exift.  This  was 
*^  the  private  fortunes  of  merchants  and  fhroffs 
*^  (bankers)  refident  in  Benares,  from  whom  aumils 
**  (coUedorsJ  of  credit  could  obtain  temporary  loans, 
*'  to  fatisfy  the  immediate  calls  of  the  Rajah,  Thefe 
^'  fums,  which  ufed  to  circulate  between  the  aumil 
*^  and  the  merchant,  have  been  turned  into  a  diffc- 
*^  rent  channel,  by  bills  of  exchange  to  defray  the 
*^  expences  of  government,  both  on  the  weft  coait  of 
*^  India,  and  alfo  at  Madras."  To  which  reprelen- 
tation  it  does  not  appear  that  any  anfwer  was  given, 
or  that  any  rnode  of  redrefs  was  adopted  in  confe- 
quence  thereof. 

VIL 

That   the   faid  Warren   Haftings,    having  palTed 

through  t)ie  province  of  Benares  (Gauzippre)  in  hjs 

progrefs  towards  Oude,  did,  in   a  letter    datpd    from 

the  city  of  Lucknow  the   2d  of   April  1784,  give  to 

the  Council  Board  at  Calcutta  an  account  (highly  dif- 

honourable  to  the  Britilh  government)  of  the  effecft  of 

the  arrangements  made  by  himfelf  in  the  year  1781 

and  1782,  in  the  words  following :  '^  Flaving  contri- 

^*  ved,  by  making  forced  ilages,  while  the  troops  of 

*^  my  efcort  marched  at  the  ordinary  rate,  to- make  a 

^^  ftay  of  live  days  at  Benares,  I  was  thereby  furniflied 

*^  with  the  means  of  acquiring  feme  knowledge  of  the 

^^  flate  of  the  province,  which  I  am  anxious  tp  com- 

**  municate  to  you.     Indeed  the  enquiry,  which  w^c 

'^  in  a  great  degree  obtruded  upon  me^  afFedted  me  witl": 

*r  very  mortifying  reflexions  on  my  inability  to  appi} 

*^  it  to  any  ufcful  purpofe.    From  the  confines  of  Buxai 

**  to  Benares,  I  was  followed  and  fatigued  by  the  cla- 

**  mours  of  the  difcontented  inhabitants.  Is  wat  what  J 

f^  exped|:ed  in  a  degree,  becaufe  it  is  rare  that  the  ex- 

ercile  of  authority  Ihouid  prove  fatisfadtory  to  al 

who  are  the  objects  of  it.     The  diftrefles  which  wen 

'  .  "  produce* 
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produced  by  the  long  continued  drought  unavoida- 
bly tended  to  heighten  the  general  dilcontent ;  yet  I 
have  reajon  to  fear  that  the  caufe  exijied  principally  in  a  ^ 
defetlive^  if  not  a  corrupt  and  oppreffive^  adminiftra^ 
tion,''     '*  Of   a  multitude  of  petitions  which  \^ere 
prefented  to  me^  and  of  which  I  took  minutes,  every 
one,  that  did  not  relate  to  a  perfonal  grievance,  con* 
tained  the  reprefentation  of  one  and  the  fame  fpe- 
cies  of  opprellion,  which  is  in  its  nature  of  an  in- 
**  fluenee  molt  fatal  to  the  future  cultivation.     The 
"  practice  to  which  I  allude  is  this  :  it  is  affirmed  that 
^f  the  aumils  and  renters  exad,  from  the  proprietors 
"  of  the  adual  harveil,  a  large  encreafe  in  kind  on  their 
"  Hipulated  rent  5  that  is,  from  thofe,  who  hold  their 
"  potca  by  the  tenure  of  paying  one  half  of  the   pro- 
"  duee  of  their  crops,  either  the  whole^  without  lub- 
i  *'  terfuge,  or  a  large  proportion  of  it  by  2ifalfe  meafure- 
*^  tnent,    or  oiher  preiexts ;  and  rVom  thofe,  whole  en-. 
''  gagements  are  tor  a  fixe  rent  in  money^  the  half,  or  a 
"  greater  portion,  is   taken  in  kind.     This  is  in  efredfc 
"  a  tax  upon  the  induftry  of  the  inhabitants ;  fmce 
*"  there "  is  fcarce  a  field   of  grain  in  the  province,  1 
^^  jnight  fay  not  one^  which  has  not  been  preferved  by 
"  the  inceffant  labour  of  the  cultivator,  by  digging 
"  wells  for  their  luppty,  or  watering  them  from  the 
'^  wells  of  mafonry  with  which  their  country  abounds, 
*'  or    from    the     neighbouring    tanks,     rivers,     and 
^^  nullahs.      The     people    who    impofed    on    them- 
*'  felves  this  voluntary  and  extraordmary  labour^  and 
not  unattended  with  expence,  did  it  on  the  expec-' 
tation  of  reaping  the  profits  of  it ;  and  it  is  certain 
they  would  not  have  done  it,  if  they  had  known 
that  their  rulers,  from  zvhom  they  were  entitled  to  an 
indemnification^  would  take  from  them  what  they  had 
fo  hardly  earned.    If  the  fame  adminiftration  conti- 


*^  nues,  and  the  country,  Ihall  again  labour  under  a 

*'  want  of  rain,  every  field  will  be  abandoned.^  the  revenue 
<( 


fail^  and  thoufands  perifi:)  through  want  of  fubfiftetue , 
for  who  will  labour  for  thtfole  Benefit  of  others,  and 
•*  to  make  himfelf  the  fubjed:  of  exa(fcion  >  Thefe 
**  pradifes  are  to  be  imputed  to  the  Naib  himfelf :  [the 

L  2,  "  admi- 
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adminiflrator  forced  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings 
on  the  prefent  Rajah  of  Benares.]  The  avowed  princi- 
•*  .pie  on  which  he  ads,  and  which  he  acknowledged  to 
*'  myfelf,  is,  that  the  whole  fum  fixed  for  the  revenue 
^'  of  the  province  muft  be  coliedted  -,  and  that,  for  this 
"  pLirpofe,  the  deficiency  arifing  in  places  where  the 
**  crops  have  failed,  or  which  have  been  left  uhculti- 
*'  vated,  muf!  be  fupplied  from  the  refources  of  crthers^ 
'•  where  the  foil  has  been  better  fuited  to  the  feafon,  or 
the  indufiry  of  the  cultivators  hath  been  more  fuc- 
cefsfully  exerted :  a  principle  which,  however  fpe- 
*^  cious  and  plaufible  it  may  at  firft   appear,    certainly 
tends  to  the  mofi  pemkioui  and  dejlru^ive  confequences. 
If  th^s  declaration  of  the  Naib  had  been  made  onl}/ 
to  myfcif,  r  might  have  doubted  my  conftrudlion  oj 
it;  but  it  was  repeated  by  him  to-  Mr.  Anderfon^ 
who  underftood  it  exadlk  in  the  fame  fenle.     In  the 
management  of  the  cuftoms,    the   condu6l  of  th( 
Naib  or  of  the  officer  under  him,  was  forced  alfc 
upon  my  attention.    7'he  exorbitant  rates  exacted  by  a) 
arbitrary  valuation  of  the  goods ;  the  pradf ice  of  ex 
a6ling  duties  twice  on  the  fame  goods,  firft  from  th( 
feller,  and  afterwards  from  the  buyer;  and  the  vex 
ations,  difputes  and  delays,  drawn  on  the  merchant 
by  th(rfe  opprefuons,    were  loudly  complained  of 
^'  and  fome  inltances  of  this  kind  were  faid  to  exifl:  a 
*'  the  very  time  I  was  at  Benares.     Under  fuch  circum 
*^  ftances,  we  are  not  to  wonder  if  the  merchants  o 
*'  foreign  countries  are  difeouraged  from  reforting  t( 
^'  Benares,    and    if  the  commerce   of    that  provinc 
fhould  annually  decay.  Other  evils,  or  imputed  evils 
have  accidentally  come  to  my  knowledge,  which 
will   not  now  particularize  ;    as   1    hope  that,  wit! 
the  affiftance  of  the  refident,.  they   may  be    in   par 
*'  corredlect.     One  evil  I  muft  mention,,  becaufc  it  ha 
^^  been  verified  by  my  own  obfervatioHj,  and  is  of  tha 
**  kind  which  refiecls  an  unmerited  reproach  on  ou 
*^  general  and  nat  onal  eharadier.      When  I  was  a 
*^  Buxar,    the  refident,    at  my   defire,    enjoined   th 
Naib   to  appoint   creditable  people    to  every  towr 
through  which  our  route  lay,  to  perfuade  and  er 
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*^  courage  the  inhabitants  to  remain  in  their  honfes, 
*^  promifmg  to  give  them  guards  as  I  approached, 
*^  and  they  required  it  for  their  protedlion;  and  that 
*'  he  might  perceive  how  earneft  I  v^-as  for  his  obfer- 
^'  vation  of  this  precaution,  I  repeated  it  to  him  in 
perfon,  and  difmifTed  him^  that  he  might  precede 
me  for  that  purpofe.  But,  to  my  great  difappoint- 
ment,  I  found  every  place  ^  through  which  Ipajfed^  ahan- 
*^  doned  \  nor  had  there  been  a  man  left  in  any  of  them  for 
their froteBion.  I  am  forry  to  add,  that^  from  Buxar 
to  the  oppofite  boundary^  I  havefeen  nothing  but  traces  of 
complete  devafiation  in  every  village  ;  whether  caufed  by 
the  followers  of  the  troops^  which  have  lately  paffed,  for 
''  their  natural  relief y  and  I  know  not  whether  my  own  may 
*^  not  have  had  their  Jhare,  or  from  the  appreheniions  of 
*'  the  inhabitants  left  to  themfelves,  and  of  themfelves 
^'  deferting  tlxeir  houfes.  I  wifh  to  acquit  my  own 
*^  countrymen  of  the  blame  of  thefe  unfavourable  ap- 
*^  pearanees,  and  in  my  own  heart  I  do  acquit  them; 
**  for  at  one  encampment  a  crowd  of  people  came  to 
"  me,  complaining  that /i^^/r  new  Aumil  (^collethr)  on 
*^  the  approach  of  any  military  detachment^  .himfelf  firjl  Jled 
from  the  place ;  and  the  inhabitants^  having  no  one  to 
whom  they  could  apply  for  redrefs,  or  for  the  reprefenta- 
tion  of  their  grievances^  and  being  thus  remedilefs^  fted 
alfo ;  fo  that  their  honfes  and  effects  became  a  prey  to  any 
perfon  who  choje  to  plunder  them.  The  general  conclu- 
fion  appeared  to  me  an  inevitable  confequence  from 
fuch  a  (late  of  fa6ls;  and  my  own  fenfes  bore  tefli- 
mony  to  it  in  this  fpecific  inllance  :  nor  do  I  know 
how  it  is  poffible  for  any  officer  commanding  a  mili- 
tary party,  how  attentive  foever  he  may  be  to  the 
difcipline  and  forbearance  of  his  people,  to  prevent 
diforders,  when  there  is  neither  oppofttion  to  hinder,  nor 
**  evidence  to  dete5l  them,  Thefe,  and  many  other  irre- 
^*  gularities,  I  impute  fohly  to  the  Naib,  and  recom- 
*'  mend  his  inftant  removal. 

^'  I  cannot  help  remarking,  that  except  the  city 
"  of  Benares,  the  province  is  in  effect  zvithout  a  government. 
'^  The  adminijiration  of  the  province  is  mif conduced,  and  the 
^\peopk  oppreffed^  trade  difcouraged^  a7id  the  revenue  in  dan- 
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*'  ^^r  of  a  rapid  decline,  from  the  violent  appropriation  of 
**  its  means,'* 

VIII. 

Tha.t  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  recommend  to 
the  council,  for  a  remedy  of  the  diforders  and  calami- 
ties which  had  arifen  from  his  own  a6ls,  difpofitions, 
and    appointments,    that   the    adminriLrator    aforefaid 
fhould  be  inftantly  removed  from  his  office  ;  attribut- 
ing the  aforefaid  "  irregularities  and  may>y  others^  folely 
'^  to  him  ;"  although  on  his  own  reprefentation,  re  does 
appear   that  he  was  the  fole  caufe  of  the  irregulari- 
ties, therein  defcribed  :  neither  does  it  appear  tnat  the 
adminiflrator,  fo  by  the  faid  Haftings  nominated   and 
removed,  was  properly  charged  and  called  to  anfwer 
for  the  faid  recited  irregularit  es,  or  for  xh^many  others 
not  recited,  but  attributed  folely  to  him  ;  nor  has  any 
plea  or  excufe  from  him  been  tranfmitted  to  the  Bo^rd, 
or  to  the  Court  of  Direclofs :  but  he  was,  at  the  inftance 
of  the  faid  Haftings,  deprived  of  his  faid  office,  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  natural  juftice,  in  a  violent  and  ar- 
bitrary manner;  which  proceeding,  combined  with  the 
example  made  of  his  predecefTor,  mult  neceflarily  leave 
to  the  perfon,  who  fhould  fucceed  to  the  laid  office,  no 
diflrnd  principle  upon  which  he  might  a6t  wi^h  fafety. 
But  in  comparing  the  confequences  of  the  two  delin- 
quencies charged,  the  failure  of  the  payment  of  the  re- 
venues (from  whatever  caufe  it  may  arife  is  more  likely 
to  be  avoided  than  any  fcvere  courfe  towards  the  inha- 
bitants ;  as  the  former/ault  was  befides  the  deprivation 
of  office,  attended  with  two  imprifonments,  with  a  me- 
ildce  of  death,  and  an  ad:ual  death,  in  difgrace,  pover- 
ty, and  infolvency  ;  whereas  the  latter,  namely  the  op- 
preffion,  and  thereby  the  total  rtiin  of  the  country,  char- 
ged on  the  fecond  adminiftrator,  was  only  followed  by  a 
lofs  of  office-,  although  he,  the  laid  Warren  Haflings, 
did  further  alTert  (but  with  what  truth  does  not  appear) 
that  the  coliedtion  of  the  laft  adminiftrator  had  tallen 
much  fhort  of  the  revenue  of  the  province. 

IX.  That 
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IX. 

That  the  fald  Warren  Hallings  himfelf  was  fenfiblc 
that  the  frtquent  changes  by  him  made  would  much  dif- 
order  the  management  of  the  revenues,  and  feemedde- 
firous  of  concealing  his  intentions  concerning  the  Jail 
change  until  the  time  of  its  execution.  Yet  it  appears 
by  a  letter  from  the  Britiih  refident  dated  the  23d  of 
June  1784,  '^  that  a  very  ftrong  report  prevailed  at  Be- 
"  nares  of  his  (the  faid  Haflings's)  intentions  of  ap- 
*^  pointing  a  new  Naib  for  the  approaching  year; 
<^'  and  that  the  etiedl,  which  the  prevalence  of  fuch  an 
''  idea  amongfl  the  aumils  would  probably  have  on  the 
*^  cultivation  at  this  particular  time.  The  heavy  Mo- 
•  ^  fuffii  Kifls  (harveft  inflalments)  have  now  been  coi- 
^'  leded  by  the  aumils  ;  the  feafon  of  tillage  \s  arri- 
*'  ved  J  the  ryots  (country  farmers)  muft  be  indujcred, 
"  and  even  afTifted  by  advances  :  and  the  aumil  muft 
'^  look  for  his  returns  in^the  abundance  of  the  crop,  the 
confeque;:ce  of  this  early  attention  to  the  cultivation.  The 
efFedt  is  evident  which  the  report  of  a  change  in  the  frji 
officer  of  the  revenue  muji  have  on  the  minds  of  the 
aumils^  by  leaving  them  at  an  uncertainty  of  what  they 
have  in  future  to  expe^l;  and,  in  proportion  to  the 
degree  of  this  uncertainty,  their  efforts  and  cxpences 
in  promoting  the  cultivation  will  be  languid  and 
fparing. 


^^  In  compliance  with  the  Naib's  requefl,  I  have 
written  to  all  the  aumils,  encoiiraging  and  orderino" 
them  to  attend  to  the  cultivation  of  their  refpeiftive 
diftrids.  But  I  conceive  I  Ihould  be  able  to  pro- 
mote this  very  defirable  intention  much  more  e'- 
fedlually,  if  you  will  honour  me  with  the  com- 
munication of  your  intentions  on  this  fubjeft.  At 
the  fame  time  I  cannot  help  juA  remarking,  that, 
if  a   change  is  intended,  the  fooner  it  takes  placr, 

-'  the  more  the  bad  effects  1  have  defcribed  will  be  ob» 

*'  viated." 

X.  That 
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That  the  Council,  having  received  the  propofition 
for  fhe  removal  of  the  adminiftrator  aforefaid,  did  alfo 
in  a  letter  to  him  (the  faid  Haftings)  condemn  the 
frequent  changes  by  him  made  in  the  adminiitration  of 
the  colkdions  of  Benares ;  but  did  confent  to  fuch  al- 
terations as  might  be  made  without  encroaching  on  the 
rights  ellablifhed  by  his  (the  faid  Haftings's)  agree- 
ment in  the  3^ear  1781,  and  did  defire  him  to  tranfmit 
to  them  his  plan  for  a  new  adminiftration. 


That  the  faid  Haflings  did  tranfmit  a  plan,  which, 
notwithftanding  the  evils  which  had  happened  from  the 
former  frequent  changes,  he  did  propofe  as  a  temporary 
expedient  for  the  adminiitration  of  the  revenues  of  the 
faid  province :  in  which  no  provifion  was  made  for  the 
redudlion  or  remiflion  of  revenue,  as  exigences  might 
require;  or  for  the  extradiion  of  the  circulating  fpecie 
from  the  faid  province ;  or  for  the  fupply  of  the  ne- 
celTary  advances  for  cultivation;  nor  for  the  removal 
or  prevention  of  any  of  the  grievances  by  him  before 
complained  of,  other  than  an  infpe6:ion  by  the  refident 
and  the  chief  criminal  magiltrate  of  Benares,  and  other 
regulations  equally  void  qf  effe6l  and  authority  :  and 
which  plan  Mr.  Stables,  one  of  the  fupreme  Council, 
did  altogether  rejed: ;  but  the  fame  was  approved  of,  a^ 
a  temporary  expedient^  v/ith  fome  exceptions,  by  two 
other  Members  of  the  Board,  Mr.  Wheler  and  Mr, 
Macpherfon,  declaring  the  faid  Warren  Hajlings  refpon-^ 
Jlbk  for  the  temporary  expediency  of  the  fame* 

XII. 

That  the  fa'd  Warren  Haftings,  in  the  plan  afore- 
faid, having  ilrongly  objed:ed  to  the  appointment  of 
any  European  colledors,  that  is  to  fay,  of  any  Euro- 
pean fervants  of  the  Company  being  concerned  in  the 
fame,  declaring  that  there  had  been  fufKcient  expe- 
rience 
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ftiencc  of  the  ill  effedls  of  their  being  fo  employed  in 
the  province  of  Bengal ;  by  which  the  faid  Railings 
did  either^  in  loofe  and  general  termS;,  convey  a  falfe 
imputation  upon  the  conduft  of  the  Company's  fer- 
vants  employed  in  the  collc6l!on  of  the  revenues  of 
Bengal;  or  he  was  guilty  of  a  criminal  negledl  of 
duty,  in  not  bringing  to  puniihmenc  the  particular 
pcrfons,  whofe  evil  practices  had  given  rife  to  fuch  a 
general  imputation  on  Britifh  fubje6ls  and  fervants  of 
the  Company,  as  to  render  them  unfit  for  fervice  in 
other  places. 

Xlllo 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  having,  in  the 
courfe  of  three  years,  made  three  complete  revolutions 
in  the  ftate  of  Benares,  by  expelling,  in  the  firfl  in- 
itance,  the  lawful  and  rightful  governor  of  the  fame, 
under  whofe  care  and  fuperintendance  a  large  and 
certain  revenue^  fuitable  to  the  abilities  of  the  country^ 
and  confiftent  with  its  profperity,  was  paid  with  the 
greateft  punctuality;  and  by  afterwards  difplacing  two 
effediive  governors  or  adminiftrators  of  the  province^ 
appointed  in  fuccefTion  by  himfelf;  and,  in  confe« 
qiience  of  the  faid  appointments,  and  violent  and 
arbitrary  removals,  the  faid  province  "  being  left  in 
•^  effed  without  a  government,'*  except  in  one  city 
only;  and  having,  after  all,  fettled  no  more  than  a 
temporary  arrangement;  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime 
and  mifdemeanor,  in  the  deitrudion  of  the  country 
aforefaid* 


M  ^  '     No.  IV. 
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No.  IV. 


PRINCESSES    OF    OUDE. 


THAT  the  reigning  Nabob  of  Oude,  common}; 
called  Afoph  ul  Dowla  (fon  and  fucceffor  to  Shuj; 
ul   Dowla)  by  taking  into,   or  continuing  in  his  pay 
certain  bodies  of  regular  Britilh  troops,  and  by  havin| 
afterwards  admitted  the  Britifh  Refident  at  his  Cour 
into  the  management  of  all  his  affairs,  foreign  and  do- 
meftic,  and  particularly  into  the  admin iftration  of  hi: 
finances,  did  gradually  become,  in  fubftance  and  ef 
fedl,  as  well  as  in  general  repute  and  eftimation,  a  de- 
pendent on,    or  vaflal  of,    tne  Eaft  India  Company  j I 
and  was,  and   is,  fo  much  under   the  controul  of  the 
Governor  General  and  Council  of  Bengal,  that,  in  thej 
opinion  of   all  the  native  powers,  the  Englifh  name] 
and  character  is  concerned  in  every  ad;  of  his  Govern- [ 
ment. 

n. 

That  Warren  Haftings,  Efquire,  contrary  to  law^ 
and  to  his  duty,  and  in  difobedience  to  the  orders  of 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  arrogating  to  himfelf  the  no* 
mination  of  the  Refident  at  the  Court  of  Oude,  as  his 
particular  agent  and  reprefentative,  and  rejecting  the 
Refident  appointed  by  the  Company,  and  obtruding 
upon  them  a  perfon  of  his  own  choice,  did,  from  that 
time,  render  himfelf  in  a  particular  manner  refponfible 
for  the  good  government  of  the  Provinces,  compofing 
;:!ie  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude. 

JII.  That 
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III. 

That  the  Provinces  aforefaid  having  been,  at  the 
Ime  of  their  firft  connexion  with  the  Company,  in 
n  improved  and  flourifhing  condition,  and  yielding  a 
evenue  of  more  than  three  millions  of  pounds  fter- 
ng,  or  thereabouts,  did,  foon  after  that  period,  be- 
in  fenfibly  to  decline;  and  the  fubfidy  of  the  Britifh 
■Qops  ftationed  in  that  Province,  as  well  as  o^her  fums 
F  money  due  to  the  Company  by  treaty,  ran  confider- 
Dly  in  arrear ;  although  the  Prince  of  the  country, 
uring  the  time  thefe  arrears  accrued,  was  otherwife 
1  diftrefs,  and  had  been  obliged  to  reduce  all  his  efta- 
.ilhments,    ^ 
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IV. 


That  the  Prince  aforefaid,  or  Nabob  of  Oude,  did, 

humble  and  fubmiflive  terms,  fupplicate  the  faid 

''arren  Railings,  to  be  relieved  from  a  body  of  troops, 

lofe  licentious  behaviour  he  complained  of,  and  who 

^rc  ftationed  in  his  country  without  any  obligation  by 

*aty  to  maintain  them ;  pleading  the  failure  of  harveft, 

'^'  :d  the  prevalence  of  famine  in  his  country  ;-=T-a  com-^ 

^  iance  with  which  requeft,  by  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 

'iigs,  was  refufed  m  unbecoming,  offenfive^,  and  in-- 

ilting  language. 

r 

V. 

That  the  faid  Nabob,  labouring  under  the  aforefaid 
id  other  burthens,  and  being  continually  urged  for. 
foment,  was  advifed  to  extort,  and  did  extort  from 
[1  mother  and  grandmother,  under  the  pretext  of  loans 
id  fometimes  without  that  appearance)  various  great 
is  of  money,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  630,000!. 
*ling,  or  thereabouts*,  alledging  in  excufe  the  rigo- 
is  demands  of  the  Eaft  India  Company,  for  wnole 
r  the  faid  extorted  money  had  been  demanded,  and  to 
jich  a  confiderable  part  of  it  had  been  applied. 

M  z  VL  Tha^ 
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VI. 

That  the  two  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  aforefaid 

wc:'e   among  the  women  of  the  greateft  rank,  family 

and  diftin(5tion  in  Afia ;  and  were  left  by  the  decealec 

Naboba  the  fon   cf  the  one^  and  the  hufband   of  th< 

other,  in  charge  of  certain  confiderablepartof  his  trea 

lures  in  money^  and  other  valuable  moveables,  as  wel 

as  certain  landed  efiateS;,  called  Jaghires,  in  order  t 

the  fupport  of  their  own  dignity,  and  the  honourabl 

maintenance  of  his  women^  and  a  numerous  oftsprin 

and  their  dependents  ;  the  faid  family  amounting  in  th 

whole  to  two  thoufand  perfons,  who  were  by  the  fai 

Nabob,  at  his  death,  recommended  in  a  particular  mar 

ner  to  the  care  and  protection  of  the   faid  Warre 

liaftings, 

VIL 

That  on  the  demand  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude  on  I 
parents  for  the  laft  of  the  fums,  which  completed  t 
fix  hundred  and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  aforefaid,  the 
the  faid  parents  did  pofitively  refufe  to  pay  any  part 
the  fame  to  their  fon,  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company,  un 
he  Ihould  agree  to  certain  terms,  to  be  ftipulated  ir 
regular  treaty  i  and,  among  other  particulars,  to  feci 
them  in  the  remainder  of  their  pofleffions,  and  alfo ' 
rio  account  or  pretence  to  make  ^any  further  deman 
or  claims  on  them;  and,  well  knowing  from  when 
all  his  claims  and  exadions  had  arifen,  they  demand 
that  the  faid  treaty,  or   family   compad:,  fhould  ; 
guaranteed  by  the  Governor  General  and   Council  f 
Bengal  :  And  a  treaty  was  accordingly  agreed  to,  t- 
ecuted  by  the  Nabob,  and  guaranteed  by  John  Brifto, 
Efquire,  the  Refidcnt  at  Oude,  under  the  authority  a  1 
with  the  exprefs  confent  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftirs 
and  the  Council  General;  and,  in  confequence  the - 
of,    the  fum    lafl  required    was  paid,  and   difchar<s 
given  to  the  Nabob   for  all  the  money  which  he  H 
borrowed  from  his  own  mother  and  the  mother  of  s 
fathcrg 

^  VIII.  Tit 
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VIII. 

That  the  diftrefles  and  diforders  in  the  Nabob's  go- 
vernment, and  his  debt  to  the  Company  continuing  to 
increafe,  notwichftanding  the  violent  methods  before 
mentioned  taken  to  augment  his  refources,  the  faid 
"Warren  Haftings,  on  the  21ft  of  May,  and  on  the  31ft 
July  1 78 1  (he  and  Mr.  Wheler  being  the  only  remain- 
ing members  of  the  Council  General,  and  he  having 
the  conclufive  and  cafting  voice,  and  thereby  being  in 
effedl  the  whole  Council)  did,  in  the  name  and  under 
the  authority  of  the  Board,  refolve  on  a  journey  to  the 
upper  provinces,  in  order  to  a  perfonal  interview  with 
the  Nabob  of  Oude,  towards  the  fettlement  of  his  dif- 
trefled  affairs ;  and  did  give  to  himfelf  a  delegati- 
on of  the  powers  of  the  faid  Council,  in  dired:  vio- 
lation of  the  Company's  orders,  forbidding  fuch  de- 
legation* 

IX. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  having  by  his  ap- 
pointment met  the  Nabob  of  Oude  near  a  place  called 
Chunar,  and  pofTcfTing  an  entire  and  abfolute  command 
over  the  faid  Prince,  he  did,  contrary  to  juflice  and 
equity  and  the  fecurity  of  property,  as  well  as  to  pub- 
lic faith  and  the  fandiion  of  the  Company's  guarantee, 
under  the  colour  of  a  treaty,  which  treaty  was  conduct- 
ed fecretly  without  a  written  document  of  any  part  of 
the  proceeding  (except  the  pretended  treaty  itfelQ  au- 
thorize the  faid  Nabob  to  feize  upon,  and  confifcate  to 
his  ov/n  profit,  the  landed  eftates,  called  Jaghires,  of 
his  parents,  kindred,  and  principal  nobilty  ;  only  fti- 
pulat  ng  a  penfion  to  the  net  amount  of  the  rent  of  the 
laid  lands  as  an  equivalent,  and  that  equivalent  to  fuch 
only  whole  lands  had  been  guaranteed  to  them  by  the 
Company  •  But  provided,  neither  in  the  faid  pretended 
treaty,  nor  in  any  fubfequent  act,  the  leall  fecurity  for 
the  payment  of  the  faid  penfion  to  thofe  for  whom  fuch 
penfions  was  oftenfibly  referved  -,  and,  for  the  others, 
Bot  fo  much  as  a  fr.ew  of  indemnity  j-— to  the  extreme 
:'  ,  .    .  .  fcandal 
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fcandal  of  the  Britifh  Government,  which  valuing  itfelf 
upon  a  (tridt  regard  to  property,  did  exprefsly  autho- 
rize, if  it  did  not  command,  an  attack  upon  that 
right,  unprecedented  in  the  defpotic  Qovernments  of 

India, 

X.       ' 

That  the  faid  V7arren  Huftings,  in  order  to  cover 
the  violent  and  unjuft  proceedings  aforefaid,  did  afTert 
a  claim  of  right  in  the  fame  Nabob  to  all  the  poiTeffions 
of  the  faid  mother  and  grandmother,  as  belonging  to 
him  by  the  Mahommedir  law;  and  this  pretended 
claim  was  fet  up  by  the  faid  Warren  Hailings,  after  the 
Nabob  had,  by  a  regular  treaty,  ratified  and  guaranteed 
by  the  faid  Haftings  as  Governor  General,  renounced 
and  releafed  all  demands  on  them.  And  this  falfe  pre- 
tence of  a  legal  demand,  was  taken  up  and  adled  upon 
by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  without  laying  the  faid 
queftion  on  record  before  the  Council  General,  or  giv- 
ing notice  to  the  perfons  to  be  affected  thereby,  to  fup- 
port  their  rights  before  any  of  the  principal  nlagiftrates 
and  expounders  of  the  Mahommedan  law,  or  taking 
publicly  the  opinions  of  any  perfon  converfant  therein* 

,  XI. 

That,  in  order  to  give  farther  colour  to  the  adls  of 
ill  faith  and  violence  aforefaid,  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings did  caufe  to  be  taken  at  Lucknow,  and  other 
places,  before  divers  perfons,  and  particularly  before 
Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Knight,  his  Majefty's  chief  juftice, 
ailing  extrajudicially,  and  not  within  the  limits  of  his 
jurifdidion,  feveral  paffionate,  carelefs,  irrelevant,  and 
irregular  affidavits,  confiding  of  matter  not  fit  to  be  de- 
pofed  on  oath  ;  of  reports,  conjedures,  and  hearfays  ; 
iome  of  the  perfons,  (wearing  to  the  faid  hearfays,  hav- 
ing declined  to  declare  from  whom  they  heard  the  ac- 
counts at  fecond  hand  fworn  to  :  The  faid  affidavits  in 
general  tending  to  fupport  the  calumnious  charge  of 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings  ;  namely,  that  the  aged  wo*» 
men  before  mentioned  had  formed,  or  engaged  in,  a 

plaa 
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plan  for  the  depofition  of  their  fori  and  fovereign,  and 
the  utter  extirpation  of  theEnglilh  nation  :  And  neither 
the  faid  charge  againft  perfons,  whofe  dependence  was 
principally,  if  not  wholly,  on  the  good  faith  of  this 
nation,  and  highly  afFcfting  the  honour,  property,  and 
even  lives  of  women  of  the  highefl  condition  \  nor  the 
affidavits  intended  to  fupport  the  fame,  extrajudicially 
taken  ex  parte^  and  without  notice,  by  the  faid  Sir  Eli- 
jah Impey,  and  others,  were  at  any  time  communicated 
to  the  parties  charged,  or  to  any  agent  for  them  ;  nor 
were  they  called  upon  to  anfwer,  nor  any  explanation 
demanded  of  them, 

XII. 

That  the  article,  affefling  private  property  fecured 
by  public  a(51:s,  in  the  faid  pretended  treaty,  contains 
nothing  more  than  a  general  permdlion,  given  by  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings,  for  confifcating  fuch  Jaghires  or 
landed  eftates,  with  the  modifications  therein  contain- 
ed, "  as  he  (the  Nabob  may  find  neceflary  •,"  but  does 
not  diredly  point  at,  or  exprefs  by  name,  any  of  the 
landed  pofiefTions  of  the  Nabob's  mother :  But  foon 
after  the  figning  of  the  faid  pretended  treaty,  (that  is, 
on  the  29th  November  i  78 1)  it  did  appear,  that  a  prin- 
cipal objedt  thereof,  v/as  to  enable  the  Nabob  to  feize 
upon  the  eftates  of  his  female  parents  aforefaid,  which 
had  been  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  Eaft  India  Com- 
pany. And  although  in  the  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty, 
aforefaid,  nothing  more  is  purported  than  to  give  a 
fimple  permifiion  to  the  Nabob  to  feize  upon  and  con- 
fifcate  the  eflates,  leaving  the  execution  or  non-execu- 
tion of  the  fame  wholly  to  his  difcretion  ;  yet  if  appears 
by  feveral  letters  from  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Efquire, 
the  Refident  at  the  Court  of  Oude,  of  the  6th,  7th, 
and  9th  of  December  1781,  that  no  fuch  difcretion,  as 
exprefTed  in  the  treaty,  was  left,  or  intended  to  be  left 
with  him  the  faid  Nabob  j  but  that  the  fa^d  article 
ought  pradtically  to  have  a  conftrudlibn  nf  a  dire6lly 
contrary  tendency  i  that,  inftead  of  confidering  the 
article  as  originating  from  the  Nabob,  and  containing 

a  power 
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a  pov/er  provided  in  his  favour,  which  he  did  not  pof- 
fe Is  before,  the  confifcation  of  the  Jaghires  aforefaidy 
was  to  be  confidered  as  a  meafure  originating  from  the 
Engrifh  ;  and  to  be  intended  for  their  benefit ;  and  as 
iuch,  that  the  execution  was  to  be  forced  upon  him ; 
and  the  execution  thereof  was  accordingly  forced  upon 
him. 

XIIL 

That  the  Refident,  MIddleton,  on  the  Nabob's  re- 
fufal  to  a6l  in  contradidlion  to  his  fworn  engagement^ 
guaranteed  by  the  Eait  India  Company,  and  in  the 
tmdutiful  and  unnatural  manner  required^  did  totally 
fupercede  his  authority  in  his  own  dominions,  confider- 
ing  himfeif  as  impowered  fo  to  ad  by  the  inftrudtions 
of  the  faid  Haftings,  although  he  had  reafon  to  ap- 
prehend a  general  infurredtion  in  confequence  thereof, 
and  that  he  found  it  necelTary  to  remove  his  family^ 
*'  which  he  did  not  wifh  to  retain  there,  in  cafe  of  a 
'^'  rupture  with  the  Nabob,  or  the  necefTity  of  employ- 
*^  ing  the  Britilh  forces  in  the  redu6lion  of  Ms  Aumils 
*^  and  troops;'*  and  he  did  accordingly,  as  fovereign, 
ifTue  his  own  edidls  and  warrants,  in  defiance  of  the 
refinance  of  the  Nabob,  in  the  manner  by  him  defcribed 
in  the  letters  aforefaid,  in  a  letter  of  6th  of  December 
178 1,  that  is  to  fay,  "  Finding  the  Nabob  wavering  in 
his  determination  about  the  refumptton  of  the  JaghierSy 
I  this  day,  in  prefence  of  and  with  the  Minifter's 
concurrence,  ordered  the  neceffary  Perwannahs  to 
be  written  to  the  feveral  Aumils  for  that  purpofe; 
and  it  was  my  firm  refolution  to  have  difpatched 
them  this  evening,  with  proper  people  to  fee  them 
pundlually  and  implicitly  carried  into  execution  \ 
but  before  they  were  all  tranferibed,  I  received  a 
melTage  from  the  Nabob,  who  had  been  informed  by 
the  Minifter  of  the  refolution  I  had  taken,  intreating 
*'  that  1  would  withhold  the  Perwannahs  until  to- 
"  morrow  morning,  when  he  would  attend  me,  and 
*'  afford  me  fatisfad:ion  on  this  point.  As  thelofs  of  a 
*^  few  hours  in  the  difjatch  of  the  Perwannahs  appeared 
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"  of  little  moment,  and  as  it  is  poflible  the  Nabob, 
feein<^  that  the  hufinefs  will  at  all  events  he  done^  niccy 
inake  it  an  atl  of  his  o-wn^  I  have  confented  to  indulge 
him  in  his  requeft;  but,  be  the  refiilt  of  our  interview 
whatever  it  7nay^  nothing' Jh atl  prevent  the  orders  being 
ijjlied  to-morrow,  either  by  him  or  myfelf,  with  the  con^ 
"  currence  of  the  Minijlers,  Your  pleafure  refpediing 
the  Begums  I  have  learnt  from  Sir  Elijah  ;  and  the 
meafure  heretofore,  propofed,  v-ill  foon  follow  the 
refumption  of  the  Jaghiers.  From  both,  or  indeed 
"  from  the  former  alone,  I  have  no  doubt  of  thccom- 
^'  plete  liquidation  of  the  Company's  balance/' — And 
alfo  in  another  letter  of  the  7th  December  1781, — "  I 
had  the  honour  to  addrefs  you  yeiterday,  informing 
you  of  the  fleps  I  had  taken  in  regard  to  the  refump- 
tion of  the  Jaghiers,  'This  morning  the  Fizier  came  to  me 
according  to  his  agreement^  but  feemingly  zvithotit  any 
intention  or  dejire  to  yield  me  fatisfaUion  on  the  fubje^ 
under  difcujjion  ;  for,  after  a  great  deal  of  converfation^ 
con/ifting,  on  his  part,  of  trifling  evafon  and  puerile  eX' 
cujes  for  withholding  his  afj'ent  to  the  meafure^  though  at 
the  fame  time  prof ejjing  the  moji  implicit  Jubmiffion  to  your 
wifhes,  I  found  myfelf  without  any  other  refource,  than. 
the  one  of  employing  that  exclufive  authority  with  which . 
I  confideryour  inflru^fions  to  veft  ?ne  :  I  therefore  declared 
to  the  Nabobs  in  prefence  of  the  Minifter  and  Mr,  John^ 
^'  fen,  who  I  dejire d  might  bear  witnefs  of  the  converfation, 
*^  That  I  conftrued  his  rejeBion  of  the  meafure  propofed,  as 
"  a  breach  of  his  jolemn  promife  to  you,  and  an  iwwilling- 
nefs  ro  yield  that  affiftance^  which  zvas  eiidently  in  his 
poiver,  towards  liquidating  his  heavy  accimiulating  debt 
to  the  Company ;  and  that  I  mud  in  confequence  de- 
termine, in  my  ovm  juftification,  to  iffue  immediately 
"  the  Ferwanndhs,  which  had  only  been  Vv'ithheld  in 
^*  the  fanguine  hope,  that  he  would  be  prevailed  upon 
*'  to  make  that  his  own  act,  which  nothing  but  the  mod 
"  urgent  necelTitv  could  force  me  to  make  r/me, — He 
"  left  me  vvMthout  any  repl\;  but  afterv/ards  fent  for 
his  Minifter,  and  authorized  him  to  give  m.e  hopes, 
that  m.y  requifition  would  be  complied  v/ith ;  on 
which  I  exprefieu  my  facisfadtion,  but  declared,  tiiat 
*'  1  could  admit  of  no  further  delays ;  and  unlefs  I  re- 
^'  ceived  his  Excdlency's  formal  acquiefcence  before 
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*^  the  evening,  I  fhould  then  moft  afluredly  ifluc  m^ 
*^  Perwannahs ;  which  I  have  accordingly  done,  not  hav- 


'^  ing  had  any  afTurances  from    his  Excellency,  tha 
could  juflifv^  a  further  fufpenfion.     I  Ihall,    as  foor| 
as  poffible,  inform   you  of  the  effedt    of  the  Peri 
wannahs,    which,   in  many  parts,  I  am  apprehens 
*^  five  it  will  be  found  neceflary  to  enforce  with  militarj^ 
*^  aid,     I   am  not,  however,    entirely  without   hopei 
*^  that  the  Nabob,  when  he  fees  the  inefficacy  of  further 
oppofition,   may  alter  his  condudl,    and  prevent  lh% 
confiifion  and  difagreeabk  confequrnces  which  would  be  Ut 
likely  to  refult  from  the  profecution  of  a  meafttre  of  fucii 
*^  import ancey  without  his  concurrence.     His  ExcellenGji 
talks  of  going  ro  Fyzabad,  for  the  purpole  hereto* 
for©  mentioned,  in  three  or  four  days ;   /  wijh  he  mti* 
he  ferious  in  his  intention,  and  you  may  reft  allured, 
**  jhallfpare  no  pains  to  keep  him  to  it,^'     ..    And  further 
in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  December  178 1^—"  I  had  th^ 
^'  honour  to  addrefs  you  on  the  7th  inftant,  informing 
you  of  the  converfation  which  had  pafled  between  th; 
Nabob  and  me,  on  the  fubject  of  refuming  the  Jags 
hiers,  and  the   ftep  I   had  taken   in  confequence 
His  'Excellency  appeared  to  be  very  much  hurt  and  incenfe, 
at  the  meafure  j  and  loudly  complains  of  the  treachery  0 
his  Adinijlers ;  firft^  in  giving  you  any  hopes  that  fuch 
meafure  would    be    adopted  \    and,  fecondly,    in    thei 
promifmg  me  their  whole  fupport  in  carrying  it  through ' 
But,  as  I  apprehended,  rather  than  fuffer  it  to  appea. 
that  the  point  had  been  carried  in  oppcjition  to  his  will 
he  at  length  yielded  a  nominal z.Q(\^^\t{QtYiC^^  and  ha 
^'  this  day  ilTued  his  own  Perwannahs  to  that  effedl  i 
^^  declaring,  however,  at  the  fame  time,  both  tQ  me  and  hv 
"  Miniflers,  that  it  is  an  a5i  ofcompulfion.     I  hope  to  b(, 
*^  ^ble,  in  a  few  days,  in  confequence  of  this  meafurd 
to  tranfmit  you  an  account  of  the  adlual  value  anc 
produce  of  the  Jaghiers,  oppofed  to  the  nomina 
amount  at  which  they  Hand  rated  on  the  books  of  tk 
^^  Sircar/' 

XIV, 

That  the  faid  Warren  Hallings,  inilead  of  exprefllns' 
any  difapprobation   of  the  proceedings  aforelaid,   in 
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violation  of  the  rights  fecured  by  treaty  with  the  mo- 
ther and  grandmother  of  the  reigning  Prince  of  Oude, 
and  not  lefs  in  violation  of  the  fovereign  rights  of  the 
Nabob  himfelf,  did,  bv  frequent  mefiages,  ftimulate 
the  faid  Middleton  to  a  perfeverance  in,  and  to  a  ri- 
gorous execution  of  the  fame :  And  in  his  letter  from 
Benares  of  the  25th  Becember  17  81,  did  ^^  exprefs 
"doubts  of  his  firmnefs  and  adivity,  and,  above  all> 
'*'  of  his  recollection  of  his  infltudions^  and  their  im- 
"  portance  ,  and  that,  if  he  could  not  rely  on  his  own 
*'  [power]  and  the  means  he  poiTefTed  for  performing 
"  thofe  fervices,  he  would  free  him  [the  faid  Middleton] 
''  from  the  charges,  and  would  proceed  himfelf  to-  Luc- 
^^  know,  and  would  /;?/wy^//' undertake  them," 

That  very  doubtful  credit  is  to  be  given  to  any  let- 
ters written  by  the  faid  Middleton  to  the  faid  Warren 
Hillings,  when  they  anfwcr  the  purpofes  v/hich  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  had  evidently  in  view,  the  faid 
Middleton  having  written  to  him  in  the  following 
manner  from  Lucknow,  30th  December  178 1 : 

*'  My  dear  Sir,- 

"  I  have  this  day  anfwered  your  puhlic  letter  in  the 
"  iovn^  you  fe em  to  expe^,  I  hope  there  is  nothing  in  it 
"  that  ma^  appear  to  you  too  pointed.  If  you  wijh  the 
"  matter  to  be  otherwife  underflood  than  I  have  taken  up 
''  andflatedit^  1  need  not  fy  I  Jhall  be  ready  to  conform 
"  to  whatever  you  may  prefcribe^  and  to  take  upon  myfelf 
*^  aiyfhare  of  the  blame  of  the  (hitherto)  non-performance 
*'  of  the  Jiipulations  made  on  behalf  of  the  Nabob,  Though 
"  I  do  aifure  you,  i  myfelf  reprefented  to  his  Excel- 
lency and  the  Miniflers,  conceiving  it  to  be  your 
defire,  that  the  apparent  ajfumption  of  the  reins  of  his 
government  (for  in  that  light  he  undoubtedly  confi- 
dered  it  at  the  firft  view)  as  fpecified  in  the  agree- 
ment executed  by  him,  was  not  meant  to  ht  fully  and 
literally  enforced,  but  that  it  was  neceffary  youjhould 
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*^  havefomeihingtoJJoewonyourJide,  as  the  Company  were 
deprived  of  a  benefit  zvlthout  a  requital  iMd  upon  the 
faith  of  this  affurance  alone^  I  believe  I  may  fafely 
affirm  his  Excellency's  objeiflions  to  figning  the  treaty 
*'  were  given  up.  If  I  have  underftood  the  matter 
f  wrong,  or  mifconceived  your  defign,  I  am  truly 
^'  forry  for  it ;  however,  it  is  not  too  late  to  carrel  the 
<e  eyyor  ;  and  I  am  ready  to  undertake ^  a?id^  God  willing^ 
*'  to  carry  through^  whatever  you  way^  on  receipt  of  my 
^'  public  letter y  tell  me  is  your  final  rejolve. 

XVL 

That  it  appears^  but  on  his  the  faid  Middleton's  fok 
authority,  in  a  letter  from  the  faid  Middleton,  datec 
Lucknow,  2d  December  1781,  that  the  Nabob  oj 
Oude,  wifhing  to  evade  the  meafure  of  refuming  th( 
Jaghires  afore  faid,  did  fend  a  meflage  to  him,  pur 
porting,  *'  that  if  the  meafure  propofed  was  intendec 
to  procure  the  payment  of  the  balance  due  to  th( 
Company,  he  could  better  and  more  expeditioufi^ 
effed:  that  objeci,  by  taking  from  his  mother  thi 
"  treafures  of  his  father,  which  he  did  aiTert  to  be  u 
'^  her  hands,  and  to  which  he  did  claim  a  right ;  anc 
"  that  it  would-be  fuiiicient  that  he  the  faid  Hafting 
*^  would  hint  his  cpiiiion  upon  it,  zvithout  giving  a  forma 
*^  fan^ion  to  the  meafUre  propofed ;  and  that  whatever  hi 
*^  refolution  upon  the  fubjed:  fhould  be,  it  would  b< 
'^  expedient  to  keep  it  fecret ;"  adding  "  the  refump 
^^  tion  of  the  Jaghires  it  is  neceffary  to  fufpend  till  Ihuv 
/^  your  anfwer  to  this  letter,'"' 

'  XVII.  '■ 

That  it  does  not  appear  that  the  laid  Hadings  dii 
write  any  letter  in  anfvver  to  the  propafai  of  the  fai< 
Middleton,  but  he,  the  faid  Haftings,  did  communi 
■cate  his  pleafure  thereon  to  Sir  Elijah' Impey,  bein; 
then  at  Lucknow,  for  his  the  faid  Middieton's  infor 
mation ;  and  it  does  appear,  that  the  feizing  of  th 
treafures  of  the  mother  of  the  Nabob,  faid  to  have  bee; 
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propofed  as  an  alternativs  by  the  faid  Nabob,  to  pre- 
vent the  refumpcion  of  the  Jaghire,  was«determined 
upon  and  ordered  by  the  faid  Haftings  •,  and  that  the 
reiumption  of  the  faid  Jaghires,  for  theranfom  of  which 
the  feizingof  the  treafures  was  propofed,  was  alfo  dired-.' 
edj  not  one  only,  but  both  fides  of  the  alternative 
being  enforced  upon  the  female  parents  of  the  Nabob 
aforefaid,  although  both  the  one  and  the  other  had  been 
fecured  to  thena  by  a  treaty  with  the  Ead  India  Com- 
pany. 

XVIII. 

That  Sir  Elijah  Impey,  Knight,  his  Majefty^s 
Chief  Juftice  at  Fort  William,  did  undertake  a  jour- 
ney of  nine  hundred  miles,  from  Calcutta  to  Lucknow, 
on  pretence  of  heakh  and  pleafure  ;  but  was  in  reality 
in  the  fecret  of  thefe  and  other  irregular  tranfaftions^ 
and  employed  as  a  channel  of  confidential  communi- 
cation therein.  And  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  by 
prefuming  to  employ  the  faid  Chief  Juftice,  a  perfon 
particularly  unfit  for  an  agent,  in  the  tranfa6lion  of 
affairs,  prima  facie  at  ieaft  unjull,  violent,  and  oppref- 
five,  contrary  to  public  faith,  and  to  the  fentiments 
and  law  of  nature  ^  and  which  he,  the  faid  Haftings, 
was  fenfible  ''  cmald  not  fail  to  draw  obloquy  on  him- 
*^  felf  by  his  participation,"  did  difgrace  the  King's 
commifTion,  and  render  odious  to  the  natives  of  Hm~ 
doftan  the  juftice  of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain. 

XIX. 

That  although  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  was  from 
the  beginning  duly  informed  of  the  violence  offered  to 
the  perfonal  inclinations  of  the  Nabob,  and  the  "  ap- 
**  parent  afiumption  of  the  reins  of  his  government,"  for 
the  purpofes  aforefaid,  yet,  more  than  two  years  after, 
he  did  write  to  his  private  agent.  Major  Palmer,  that  is 
to  fay,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  of  May  1783,  "-'  that  it 
**  has  been  a  matter  of  equal  fur prife  and  concern  to  him, 
*'  to  learn  from  the  letters  of  the  relident,  that  the 
^'  Nabob  Vizier  was  with  difficulty,  and  almoft  un- 

^^  con» 
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*^  conquerable  reluctance, > induced  to  give  his  confc nt 
*'  to  the  attachment  of  the  treafure  depofited  by  his 
*'  father,  under  the  charge  of  the  Begum  his  mother, 
**  and  tD  the  refumption  of  her  Jaghire,  ^nd  the  other 
"  Jaghires  of  the  individuals  of  his  family  •/*  which 
pretence  of  ignorance  of  the  Nabob's  inclmations,  is 
fictitious  ^nd  groundlefs.  But  whatever  deception  he 
might  pretend  to  be  in  Goncerning  the  original  inten- 
tion of  the  Nabob,  he  was  not,  nor  did  he  pretend  to 
be,  ignorant  of  his,  the  Nabob's  reluctance  to  proceed 
in  the  faid  meafures ;  but  did  admit  his  knowledo-e  of 
the  Nabob's  reluctance  to  their  full  execution,  and  yet 
did  juftify  the  fame  as  follows  : 

«'  I  deiire  that  you  will  inform  him  f  the  Nabob'^  that 
^^  in  thefe  and  the  other  meafures  wiaich  were  either 
**  propofed  by  him,  or  received  his  concurrence  in  the 
*'  agreement  palTed  between  us  at  Chunar,  I  neither 
*^  had  nor  could  have  any  objeCl  hut  his  relief,  and  the 
^^  Jirengthening  of  his  conneffion  with  the  Company  ;  and 
"  that  I  (houid  not  on  any  other  ground  have  expofed 
*^  my  fell"  to  the  ferjonal  obloquy  which  they  could  not  fail 
''''to  draw  upon  me  hy  my  'participation  in  ther/iy  but  Itit 
"  bim  to  regulate,  by  his  own  difcretion,  and  by  his 
*^  own  means,  the  oeconomy  of  his  ovv^n  finances,,  and 
^^  with  much  more  caufe?  the  ajfertion  of  his  domeftic  right. 
'^  In  thefe^  he  had  no  regular  claim  to  my  interference  i  nor 
*^^  had  I,  in  my  public  charaCfer,  any  claim  upon  him, 
"  but  for  the  payment  of  the  debt  then  due  trom  hinii 
*^  to  the  Company,  although  I  was  under  the  ftrongefl 
*'  obligations  to  require  it  for  the  relief  of  the  prelhng 
'^  exigencies  of  their  affairs. — He  will  wtll  remember 
**  the  manner  in  which,  at  a  viiit  to  him  in  his  dwn 
*'  tent,  I  declared  my  acquiefcence  freely  and  without 
*'  hefitation  to  each  propefition,  which  afterwards 
"  formed  the  fubflance  of  a  written  agreement,  as  he 
*'  feverally  made  them  ;  and  he  can  want  no  other 
*'  evidence  of  my  m^otives  foryo  chearfula  confent,  nor 
*'  for  the  requeils  which  I  added  as  the  means  of  ful- 
*'  filling  his  purpofes  in  them.  Had  he  not  made 
*^  thefe  meafures  his  own  option,  I  lliould  not  have 
*^  propofed  them ;  but  having  once  adopted  them,  and 
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made  them  the  conditions  of  a  formal  mid  facred  agne-^ 
^^  mejit,  I  had  no  longer^  an  Gptio?i  to  difpenfe  wiib  them^ 
hit  zvas  bound  to  the  complete  performance  and  e:>cecution 
of  themy  as  points  of  public  duty  and  of  national  faiths 
for  which  I  was  refponfible  to  my  King,  and  the  Company 
my  immediate  fuperiors  ;  and  this  was  the  reafonfor  my 
infijling  on  their  performance  and  execution,  when  I  was 
told  that  the  Nabob  himfelf  had  relaxed  from  his  original 
f  f  purpofiy  and  exprejfed  a  reluBance  to  proceed  in  it*' 

XX. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  does  admit,  that  the 

Nabob  had  originally  no  regular  claim  upon  him  for 

his  interference,  or  he  any  claim  on  the  Nabobs  which 

might  entitle  him  to  interfere  in  the  Nabob's  domeftic 

concerns;  yet,  in  order  to  juftify  his  fo  invidious  an 

interference,    he  did,  in  the  letter  aforefaid,    give  a 

falfe  account  of  the  laid  treaty,  which  (as  beforemen- 

tioned)  did  nothing  more  than  give  zpermij/ton  to  the 

Nabob  to  rcfurnethe  Jaghires,  if  HEJIjould  judge  the 

fame  to  be  necejfary  \  and  did  therefore  leave  the  right  of 

difpenfing  with  the   whole,  or  any  part  thereof,  as 

much  in  his  option  after  the  treaty,  as  it  was  before  ; 

the  declared  intent  of  the  article  being  only  to  remove 

the  reftraint  pf  the  Company's  guarantee  forbidding 

fuch  refijmption,  but  furnilhing  nothing  which  could 

authorize  putting  that  refumption  into  the  hands  and 

power  of  the  Company,  to  be  enforced  at  their  difcre- 

tion.     And  with  regard  to  the  other  part  of  the  fpoil 

made  by  order  of  the  faid  Haftings,  and  by  him,  in 

the  Jettcr  aforefaid,  dated  to  be  made  equally  againll 

the  will  of  the  Nabob  •,  namely,  that  which  was  com- 

mitted  on  the  perfonal  and  moveable  property  of  the 

female  parents  of  the  Nabob,  nothing  v/hatfoever  in 

relation  to  the  farne  is  ftipuiated  in  the  faid  pretended 

/reaty. 

XXL 

That  the  faid  Haflings,    in  aflerting  that  he  was 
bound  to  the  a6t3  aforefaid  by  public  duty,  and  even 

by 
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by  national   faith,  in  the  very  inllance  in  which  that 
national  faith  was  by  him  grofsly  violated  ;  and  in  juf- 
tifying  himfelf,  by  aliedging  that  he  was  bound  to  the 
complete  execution,  by  a  refponfibiiity  to  the  company 
which   he  immediately  ferved  ;  and  by  afferting,  that 
thefe  violent  and  rapacious  proceedings,  fubjeftmg  all 
perfons  concerned  in  them  to  obloquy,  would  be  the 
means  of  ilrengthening  the  connection   of  the  Nabob 
with    the    Britifh    United    Company    of    Merchants 
trading  to  the  Ead  Indies  ;  did  difgrace  the  authority 
under  v/hich  he  imn>ediately  aded.     And  that  the  faid 
Haftings,  in  juftifying  his  obligations  to  the  faid  ads 
by  a  refponfibiiity  to  the  King^  namely  to  the  King  of 
Great  Britain,  did  endeavour  to  throw  upon  his  Ma- 
jefty^  his  lawful  fovereign  (whofe  name  and  charader 
he  was  bound  to  refped,  and  to  preferve  in  efhimatioa 
with   all  perfons,  and  particularly  with  the  fovereign 
princes,  the  allies  of  his  Government)  the  difgrace  and 
odium  of  the  aforefaid  ads,  in  which  a  fovereign  prince 
was  by  him  the  faid  Haftings  made  an  inftrument  of 
perfidy,  wrong,    and  outrage,    to   two    mothers    and 
wives  of  fovereign   princes  ;  and  in  which  he  did  ex- 
hibit to  all  Alia  (a  country  remarkable  for  the  utmofi: 
devotion  to  parental   authority)    the    fpedacle  of    a 
Chriftian  Governor  reprefenting  a  Chriftian  Sovereign, 
compelling  a  fon   to  become  the  inftrum.ent  of  fuch 
violence  and  extortion  againft  his  own  mother. 

XXII. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  by  repeated  mef- 
facres  and  injundions,  and  under  menaces  of  '^  a 
dreadful  refponfibiiity,"  did  urge  the  refident  to  a 
completion  of  this  barbarous  ad  -,  and  well  knowing 
that  fuch  an  ad  -  ould  probably  be  rcfifted,  did  order 
him  the  faid  reLcit^nt  to  ufe  the  Bridfh  troops  under 
his  diredion  fjr  diat  purpcfe,  and  did  ofter  the  aflift- 
ance  of  further  forces,  urp-ino;  the  execution  in  the 
following  peremptory  terms  :  "  You  yourfelf  muft  be 
*^  perfonally  prefent  -,  you  muft  not  allow  any  negocia- 
^'  tion  or   forbearance;  but  muft  rrofecute  both  fer- 
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vices,  until  the  Begums  (PrincefTes)  are  at  the  en- 
tire mercy  of  the  Nabob.'* 


XXIII. 

That  in  conformity  to  the  faid  peremptory  orders, 
a  party  of  Britilh  and  other  troops,  with  the  Nabob  in 
the  oflenfible,  and  the  Britifh  refident  in  the  real  com- 
mand, were  drawn  towards  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  in  the 
caftle  of  which  city  the  mother  and  grand-mother  of  the 
Nabob  had  their  refidence ;  and  after  expending  two 
days  in  negociation  (the  particulars  of  which  do  not 
appear)  the  refident  not  receiving  the  fatisfadiion  he 
looked  for,  the  town  was^firit  ftormed,  and  afterwards 
the  caille ;  and  little  or  no  reliflance  being  made,  and 
no  blood  being  fhed  on  either  fide,  the  Britiih  troops 
occupied  all  the  outer  inclofure  of  the  palace  of  one  of 
the  PrincelTes,  and  blocked  up  the  othei3« 

XXIV. 

That  this  violent  aflault  and  forcible  Occupation  of 
their  houfes,  and  the  further  extremities  they  had  to 
apprehend,  did  not  prevail  on  the  female  parents  of  the 
Nabob  to  confent  to  any  fubmiffion,  until  the  refident 
fent  in  unto  them  a  letter  from  the  faid  Warren  Haft- 
ings  (no  copy  of  which  appears)  declaring  himfelf 
i  no  longer  bound  by  the  guaranty,  and  containing 
fuch  other  matter  as  tended  to  remove  all  their  hones, 
which  feemed  to  be  centered  in  Britifh  faith. 

XXV. 

That  the  chief  officers  of  their  houfhold,  who  were 
their  treafurers  and  confidential  agents,  the  eunuchs 
Jewar  Ali  Khan,  and  Behar  Ali  Khan,  perfons  of  great 
eminence,  rank,  and  diltindtion,  who  had  been  in  high 
^ruft  and  favour  with  the  late  Nabob,  were  ignominioufly 
put  into  confinement  under  an  inferior  officer,  in  order  to 
txtort  thedifcovery  of  the  treafuresand  effe6ls  committed 
to  their  care  and  fidelity.  And  the  faid  Middleton  did 
foon  after,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the  12th  of  January  1782, 
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deliver  them  over  for  the  fame  purpofeinto  the  cuflody 
of  Captain  Neal  Stewart,  commanding  the  8th  regi. 
ment,  by  his  order  given  in  the  following  words : 
*^  To  be  kept  in  clofe  and  fecurc  coniinennent,  admit- 
*^  ting  of  no  intercourfe  with  them,  excepting  by  their 
*^  four  menial  fervants,  who  are  authorifed  to  attend 
'^  them  until  further  orders.  You  will  allow  them  to 
*^  have  any  neceflary  and  convenience  which  may  be 
^'  confident  with  a  fhrict  guard  over  them." 

XXVI. 

That  in  confequence  of  thefe  feveritiesf  upon  herfelf, 
and  on  thofe  whom  ihe  mofl:  regarded  and  trufted^ 
the  mother  of  the  faid  Nabob  did  at  length  confent  to 
the  delivering  up  of  her  treafures,  and  the  fame  were 
paid  to  the  Refident,  to  the  amount  of  the  bond  given 
by  the  Nabob  to  the  Company  for  his  balance  of  the 
year  1779-80,  and  the  faid  treafure  "  was  taken  from 
*^  the  mofl  fecret  receffes  in  the  houfes  of  the  twO' 
*^  eunuchs," 

XXVII. 

That  the  Nabob  continuing  flill  under  the  preflure' 
of  a  further  pretended  debt  to  the  Company  for  h'm 
balance  of  the  year  1780-81,  the  Refident  not  fatisfied 
with  the  feizure  of  the  eflates  and  treafures  of  his  pa^^' 
rents  aforefaid,  although  he  the  faid  Refident  did  con- 
fefs  that  the  Princefs  mother  "  had  declared,  with  ap* 
parent  truths  that  Ihe  had  delivered  up  the  whole  of 
the  property  in  her  hands^  excepting  goods,  which, 
from  the  experience  which  he  the  Refident  had  of: 
thtfmall  produce  of  the  fales  of  a  former  payment 
made  by  her  in  that  mode,  he  did  refufe,  and  that, 
in  his  opinion,  it  certainly  would  have  amounted  tc 
little  or  nothing/'  did  proceed  to  extort  anothei 
great  fum  of  money,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fum  ofj 
;^.T  20,000  flerling,  on  account  of  the  lafl  pretendec 
balance  aforefaid.  In  order  therefore  to  compel  th( 
faid  miniflei^s  and  treafurers  either  to  diflrefs  their  prin-j 
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cipals^  by  extorting  whatever  vala able  fubllance  might, 
by  any  poflibility,  remain  concealed,  or  to  furnifh  the 
faid  fum  from  their  own  eftates,  or  from  their  credit 
with  their  friends,  did  order  their  imprifonment  to  be 
aggravated  with  circumftances  of  great  cruelty,  giving 
an  order  to  Lieutenant  Francis  Rutledge,  dated  20th 
^f  January  1782,  in  the  following  words : 

''  Sir, 
"  When  this  note   is  delivered  to  you   by   Hoolas 
'  Roy,  I  have  to  defire,  that  you  order  the  two   pri- 
'  foners  to  be  put  in  irons,  keeping  them  from  all  food^ 
'  ^c.  agreeable  to  my  inflruilions  of  yejierday^ 

(Signed) 

NATHL   MIDDLETON." 

XXVIIL 

That  by  the  faid  unjuft  and  rigorous  proceeding, 
e  faid  Eunuchs  were  compelled  to  give  their  engage- 
ent  for  the  payment  of  ;^.  120,000  fterling  aforefaid, 
)  be  completed  within  the  period  of  one  month :  but 
"ter  they  had  entered  into  the  faid  compulfory  engage- 
lent,  they  were  ftill  kept  in  clofe  imprifonment,  and 
€  mother  and  grand-mother  of  the  Nabob  were  them- 
es held  under  a  flridl  guard ;  although  at  the  fame 
lie,  the  confifcated  eftates  were  adlually  in  the  Com- 
ny's  pofTeffion,  and  found  to  exceed   the  amount  of 
at  they  were  rated  at  in  the  general  lift  of  cpnfif- 
ted  eftates ;  and  although  the  ailiftant  refident  John- 
n  did  confefs  "  that  the  objed:  of  diflrefTing  the  Bhow 
Begum  was  merely  to  obtain  a  ready  money  inflead  of 
a  dilatory  payment,  and  that  this  ready  money  pay- 
ment, if  not  paid,  was  recoverable  in  the  courfe  of  a 
j^  Jfew  months  upon  the  Jaghiers  in  his  polTcflion ;  and 
that  therefore  it  was  not  worth  proceeding  to  any 
extremities  beyond  the  one   defcribed   (namely  the 
confinement  of  the   PrincefTes,  and  the   impri'on- 
meat  and  fettering  of  their  minifters)  upon  fo  re- 
fpedable  a  family/* 

O  2  XXIX. 
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That  after  the  furrender  of  the  treafure,  and  the 
palling  the  bonds  and  obligations  given  as  aforefaid, 
the  relident  having  been  Uridily  ordered  by  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings  not  to  make  any  fettlement  whatfo- 
ever  with  the  faid  women  of  high  rank,  the  Nabob  was 
induced  to  leave  the  city  of  Fyzabad,  without  taking 
leave  of  his  mother,  or  Ihewing  her  any  mark  of  duty 
or  civility.  And  on  the  fame  day  the  refident  left  the 
city  aforefaid;  and  after  his  return  to  Lucknow,  in 
order  to  pacify  the  faid  Haftings,  who  appeared  to 
refent  that  the  Nabob  was  not  urged  to  greater  degrees 
of  rigour  than  thofe  hitherto  ufed  towards  his  mother, 
he  the  faid  refident  did,  in  his  letter  of  the  6th  Febru- 
ary, given  him  an   aflu-ance  in  the  following  words  : 

I  fhall,  as  you  diredt,  ufe  my  influence  to  diffuade 

his  Excellency  from'  concluding  any  fettlement  until  i 

I  have  your  further  commands." 


XXX. 

That  the  payment  of  the  bond  laft  extorted  fronr 
the  eunuchs  was  foon  after  commenced,  and  the 
grand-mother,  as  well  as  the  mother,  were  now  com 
pelled  to  deliver  what  they  declared  was  the  extent  Oj 
the  zvhole  of  both  their  poirefTions,  including  down  t( 
their  table  utenjlls;  which,  as  the  refident  admitted 
^'  they  had   been,  and  were  flill  delivering,  and  tha 

no  proof  had  yet  been  obtained  of  their  havin 


^^  more," 


That  bullion,  jewels,  and  goods,  to   the   amour 
of    five     hundred    thoufand    pounds    and    upward;! 
were  a6lually  received  by  the  refident,  for  the  ufe  cij 
the  Company,  before  the  23d  of  February  1782;  an 
there   remained,  on  the  faid  extorted  bond,  no  morj 
than  about  ^.25^000,  according  to  the  llatement  of  thj] 
eunuchs,  and  not  above  fifty    thoufand  according  t{ 
that  made  by  the  refident* 

XXXI 
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XXXIL 

That  In  this  advanced  ftate  of  the  delivery  of  the  ex- 
torted treafure,  the  minifters  of  women  afcrefaid  of  the 
reigning  family,  did  apply  to  Captain  Leonard  Jaques, 
under  whole  cufbody  they  were  confined,  to  be  inform- 
ed of  the  deficiency  with  which  they  ftood  charged, 
that  they  might  endeavour,  with  the  alliftance  of  their 
friends,  to  provide  for  the  fame,  and  praying  that 
they  might,  through  his  mediation,  be  freed  from  the 
hardihips  they  fuffered  under  their  confinement;  to 
which  application  they  received  an  infolent  anfwer 
from  the  faid  Richard  Johnfon,  dated  February  27th, 
1782,  declaring,  that  part  of  what  he  had  received  in 
payment  was  in  jewels  and  bullion  ;  and  that  more 
than  a  month,  the  time  fixed  for  the  final  payment, 
would  elapfc  before  he  could  difpofe  of  the  fame  ; 
infifting  upon  a  ready  money  payment,  and  afluring 
them,  ^'  that  the  day  on  which  their  agreement  ex- 
pired, he  fhould  be  indifpenfibly  obliged  to  recom- 
mence feverities  upon  them,  until  the  laft  farthing 
*^  was  fully  paid/'  And  in  order  to  add  to  their  terrors 
and  hardihips,  as  well  as  to  find  fome  pretext  for 
the  further  cruel  and  inhuman  a6ls  intended,  an  ap- 
parently groundlefs  and  injurious  charge  was  fuggeiled 
to  the  imprifoned  minifters  aforefaid,  in  the  following 
words  :-— *^  You  may  alfo  mention  to  them,  that  I 
*^  have  reafon  fo  fufpe^f  that  the  commotions  raifed  by 
^^  Bulbudder,  has  not  been  without  xhtlr  fuggejlion  and 
*'  abetment,  which,  if  proved  upoh  them,  in  addition 
*^  to  the  prohable  breach  of  their  agreement,  will  make 
*'  their  fituation  very  defperate.'^ 

XXXIII. 

That  on  the  receipt  of  the  faid  letter,  that  is,  on  the 
2d  of  March,  the  minifter  aforefaid  did  aver,  that  they 
were  not  able  to  obtain  cafh  in  lieu  of  the  jewels  and 
other  cffedls  j  but  that  if  the  goods  were  fold,  and  they 
releafed  from  their  confinement,  and  permitted  (as  they 
have  before  requefted)  to  go  abroad  among  their 
friends^  they  could  foon  make  good  the  deficiency; 

and 


it, 


io6  ARTICLE        W. 

and  they  did  abfolntely  deny  "  that  they  had  any 
*'  hand  in  the  commotions  raifed  by  Bulbudder,  or 
*'  any  kind  of  correfpondence  with  hina  or  his  ad- 
*^  herents/' 

XXXIV. 

That  the  prifoners  aforefaid  did  ihortly  after,  that  is 
to  fay,  on  the  13th  March,  a  third  time  renew  their 
application  to  Nathaniel  Middleton,  Efquire,  the  re- 
lident,  and  did  requefl  that  the  jewels  remaining  in 
his  the  faid  refident's  hands,  towards  the  payment  of 
the  balance  remaining,  ^^  might  be  valued  by  four  or 
'^  five  eminent  merchants,  MuiTelmen  and  Hindus, 
*^  upon  oath,''  and  that  if  any  balance  fhould  afterwards 
appear,  they  would  upon  their  releafe  get  their  friends 
to  advance  the  fame  ;  and  they  did  again  reprefent  the 
hardihip  of  their  imprifonment,  and  pray  for  relief; 
and  did  again  affert,  that  the  imputations  thrown  upon 
them  by  the  faid  Richard  Johnfon  were  falfe  and 
groundlefs ;  "  that  they  had  no  kind  of  intercourfe, 
^^  cither  diredlyor  indiredtly,  with  the  authors  of  the 
*'  commotions  alluded  to,  and  that  they  did  ftakc 
*^  their  lives  upon  the  fmallefl-  proof  thereof  being 
*J  brought." 

XXXV. 

That  inftead  of  their  receiving  any  anfwer  to  any  of 
the  aforefaid  reafonable  propofitions,  concerning  either 
the  account  dated,  or  the  crimes  imputed  to  them,  or 
any  relief  from  the  hardfhips  they  fuffered,  he,  the  refi- 
dent  Middleton,  did,  on  the  i8th  of  the  faid  month, 
give  to  the  officer  who  had  fupplicated  in  favour  of  the 
faid  prifoners,  in  order,  in  which  he  declared  himfelf 
under  the  difagreeable  necelTity  of  recurring  to  fe- 
verities,  to  enforce  the  faid'payment ;  and  that  this 
is  therefore  to  defire  that  you  immediately  caufe 
them  to  he  put  in  irons,  and  keep  them  fo  until  I 
fhall  arrive  at  Fyzabad  to  take  further  meafures  as 
"  may  be  neceflary."  Which  order  being  received  at 
Fyzabad  the  dayafcer  itwas  given,  the  faid  eunuchs  were 

a  fecond 
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a  lecond  time  thrown  into  irons.  And  it  appears  that 
(probably  in  relentment  for  the  humane  reprefentations 
of  the  faid  Captain  Jaques)  the  refident  did  refufe  to 
pay  for  the  fetters,  and  other  contingent  charges  of  the 
imprifonment  of  the  faid  miniflers  of  the  Nabob's 
mother,  when  at  the  fame  time  very  liberal  contingent 
allowances  were  made  to  other  officers ;  and  the  faid 
Jaques  did  ftrongly  remonftrate  againit  the  fame  as 
follows : — *^  You  have  aifo  ordered  me  to  put  the 
^*^  prifoners  in  irons — This  I  have  done :  yet,  as  I  have 
*'  no  bufinefs  to  purchafe  fetters,  or  fupply  them  any 
*'  other  way,  it  is  but  reafonable  that  you  fhould  order 
"  me  to  be  reimburfed.  And  why  Ihould  I  add  any 
^^  thing  more  ?  A  late  commander  at  this  place,  I 
•^  am  told,  draws  near  as  many  thoufands  monthly 
^^  contingencies,  as  my  trifling  letter  for  hundreds. 
*^  However,  if  you  cannot  get  my  bill  paid,  be  fo 
obliging  as  to  return  it  ;  and  give  me  an  opportu- 
nity of  declaring  to  the  world,  that  I  believe  I  am 
the  firfl  officer  in  the  Company's  fervice  who  has 
*^  fuffi^red  in  his  property  by  an  independant  com- 
t'  mand." 

XXXVI. 

That,  in  about  two  months  after  the  faid  prifoners 
had  continued  in  irons  in  the  manner  aforefaid,  the 
officer  on  guard,  in  a  letter  of  the  18th  May,  did  re- 
prefent  to  the  refident  as  follows  : — ^'  The  prifoners^ 
"  Baher  and  Jewar  Ali  Khan,  who  feem  to  be  very 
**  fickly,  have  requefted  their  irons  might  be  taken  ?. 
"  off  for  a  few  days,  that  they  might  take  medicine^ 
*^  and  walk  about  the  garden  of  the  place  where  they 
**  are  confined.  Now,  as  I  am  fure  tbey  will  he  equally 
^^  fecure  without  their  irons  as  with  them,  I  think  it  my 
*'  duty  to  inform  you  of  this  requeii:  :  I  defire  to  know 
*'  your  pleafure  concerning  it."  To  which  letter  the 
faid  officer  did  receive  a  dired:  refufal,  dated  22d 
May  ^782,  in  the  following  words  r — "  I  am  forry  it 
*'  is  not  in  my  power  to  comply  with  your  propofal  of 
.^'  eafing  the  prifoners  for  a  fev/  days  of  their  fetters, 

''  Much 
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*^  Much  as  my  humacity  may  be  touched  by  their  fuf- 
*^  ferings,  I  ihould  think  it  inexpedient  to  afford  them 
*^  any  alleviation,  while  they  perfift  in  a  breach  of 
"  their  contraft  with  me  :  and  indeed,  no  indulgence 
**  can  be  fhewn  them  without  the  authority  of  the  Na- 
•^  bob,  who,  inftead  of  confenting  to  moderate  the 
*'  the  rigours  of  their  fituation,  would  be  moft  willing 
'^  to  multiply  them."  Endeavouring  to  join  the  Na- 
bob, whom  he  well  knew  to  be  relu(ftant  in  the  whole 
proceeding,  as  a  party  in  the  cruelties,  by  which, 
through  the  medium  of  her  fervants,  it  was  intended 
£0  coerce  his  mother. 

XXXVIL 

That  the  faid  refident,  in  a  few  days  after,  that  is  to 
fay,  on  the  ill  June  1782,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin, 
in  command  at  Fyzabad,  did  order  the  account,  as  by 
himfelf  dated,  to  be  read  to  the  prifoners;  and,  with- 
out taking  any  notice  of  their  propofal  concerning  the 
valuation  of  the  effe^s,  or  their  denial  of  the  offences 
imputed  to  them,  to  demand  a  pofitive  anfwer  relative 
to  the  payment;  and  ''upon  receiving  from  them  a 
*'  negative  or  unfatisfadlory  reply,  to  inform  them  that 
*'  all  further  ncgociation  being  at  an  end,  they  muil 
*'  prepare  for  their  removal  to  Lucknow,  where  they 
"  would  be  called  upon  to  anfwer,  not  only  their  re- 
*'  cent  breach  of  faith  and  folemn  engagement,  but 
"  alfo  to  atone  for  other  heavy  offences  ;  the  punidi- 
"  ment  of  which,  as  had  frequently  been  iignified  to 
*^  them,  it  was  in  their  power  to  have  mitigated,  by 
*'  a  proper  acquittal  of  themfelves  in  this  tranfadlion." 
By  which  inlinuations,  concerning  the  pretended  of- 
fences of  the  faid  unhappy  perfons,  and  the  manner  by 
which  they  were  to  atone  for  the  fame,  and  by  their 
never  having  be^n  fpecifically  and  diredtly  made,  it 
doth  appear,  that  the  faid  crimes  and  offences  were 
charged  fot  the  purpofe  of  extorting  money,  and  not 
upon  principles  or  for  the  ends  of  juftice." 

XXXVIII. 


ARTICLE      IV.  109 

XXXVIII. 

That  after  r:)nie  ineffeflual  negoclations  to  make  the 
prlfoners  pay  the  money^  which  ic  does  not  appear  to 
h.ive  been  in  iheir  power  to  pay,  they  were  ap^ain 
threatened  bv  the  refident,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Gilpin, 
dated  the  9th  June  1782,  in  the  following  terms- — - 
"  I  wlfh  you  to  explain  once  more  to  rhe  .r  Toners,  ne 
''  imprudence  and  folly  of  the  r  c  uviucl,  in  forTir.r 
*'  me  to  a  meafure  which  mult  be  arcen  ^ed  v.:.',  :.  :f_ 
"  feqilences  lo  very  ferious  to  the;:;      nd'th-  :i 

*'  once  they  are  removed  to  LMck.io  ....     ,.:  -^- 

*'  in  my  power  to  fliew  them  mercy,  o-       .  .  :  :.  .  .   -    .ri 
''  them  and  the  vengeance  o^  Che  Nabo:.  :    ::. 

^'  to  reflect  feriouQy  upo-n   the  iinh  .-p  a 

^:^  which  they  will  be  involved  in  one  cak  .  - 

'*'  lief  it   will  be  in  my  power  to  procure   ::..:,  .;, 
*'  other  i  and  let  l^hem  make  their  option.' 

XXXIX. 

That  he,  the   faid   refident,  did    al fo,  a       ..     '■;.::.& 
time,  receive  a  letter  from  the  Princefs  mor:  ;:      vhich. 
letter  does  not  appear,  but  to  which  only  th.:  :oiluwin^'\ 
infoient  return  was  made;  that  is  to  fay,  '*  x  he, letter 
''  from  the  Bhow  Begum  is  no  ways  farisf -'^fCvr'^   -r'x!' 
*^  I  cannot  think  of  returning  an  anfwer  to  ...  vd 

*^  all  correfpondence  between  the  Be^um  a,:.  :,s 

"  long  been  (topped;  and  I  requed  ,  on  wil:  .:! 

*'  to  inform  her,  that  I  by  no  n^ieans  with  i 
^'  or  to  mamtain  any  friendly  intercourle  wu    Lt: 
*'  till  file  has  made  good  my  claim  upon  her  f^.:: 
*'  balance  due.'' 

That  in  confequence  of  tnefe  threats,  andito  pr . 
a  feparation  of  the   miniiiers   from   chc    rniftr 
feveral  plans  for  the  payment  of  rhe  bai. 
ed,  both  by  the   mother  of  the  Naboc 
foncrs,  t©  wh'ch   no  other  obje6l:on  apL-,,  ^ 
been  m^ade,  than  the  length  of  rime  rla-aif ed  b 
parties  to  difcharge  the  comparati^/tly  11^;.;;  -^inalr- 

P 


'"'■••J. 


ARTICLE      IV. 

of  the  extorted  bond;  the  officer  on  command  declar- 
ing, that,  con-formabk  to  his  inilrudlionSj,  he  eould 
not  receive  the  fame, 

XLI. 

That  the  prlfoners  were  adlualiy  removed  trom  the 
citv  of  their  refidence  to  the  city  of  Lucknow,  where) 
they  arrived  on  ihe  24^1  of  June  1782,  and  were,  on  the' 
next  day,  threatened  with  feverities,  "  to  make  tben> 
*'  difcover  where  the  balance  might  be  procurable." 
And  on  the  2  8ch,  it  fliould  feem,  that  the  feverities, 
for  the  purpofe  aforefaid,  were  inflidted,  at  leail  upon 
one  of  them;  for  the  affiftant  refident,  Johnfon,  did, 
on  that  day,  write  to  Captain  Waugh,  the  officer  comi- 
manding  the  guird,  the  letter  following,  full  of  dif- 
grace  to  the  honour^  juflice,  and  humanity  of  the 
Britifh  nation, 

"  Sir, 

^'  The  Nabob  having  determined  to  bifli^  corporal 
**  punijhtnent  upon  the  prifoners  under  vour  guard,  this 
^*  is  to  defire,  that  his  officers,  when  they  lliall  come,, 
may  have  free  accefs  to  the  prifoners,  and  he  permit- 
ed  to  do  with  them  as  they  jJj  all  fee  proper^  only  taking^ 
care,  that  they  leave  them  always  under  your 
*^  charge." 

XLIL 

That  the  faid  Richard  Johnfon  did,  further  to  terr^ify 
the  prifoners,  and  to  extort  by  all  ways  the  remainder 
of  the  faid  unjuft,  opprefTive,  and  rapacious  demand, 
threaten  to  remove  them  out  ©f  the  Nabob's  dominions 
into  the  caftle  of  Churnagur,  in  order  for  ever  to  fepa- 
rate  them  from  their  principals,  and  deprive  both  of 
their  reciprocal  protection  and  fervices,  and  did  order 
a  further  guard  to  be  kept  on  the  palace  of  the  grand- 
mo:hcr  of  the  Nabob,  an  allv  of  the  company,  and  to 
prevent  the  entrance  of  the  the  provifions  to  her  (which 
order  relative  to  the  guard  only  was  executed)  and  did 
ufe  fundry  unworthy  and  infuking  menaces,  both  with 
regard  tg  herfelf  and  to  her  principal  miniflers. 

XLIIL 
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XLIII. 

'  That  a  propofal  was  foon  after  made  by  the  faid 
Princefs  an.d  her  daughter-in-law,  praying  that  their 
minifters  aforefaid  fhould  be  returned  to  Fyzabad,  and 
offering  to  raife  a  fum  of  money  on  that  CQjididon; 
as  alio  that  they  would  remove  from  one  of  their 
palaces,  wbilfl  the  Engliih  were  to  be  permitted  to 
fearch  the  other.  But  the  aiTiftant  refident  Johnfon  did, 
inftead  of  a  compliance  with  the  former  of  thefe  pro- 
pofitions,  fend  the  following  orders,  dated  23d  July 
I  1782,  to  the  officer  ccmmanding  the  guard  on  the 
miniilers   aforefaid :    "  Some  violent  demands  having 

*  been  made  for  the  releafe  of  the  prifoners,  it  is  necef- 
^  fary  that  every  poffible  precaution  betaken  for  their 
^  fecurity;  you  will  therefore  be  pleafed  to  be  very 
'  ftridl  in  guarding  them;  and  I  herewith  (end  another 
^  pair  of  fetters  to  he  added  to  thofe  nozv  iipon  the  pri- 
'  foners.''     And  in  anfwer  to  the  fecond  propofition, 

)  :he  faid  refident  did  reply  in  the  following  terms : 
'  The  propofal  of  evacuating  one  palace,  that  it  may 
'  be  fearched,  and  then  evacuating  the  next,  upon  the 
•*  fame  principle,  is  apparently  fair :  but  it  is  well 
''  known  in  the  firft  place,  that  fuch  bricked  up,  or 

*  otherwife  hidden  treafure,  is  noc  to  be  hit  upon  in  a 
''  day,  without  a  guide.  I  have  therefore  informed  the 
•'  Nabob  of  this  propofal,  and  if  the  matter  is  to  be 

*  reduced  to  a  fearch,  he  will  go  himfelf  with  fuch 
I"  people  as  he  may  polTefs,  for  information,  together 

'*  with  the  prifoners ;  and  when  in  poffrffion  of  the 
"  ground,  by  punifhing  the  prifoners^  or  by  fuch  ot^er 
^  means  as  he  may  find  V'.ofl  effectual  lo  forward  a  luccefs- 
'^  ful  fearch  upon  the  fpot,  he  will  avail, himfelf  of  the 
^'  propofal  made  by  the  Bhow  Begum.'V 

xuv. 

That,  probably  from  the  Nabob's  known  and  avowed 
leluftance  to  lend  himfelf  to  the  perpetratioii  of  tUe 
oppreffive  and  iniquitous  proceedings  of  the  reprefen- 
tative  of  the  Britifh  government,  the  fcandalous  plan 
aforefaid  was  not  carried  into  execution;  And   all  the 

P  a  rigours 
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rigours  praflifed  upon  the  chief  miniilers  of  the  ladles 
aforefaid  at  Lucknow^  being  found  inefFed:ual,  and  the 
Princefs  mother  having  declared  herfelf  ready  to  deliver 
up  every  thing  valuable  in  her  poffeilion,  which  Baher 
Ally  Khan,  one  of  her  coBfidential  minifters  atbrefaid, 
only  could  come  at,  the  fa  id  change  of  prifon  v^^as  agreed 
to: — but  not  until  the  Nabob's  mother  aforefaid,  had 
engaged  to  pay,  for  the  faid  change  of  prifon/  a  fuoi 
of  ten  thoufand  pounds  (one  half  of  which  was  paid 
on  the  return  of  the  Eunuchs)  and  that  ^*  (lie  vvqu14 
ranfack  the  Zenana  (women's  apartments)  "  for  Kin- 
*-'  cobs,  muOins,  cloaths,  &c.  &c.  &c.  and  that  fne 
^'  would  even  allow  a  dedudlion  from  the  annual  al- 
*^  lowance^  made  to  her  for  her  fubfiftence  in  lieu 
*'  of  her  jaehire*'- 

XLV. 

That  foon  after  the  return  of  the  aforefaid  miniders 
to  the  place  of  their  imprifonment  at  Fyzabad,  bonds 
for  the  five  thoufand  pounds  aforefaid,  and  good^, 
cilimated,  according  to  the  valuation  of  a  merchant 
appointed  to  value  the  fame,  at  the  fum  of  forty  thour 
fand  pounds,  even  allowing  them  to  fell  greatly  under 
their  value,  were  delivered  to  the  commanding  ofiicer 
at  Fyzabad;  and  the.  faid  commanding  officer 
did  promife  to  the  Begum  to  vifit  Lucknow  with  luch 
propofals  as  he  hoped  would  fecure  t\'^t  fmall  balance  Qt 
Sfteen  thoufand  pounds  remaining  of  the  unjuft  exac- 
tion aforefaid.  But  the  faid  reiident  Middleton  did,  in 
his  letter  of  the  jyth  of  the  faid  month,  pofitively  re- 
fufe  to  liften  to  any  tenT)s,'i>efoT^  the  final  difcharge  of 
the  whole  of  the  demand;  an'd  did  pofitively  forbid 
the  commanding  officer  to  come  to  Luckn  jw  to  make 
the  propofal  aforefaid,  in  the  terms  follov/ing;  "  As  it 
^'  is  not  poflible  to  liften  to  any  terms  from  ihe  Begums, 
^'  before  the  final  difcharge  of  their  conditional  agree- 
^^  ment  for  fifty-five  lacks,  your  coming  here  upon 
''  fuch  an  agency  can  oxA^  be  lojs  of  time  in  completing 
"  the  recovery  of  the  balance  of  6,55,000.;  for  which 
'^  your  regiment  was  lent  to  Fyzabad.  I  muft  there- 
*^  fore  deiire  you  will  leave  np  efforts^  gentle' cr  harjh^ 
f^  unatcemptedj,  to  complete   this,  before  you   move 

*'  from 
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^'  from  Fyzabad ;  and  I  am  very   anxiou.    ■■nnt  this 

^«  {hould  be  as  foon  as  pofiiblcj   as  I VJ ant  to  employ  y cur 

■"  regiment  upon  ptber  emergent  fervice,  now  fuffering  hy 

^'  every  delayJ^ 

XLVL 

That  the  goods  aforefaid  were  fcnt  to  Lucknowi 
and  difpoled  of  in  a  manner  unknown  ;  and  the  harfh 
and  opprefTive  meafnres  aforefaid  being  flill  continued, 
the  Bigum  did,  about  the  middle   of  O6lober    1782, 
(caufe  to  be  rcprefented  to  the  faid  Middleron  as  fol- 
lows :    *'  That  her  fituation  was  truly  pitiable ;   her 
^^  eftate  fequeflered  •,  her  treafury  ranfacked;  her  Co- 
"  jahs  prifonersj  and  her  fervants  deferting  daily  from 
'^  want  of  fubfiftence.     That  Ihe  had  folicited  the  loan 
'*^  of  money,  to  fatisfy  the  demands  of  the  connpany^ 
^^  from  every  perfon  that  fhc  imagined  would  or  could 
'^  affiit  her  with  any-,  but  that  the  opulent   would  not 
^^  liften  to  her  adverfity. — She  had   hoped  that    the 
^^  wardrobe  fent  to  Lucknow  might  have  fold  for  at 
leaft  one  half  of  the  companv's  demands  on  her;  but 
even  jewellery  and  goods,  Ihe  finas  rrom  woeful  ex- 
perience, lofe  their  value  the  moment  it  is  known 
they  come  from  her.     That  flie  had  now  folicited  the 
loan  of  caih  from  Almas  Ally  Cawn,  and  if  (he  failed 
in  that  application,  Ihe  had  no  hopes  of  ever  borrow- 
**  ing  a  fum  equal  to  the  demand/' — Ah  hope  not  like- 
ly to  be  realized,  as  the  faid  Almas   Ali  was  then  en- 
giged  for  a  fum  of  money  to  be  raifed  for  the  com- 
pany's ufe  on  the   fecurity  of  their  confifcated  lands; 
the  reftoration  of  which  could  forra  the  only  apparent 
j     fccuricy  for  a  loan. 

XLVII. 

That  this  remonftrance  produced  no  effed  on  the 
mind  of  the  aforefaid  refident;  who  being  about  this 
time  removed  from  his  refidency,  did,  in  a  letter  to  his 
fucceffor  Mr,  Briftow,  dated  23d  Odober  1782,  in  ef- 
fed  recommend  a  perfeverance  in  the  cruel  and  oppref- 
I  ^fivereftraints  aforefaid,  as  a  certain  means  of  recovering 
^  the 
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the  remainder  of  the  extorted  bond;  and  that  the  lands 
with  which  the  PrinceiTes  aforefaid  had  been  endowed, 
fhould  not  be  rcHored  to  them. 

XLVIIL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  was  duly  apprized  of 
all  the  material  circumftances  in  the  unjuft  proceedings 
aforefaid;  but  did  nothing  to  flop  me  courfe  they  were 
in,  or  to  prevent,  relieve,  or  mitigate  the  fufFerings  of 
the  parties  affected  by  them-,  on  the  contrary,  he  did, 
in  his  letter  of  the  25th  of  January  1782,  to  the  refident 
Middleton,  declare  that  the  Nabob  having  confented 
to  the'^  rcfumption  of  the  Jaghires  htrld  by  the  Begums, 
"  and  to  the  confifcaMon  of  their  treafures,  and  thereby 
^'  involved  my  own  name  and  the  credit  of  the  cqmr 
*^^  pany  in  a  participation  ©f  both  meafurcs,  I  have  a 
*'  right  to  require  and  hfifi  on  the  complete  execution  of 
*'  them-,  andl  look  to  you  for  their  execution,  declaring, 
^f  that  I  (hall  hold  you  accountable  for  it."  And  it 
appears,  that  he  did  write  to  the  Nabob  a  letter  in  the 
fame  peremptory  manner^  but  the  faid  letter  has  been 
fupprcffed. 

XLIX, 

That  he  the  faid  Haftings  further  did  manifeft  the 
concern  he  touk  in,  and  the  encouragement  which  he 
gave  to  the  proceedings  aforefaid,  by  conferring  ho- 
nours, and  di{lind:ions  upon  the  minifters  of  the  Nabob, 
whom  he,  the  Nabob,  did  confider  as  having  in  the  faid 
proceedings  difo.beyed  him  and  betrayed  him,  and  as 
infiruments  in  the  difhonour  of  his  family,  and  the^ 
ufurpation  of  h'S  authority. — That  the  faid  minifters 
did  make  addreffes  to  the  faid  Haftings  for  that  purpofe 
(which  addreiTcs  the  faid  Haftings  had  fuppreilecj) ;  and 
the  refident  Middleron  did,  with  his  letter  of  the  nth 
of  February  1782,  tranfmit  the  fame;  and  did,  in  the 
faid  letter,  accjuaint  the  faid  Haftings,  "  that  the  mi-, 
*'  nifters  of  the  Nabod  had  incurred  much  odium  on 
-f^  account  of  their  participation  in  his  meafures,  and 

^•^  that 
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^^  that  they  were  not  only  confidered  by  the  party  of 
^^  the  'Jifpofled  Jaghiredars._,  and  the  mother  and  uncle 
*^  of  t\\z  Nabob,  but  by  the  Nabob  bimjelf^  as  the  depen- 
*'  de'nts  of  the  ErigJifi  government,  zvhicb  thej  certainly  are ; 
*'  and  it  is  by  its  declared  and  moft  obvious  fuppert  alom 
*^  that  thev  can  maintain  the  authority  and  ir^uence 
^^  which  IS  indilpenfibl;;  necelTary."  And  the  faid  Mid- 
dleton  did  therefore  reco.mmenci,  *^  that  they  Ihouid  be 
^^  honoured  with  fome  teftimony  af  his  (the  faid  Haft- 
'^  ings's)  app'-obation  and  favour.'*  And  he  the  faid 
Warren  Haihngs  did  fend  kedauts  or  robes  of  honour 
(the  moft  public  and  diflinguifned  mode  of  acknow- 
ledging merit  known  in  India)  to  the  faid  minifters  in 
teftimony  of  his  approbation  of  their  late  fervices. 

L. 

That  the  faid  Haftirigs  did  not  only  give  the  afore^ 
faid  public  encouragement  to  the  miniilers  of  the  Na- 
bob to  betray  and  infult  their  mader  and  his  family,  in 
the  manner  uforefaid,  but  when  the  faid  Nabob  did 
write  feveral  letters  to  him,  the  faid  Hafli-ngs,  expreffive 
of  his  diflike  of  being  ufed  as  an  inftrument  in  the  dif- 
honourable  a6bs  aforefaid,  and  refuiingto  be  further  con- 
cerned therein,  he,  the  faid  Warren  Hafiings,  did  not 
only  fupprefsand  hide  the  faid  letters  from  the  view  of 
the  Court  of  Dirediorsv.  but  in  his  inftrudlions  to  the 
refident  Eriilow,  did  attribute  them  to  HyderBeg  Khan^ 
minifter  to  the  Nabob  (whom  in  other  refpects  he  did 
before  and  ever  fince  fupport  againfl  his  mafber)  and 
did  exprefs  himfclf  with  great  fcorn  andcontempt  of  the 
fa'd  Nabob,  and  with  much  afperity  againft  the  faid - 
minifters ;  affirming,  in  proud  and  ir.folent  terms,  that 
he  had,  '^  by  an  abufe  of  his  iBfluence  over  the  Nabob, 
**  he,  the  Nabob  himielf,  being  {ashe  ever  7niifi  be  in  the 
*'  hands  of  fome  perfon)  a  mere  cypher  in  his,  (the  faid  mi^ 
\  *'  niftefs)  dared  to  make  him  (the  N^bob).  affume  a  very 
*^  unbecoming  tone  of  retufal,  reproach,  and  refentmen>t, 
*^  in  oppofition  to  meafiires  reccmmended  by  M  E,  and 
*'  even  to  a^s  done  by  Mr  authority,''  the  faid  Haftings^ 
in  the  inftrudtion  aforefaid,  particularizing  the  refump- 
tion  of  the  Jaghires,  and  the  confifcacion  of  the  trea- 
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fures  that  had  been  fo  long  fuffered  to  remain  in  thd 
hands  of  his  (the  Nabob's)  mother.  But  the  letters 
of  the  Nabob,  which  in  the  faid  inftruclions  he  refers 
to,  as  containing  an  oppolition  to  the  meafurcs  recom- 
mended b}^  him,  and  which  he  afferts  was  conveyed  in  a 
very  unbecoming  tone  of  refufal,  reproach,  and  refent- 
mcnr,  he  the  faid  Haflings  hath  crmiinaily  vyithheld  from 
the  company,  contrary  to  their  orders,  and  to  hisdyty; 
and  the  more,  as  the  faid  letters  muft  tend  to  iliew  in 
what  manner  the  faid  Nabob  did  feel  the  indignities 
offered  to  his  mother,  and  the  manner  in  which  the' 
faid  minifters,  notwithftanding  their  known  dependence 
on  the  Engliili  government,  did  exprefs  their  fenfe  of 
the  part  which  their  fovereign  was  compelled  to  a6l  in 
the  faid  difgraceful  meafures.  And  in  further  inftruc- 
tions  to  him  the  faid  new  refident,  he  did  declare  his 
approbation  of  the  evil  ads  aforefaid,  as  well  as  his  re- 
folution  of  compelling  the  Nabob  to  thofe  rigorous  pro- 
ceedings againft  his  parent,  from  which  he  had  long 
Ihev/n  himfcif  fo  very  averfe,  in  the  following  words^; 
"  The  fcverities  which  have  been  increafed  towards  the 
>'  Begums  were  mod  juflly  merited,  by  the  advantage 
*^  which  they  took  of  the  troubles  in  which  I  was  per-^ 
"  fonally  involved  laft  year,  to  create  a  rebellion  in  the 
*'  Nabob's  government,  and  to  complete  the  ruin  which 
*^  they  thought  v/as  impending  on  ours/'  '^  If  it  is 
*'  the  Nabob's  defire  to  forget  and  to  forgive  their  pait 
offences,  1  have  no  objed:ion  to  his  allowing  them, 
in  penfion,  the  nominal  amount  of  their  Jaghires, 
but  if  he  fhall  ever  off'er  to  reilore  their  Jaghires 
to  them,  or  to  give  them  an'\^  property  in 
land,  after  the  warning  which  they  have  given  him 
by  the  dangerous  abufe  which  they  formerly  made 
of  his  indulgence,  you  muil  remonflrate  in  the 
flrongeft  terms  agalnft  it;  yon  mujl  not  permit  ftich  an 
event  to  take  place ^  until  this  government  Ihall  have 
received  information  of  it,  and  fhall  have  had  time 
to  interpofe  its  influence  for  the  preventioA  of  it." 
And  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  who  did,  in  the  manner 
aforefaid,  pofitively  refufe  to  admit  the  Nabob  to  re- 
flore  to  his  mother  and  grandmother  any  part  of  their 
knded  eftatcs  for  their  maintenance,  did  well  know  that 

the 
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the  revenues  of  the  faid  Nabob  were  at  that  time  fo  far 
af)pHed  to  the  demands  of  the  company  (by  him  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings,  aggravated  beyond  the  whole  of 
what  they  did  produce)  or  were  otherwile  fo  far  applied 
to  the  purpofes  of  feveral  of  the  fervants  of  the  com- 
pany and  others,- the  dependants  of  h!m  the  faid  Haft- 
ings, that  none  of  the  penfions  or  allowances  afligned 
by  the  faid  Nabob,  in  ]ieu  of  the  eftates  confifcared, 
were  paid,  or  were  likely  to  be  dixharged  with  that 
pund:uality  which  was  neceffary  even  to  the  fcanty  fub- 
fiftence  of  the  perfons,  to  which  they  were  in  name  and 
appearance  applied.     For, 

LI. 

That  fo  early  as  the  6th  of  March  1782,  Captain  Leo- 
nard Jaques,  who  commanded  the  forces  on  duty  for 
the  purp^fe  of  diftreffing  the  fcvcral  women  in  the  pa- 
laces at  Fyzabad,  did  complain  to  the  reiident,  Richard 
Johnfon,  in  the  following  words:  "The  women  be- 
*•  longing  to  the  Khord  Mohul  (or  lefTer  palace)  com- 
plain of  their  being  in  want  of  every  neceflary  of  life, 
and  are  at  laft  driven  to  that  dcfperation,  that  they 
at  night  get  on  the  top  of  the  Zenanah,,  make.a  great 
diilurbance,  and  laft  night  not  only  alarmed  the  cen- 
tinels  pofted  in  the  garden,  but  threw  dirt  at  them; 
*^  they  theaten  to  throw  themfelves  from  the  walls  of 
^^  the  Zenanah,  and  alfo  to  break  out  of  it.  Humani- 
ty obliges  me  to  acquaint  you  of  this  matter,  and  to 
requeft-  to  know  if  you  have  any  diredlions  to  give  me 
concerning  it.  I  alfo  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  I  fent 
for  Letaht  Ally  Khan,  the  cojah,  who  has  the  charge 
of  them,  and  who  informs  me  it  is  well  grounded, 
that  they  have  fold  every  thing  they  had^  even  to  the 
"  cloaths  from  their  backs^  and  now  have  no  means  of  fub- 
'' ffting:' 

LIL 

That  the  diftreflls  of  the  faid  women  grew  fo  urgent 
on  the  night  of  the  faid  6th  of  March,  the  day  when  the 

Q^  letter 


cc 
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letter  above  recited  was  written,  that  Captain  Leonard 
Jaques  aforefaid  did  ihink  it  neceijary  to  write  again, 
on  the  day  following,  to  the  Britilh  refident,  in  the  fol- 
lowing x^ords:  "  1  beg  leave  to  addrefs  you  again  con- 
cerning the  women  in  the  Khord  Mohul,  (the  lefTer 
palace.)     Their  behaviour  laft  night  was  fo  furious^ 
that  there  feemed  the  greateft  probability  of  their 
*^  proceeding  to  the  uttc^rmoftextremities,  and  that  they 
**  would  either  threw  (hem/elves  from  the  walls^  or  force 
*'  open  the  doors  of  the  Zenanah,     I  have  made  every  en- 
**  quiry  concerning  the  caufe  of  their  complaints,  and 
*^  find  from  Lattafit  Ally  Khan,  that  they  are  in  2iflarv^ 
ing  condition,  having  fold  all  their  deaths  and  neceffarieSf 
and  now  have  not  whertwithal  to  fupport  nature  \  and 
as  my  inilrudlions  are  quite  filent  on   this  head,   I 
fhould  be  glad  to  know  how  to  proceed  in  cafe  they 
^^  were  to  force  the  doors  of  the  Zenanah,  as  I  fufpedl: 
*^  it  will  happen,  fhould  no  fubfiftence  be  very  quickly 
*'  fent  to  them." 

LIIL 

That  in  conftquence  of  thefe  reprefentations,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  faid  refident,  Richard  Johnfon,  did  pro- 
mife  that  an  application  Ihould  be  made  to  certain  of 
the  fervants  of  the  Nabob  Vizier,  to  provide  for  tkeir 
fubfjflenceo 

LIV. 

That  Captain  Jaques  being  relieved  from  the  duty 
of  imprifonmg  the  women  of  Suja  ul  Dowla,  the  late 
fovereign  of  Oude,  an  ally  of  the  company,  who  dwelt 
in  the  faid  lefTer  palace,  and  Major  Gilpin  being  ap- 
pointed to  lucceed,  the  fame  malicious  defign  of  de- 
llroying  the  faid  women,  or  thefame  fcandalousnegle6l 
of  their  prefervation  and  fubfiftence,  did  flill  continue; 
and  Major  Gilpin  found  it  necefTary  to  apply  to  the 
new  refident  Briflow,  in  a  letter  of  the  30th  of  0(^tober 
1782,  as  follows: 

''  Sir,  laft  night  about  8  o'clock  the  women  in  the 

"Khord 
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"  Khord  Mohul  [lefler  palace]  or  Zenanah,  [woinen'5 
apartment]  under  the  charge  of  Latafuc  Ally  Khan, 
alTerobkd  on  the  tops  of  the  buildings,  crying  in  a 
mofi  lamentable  manner  for  food^  that  for  the  loft  four 

*'  days  they  had  got  hut  a  very  fcanty  allowance y  and  that 

"  yefterday  th^y  had  got  none. 


The  melancholy  cries  of  famine  are  more  eafdy  imagin- 
ed then  defcribed'i  and  from  their  reprefentation,  I 
*'  fear  the  Nabob's  agents  for  that  bufinefs  are  very  in- 
"  attentive i  I  therefore  think  it  requifice  to  make  you 
"  acquainted  with  the  circumftance,  that  his  excellency 
"  the  Nabob  may  caufe  his  agents  to  be  more  circum- 
"  fpeft  in  their  conduct  towards  thefe  poor  unhappy 
"  women." 

LV. 

That,  although  the  Refident  Briflow  did  not  then 
think  himfelf  authorized  to  remove  the  guard,  he  did 
apply  to  the  minifter  of  the  Nabob,  who  did  promifc 
fome  relief  to  the  women  of  the  late  Nabob,  confined 
in  the  Lefler  Palace ;  but  apprehending,  with  reafon, 
that  the  Minifter  aforefaid  might  not  be  more  ready  or 
ad:ive  in  making  the  nccefiary  provifion  for  them  than 
on  former  occafions,  he  did  render  himfelf  perfonally 
refponiible  to  Major  Gilpin  for  the  repayment  of  any 
fum  equal  to  one  thoufand  pounds  llerling,,  which  he 
might  procure  for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  fufferers. 
But  whatever  relief  was  given  (the  amount  thereof  not 
appearing)  the  fame  was  foon  exhaufted  i  and  the 
number  of  perfons  to  be  maintained  in  the  (aid  I^efler 
Palace  being  eight  hundred  women,  the  women  of  the 
late  fovereign,  Sujah  ul  Dowla,  and  feveral  o£  tte 
younger  children  of  the  faid  fovereign  prince^  befidea 
thtir  attendants,  Major  Gilpin  was  obliged,  on,  thcj 
fifteenth  of  November  following,  again  to  addrefs  thC; 
Refident  by  a  reprefentation,  of  this  tenor  :  "  Sir,^ 
'*  the  repeated  cries  of  the  women  in  the  Khord  Mo- 
*'  hul  Zenanah  for  fubfiftence  has  been  truly  me- 
•'  lancholy. 

Q  2  /«  !*% 
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"  ^hcy  beg  pioji  pile oijly  for  Iherty^  that  they  may  .earn 
*^  their  daily  Ivead  by  laborious  fervituie^  or  to  be  relieved 
^*  from  their  miftiy  by  immediate  death,** 

^'  In  confequence  of  their  unhappy  fituation,  I  have 
*^  this  day  taken  the  liberty  of  drawing  on  you  in 
^^  favour  of  Ramnarian,  at  ten  days  fight,  for  twenty 
*^  fon  kerah  rupees,  ten  thoufand  of  which  I  have 
'^  paid  to  Cojah  Latafut  Ally  Cawn,  under  whofe 
*^  charge  that  Zenanah  is." 

LVl, 

That,    notwithftanding    all    the    promifes    and  re- 
iterated engagements  of  the  Minifter  Hydcr  Beg  Khan,, 
the  ladies  of  the  Palace  aforeiaid  fell  again   into  ex- 
treme diilrefs ;  and  the  Reiident  did  again  complain 
to  the  faid  Miniftcr,  who  was  confidercd   to  be,  and 
really  and  fubftantially  was,  the  Minifter  of  the  Got 
vernor  General  Warren  Haflings  aforefaid,  and  not  of 
the  Kabob  (the  faid  Nabob  being,  according  to  the' 
faid  Haflings^s  own  account,  "  a  cypher  in  his  [the. 
?^  faid  Miniiler's]  hands)"  that  the  funds  allowed  for 
their  fubliftence,  were    not  applied  to  their  fupport. 
But  notwithftanding  all  thefe  repeated  complaints  and 
remonftrances,  and   the   conflant  promife  of  amend- 
ment on  the  part  of  his,  the  faid  Haftings's  Miniller, 
the  fupply  was  not  more  plentiful  or  more  regular 
than  before. 

LVII. 

That  the  faid  Refident  Briftow,  finding  by  expe- 
rience the  inefficacy  of  the  courfes  which  had  been 
purfued  with  regard  to  the  miOther  and  grandmother  of 
the  reigning  Prince  of  Oude;  and,  having  received  a 
report  from  Major  Gilpin,  informing  him,  that  all 
uhich  could  be  done  by  force,-  had  been  done;  and 
that  the  only  hope  which  remained,  for  realizing  the 
rt^mainder  of  the  money  unjuftly  exa^fted  as  aforefaid, 
lay  in  mere  lenient  methods  j  he,  the  faid  Refiderit,' 

''  did. 
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did,  of  his  own  authority,  order  the  removal  of  the 
guard  from  the  palaces,  the  troops  being  long  and 
much  wanted  for  the  defence  of  the  frontier,  and 
other  material  fervices  -,  and  did  releafe  the  faid  Mi-r 
niflers  of  the  faid  women  of  rank,  who  had  been  con- 
fined and  put  in  irons,  and  varioufly  diftreffed  and 
perfecuted,  as  aforerecited,  for  near  twelve  montlis. 

LVIII. 

That  the  manner  in  which  the  faid  inhuman  adls  of 
rapacity  and  violence  were  felt,  both  by  the  women 
of  high  rank  concerned,  and  by  all  the  people, 
ftrongly  appears  in  the  joy  exprefled  on  their  releafe, 
which  took  place  on  the  5th  of  December  1782;  and 
is  Hated,  in  two  letters  of  that  date  from  Major  Gilpin 
to  the  Refidenir,  in  the  words  following  : 

"  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
*^  of  the  id  inftant,  and  in  confeqiience  immediately 
^'  enlarged  the  prifoners  Behar  Ally  Khan  and  Jewar 
*^  Ally  Khan,  from  their  confinement  -,  a  circumltance 
*^  that  gave  the  Begums,  and  the  city  of  Fyzabad  in 
*-'  general^  the  greateft  fatisfadion. 

"  In  trears  of  joy  Behar  and  Jewar  Ally  Khan  ex- 
*'  prefTed  their  fincere  acknowledgments  to  the  Go- 
^^  vernor  General,  his  Excellency  the  Nabob  Vizier, 
^^  and  to  you.  Sir,  for  reftoring  them  to  that  invalia- 
*^  able  bleffing,  liberty,  for  which  they  would  ever 
*^  retain  the  mod  grateful  remembrance ;  and  at  their 
**  requeft  I  tranfmit  you  the  enclofed  letters. 

^'  I  wiili  you  had  been  prefent  at  the  enlargement 
"  of  the  prifjners.  The  quivering  lips,  with  the  tears 
*^  of  joy  ftealing  down  the  poor  men's  cheeks,  was  a 
*^  fcene  truly  affedling. 

^^  If  the  prayers  of  thefe  poor  men  will  avail,  you 
-*^  will,  at  the  last  trump  !  be  tranflated  to  the  hap- 
^^  piefl  regions  in  heaven*" 

LIX.  That 
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LIX, 

That  the  Refidetit  Briftow,  knowing  how  acceptable 
the  faid  proceeding  would  be  to  all  the  people  of 
Oude,  and  the  neighbouring  independent  countries, 
did  gcneroufly  and  politically  (though  not  truly)  m 
his  letter  to  the  Princefs  Mother,  attribute  the  faid  re- 
lief given  to  herfelf,  and  the  releafe  of  her  Minifters, 
to  the  humanity  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  agree- 
ably to  whofe  orders  he  pretended  to  ad: ;  afierting, 
that  he  the  faid  Hailings  ^'  was  the  fpring  from 
*^  whence  fhe  was  reflored  to  her  dignity  and  confe- 
"  quence."  And  the  account  of  the  proceedings  afore- 
faid  were  regularly  tranfmitted  to  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings  on  the  30th  of  December  1782,  with  the 
reafons  and  motives  thereto,  and  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  the  officer  concerning  the  inutility  of  further  force, 
attended  with  fundry  documents  concerning  the  fa- 
mifhing  and  other  treatment  of  the  women  and  child- 
ren of  the  late  fovereign  ;  but  the  fame  appear  to 
have  made  no  proper  imprefTion  on  the  mind  of  the 
faid  Warren  Haltings ;  for  no  anfwer  whatfoever  was 
given  to  the  faid  letter  until  the  3d  of  March  1783, 
when  the  faid  Haftings,  writing  in  his  own  charadler 
and  that  of  the  Council,  did  entirely  pafs  by  all  the 
circumftances  before  recited,  but  did  give  diredlions 
for  the  renewal  of  meafui'es  of  the  like  nature  and 
tendency  with  thofe  which  (for  feveral  of  the  laft 
months  at  lead  of  the  faid  proceeding)  had  been  em- 
ployed with  fo  little  advantage  to  the  intereft,  and' 
with  fo  much  injury  to  the  reputation  of  the  Company, 
his  matters,  in  whofe  name  he  adtfd ;  exprefling  him- 
felf  in  the  faid  letter  of  the  3d  of  March  1783,  as 
follows  :  "  We  defire  you  will  inform  us  what  means 
*'  have  been  taken  for  recovering  the  balance  [the 
**'  pretended  balance  of  the  extorted  money]  due  from 
*'  the  Bfgums  [PrinceflesJ  at  Fyzabad  ;  and,  if  ne- 
'*  ceffary,  you  muft  recommend  it  to  the  Vizier  /a 
"  enforce  the  mojl  effectual  means  for  that  purpofe." 
And  the  Refident  did,  in  his  anfwer  to  the  Board 
dated   31ft  March   1783,  on   this  peremptory  order, 

again 
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again  detail  the  particulars  aforefaid  to  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings,  referring  him  to  his  former  correfpon- 
dence,  Itating  the  utter  impoflibility  of  proceeding 
further  by  force,  and  mentioning  certain  other  dif- 
graceful  and  oppreflive  circumftances  ;  and  in  parti- 
cular. That  the  Company  did  not,  in  plundering  the 
mother  of  the  rcioning  Prince  of  her  wearing  apparel 
and  beads  of  carriage,  receive  a  value  in  the  leaft 
equal  to  the  lofs  fhe  fuffcred  ;  the  elephants  having  no 
buyer  but  the  Nabob,  and  the  cloaths,  which  had  iaft 
been  delivered  to  Middlecon  at  a  valuation  of  thirty 
thoufand  pounds,  were  fo  damaged  by  ill  keeping,  in 
warehoufes,  that  they  could  not  be  fold,  even  for  fix 
months  credit,  at  much  more  than  about  eight  thou- 
fand pounds,  by  which  a  lofs  in  a  fingle  article  was 
incurred  of  twenty-two  thoufand  pounds  out  of  the 
fifty,  for  the  recovery  of  which  (fuppofing  it  had 
been  a  juft  debt)  fuch  rigorous  means  had  been  em- 
ployed, after  having  actually  received  upwards  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  pounds,  in  value  to  the  Company ; 
and  extorted  much  more,  in  lofs  to  the  fufFering  indi- 
viduals. And  the  faid  Briftow  being  well  acquainted 
with  the  unmerciful  temper  of  the  faid  Haflings,  in 
order  to  leave  no  means  untried  to  appeafe  him,  not 
contented  with  the  letter  to  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  did  on  the  fame  day  v/rite  another  letter  to 
him  partuuhrl)\  in  which  he  did  urge  feveral  argu- 
ments, the  necefiity  of  ufing  of  which  to  the  faid 
Hallings  did  refledt  great  dishonour  on  this  nation, 
and  on  the  Chriflian  religion  therein  profefTed  ;  viz. 
*^  That  he  had  experienced  great  embarralTment  in 
*^  treating  with  her  [the  mother  of  the  reignino- 
*^  Prince]  for,  as  the  mother  of  the  Vizier,  the  people 
*'  look  up  to  her  with  r^fpedl^  and  any  hard  meafures 
"  pradifed  againfl  women  of  high  rank,  create  dif- 
'*  content,  and  afFedl  our  national  charad:er."  And 
the  faid  Refident,  after  condemning  very  unjuftly  her 
conduct,  added,  '^  Still  fiie  is  the  mother  of  the  Prince 
"  of  the  country,  and  the  religious  prejudices  of 
*'  mpffulmen  prevail  too  flrongly  in  their  minds  to  fcr- 
'^  get  her  fituatioc. 

LX.  That 
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LX, 

,  That  the  fa^d  Warren  Haftings  did  not  make  any 
anfwer  to  the  faid  letter.  But  the  mother  of  the  Prince 
afurcfaid,  as  well  as  the  mother  of  his  father,  beings 
In  confequence  of  his,  the  faid  Haftings's  dire^lioiis, 
incefTantly  and  rudely  preiTed  by  thtir  defcendant,  in 
the  name  of  the  CoTipahy,  topay  to  the  lafl  farthing  of 
the  demand,  they  did  both  pofitively  r^fufe  to  pay  any 
part  of  the  pretended  balances  aforefaid,  until  their 
landed  eRates  were  reftored  to  them  •,  on  the  fecurity 
of  which  alone,  they  alledged  themlelves  to  be  in  a 
condition  to  borrow  any  money>  oi*  even  to  provide 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  themfelves  and  their  numerous 
dependants.  And,  in  order  to  put  feme  end  to  thefe 
differences,  the  Viz'er  did  himfelf,  about  the  begin- 
ning of  Auguft  1783,  go  to  Fyzabad,  and  did  hold 
divers  conferences  with  his  parents,  and  did  confenc 
and  enease  to  reftore  to  them  their  landed  eftates 
aforefaid  ;  and  did  ilTue  an  order  that  they  ihould  be 
reilored  accordingly  :  But  his  Miniiler  aforefaid,  hav-^ 
ing  before  his  eyes  the  peremptory  orders  of  him  the 
faid  Warren  Haflings,  did  perfuade  his  mafler  to  dif- 
honour  himfelf,  in  breaking  his  faith  and  engagement 
with  his  mother  and  the  mother  of  his  father,  by  firft 
evading  the  execution,  and  afterwards  totally  revoking 
his  faid  public  and  folemn  aft,  on  pretence  that  he 
kad  agreed  to  the  grant  "  from  (bame,  being  in  their 
*'  prefence  [the  prefcnce  of  his  mother  and  grand- 
*'  mother]  and  that  it  was  unavoidable  at  the  time  ;" 
—the  faid  Minifter  declaring  to  him,  that  it  would  be 
fufficient  if  he  allowed  them  '^  money  for  their  ne- 
^^  cejfary  expences,  and  that  would  be  doi^ig  enough^'' 


LXI. 


That  the  faith  given- for  the  reftoration  of  their  lan- 
ded eftates  being  thus  violated,  and  the  money  for  ne- 
ccfiary  expences  being  as  ill  fupplied  as  before,  the  wo- 
men and  children  of  the  late  fovereign,  father  of  the 
reigning  prince^  continued  expofed  to  frequent  want  of 

the 
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the  common  necefiaries  of  life  ;  and  being  forely  pref- 
fcd  by  famine,  they  were  compelled  to  break  through 
all  the  principles  of  local  decorum  and  refcrve,  which 
conihtute  the  dignity  of  the  female  fex  in  that  part  of 
the  world,  and  after  great  clamour  and  violent  at- 
tempts, for  one  whole  day,  to  break  the  inclofure  of  the 
palace,  and  to  force  their  way  into  the  public  market, 
in  order  to  move  the  com.paffion  of  the  people,  and  to 
beg  thdr  bred  ;  and  they  did,  on  the  next  day  ailually 
proceed  to  the  extremaity  of  expolingthemfeives  to  pub- 
He  view — an  extremity,  implying  the  lowed  ftate  of  dif- 
grace  and  degradation  ;  to  avoid  which  many  women 
in  India  have  laid  violent  hands  upon  themfeives—  and 
they  did  proceed  to  the  public  market  place,  with  the 
llarving  children  of  the  late  fovereign,  and  the  brothers 
and  fifcers  of  the  reigning  prince  ; a  minute  ac- 
count of  the  tranfac5tion  aforelaid  was  written  to  the  Bri- 
tifli  refident  at  Lucknov?,,  by  the  perfon  appointed  to 
convey  intelligence  to  him  from  Fyzabad,  in  the  fol- 
lowing particulars,  highly  difgraceful  to  the  honour^ 
jullice  and  humanity  of  this  nation, 

^'  The  ladies,  their  attendants  and  fervants,  wereftill 
"  as  clamorous  as  laft  night.  Letafut,  the  Daroga, 
"  went  to  them  andremonftrated  with  them  on  the  ira- 
"  propriety  of  their  conduct,  at  the  fame  time  alTuring 
them  that  in  a  few  days  ail  their  allowances  would  be 
paid ;  and,  fhouid  not  that  be  the  cafe,  he  would  ad^ 
vance  them  ten  days  fubfidence,  upon  condition  that 
they  returned  to  their  habitation.  None  of  them, 
however,  eonfented  to  his  propofals  -,  but  were  idll 
intent  upon  making  their  efcape  through  the  Ba- 
zar (market  place)  and  in  conlequence  formed 
"  themfelves  mto  a  Lne,  and  arranging  themfelves  in 
"  the  following  order:  the  children  in  the  front;  behind 
*^  them  the  ladies  of  the  feraglio  ;  and  behind  thera  a- 
"  o-ain  their  attendants  :  But  their  intentions  were 
^'  fruftrated  by  the  oppolition  which  they  met  from 
^^  Letafu^'s  Sepoys. 

R  "  The 
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"  The  next  day  Letafut  went  twice  to  the  women,; 
and  ufed  his  endeavours  to  make  them  return  into' 
the  Zepanah,  promiling  to  advance  them  10,000  ru- 
pees j  which,  upon  the  money  being  paid  down, 
they  agreed  to  comply  with  j  but  night  coming  on, 
nothing  tranfpired, 

*'  On  the  day  following,  their  clamours  were  more 
violent   than  ulual.     Letafut  went  to   confer  with 
them  upon  the  bulinefs  of  yetterday,  offering  the 
fame  terms.     Depending  upon  the   fidelity   of  h'u 
promifes,   they  confented  to  return  to  their  apart- 
ments  ;  which  they  accordingly  did  except  two  01 
three  of  the  ladies,    and  m.ofl:  of  their  attendants 
Letafut  th^n  went  HoiTmund  Ally  Cawn,  to  confuli 
with  him  upon  what  means  they  ihould  take.     The} 
came  to  a  refolution  of  driving  them  in  by  force 
and  gave  orders  to  their  Sepoys  to  beat  any  one  o: 
the  women  who  fhould  attempt  to  move  forward 
The  Sepoys,  confequently  aflembled  ;  and  each  or 
being  provided  with  a  bludgeon,   they  drove  then 
by  dint  of  beating  into  the  Zenanah.     The  women 
feeing  the  treachery  of  the  Letafut,  proceeded  t( 
throw  ftones  and  bricks  at  the  Sepoys,  and  again  at 
tempted  to  get  out;  but  finding  that  impoffibie,  fron 
the  gates  being  fhut,  they  kept  up  a  continual   dif 
charge  offlones  and  bricks  till  about  ten;  when 
finding  their  fituation  defperate,  they  retired  into  tb 
Kung  Mohul,  and  forced  their  way  from  thence  in^ 
to  the  palace,  and  difperfed  themfclves  about  th( 
houie  and  garden  ;  after  this  thqy  were   defirous  0: 
getting  into  the  Begum's  apartment,  but  flie  bein^ 
apprized  of  their  intention,  ordered  her  doors  to  b( 
fliut.     In  the  mean  time,  Letafut  and  Hufhmunc 
Ally  Cawn  pofled  fentries  to  fecure  the   gates  o; 
the  lefTer  Mahal.     During  the  whole  of  this  conilid: 
all  the  ladies   and  women  remained  expofed  to  th( 
view  of  the  Sepoys,     The  Begum  then  fcnt  for  Le^ 


^^  tafu 
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*"*  tafut  and  Hufhmnnd  Ally  Cawn,  whom  fhe  fe^^erely 

*'  reprimanded,  and  infifted  upon  knowing  the  caulcs  of 

thisintamons  behaviour.Theypleaded  in  their  defence 

the  impofiibility  of  helping  it,  as  the  trt-atment  the 

''  women  had   met   wich  had  been  conformable  to  his 

''  Excellency  the  Vizer's  orders.     The  Begum  alledg-  ' 

''  ed,  that  even  admitting  that  the  Nabob  hadgiven 

**  thole  orders,  thry  were  by  no  means  authorized  in 

this  manner  to  difgrace  the  family  of  Shuja  Dowla; 

and  fnould  they  not  receive  their  allowance  for  a  da^ 

or  two,  it  could  be  of  no  great  moment:  what  was 

paffed  was  nov/  at  an  end,  but  that  the  Vizier  fhould 

I  "  certainly  be  acquainted  with  the  whole  of  the  affair, 

r**  and  that  whatever  he  defired  flie  fhould  implicitly 

^^  comply  with.      The  Begum  then  fent  for  five  of  the 

j*'  children   who  were   wounded  in   the    affray  of  lafl: 

/'  nighr,  and  after  endeavouring   to   footh   them,   fhe 

*^  fent  again  for  Lecafut  and   Hufhmund  Ally  Cawn, 

*'  and  in  the  prefence  of  the  children  expreffed  her  dif- 

"  approbation  of  their  conducftj  and  the  improbability 

*'  of  Afuf  ul  Dowla*s  fuffering  the  Ladies  and  Children 

*'  of  Shuja  Dowla  to  be  difgraced  by  being  expofed  to 

*^  the  view  of  the  rabble.     Upon  which  Letafut  pro- 

"  duced  the  letter  from  the  Nabob,  at  the  fame  time 

"  reprefenting  that  he  was  amenable  only  to  the  orders 

of  his  Hxcellency,  and  that  whatever  he  ordered  it 

was  his  duty  to  obey  ;  and  that  had  the  ladies  thought 

proper  to  have  retired  into  their  apartments  quietly, 

"  he  would  not  have  ufed  the  means  he  had  taken  to 

*^  compel  them.     The   Begum    again   obferved,  that 

what  had  happend  was  now  over.     She  then   gave 

the  chddren  400  Rupees,  and  difmiffed  them,  and 

fent    word    by    Jumrud    and   the     other    eunuchs, 

'^  that  if  the  ladies  would  peaceably  retire  to  their  a- 

*'  partments,   Latafut  would  fupply  them  wdth  3  or 

*'  4,000  Rupees,  for  their  perfonal  expences,  and  re- 

*'  commended  to  them  not  to  incur  any  further  dif- 

'^  grace,  and  that  if  they  did  not  think  proper  to  a(ft 

^'  agreeable  to  her  directions,  they  would  do  wrong. 
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*^  The  ladles  followed  her  advice,  and  about  ten  at 
*^  night  went  back  into  the  Zenanah.  The  next  morn- 
^'  ing  the  Begum  waited  upon  the  mother  of  Shuja 
"  Dowla  and  related  to  her  all  the  clrcumftanccs 
*^  of  the  difturbances.  The  mother  o^f  Shuja  Dowla 
returned  for  anfwer,  that  alter  there  being  no 
accounts  kept  of  crcres  of  levenues^  fhe  was  not  fur- 
prized  that  the  family  of  Shuja  Dowla,  in  their  en- 
deavours to  procure  a  -fubfiilence,  fhould  be  obligee 
to  expofe  themfelves  to  the  meaneft  of  the  people 
After  bewailing  their  misfortunes,  and  fhedding  m2= 
ny  tears^,  the  Begum  took  her  leave  and  returnee 
"  home/' 

That  the  faid  aftediing  narrative,  being  fentj  wkl 
others  of  the  fame  nature,  on  the  29th  of  Januar 
1784,  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  he  did  not  order  an; 
jclief  in  confequence  there,  f,  or  take  any  fort  of  notic 
vVhatfoever  of  the  faid  intelligence. 


LXII. 

That  the  Court  of  Directors  did  exprefs  f^ron^ 
doubts  of  the  propriety  of  feizint;  the  eftates  aforeraic 
and  did  declare  to  him  the  faid  Haftings,  *^  that  tl 
^^  only  confolation  they  felt  on  the  occafion  is,  thi 
"  the  amount  of  thofe  Jighires  for  ivhich  the  con^ 
^  -were  guarantees^  is  to  be  paid  through  cur  refident  at  ti 
court  of  the  Vizier ;  and  it  very  materially  concerns  ti 
credit  of  your  Governor,  on  no  account  to  fufftr  fm 
payments  to  be  tvadecV^  But  the  faid  Warren  Haftins 
did  never  make  the  a^rangmentfuppofed  in  the  faid  Icj 
ter  to  be  actually  made,  nor  did  he  cauie  the  refident  ij 
pay  theiTi  the  amountof  thtir  Jaghires,  or  to  make  ail 
payment  to  them. 

And  the  faid  Flafiings  being  exprefsly  ordered  1;| 
the  Court  of  Direftcrs  to  reftore  to  them  their  eftat< 
'  in  cafe   the  charges  made  upon  them  iliou-d   not'l 
'  found  true ;  he,  the  faid  Haftings,  did  contumaciouij 
and  cruelly  decline  any   compliance  v/ith   the  iaid  oj 
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ders,  until  his  journey  to  Lucknovv,  in 

when  he  did,  as  he  fays,  ^'  conformably  to 
*^  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Dircdors,  and  more  ta 
^^  the  inclination  of  the  Nabob  Vizier,  reRore  to  tbeni 
*^  their  Jaghires,  but  with  the  defalcation,  according 
*^  to  his  own  account,  of  a  hrge  portion  of  their  re- 
^'  fpec^iive  Ihares  ;"  pretending,  without  the  lead  pro- 
babiliry,  that  the  faid  defalcation  was  a  "  voluntary 
'*  conceiTion  on  thefr  part."  But  what  he  has  left  to 
them  for  their  fupport,  or  in  what  proportion  to  that 
which  he  has  taken  away,  he  has  no  where  Hated  to 
the  Court  of  Directors,  whofe  faith  he  has  broken, 
and  whofe  orders  he  has  thus  eluded,  whillt  he  pre- 
tended to  yield /d?;«^  obedience  to  them. 


LXIIL 

'That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  having  rnade  a  ma- 
I'cious,  loofe,  and  ill  fupported  charge,  backed  by 
certain  unfatisfa<ftory  affidavits,  as  a  ground  for  his 
feizing  on  the  Jaghires  and  the  trcallires  of  the  Vizier's 
mother,  folemnly  guaranteed  to  them;  the  Court  of 
Dired:ors  did,  in  their  letter  of  the  14th  of  February 
1783,  exprefs  themfelves  as  follows  concerning  thac 
meafure  ; — '*  which  the  Governor  General  (he  the  faid 
*'  Warren  Haftings)  in  his  letter  to  \  our  Board  the 
^^  23d  of  January  1782,  has  declared  he  ftrenv.oujly  en^ 
*^  coiiraged  and  fupported ;  we  hope  and  mill  for  the 
^'  honour  of  the  Britifti  nation,  that  the  meafure 
*^  appeared  fully  juftified  in  the  eyes  of  all  Hindof= 
^^  tan.  The  Governor  General  has  informed  us,  that 
*'  it  can  be  well  attefted  that  the  Begums  (the  mother 
^^  and  grandmother  of  the  Nabob  2,\ox^{'^'A^ principalh 
^^  excited  and  fupported  the  late  commotions ,  and 
*^  that  they  carried  their  inveteracy  to  the  Engliih  n^- 
*'  tion  fo  far,  as  to  aim  at  our  utter  extij'pation,'' — And 
the  Court  of  Diredors  did  further  declare  as   follows  : 

'  That  it  no  where  appears  from  the  papers  at  prcftnt 

ia 
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in  oiir  pofTefiion,  that  they  (the  mother  and  granc^ 
mother  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude)  excited  any  com-f 
n.oiions   previous    to  the    imprifonment   of   Rajah 
Chcit   Sing,  and  Only  armed    themfelvts  in   confe- 
quence  of  that   tranfacflicn  ;  and    as  it  is   probable, 
^^  that  fuch  a  condudl  proceeded  from  motives  of  felf- 
"  defence,  under  an  apprehenfion  that  they  themlelves 
'^  m-gbt  liicewife   be   laid   under  unwarrantable  con- 
^'  trfbuLions." — Ano  the  faid  Court  of  Dire6lors,    m 
l>-iving  their  orders  for  the  reiloratioD:  of  the'  Jaghiresr, 
or  for  the  payment  of  an  equivalent  through  the  Refi- 
dent,  did  give  this  order  for  the  refloTation  of  their  ef- 
tates  as   aforefaid,  on  condition  that   it  Should  appear 
from  enquiry,  that  they  were  not  guiltv  of  the   prac- 
tices  charged  upon  them  hv  the  faid  Hartlngs.     Mr. 
Stables,  one  of  the  Council  General,  did,  in  execution 
of  the    faid    condirional   order,    propofe    an   enquiry j- 
leading  to  the  afcertainment  of  the  condition,  and  did 
enter  a  minute  as   follows :  *'  That  the   Court  of  Di- 
*'  rectors,  by  their  letters   of    the    14th  of  Februaff 
''   178  J,  feem  not  to  be  fatisfied  that  the  difaffeclion  of 
*^  the  Begums  to  this  government  is  fufficienrly  proved 
'^  by  the  evidence  before  them";  I  therefore  think,  that 
*'  the  late  and  prefent  Refident,  and  com.manding  officer 
*^  in  the  Vizier^s  country  at  the  time,  (hculd  be  called 
*'  on   to  c  )lled:  what  further  information  they  can  on 
*^  this  fubjeft,  in  which  the  honour  and  digmty  of  this 
*^  Government  is  fo  materially  concerned -^  and  that  fuch 
'^  infoFmation  may  be  tranfmitred  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
*•  rectors.''     And   he   did   farther  propofe    heads  and 
modes  of  enquirv,  fuitable  to  the  doubts  expreffcd  by 
the  Court  of  Diredfors.     But  the  faid  Warnen  Haftings, 
who  ought  long  before,  on   principles  of  natural  ]uf- 
tice,  to  have  inltituted  a  diligent  enquiry  in  lupport  of 
his  fo  improbable  a  charge,   and  was  bound,  even   for 
his   own   honour,  as  well  as  for  the  fatisfa6iion.  of  the 
Court  of  Directors,  to  take  a  llrong  pare  in  the  faid  en- 
quiry, did  fet  himfelf  in   oppofition  to  the  fame,  aad 

did 
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did  carry  with  him  a  majority  of  Council  againfl;  the 
iaid  enquiry  into  the  juflice  of  the  caufe,  or  any  pro- 
poficion  for  the  relief  of  the  fufferers,  alferting,  ''  that 
*'  the  reafons  of  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  if  tranfmit-^ 
*.^  ted  with  the  orders  for  the  enquiry,  will  prove  in  ef- 
'^  feci  an  order  for  colled:ing  evidence  ^o  the  jujti-fica- 
''^  and  acquittal  of  the  Begunn^  and  not  for  the  invejiigation 
^'  of  the  truth  of  the  charges  which  have  h^en preferred  a- 
"  gainji  themJ"  ■  That  Mr.  Stables  did  not  propofe,  (as 
in  the  faid  Haftings's  minute  is  groundlefsly  fuppofcd) 
that  the  reafons  of  the  Court  of  Directors  fliould  betranf- 
mitted  with  the  orders  lor  an  equir\  •  But  the  appre- 
henfion  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  of  the  probable 
refult  of  the  enquiry  propofed,  did  ftrongiy  indicate 
his  fenfe  of  his  ov/n  guilt,  and  the  innocence  of  the 
parties  accufed  by  him  ;  and  if,  b/  his  conftrudion, 
Mr.  Stables's  minute  did  itidicatean  enquiry  merely  for 
the  juftiiication  of  the  parties  by  him  accufed,  (which 
conftrudion  the  motion  did  not  bear)  it  was  no  more 
than  what  the  obvious  rules  of  juitice  would  well  fup- 
port;  his  own  proceedings  having  h^tn  ex  parte  i  he 
having  employed  Sir  Elijah  Impey  to  take  affidavits 
againft  the  women  of  high  rank  aforefaid,  not  only 
without  any  enquiry  made  on  their  part,  but  without 
any  communication  to  them,  of  his  pradlice  and  pro- 
ceeding againft  them ;  and  equity  did  at  leaft  require 
that  they,  with  his  own  knowledge,  and  by  the  fubor- 
dinates  of  his  own  government,  fhould  be  allowed  a 
public  enquiry  to  acquit  themfelvee  of  the  heavy  of- 
fences wiih  which  they  had  been  by  him  clandeftineiy 
charged. 


LXIV. 

That  he  the  faid  Haftings,  inorder  toeffeftually  ftlfie 
the  faid  enquiry,  did  enter  on  record  a  further  minute, 
aflerting,  that  the  faid  enquiry  would  be  produ6live  '*^  of 
"  eyils  greater  than  any  which  exiftin  the  confequences 

"  which 
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^^  which  have  already  taken  place^  and  which  time  has 
^'  almoji  obliterated'^''  as  alio  the  following — '^  If  I  am 
*'  rightly  informed,  the  Nabob  Vizier,  and  the  Begums 
*^  are  on  terms  of  mutual  good-will.  It  would  ill  be- 
^'  come  ihis  government  ro  ipterpofe  its  influence,  by 
'^  anv  act  which  might  tend  to  revive  their  animofities, 
?^  and  a  very  flight  occaiion  would  be  fufiicient  to  ef- 
'*'  fed:  it.  They  will  inftanti/  take  fire  on  fuch  a 
^^  declaration,  proclaim  the  judgment  of  the  company 
*^  in  their  favour,  demand  a  reparation  of  the  a6ls, 
^^  which  they  would  conilrue  wrongs,  with  fuch  a  fen- 
''  tcnce  warranting  that  conflrudion,  and  either  accept 
^^  the  invitation,  to  the  proclaimed  fcandal  of  the  Na- 
*'  bob  Vizier,  which  will  not  add  to  the  credit  of  our  go- 
^'  vernment ;  or  remain  in  his  dominions,  but  not  un- 
^^  der  his  authorit)^^  to  add  to  his  vexations,  and  the 
*^  diforders  of  the  country,  by  continual  intrigues  and 
f^  fecjicions.  .  Enough  alreaiy  exifts  to  affc61:  his  peace 
^^  and  the  quiet  of  his  people.  U  we  cannot  heal,  let 
*'  us  not  inflame  the  wounds  which  haveheen  infliEied'.,"^i 
*'  theBegums  think  themfelves  aggrieved  to  fuch  adegree 
*^  as  to  ji|ftify  them  in  an  appeal  to  a  foreign  jurifdi5iion ; 
*^  to  appeal  to  it  againft  a  man  flanding  in  the  relation 
*^  of  fon  and  grandfon  to  them  ;  to  appeal  to  the  juftice 
^^  of  thofe  zvho  have  been  the  abettors  a?id  injiruments  of 
"  their  imputed  wrongs ',  ictus  at  leafl  permit  them  to 
"  be  thejudges  of  their  own  feelings,  and  prefer  their 
^'  complaints,  before  we  offer  to  redrefs  them.  They 
'^  will  not  need  to  be  prompted.  I  hope  I  {hall  not 
'^  depart  from  the  finiplicity  of  official  language,  in 
"  faying,  the  majcfly  of  juflice  ought  to  be  approached 
*^  with  foliciiation,  notdefcend  to  provoke  or  invite  it, 
^^  much  lefs  to  debafe  itfelf  by  the  fuggeflion  of  wrongs, 
^-  and  the  promifc  of  redrefs,  with  the  denunciation  of 
.''  puniHiments  before  trial,  and  even  before  accufa- 
"  tion." 


•LXV.  Tha^ 


ARTICLE      IV.  133 


LXV. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings^  in  attempting  to  pafs 
an  adl  of  indeoinity  for  his  own  crimes,  and  of  oblivion 
for  fhe  fufferings  of  others,  fuppofing  the  latter  almojl 
obliterated  by  time,  did  not  only  mock  and  infult  over 
the  fufferings  of  the  allies  of  the  company,    but  did 
fhew  an  indecent  contempt  of  the  underftandingsof  the 
Court  of  Dirttcttors ;  becaufe  his  violent  attempts  on  the 
property  and  liberty  of  the  mother  and  grandmother  of 
the  ally  aforefaid,  had   not  their  firll  commencement 
much  above  two  years  before  that  time,  and  had  been 
continued,  without  abatement  or  relaxation  on  his  part, 
to  the  very  time  of  his  minute :  The  Nabob  having, 
by  the  inftigat  on  of  his  the  faid  Haftings's  inftrumenc, 
Hyder  Beg  Khan,    not  two  months  before  the  date  of 
the  confultation,  being  obliged  a  fecond  time  to  break 
his  faith  with  relation  to  the  eftates  of  his  mother,  in 
the  manner  herein  before  recited.  And  the  faid  Haftings 
did  not,  and  could  not  conceive  that  the  clearing  the 
mother  could  revive  any  anlmofity  between  her  and  her 
fon,  by  whom  (he  never  had  been  accufed.     The  faid 
Haftings  was  alfo  fenfible,  that  the  reftoration  of  her 
landed  eftates,  recommended  by  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, could  not  produce  any  ill  eftedt  on  the  mind  of 
the  faid  fon,  as  it  was  "  with  almoft  unconquerable  re- 
"  ludtance  he  had  been  perfuaded  to  deprive  her  of  them." 
And  at  the  time  of  his  fubmitting  to  become  an  inftru* 
ment  in  this  injuftice,  did  "  declare''  both  to  theRefident 
and  his  minifters,  "  that  it  was  an  a<3:  of  compulfiono,*^ 

S  LXVI.  That 
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That  the  faid  Haftlngs  further,  by  infinuatlng  that 
the  women  in  queftion  would  a6l  amifs  in  appealing  to 
^  foreign  jtirifdi^ion  againft  a  fon  and  a  grandfon,  could 
not  forget  that  he  himfelf,  being  that  foreign  jurifdic- 
lion  (if  any  jurifdiftion  there  was)  did  himfelf  dired 
and  order  the  injuries;  did  himfelf  urge  the  calumnies; 
and  did  himfelf  caufe  to  be  taken  and  produced  the  un- 
fadsfad:ory  evidence,  by  which  the  women  in  queftion 
had  fuffered  5  and  that  it  was  againft  him  the  faid  Har 
ftinc^s,  and  not  againft  their  fon,  that  they  had  reafon 
to  appeal.  But  the  truth  is,  that  the  enquiry  was  mo- 
ved for  by  Mr.  Stables,  not  on  the  prayer  or  appeal  of 
the  fufferers,  but  upo,n  the  ill  impreflion  which  the  faid 
Haftings's  own  condu(5la  merely  and  folely  on  his  own 
ftate  of  it,  and  on. his  own  evidence  in  fupport  of  it, 
had  made  on  the  Court  of  Dired:ors,  who  were  his  law- 
ful mafters,  and  not  fuitorsin  his  Court.  And  his  arroga- 
ting to  himfelf  and  his  colleagues  to  be  a  tribunal,  and 
a  tribunal,  not  for  the  purpofe  of  doingjuftice,  but  of 
refufmg  enquiry,  was  an  high  offence  and  mjfdemeanor 
(particularly  at  the  due  obedience  to  the  Company's 
orders  was  eluded  on  the  infolent  pretence,  '^  That  the 
"  majefty  of  juftice  ought  to  be  approached  with  foli- 
^'  citation,  and  that  it  would  debafe  itfelf  by  the  fug- 
*^  geftion  of  wrongs,  and  the  promife  of  redrefs,")  in 
a  Governor,  w^hofe  bufinefs  it  is,  even  of  himfelf  and 
unfolicited,  not  only  to  promife,  but  to  afford  redrefs 
to  all  thofe  who  fhould  fuffer  under  the  power  of  the 
Company,  even  if  their  ignorance,  or  \yant  of  pro-, 
tedion,  or  the  imbecility  of  their  fex,  or  the  fear  of  ir- 
ritating perfons  in  rank  and  ftation,  Ihould  prevent  them, 
from  fceking  it  by  formal  folicitation. 


LXVII.  That 
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That  the  faid  Warren  Haitings,  at  the  time  when  he 
pretended  ignorance  of  all  folicication  for  jufllce  on  the 
part  of  the  women  aforefaid,  and  on  that  pretence  did 
refufe  the  enquiry  moved  by  his  colleague  Mr.  Srablesj 
had  in  all  probability  received  from  the  Refident  Mid- 
dleton,  or  if  he  had  made  the  flighteft  enquiry  from  the 
faid  Middleton,  then  at  Calcutta,  might  immediately 
receive  an  account,  that  tbey  did  aBually  follcit  the  faid 
Refidenr,   through  Major  Gilpin,    for  redrefs  againft 
his  the  faid  Haftings's  calumnious  accufation,  and  the 
falfe  teflimony  by  which  it  was  fupported ;  and  did 
fend  the  faid   complaint  to  the  Refident    Middleton, 
by  the  faid  Gilpin,  to  be  tranfmiited  to  him  the  faid 
Haftings  and  the  Council,  fo  early  as  the  19th  of  Oc- 
tober 1782  j  and  that  Ihe,  the  mother  of  the  Nabobs 
did  afterwards  fend  the  fame  to  the  Reiident  Briftow^ 
afferting  their  innocence^  .and  accompanying  the  fame 
with  the  copies  of  letters  (the  originals  of  wh  ch  they 
afferted  were  in  their  hands)  from   the  chief  witneffes 
-againft  them,  Hannay  and  Gordon,  which  letters  d'd 
diredlly  overturn  the  charges  or  infinuations  in  the  af- 
fidavits made  by  them;  and   that  inftead  of  any  accu- 
fation of  an  attempt  upon  them  and  their  parties,  by 
the  inftigation  of  the  mother  of  the  Nabob,  or  by  her 
minifters,  they  the  faid  Hannay  and  Gordon  did  attri- 
bute their  prefervation  to  them,   and  to  their  fervices  i 
and  did,  with  ftrong  expreiTions  of  gratitude,  both  to  the 
mother  of  the  Nabobs    and  to  her   m'nifters,    fully 
acknowledge  the  fame.     Which  remonftrance  of  the 
mother    of   the    Nabob,  and   the    letters    of  the  faid 
Hannay  and  Gordon  are  annexed  to  this  charge-   and 
the  faid  Haftings  is  highly  criminal  for  not  having  ex- 
amined into  the  fads  alledged    in  the   fdid   remon- 
ftrancCi 

S  2  LXVIII,  That 
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That  the  violent  proceedings  of  the  faid  Warren  Ha- 
flings  did  tend  to  impreis  all  the  neighbouring  Princes, 
fome  of  whom  were  allied  in  blood  to  the  opprelTed  wo- 
men of  rank  aforefaid,  with  an  ill  opinion  of  the  faith, 
honour,  and  decency  of  the  Britifh  nation ;  and  accor- 
dingly, on  the  journey  aforefaid,  made  by  the  Nabob 
from  Lucknow  to  Fyzabad,  in  which  the  faid  Nabob 
did  reftore,  in  the  manner  before-mentioned,  the  con- 
fifcated  eftates  of  his  mother  and  grandmother,  and  did 
afterwards  revoke  his  faid  grant,  it  appears  that  the 
faid  journey  did  caufe  a  general  alarm  (the  worll  motives 
obtaining  the  moll  eafy  credit  with  regard  to  any  fu- 
ture proceeding,  on  account  of  the  foregone  a6ls)  and 
excited  great  indignation  among  the  nil  ng  perfons  of 
the  adjacent  country  ;    infomuch  that  Major  Brown, 
agent  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  at  the  Court  of  the 
King  Shau  AUum  at  Delhi,  did  write  a  remonflrancc 
therein  to  Mr.  Briflow,  Refident  at  Oude,  as  follows  : 
— *^  The  evening  of  the  7th,  at  a  conference  I  had 
with  Mirza  Shuffee  Cawn,  he  introduced  a  fubjedl 
refpedting  the  Nabob  Vizier,  which,  however  it  may 
be  difagreable  for  you  to  know,  and  confequently 
for  me  to  communicate,  I  am  under  a  neceffity  of 
laying  before  you.     He  told  me  had  received  infor- 
*'  mation  from  Lucknow,  that,  by  the  advice  of  Hy- 
*^  der  Beg  Cawn,  the  Vizier  had  determined  to  bring: 
•*  his  Grandmother,  the  widow  of  Sufdar  Jung,  from 
*^  Fyzabad  to  Lucknow,  with  a  view  of  getting  a  fur- 
*'  ther  fum  of  money  from  her,  by  feizing  on  her  eu- 
*'  nuchs,  digging  up  the  apartments  of  her  houfe  at 
^'  Fyzabad,  and  putting  her  own  perfon  under  reftrarnt, 
^^  This,  he  faid,  he  knew,  was  not  an  ad:  of  our  govern- 
*^  ment,  but  the  mere  advice  of  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  to 
"  which  the  Vizier  had  been  induced  to  attend.     Hq 

''  added. 


<J5 


66 


ARTICLE      IV.  137 

*^  added,  that  the  old  Begum  had  refolved  rather  to  puc 
*^  herlelf  to  death  than  tolubmit  to  the  difgrace  intend- 
ed to  be  put  upon  her;  that  if  fuch  a  circumilancc 
fhould  happen,  there  is  not  a  man  of  Hindcjian  who 
will  attribute  the  aB  to  the  Vizier  \  Nabob  of  Oude~]  but 
every  one  willfi^  the  odiur/i  on  the  Englifh^  who  might  ea- 
^^  fib 9  ^^y  ^^^  influence  jhey  fo  largely  e^ercife  in  their  oz^,i 
^'  concerns  there^  have  prevented  fuch  unnatural  conduct 
*^  in  the  Vizier.  He  therefore  called  upon  me,  as  the 
*'  Engiifli  reprefcntative  in  this  quarter,  to  inform  you 
*^  of  this,  that  you  may  prevent  aftep,  which  will  de- 
^^  ftroy  all  confidence  in  the  Englifh  nation  throughout 
*'  Hindoflan,  and  excite  the  bitcereft  refentment  in  all 
*^  thofe,  who  bv  blood  are  conne6tcd  with  the  houfe  of 
*'  Sufdar  Jung."  He  conduced  by  faying,  ''  that  if 
^'  the  Vizier  fo  little  regarded  his  family  and  perfonal 
*'  honour,  or  his  natural  duty,  as  to  wifh  to  difgrace 
'^  his  faiher's  mother  for  a  fum  of  money,  let  him 
"  plunder  her  of  all  fhe  has,  but  let  him  fend  her  fafe 
*'  up  to  Delhi,  or  Agra,  and,  poor  as  I  am,  I  v/ill  fur- 
^'  nifhfubfiftence  for  her,  which  Ihe  fliall  poiTefs  with 
^^  fafety  and  honour,  though  it  cannot  be  adequate  to 
*^  her  rank. — This,  Sir,  is  a  mod  exacft  detail  of  the 
*'  ccnverfation  (as  far  as  related  to  that  affair)  on  the 
'^  part  of  Mirza  Shuffee  Cawn.  On  my  part  I  could 
*^  only  fay,  that  I  imagined  the  affair  was  mifrepre- 
^-^  fented,  an.d  that  I  fhould  write  as  he  requeued.  Let 
^^  me  therefore  requefl:  that  you  will  enable  me  to  an- 
*'  fwer,  ia  a  more  effed:ual  manner,  any  further  quef- 
tions  on  this  fubjed. 


(C 


p.  «y.  "  As  Mirza  Shuf?ee's  grandfather  was  brother 
*'  to  Sufdar  Jung,  there  can  he  no  doubt  of  what  his 
**  declaration  means,  and  if  th'S  mealure  of  diimilTinD- 
'^  the  old  Begum,  Ihould  be  perfifted  in,  I  fhould  not, 
*'  from  the  itate  of  affairs  and  the  charadier  of  the 
"  Amir  ul  Omrah,  be  furprized  at  fome  imm.edia^,e 
*^  and  violent  refolution  beins;  adoi)ted  bv  him." 


LXIX,  That 
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LXIX. 

That  MIrza  Shuffce,  mentioned  in  this  eorrefpond- 
ence  (who  has  fince  been  murdered)  was  of  near  kind- 
red to  the  lady  in  queilion  (grandmother  to  the  Nabob) 
was  refident  in  a  province  immediately  adjoining  to  the 
province  of  Oude,  and  from  proximity  of  fituation  and 
nearnefs  of  connection,  was  likely  to  have  any  intelli- 
gence concerning  his  female  relations  from  the  befl  au- 
thority. 


That  the  Refident  Briftow,  on  receiving  this  letter, 
did  apply    to   the  faid  Hyder  Beg  Cawn  for  an  expla- 
nation of  the  Nabob's  intentions,  who  denied  that  the 
Nabob  intended   more  than  a  vifit  of  duty  and  cere- 
mony ;  which,  whatever  his  difpofitions  might   have 
been,  and  probably  were,  towards  his  own  mother,  was 
not  altogether  probable,  as  it  was  well  known  that  he 
was  on  very  bad  terms  with  the  mother  of  his  father ; 
and  it  appears,  that  intentions  of  a  limilar  nature  had 
been  before  manifefted,    even  with  regard  to  his  own 
mother,   and   therefore  obtained  the  more  eafy  credit 
concerning   the  other  woman  of  high  rank  aforefaid, 
efpecially  as    the   evil  defigns  of  the  faid  Hyder  Beg 
were  abundantly  known  ^  and  that  the  faid  Haftings, 
upon  whom   he  did  wholly  depend,  continued  to  re- 
commend ^'  the  mod  efFedlual,  that,  is  the  moft  violent 
*^  means  for  the  recovery  of  the  fmall  remains  of  his 
*^  extorted  demand."     But  although  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  Refident  did  give  credit  to  the  faid  report,  yet 
the  effedl  of  the  fame  on  the  minds  of  the  neighbour- 
ing Princes,  did  make  it  proper  and  neceflary  to  dire(5l 
z  ftrid  enquiry  into  the  fame,  which  was  not  done ; 

and 
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and  It  does  not  appear  that  any  further  enquiry  was 
made  into  the  true  motives  for  this  proje61ed  journey 
to  Fyzabad,  nor  into  the  proceedings  of  Hyder  Beg 
Cawn,  although  the  faid  Warren  Haltings  well  knew» 
that  all  the  ads  of  the  Nabob  and  his  principal  mini- 
fters,  were  conftantly  aiCribirted  to  him,  and  that  it 
was  known  that  fecret  agents,  as  well  as  the  Company's 
regular  agent,  were  employed  by  him  at  Lucknow  and 
other  places. 

LXXI. 

That  the  faid  Haftings,  who  did,  on  pretence  of  the 
majefty  of  juftice,  refufe  to  enquire  into  the  charges 
made  upon  the  female  parents  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude, 
in  juftification  of  the  violence  offered  to  them,  didvo* 
luntarily  and  of  his  own  accord  make  himfelf  an  ac- 
cufer  of  the  Refident  Middleton,  for  the  want  of  a  li- 
teral execution  of  his  orders,  in  the  plans  of  extortion 
and  rapine  aforefaid,  the  criminal  nature,  fpirit,  and 
tendency  of  the  faid  proceedings,  for  the  defeftive  ex- 
ecution of  which  he  brought  the  faid  charge,  appear- 
ing in  the  defence  or  apology  made  by  Mr.  Middle- 
ton  the  Refident,  for  his  temporary  and  ihorc  for- 
bearances. 

"  It  could  not,  I  flatter  myfelf,  be  termed  a  long  or 
*^  unwarrantable  delay  (twoday§)  when  the  importance 
*^  of  the  bufmefs,  and  the  peculiar  embarrafTments  at- 
'^  tending  the  profecution  of  it  to  its  defired  end,  arc 
*^  confidered.  The  Nabob  w?is  fon  to  the  Begum, 
"  whom  we  were  to  proceed  againfl ;  a  fon  againft  a 
'*  mother  muft  at  leaiiy^w  appearances  in  his  mode  of  pro- 
^^  ceeding, — The  produce  of  his  negociation  was  to  be 
*^  received  by  the  Company.  Receiving  a  benefit,  ac- 
^*  companying  the  Nabob,  withdrawing  their  proredli- 


''  on 
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^^  on,  v/ere  circumftances  fufficient  to  mark  the  EngUJB 
^^  as  the  'principal  movers  in  this  bujinefs.     At  a  Court, 
*'  where  no  opportunity  is  loft  to  throw  odium  on  us, 
fo  favourable  an  occafion  was  not  ruiiTed  to  perfuade 
the  Nabob  that  we  iniligetPii  him  to  dillionour  his 
family  for  our  beri^St.     The  impreffions  made  by 
thefe    luggeftions   con^t2,r:tt\y  retarded  the  progrefs 
^^  and  more  than  once  adtually  broke  off  the  buQnefs; 
*'  which  rendered  the  utmoft  caution  on  my  part  necef- 
^^  fary,  eipecially  as  I  had  no  ailiilance  to  exped:  from 
*^  the  minifterSj  who  could  not  openly  move  in  the  bufi- 
•^  nefs.     In  the  Eail^  it  is  well  known,  that  no  man, 
^'  either  by  himfcif  or  his  troops,  can  enterthe  walls  of 
*'  a  Zenana,  fcarcely  in  the  cafe  of  ading  againft  an 
*^  open  en^my,  much  lefs  of  an  ally  •, — an  alley  aEling 
*'  againjl  his  own  another,    -The  outer  walls^  and  the  Be- 
*^  gum's  agents,    were  all  that  were  liable  to  immediate 
*'  attack;  they  were  dealt  with,  and  fuccefsfully,  as  the 
^^  event  proved." — He   had    before  obferved  to  Mr. 
Haflings,  in  his   correfpondence,  what  Mr.  Haflings 
well   knew  to   be  true,  "that   no  farther  rigour  than 
*'  that   he  had  exerted,  could  be  ufed  againft  females 
*'  in  that  country  •,  where  force  could  be  employed,  it 
*'  was  not  fpared. — ^That  the  place  of  concealment  was 
'^  only  known  to  the  chief  eunuchs,  who  could  not  be 
*'  drawn  out  of  the  women's   apartments,  where  they 
**  had  taken  refuge,  and  from  which,  if   an  attempt 
•^  had  been  made  to  ftorm  them,  they  might  efcape  -, 
*^  and   the  fecret  of  the  rnoney  being  known  only  to 
^'  them,  it  was  neceffary  to,  get  their  perfons  into  his 
^^  hands,  which  could  be  obtained  by  negociation  only.*' 
-The  Refident  concluded  his  defence  by  declaring  his 
hope,  that  if  the  main  obje6t  of  his  orders  was  ful- 
filled, he  ftiould  be  no  longer  held  criminal  fpr  a  de- 
viation from  the  precife  letter  of  them." 
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LXXII. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  enter  a  reply  to 
this  anfwer,  in  Tupport  of  his  criminal  charge,  continuing 
to  infill,  "  That  his  orders  ought  to  have  been  literally 
*'  obeyed,"  although  he  did  not  deny  that  the  above 
difficulties  occurred,  and  the  above  confequences  muft 
have  been  the  refuk  •,  and  though  the  reports  of  the  mi- 
litary officers,  charged  with  the  execution  ofhiscom- 
miiTion,  confirmed  ti^e  moral  impoilibilit  ,  as  well  as 
inutility  in  point  of  profit,  of  forcing  a  ion  to  greater 
violence  and  rigour  againft  his  mother. 


LXXIII. 

That  the  faid  Haflings,  after  all  the  ad:s  aforefaid,  did 
prefume  to  declare  on  record,  in  his  minute  of  the  23d 
September  1783,  ^^  That  whatever  may  happen  of  the 
^'  events  which  he  dreads  in  the  train  of  affairs  now 
*^  fubfifiins:,  he  ihall  at  leall  receive  this  confolation 
'*  under  them,  that  he  ufed  his  utmoll  exertions  to  pre- 
"  vent  them;  and  that  in  the  annals  of  the  nations  of 
"  India  which  have  been  fubieded  to  the  Britifh  do- 
*'  minions,  HE  JbaU  not  he  rememhercd  among  their  op^ 
''  preJforS'^'  And,  fpeaking  of  certain  alledged  indig- 
nities offered  to  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  certain  al- 
ledged fnfpicions  of  his  authority,  with  regard  to  the 
management  of  his  houfhold,  he  the  faid  Haflings  did, 
in  the  faid  minute,  endeavour  to  excite  tl^e  fpint  of  the 
Bririlh  nation,  feverely  animadverting  on  fuch  oftenccs, 
making  ufe  <pf  the  following  terms  :  '^  If  there  be  a 
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"  fpark  of  generous  virtue  in  the  breafts  of  any  of  my 
*^  countrymen,  who  (hall  be  the  readers  of  this  compi- 
*^  lation,  this  letter  [a  letter  of  complaint  from  the  Na- 
"  bob]  fhall  ftand  for. an  inftrument  to  awaken  it  tq 
*^  the  call  of  vengeance  againft  fo  flagitious  an  abuft 
^'  of  authority,  and  reproach  to  the  Britiih  name.'' 


Fron^ 
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From  her  Excellency  the  Bhozv  Begum^  to  Mr.  Brifto'^s;^ 
Refideni  at  the  Vizitf^s  Court. 


hpHERE  is  no  necefllty  to  write, to  you  by  way  of 

•  information.  A  detail  of  my  fufFeringS  from  com- 
mon report,  and  the  intelligence  of  thofe  who  are  about 
you,  the  account  of  them  will  have  reached  your  ears : 
I  will  here  relate  a  part  of  them. 

After  the  death  of  Sujah  Dowla,  mofl  of  his  ungrate- 
ful fervants  were  conftantly  labouring  to  gratify  their 
enmity;  but  finding,  from  the  firm  and  fincere  friend- 
ihip  which  fubfifted  between  me  and  the  Englifh,  that 
the  accompiifhment  of  their  purpofes  was  fruftrated, 
they  formed  the  defign  of  occafioning  a  breach  in  that 
alliance,  to  infure  their  own  fucccfs.     I  muft  acquaint 
you,  that  my  fon  Afuf  ul  Dowla  had  formerly  threat- 
ened to  feize  my  Jaghire;  but  upon  producing  the 
treaty  figned  by  you,  and  fhewing  it  to  Mr.  Middleton, 
he   interfered,  and  prevented  the  impending  evil.— 
The  confpiration  now  framed  an  accufation    againft 
me,  of  a  conduct  which  I  never  had  conceived  even 
in  idea,  of  rendering  affiftante  to  Rajah  Chcit  Sing. 
The  particulars  are  as  follow  r — My  fon  Afuf  ul  Dowla 
and  his  Minifters,  with  troops  and  a  train  of  artillery, 
accompanied  by  Mr.  Middleton,  on  the  i6th  of  the 
month  of  Mohurum,  arrived  at  Fyzabad,  and  made  a 
demand  of  a  crore  of  rupees.     As  my  inability  to  pay 
fo  vaft  a  fum  was  manifeft,  I  produced  the  treaty  yoit 
figned  and  gav^  me ;  ,but  to  n6  effedt,  ttieir  hearts  were 
determined  upoA  violence.     I  offered  my  fon  Afuf  ul 
Dowla,  whofe  will  is  dearer  to  me  than  all  my  riches, 
9r  even  life  iifelf,  whatever  money  and  goods  I  was 
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pofTefTed  of  ^  but  an  amicable  adjuftrnent  feemed  not 
worth  accepting ;  he  demanded  the  deliveriag  up  the 
fort,  and  the  recall  of  the  troops  that  were  flatianed  for 
the  preferving  the  peace  of  the  city.     To  me,  tumult 
and   difcord  appeared  unneceflfarys     I  gave  up  thefe 
points,    upon  which   they  fei^ed   my  head   eunuchs,, 
jewar  Ally  Cawn  and  Behar  Ally  Cawn,  and  fent  them 
to  Mr.  Middieton,   after  having  obliged  them  to  fign 
a  bond  for  fix^y  lacks  of  rupees :  They  were  thrown 
into  prifon  with  fetters  about  their  feet,  and  denied 
food  and  water.   I,  who  had  never,  even  in  my  dreams, 
experienced  fuch  an  oppreiiion,  gave  up  all  I  had,  to 
preferve  my  honour  and  dignity  :  But  this  would  not 
fatisfy  their  demands ;   ihey  charged  me  with  a  rupee 
and  a  half  batta  upon  each  Mohur,  and  oi^  this  account 
laid  claims  upon  me  to  the  amount  of  fix  lacks  fome 
thoufand  rupees,  and  lent  Major  Gilpin   to  txad:  the 
payment.     Major  Gilpin,  according  to  orders,  at  firft 
was  importunate;  but  being  a  man  of  experience,  and 
of  a  benevolent  difpofiii^n,,  when  he  was  convinced  of 
my  want  of  means,  he  changed  his  condu<5l,  and  was 
willing  to  apply  to  the  Shroffs  and  Bankers  to  lend  me 
the  money.     But  v/iih   the  lofs  of  my  Jaghires,  my 
credit  was  funk,  I   could  not  raife  the  fum ;  at  laft, 
feeling  my  helplefs  fuuation,   I  colle<5ied  my  wardrobe 
and  furniture,  to  the  amount  of  about  three  lacks  of 
rupees,  b.efides  fiity  thoufand  rupees  which  I'  borrowed 
from  one  place  or- other,  and  fent  Major  Gilpin  with  it 
to  Lucknow.     My  fufferings  did  not  terminate  here. 
The  diilurbanGes  of  Colonel   Hannay  and  Mr.  Gordon 
were  made  a  pretence   for  feizing  my  Taghire.     The 
ftate  of  the  m^atter  is  this :  When  Coioi^l  Hannay  was 
by  Mr.  Hafl'ngs  ordered  to  mar  A**  to  Benares-  during 
the  troubles  of  Cheit  Sing,  the  Colonel,  whdhadphm^ 
dered  the  whole  country  ^w  as  incapable  of pfGceeding^  ffoni  the 
union  of  thoufands  of  Zemi?idarSj  u-ho  had  Jeiied  this  fa^ 
vourable  opportunity  ;  they   harraifed  Mr.  Gordon   near 
Junivard,  and  the  Zemindars  of  that  place  and  Acber- 
pore  oppofed  his  march  from  thence,  tdl  he  arrived 
near  Sanda.     A§  the  SandaNutta,  from  its  gvertiov/ing, 
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was  difficult  to  crofs  without  a  boat,  Mr.  Gordon  fcnt 
to  the  Fouzdar  to  fuppiy  him:  He  replied,  the  boats 
were  all  in  the  river,  but  would,  according  to  orders, 
aHift  him  as  foon  as  poflible.  Mr.  Gordon's  fituation 
would  not  admit  of  his  waiting;  he  forded  the  Nutta 
tipon  his  Elephant,  and  was  hofpitably  entertained  and 
protedted  by  the  Fouzdar  for  fix  days^  In  the  mean 
time  a  letter  was  received  by  me  from  Colonel  Han  nay, 
defiring  me  to  efcort  Mr.  Gordon  to  Fyzabad*  As  my 
friendfhip  for  the  Englifli  was  always  hncere,  I  readily 
complied,  and  fent  fome  companies  of  Nejfebs  to 
efcort  Mr.  Gordon,  and  all  his  ef[^Cts,  to  Fyzabad ; 
where  having  provided  for  his  entertainment,  I  effected 
his  jun61:ion  with  Colonel  Hannay.  The  letters  of 
thanks  I  received  from  both  thefe  gentlemen,  upon  this 
occafion,  are  ftill  in  my  pofTeffion ;  copies  of  which  I 
gave  in  charge  to  Major  Gilpin,  to  be  delivered  to 
Mr.  Middleton,  that  he  might  forward  them  to  the 
Governor  General.  To  be  brief,  thofewho  have  loaded 
me  with  accufations,  are  now  clearly  convidled  of 
falfehood.  But  is  it  not  extraordmary,  that  notw^i^h- 
{landing  the  juftnefs  of  my  caufe,  that  nobody  relieves 
my  misfortunes?  Why  did  Major  Gilpin  return  with- 
out effedt  ? 

My  prayers  have  been  conftantly  offered  to  heaven 
for  your  arrival^  report  has  announced  it;  for  which 
reafon  I  have  taken  up  the  pen,  and  requeft  you  wdll 
not  place  implicit  confidence  in  my  accufers,  bur, 
weighing  in  the  fcale  of  juftice  their  falfehoods  and  my 
reprefentations,  you  will  exert  your  influence  in  putting 
a  period  to  the  misfortunes  with  which  I  am  over- 
whelmed. 


(%v 


ARTICLE      IV. 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Ham dy  to  Jewar  Ally  CaivH 
and  Bahar  Ally  Cawn, 


\  had  the  pleafure  to  receive  your  friendly  lettei^, 
fraught  with  benevolence  ;  and  whatever  favours  you', 
my  friends,  have  been  pleafed  to  confer  refpedling  Miv 
Gordon,  afforded  me  the  greateft  pleafure* 

Placing  a  firm  reliance  on  your  fricndfh^p,  I   am   irtl 
expedtation  that  the  aforefaid  gentleman,  with  his  bag- 
gage, will  arrive  at  Fyzabad  in  fafety,  that  the  izmt 
may  oblige  and  afford  fatisfadion  to  me. 

A  letter  from  Mr.  Gordon  is  inclofed  to  yo'u— I  an^ 
in  expectation  of  its  being  inclofed  in  a  cover  to  the: 
Aumil  of  Sam? da,  to  the  end  that  the  Aumil  may  for- 
ward it  to  the  above-mentioned  gentleman^  and  pro* 
cure  his  reply.  Whenever  the  anfwer  arrives,  let  it  be 
delivered  to  Hoolas  Roy,  who  will  forward  it  to  me. 

Always  rejoice  me  by  a  few  lines  refpecfVing  youi 
healrh  (continue  to  honour  me  with  youi^  correfp6H- 
dence») 


CoDT 


ARTICLE      I\%  14? 


Copy  of  a  letter  from  Gqlonel  Hannay  to  Jew  at  <ini  Bahar 

Ally  Cawn,. 


Cawn  Salb,  rqy  indulgent  friends,  remain  under  the 
prote6tion  of  God. 

Your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindnefs,  accom- 
panied by  an  honorary  letter  from  the  Begum  Saib,  of 
exalted  dignity,  and  enclofing  a  letter  from  Mr*  Gor- 
don, fent  through  your  Hircarahs,  obliged  and  re- 
joiced me. 

With  refpect  to  what  you  communicate  regarding 
your  not  having  received  an  anfwer  to  your  friendly 
epiftle,  I  became  perfedly  aftonifhed,  as  a  reply  was 
written  from  Mohadree ;  it  may  be  owing  to  the  danger 
of  the  road  that  it  never  arrived;  not  to  the  fmalleft 
negiedt  on  my  fide  (or  of  mine.) 

I  now  fend  two  letters  tp  you;  one  by  the  Dawk 
people,  and  the  ftcond  by  one  of  my  Hircarahs  (who 
will  prefent  them  to  you)  which  you  certainly  will 
receive^ 

I  am  extremely  well  contented  and  plcafed  with  the 
friendihip  you  have  Ihewn. 

Vou  wrote  me,  to  remain  perfeftly  eafy  concerning 
Mr. Gordon. — Verily,  from  the  kindnefs  of  you,  my 
indulgent  friends,  my  heart  is  quite  eafy.  You  alfo 
obferved  and  mentioned,  that  as  Mr.  Gordon's  coming 
with  thofc  attached  to  him  (probably  his  fepoys  ^nd 
others)  might  be  attended  with  difficulty,  if  I  ap- 
proved^  he  Ihould  be  invited  alqne  to  Fyzabad,--My 

friends^ 
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friends,  I  place  my  expedlation  entirely  upon  your 
friendih'ps,  and  leave  it  to  you  to  adopt  the  manner  in 
which  the  laid  gentltrman  may  arrive  in  fecurity,  with- 
out mokitation  at  Fyzabad ;  bat  at  the  fame  time,  let 
the  plan  be  fo  managed  that  it  may  not  come  to  the 
knowledge  of  any  Zemindars  ;  in  this  cafe,  you  are 
men  of  difcernmenr.  However^  be  is  to  come  to 
Fyzabad  -,  extend  your  affiflance  and  endeavours. 

It  is  probable  that  the  Begum  Saib,  of  high  dignity, 
has  received  authentic  intelligence  from  the  camp  ^X 
Benares.     Favour  me  with  the  contents  or  purport. 

From  Mr.  Gordon's  letter,  I  underftand  that  Mirza 
Imaum  Bakfh,  whom  you  difpatched  thither  (Saunda) 
has,  and  itill  continues  to  pay,  oreat  attention  to  that 
gejitiemaq  -,  which  aliords  mc  great  pleafure. 


An  anfwer  to  the  Begum's  letter  is  to  be  prefented. 
I  al(p  fend  a  letter  for  Mr.  Gordon,  which  pleafe  to 
/or  ward. 


At^ 
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An  addrefs  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  the  Begurn^ 


Begum  Salb,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generofity^  &c; 
whom  God  prefer ve. 

Your  exalting  letter,  fraught  with  grace  and  bene- 
volence,  that  through  your  unbounded  generofity  and 
goodnefs  was  fent  through  grace  and  favour,  I  had  the 
honour  to  receive  in  a  fortunate  moment;  and  what- 
ever you  were  pkafed  to  write  refpeding  Mr.  Gordon, 
that  at  this  time  the  fhort-fighted  and  deluded  ryots 
had  carried  their  difturbances  and  ravages  beyond  all 
bounds,  Mr.  Gordon's  coming  with  his  whole  peo- 
"  pie  (or  adherents)  might  be  attended  with  difficulty; 
"  and  therefore,  if  I  chofe,  he  Ihould  be  invited  to 
*^  come  alone."  Now,  as  your  highnefs  is  the  beft 
judge,  your  faithful  fervant  repofeth  his  moft  unbound- 
ed hopes  and  expectation  upon  your  highnefs,  that  the 
aforefaid  Mr.  Gordon  ma;/ arrive  at  Fyzabad  without 
any  apprehenlion  or  danger,  I  (hall  be  then  extremely 
honoured  and  obliged, 

^l  Confidering  me  in  the  light  of  a  firm  and  faithful 
ervant,  continue  to  honour  and  exalt  me   by   your 
letters. 

What  further  can  I  fay  ? 


U  A  copy 
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ARTICLE      Vr. 


A  copy  of  an  addrefs  from  Mr,  Gordon  to  the  Begum* 

Begum  Saib,  of  exalted  dignity  and  generofity, 
whom  God  preferve. 

After  prefenting  the  ufual  profeflions  of  fervitude, 
&c.  in  the  cnflomary  manner,  my  addrefs  is  prefented. 

Your  gracious  letter,  in  anfwer  to  the  petition  of 
your  fervant  from  Goondah,  exalted  me.  From  the 
contents,  I  became  unfpeakably  impreffed  with  the 
honour  it  conferred.  May  the  Ah"nighty  protect  that 
royal  purity,  and  beftow  happinefs,  increafe  of  wealth, 
and  profperity. 

The  welfare  of  your  fervant  is  entirely  owing  to  your 
favour  and  benevolence,  A  few  days  have  elapfed  fince 
I  arrived  ac  Goondah  with  the  Colonel  Saib. 

This  is  prefented  for  your  highnefs's  information, 
I  cherifn  hopes  from  your  generofity,  that  confidering 
me  in  the  light  of  one  of  your  fervants,  always  continue 
to  exalt  and  honour  me  with  your  gracious  letters. 

May  the  fun  of  profperity  continually  fhine. 


ARTICLE      IV.  J5t 


Copy  of  a  letter  to  Mahumed  Jewar  Ally  Cazvn  and  Bahar 
Ally  CawHy  from  Mr*  Gordon* 

Sirs,  my  Indulgent  friends. 

Remain  under,  &c.  &c. 

After  compliments.  I  have  the  pleafure  to  acquaint 
you,  that  yefterday,  having  taken  leave  of  you,  I  paffed 
the  night  at  Noorgunge,  and  next  morning  about  ten 
or  eleven  o'clock,  through  your  favour  and  benevo- 
lence, arrived  fafe  at  Goondah.  Mur  Aboo  Bukfh, 
Zemindar,  and  Mur  Ruftum  Ally,  accompanied  me. 

To  what  extent  can  I  prolong  the  praifes  of  you,  my 
beneficent  friends?  May  the  fupreme  being,  for  this 
benign,  compaffionate,  humane  adtion,  have  you  in 
his  keeping,  and  increafe  your  profperity,  and  fpecdiiy 
grant  me  the  pleafure  of  an  interview.  Until  which 
time  continue  to  favour  me  with  friendly  letters,  and 
oblige  me  by  any  commands  in  my  power  to  execute* 

May  your  willies  be  ever  crowned  with  fuccefs  ! 

My  compliments,  &c.  &c«  &c. 


O^y 


XS^^  ARTICLE       1Y: 

Copy  of  a  letter  from  Colonel  Hannay  to  Jewar  Ally  CawM 
and  Bahar  Ally  Cawn. 

Cawn  Saib,  my  indulgent  friends, 

Remain  under  the  protection  of  the  Supreme  Being. 

After  compliments  and  lignifying  my  earneft  delirc 
of  an  interview,  I  addrefs  you. 

Your  friendly  letter,  fraught  with  kindnefs,  I  had 
the  pleafure  to  receive  in  a  propitious  hour,  and  your 
inexpreffible  kindnefs  in  fending  for  Mur  NafTar  Ally 
with  a  force  to  Taunda  for  the  purpofe  of  condu6ling 
Mr.  Gordon  with  all  his  baggage,  who  is  now  arrived 
at  Fyzabad. 

This  event  has  afforded  me  the  mod  exceffive  plea- 
"fure  and  fatisfadlion.  May  the  Omnipotence  preferve 
you,  my  lleadfafl  firm  friends.  The  pen  of  friendfhip 
itfelf  cannot  fufficiently  exprefs  your  generofity  and 
benevolence,  and  that  of  the  Begum  of  high  dignity, 
who  fo  gracioufly  has  interefted  herfelf  in  this  matter, 
Inclofed  is  an  addrefs  for  her,  which  pleafe  to  forward, 
1  hope  from  your  friendfhip,  until  we  meet,  you  will 
continue  to  honour  me  with  an  account  of  your  health 
and  welfare.     What  further  can  I  write  ^ 


No,  V, 
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Revolutions    in    Farruckabad., 
No.    I. 

THAT  a  Prince  called  Ahmed  Khan,  was  a  fa- 
mily amongft  the  moll:  diftinguifhed  in  Hindo- 
flan,  and  of  a  nation  famous  through  that  empire  for 
its  valour  in  acquiring,  and  its  policy  and  prudencfe 
in   well   governing   the   territories  it   had   acquired, 
called  the  Patans  or  Afghauns,  of  which  the  Rohillas 
were  a  branch.     The  faid  Ahmed  Khan  had  fixed  his 
refidence  in  the  city  of  Farruckabad;  and  in  the  firft 
wars  of  this  nation  in  India,  the  faid  Ahmed  Khan  at- 
tached himfelf  to  the  Company,  againft  Sujah  Dowlah, , 
then  an  enemy,  now  a  dependent  on  that  Company. 
Ahmed  Khan,  towards  the  clofe  of  this  life,  was  dif- 
pofTeffed  of  a  large  part   of  his  dominions,  by  the 
prevalence   of  the  Mahratta  power;   but  his    fon,  a 
minor,  fucceeded  to  his  pretenlions,  and   to  the  re- 
mainder of  his  dominions.     The  Mahrattas  were  ex- 
pelled by  Sujah  ul  Dowlah,  the  late  Vizier;  who,  find- 
ing a  want  of  the  fervices  of  the  fon  and  fucceflbr  of 
Ahmed  Khan,  called  MuzufFer  Jung,  did  not  only- 
guarantee  him  in  the  pofleffion  of  what  he  then  ad:u- 
ally  held,  but  engaged  to  reftore  all  the  other  territo- 
ries which  had  been  occupied  by  the  Mahrattas :  and 
this  was  confirmed  by  repeated  treaties   and  folemn 
oaths,  by  the  late  Vizier,  and   by  the   prefent ;  but 
neither  the  late  nor  the  prefent  Vizier  fulfilled  their 
engagements,   or   obferved   their   oaths ;    the  former 
having  withheld   what  he  had  flipulated  to  reftore; 
and  the  latter,  not  only   fubjedting  him  to  a  tribute^j 
inflead'of  reftoring  him  to  what  his  father  had  unjuftly 
withheld;    and  having  made   a  farther   invafion,  by 
depriving  him  of  fifteen  of  his  diflrife,  levying  the 
tribute  of  the  whole  on  the  little  that  remained,  and 
did  put  the  fmall  remains  of  his  territory  under  a  fe- 
queflrator  or  colk^^or  appointed  by  Almas  Ali  Khan^ 

X  whd 
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wlio  did  grievoufly  afilidk  and  opprefs  the  prince  and 
territory  aforefaid. 

11. 

That  the  hardfhips  of  his  cafe  being  frequently  re- 
prefented  to  Warren  Hallings,  Efq.  he  did  fuggei^  a 
doubt,  whether  ^'  That  little  ought  to  be  flill  fubject 
^^  to  tribute/'  indicating,  that  the  faid  tribute  might 
be  hard  and  inequitable;  but  whatever  its  jultice 
might  have  been,  that  "  from  the  earliefi  -period  of 
our  conne6:ion  with  the  prefent  Nabob  of  Oude, 
it  had  invariably  continued  a  part  of  the  funds  af- 
figned  by  his  Excellency  as  a  provifion  for  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  feveral  public  demands  of  this  govern- 
went  (Calcutta)  upon  him ;  and  in  confequence  of 
the  powers  the  Board  deemed  it  expedient  to  veil  \vi 
*'  the  Refident  at  his  Court,  for  the  collection  of  the 
Company's  ailignments,  a  Sezawall  (a  Sequeilrator) 
has  always  been  ilationed  to  enforce,  by  every  means 
in  his  power,  the  payment  of  the  tribute/'  And 
the  faid  tribute  was,  in  confequence  of  this  arrange- 
ment, not  paid  to  the  Nabob,  but  to  the  Britiih  Re- 
ident  at  Oude  j;  and  the  fame  being  therefore  under 
the  dirediion,  and  for  the  fole  ufe  of  the  Company, 
and  indeed  the  Prince  himfelf  wholly  dependent,  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  faid  Company  were  refponlibk 
for  the  protection  of  the  P^rince^  and  for  the  good  go- 
vernment of  the  country. 

IIL 
THAT  the   faid  Warren  Haflings  did,   on  the 
22d  of  May  17B0,  reprefent  to  the  Board  of  Calcutta 
the  condition  of  the  faid  country  in  the  following 
manner  : 


"  The  total  want  of  all  order,  regularity,  or  autho* 
rity  in  his  government  (the  Farruckabad  govern- 
ment) to  which,  among  other  obvious  caufes,  it  may, 
no  doubt,  be  owing,  that  the  country  of  Farruck- 
abad is  become  an  almoft  entire  wafle^  zvithout  eulti- 
vation  or  inhabitants  ^  that  the  capital,  which,  but 

*^  a  very 
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'^^  a  very  ftiort  time  ago,  was  diflinguiihed  as  one 
of  the  moft  populous  and  opulent  commercial  cities 
in  Hindoflan,  at  prefent  exhibits  nothing  but  fcenes 
*^  of  the  moft  wretched  poverty,  defolation,  and  mi- 
fery;  and  that  the  Nabob  himfelf,  though  in  pof- 
feffion  of  a  trad:  of  country,  which,  with  only  coni- 
**  mon  care,  is  notorioully  capable  of  yielding  an  an- 
*^  nual  revenue  of.  between  thirty  and  forty  lacks 
(three  or  four  hundred  thoufa-nd  pounds)  with  no 
military  eftablijhment  to  maintain^  Jcarcely  commanding 
the  means  of  bar^  fubfiftmce**  And  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  taking  into  oonlideration  the  faid  ftate  of  the 
country  and  its  prince,  and  the  latter  had  "  preferred 
^^  frequent  complaints,  (which  complaints  the  faid 
*'  Haftings,  to  that  time,  did  not  lay  before  the  Board, 
*'  as  his  duty  required)  of  the  hardjhips  and  indignv- 
**  ties  to  which  he  is  fubjeded  by  the  condud:  of  the 
*^  Sezawall  (Sequeftrator)  flationed  in  the  country 
^*  for  the  purpofe  of  levying  the  annual  tribute, 
**  which  he  is  bound  by  treaty  to  pay  to  the  Soubah 
*'  of  Oude  ;^'  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  did  de- 
clare himfelf  "  extremely  defirous,  as  well  from  mo- 
*^  tives  of  common  jufiice,  as  dMe  regard  to  the  rank 
*^  which  that  Chief  holds  among  the  Princes  of  Hindoflan^ 
^^  of  affording  him  relief."  And  he,  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings,  as  the  means  of  the  faid  relief,  did, 
with  the  confent  of  the  Board,  order  the  faid  native 
Sequeftator  to  be  removed,  and  an  Englifti  Refident, 
a  fervant  of  the  Company,  to  be  appointed  in  his 
room,  declaring,  ''  he  underftood  a  local  interference 
*^  to  be  indifpenfably  necejfary  for  realizing  the  Vizier's 
*^  juft  demands." 

IV. 

THAT  the  faid  native  Sequeftrator  being  withdrau^n, 
and  a  Refident  appointed,  no  complaint  whatever, 
concerning  the  colled:idn  of  the  revenue,  or  of  any 
indignities  offered  to  the  Prince  of  the  country,  or  op- 
preflion  of  his  fubjedts  by  the  faid  Refident,  was  made 
to  the  Superior  Council  at  Calcutta  ;  yet,  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings  did,  neverthelefs,  in  a  certain  paper, 

X  z  purport- 
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purporting  to  be  a  treaty  made  at  Chunar  with  the 
Nabob  of  Oude  on  the  19th  of  September  1781,  at 
the  requefl  of  the  faid  Nabob,  confent  to  an  article 
therein,  *'  That  no  Engliih  refident  be  appointed  to 
<^  Farruckabad,  and  that  the  prefent  be  recalled;*'  and 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  knowing  that  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  was  ill  affected  towards  the  faid  Nabob  of  Far- 
ruckabad, and  that  he  was  already  fuppofed  to  have 
opprefled  him,  did  jullify  his  conduct  on  the  princi- 
ples, and  in  the  following  words ;  "  That  if  the 
*'  Nabob,  MuzufFer  Jung,  muji  endure  opprellion, 
^^  (and  I  dare  not  at  this  time  propofe  his  total  relief  ) 
f^  it  concerns  the  reputation  of  our  Government  to 
f  ^  remove  our  participation  in  it  J'  And  the  faid  War- 
ren Mailings  making,  recording,  and  acting  upon 
the  firll  of  the  faid  falfe  and  inhuman  fuppofitions, 
moil  fcandalous  to  this  nation ;  namely,  that  Princes 
paying  money  wholly  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company,  and 
dired:ly  to  its  agent,  for  the  maintenance  of  Britifli 
troops,  by  whofe  force  and  power  the  faid  revenue  was  in 
effcA  colled:ed,  mull  of  necelHty  endure  oppreflion,  and 
that  our  Government  at  any  time  dare  not  propofe 
their  total  relief,  was  an  high  offence  and  mifdemea- 
nor  in  the  faid  Warren  Hallings ;  and  the  rather,  be- 
caufe  in  the  faid  treaty,  as  well  as  before  and  after,  the 
faid  Hallings,  who  pretended  not  to  dare  to  relieve 
thofe  opprefled  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  did  alTume  a 
complete  authority  over  the  faid  Nabob  himfelf,  and 
did  dare  to  opprefs  him. 

THAT  the  fecond  principle  afTumed  by  the  faid 
Warren  Hallings,  as  ground  for  voluntarily  abandon* 
ing  the  protedtion  of  thofe  whom  he  had  before  un- 
dertaken to  relieve,  on  the  file  ftrength  of  his  own  au- 
thority^ and  in  full  confidence  of  the  lawful  foundation 
thereof,  and  for  delivering  over  the  perfon  fo  taken 
into  prote(5lion,  under  falfe  names  and  pretended  de- 
fcriptions,  to  known  oppreflion ;  alTerting,  that  the 
reputation  of  the  Company  was  faved  by  removing  this 
.apparent  participation,  when  the  new^  as  well  as  the 

old 
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old  arrangements,  were  truly  and  fiibllanlially  adls  of 
the  Britifh  Government,  was  difingenuous,  deceitful, 
and  ufed  to  cover  unjufllfiable  defigns ;  fince,  the  faid 
Warren  Hailings  well  knew,  that  all  oppreffions  exer- 
cifed  by  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  were  folely,  and  in  this 
inftance  particularly,  upheld  by  Britifh  force,  and 
were  imputed  to  this  nation  :  and  becaufe  he  himfelf, 
in  not  more  than  three  days  after  the  execution  of  this 
treaty,  and  in  virtue  thereof,  dired:ed  the  Britifh  Refi- 
dent  at  Oude,  in  orders,  to  which  he  required  his  moft 
implicit  obedience,  "  That  the  Minifters  (the  Nabob  of 
^'  Oude's  Minlflers)  are  to  chufe  all  aumils  and  coU 
*^  ledtors  of  revenue  with  your  concurrence/'  And 
the  dishonour  to  the  Company,  in  thus  deceitfully  con- 
curring in  opprefhon,  which  they  were  able,  and  were 
bound,  to  prevent,  is  much  aggravated  by  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings's  receiving  from  the  perfon,  to  whofe 
oppreflion  he  had  delivered  the  faid  Prince,  as  a  pri- 
vate gift  or  donation,  to  himfelf,  and  for  his  own  ufe, 
a  fum  of  money,  amounting  to  one  hundred  thoufand 
pounds  and  upwards,  which  might  give  juH  ground 
of  fufpicion,  that  the  faid  gift  from  the  opprefTor  to 
the  perfon  furrendering  the  perfon  injured  to  his 
mercy,  might  have  had  fome  fhare  in  the  faid  criminal 
tranfad:ion. 

VI. 

THAT  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  (in  the  pa» 
per  juflifying  the  faid  furrender  of  the  Prince,  put  by 
himfelf  under  the  protection  of  the  Eafl-India  Com- 
pany) afTert,  ^^  That  it  was  a  fadt,  that  the  Nabob 
*'  Muzuffer  Jung  (the  Nabob  of  Farruckabad)  is 
*^  equally  urgent  with  the  Nabob  Vizier  for  the  re- 
*^  moval  of  a  Refident,"  without  producing,  as  he, 
ought  to  have  done,  any  document  to  prove  his  im- 
probable afTertion  ;  namely,  his  alTertion,  that  the  op- 
prelTed  Prince  did  apply  to  his  known  enemy  and  op- 
prelTor,  the  Nabob  of  Oude  (who,  if  he  would,  was 
not  able  to  relieve  him  againfl  the  will  of  the  Englifh 
Government)  rather  than  to  that  Englifh  Government 
which  he  mult  have  conceived  to  be  more  impartial, 

to 
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to   which   he   had  made  his   former   complaint,  and 
which  was  alone  able  to  relieve  him. 

VII. 

THAT  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  the  faid  writ- 
ing, did  farther  convey  an  infmuation  of  an  ambiguous, 
but,  on  any  conftrudtion,  of  a  fufpicious  and  dangerous 
import ;  viz.  "  It  is  a  fad:,  that  Mr.  Shee's  (the  Re- 
^'  iident's  )  authority  over  the  territory  of  Farrucka- 
*^  bad,  is  in  itfelf  as  much  fubveriive  of  that  (of  the 
^^  lawful  rulers)  as  that  of  the  Vizier's  Aumil  (Collec- 
^^  tor)  ever  was,  and  is  the  more  opprefftve,  as  the 
<^^  power  from  whence  it  is  derived  is  greater.''  The 
faid  affertion  proceeds  upon  a  fuppofition  of  the  ille- 
gality, both  of  the  Nabob's  and  the  Company's  govern- 
ment ;  all  conlideration  of  the  title  to  authority  being 
therefore  on  that  fuppofition  put  out  of  the  queftion, 
and  the  whole  turning  only  upon  the  exercife  of  autho- 
lity,  the  faid  Haftings's  fuggeftion,  that  the  oppreflion  of 
Government  muil  be  in  proportion  to  its  power,  is  the 
refult  of  a  falfe  and  dangerous  principle,  and  fuch  as 
it  is  criminal  for  any  perfon,  entruHed  with  the  lives 
and  fortunes  of  men,  to  entertain,  much  more  publicly 
to  profefs  as  a  rule  of  adiion ;  as  the  fame  hath  a  di- 
rect tendency  to  make  the  new  and  powerful  govern- 
ment of  this  kingdom  in  India,  dreadful  to  the  na- 
tives, and  odious  to  the  world. 

But  if  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  mean  thereby 
indiredily  to  infinuate,  that  opprellions  had  been  adtu- 
ally  exercifed  under  the  Britilh  authority,  he  was 
bound  to  inquire  into  thefe  oppreflion s,  and  to  animad- 
vert on  the  perfon  guilty  of  the  fame,  if  proof  thereof 
could  be  had;  and  the  more,  as  the  authority  was 
given. by  himfelf,  and  the  perfon  exercifing  it,  was  by 
himfelf  alfo  narned.  And  the  faid  Warren  Hallings 
did,  on  another  occafion,  aflert  that  "  whether  they 
^'  were  vv^ell  or  ill  founded,  he  never  had  an  opportu- 
f  ^  nity  to  afcertain.'*  ^  But  it  is  not  true,  that  the  faid 
Haflings  did,  or  could,  want  fuch  opportunity;  the 
fad:  being,  that  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  never 
caufe  any  inquiry  to  be  made  into  any  fuppofed  abufe$ 
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during  the  faid  refidency ;  but  did  give  a  penfion  of 
fifteen  hundred  pounds  a  year  to  the  faid  late  Relident, 
as  a  compenfation  to  him  for  an  injury  received;  and 
did  afterwards  promote  the  Relident,  as  a  faithfnl  fer- 
vant  of  the  Company,  (and  nothing  appears  to  ihew 
him  otherwife)  to  a  judicial  office  of  high  truft,  thereby- 
taking  away  all  credit  from  any  grounds  alTerted  or 
infinuated  by  the  faid  Haftings,  for  delivering  the  faid 
Nabob  of  Farruckabad  to  the  hand  of  a  known  enemy 
and  ^opprelTor,  who  had  already,  contrary  to  repeat* 
ed  treaties,  deprived  him  of  a  large  part  of  his  ter- 
ritories. 

VIII. 

THAT  on  the  faid  Warren  Haflings's  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  tranfadtion  aforefaid  to  the  Court  of 
Diredlors,  they  did  heavily  and  juflly  cenfure  the  faid 
Warren  Halvings  for  the  fame ;  and  did  convey  their 
cenfure  to  him,  recommending  relief  to  the  fufFering 
Prince,  but  without  any  order  for  fending  a  newRe- 
fident ;  beings  as  it  may  be  fuppofed,  prevented  from 
taking  that  Itep  by  the  faith  of  the  treaty  made  at 
Ghunar. 

IX. 

THAT  all  the  oppreflions  forefeen  by  him,  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings,  when  he  made  the  article  afore- 
faid in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  did  actually  happen;  for 
immediately  on  the  removal  of  the  Britifh  Refident, 
the  country  of  Farruckabad  was  fubjedted  to  the  dif- 
cretion  of  a  certain  native  manager  of  revenue,  called 
Almas  All  Khan,  who  did  impovcrifli  and  opprefs  the 
country  and  infult  the  Prince,  and  did  deprive  him  of 
all  fubliftence  from  his  own  eftates ;  taking  from  him 
even  his  gardens  and  the  tombs  of  his  anceflors^  and 
the  funds  for  maintaining  the  fame. 

X. 

THAT  on  complaint  of  thofe  proceedings,  the 
faid  Haftings  did,  of  his  own  authority,  and  without 
communicating  with  his  Council^  dire(5t  the  native 
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colledtor  aforefaid  to  be  removed,    and  the  territory 
of  Farruckabad  to  be  left  to  the  fole  management  of 
its    natural  Prince.     But    in  a   Ihort    time,    the  faid 
Mailings,  pretending  to  receive  many  complaints,  pur- 
porting,   that   the    tribute   to   the   Nabob    remained 
wholly  unpaid ;  and  the  agent  to  the  Prince  of  Far- 
ruckabad,   at  the    Prefidency,    and   afterwards  chief 
manager  to  the  Prince  aforefaid,  having,  as  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings  faith,  "  had  the  infolence  to  propa- 
*'  gate  a  report,  that  the   interference   to  which   his 
**  mailer  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  pur-* 
*^  chafed  thxou^  him,"  he,  the  faid  Haflings,  did  again 
(but  as  before,  without  the   Council)    withdraw  his 
protedlion  and  interference  altogether  on  or  about  the 
month  of  Augufl  1782,  and  did  fignify  his  refolu- 
tion,  through  the  Reiident  Middleton,  to  the  Nabob 
Vizier.    But  the  faid  Haitings  alTerts,  that,  "  the  con- 
*^  fequence  of  this  his  own  fecond  dereli(ftion  of  the 
**  Prince  of  Farruckabad,  was  an  aggravated  renewal 
*^  of  the  Jeverities  exercifed  againfl  his  government, 
**  and  the  re-appointment  of  a  Sezawall,  with  powers 
**  delegated  or  aflumed,  to  the  utter  extin^ion   of  the 
**  rights    of  MuzufFer  Jung,  and  actually    depriving 
*^  him  of  the  means  of  fubliilence."     And   the  faid 
Haflings  did  receive,  on  the  i6th  of  February  1783, 
from  the  Prince  aforefaid,  a  bitter  complaint  of  the 
fame,  to  the  following  tenor  : 

"  The  miferies  which  have  fallen  upon  my  coun- 
*^  try,  and  the  poverty  and  diflrefs  which  have  been 
*^  heaped  upon  me,  by  the  re-appointment  of  the  Se- 
*^  zawall,  are  fuch,  that  a  relation  of  them  would, 
"  I  am  convinced,  excite  the  llrongefl  feelings  of 
*r  compafiion  in  your  breafl.  But  it  is  impoffible  to 
*^  relate  the;n  :  on  one  lide,  my  country  ruined  and 
*^  uncultivated  to  a  degree  of  defolation  which  exceeds 
*^  all  defcription ;  on  the  other,  my  domeflic  concerns 
*^  and  connedlions  involved  in  fuch  a  fate  of  dijlrefs 
*^  and  horror,  that  even  the  relations,  the  children,  and 
^'  the  wives  of  my.  father  are  Jlarving,  in  want  of  daily 

tread,  and  are  on  the  point  of  flying  voluntary  exiles 
'  from  their  country,  and  from  each  other ^ 
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But  although  the  fald  Haflings  did,  on  the  i6th  of 
February,  receive  and  adn:iit  the  juftice  of  the  faid 
complaint,  and  did  not  deny  the  urgent  neceflity  of  re- 
drefs,  the  faid  letter  containing  the  following  fentence  ; 
*^  If  there  fliould  be  any  delay  in  your  acceptance  of 
"  this  propofal,  my  exiftence,  and  the  exijience  of  my  fa- 
*^  mily^  will  hecome  difficult  and  doubtful 'y^  and  although 
he  did  admit  the  interference  to  be  the  more  uro-entlv 
demanded,  "  as  the  fervices  of  the  Engllib  troops 
**^  have  been  added  to  enforce  the  authority  of  the 
"  Sezawall ;"  and  although  he  admits  alfo,  that  even 
before  that  time  limilar  complaints  and  applications 
had  been  made  ;  yet  he  did  withhold  the  faid  letter  of 
complaint,  a  minute  of  which  he  alTerts  he  had,  at  or 
about  that  time,  prepared  for  the  relief  of  the  fuf- 
ferer,  from  the  Board  of  Council,  and  did  not  fo  much 
as  propofe  any  thing  relative  to  the  fame  for  fe\^'n 
months  after,  viz.  until  the  6th  of  Odiober  1783; 
the  faid  letter  and  minute  being,  as  he  alTerts,  '^  with- 
**  held^  from  caufes  not  necejfary  to  mention^  from  pre- 
^^  fcntation ;"  by  which  means  the  faid  country  and 
Prince  did  fuffer  a  long  continuance  of  unnecefTary 
hardihip  ;  for  which  the  faid  Haflings  confeiTed  it  was 
his  duty  to  relieve  them,  and  that  a  Britifh  Relident 
was  necefTary  at  Farruckabad,  ^'  from  a  fenfe  of  fub- 
miffion  to  the  implied  orders  of  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, in  their  letter  of  1783,  lately  received,  added 
to  the  conviSiion  I  have  LONG  SINCE  entertained 
of  the  neceffity  of  fuch  an  appointment y  for  the  prefer-' 
vation  of  our  national  credit,  and  the  means  of  re- 
fcuing  an  ancient  and  refpedtable  family  from  ruin." 

And  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  at  length  perform 
what  he  thought  had  long  ftnce  been  necefTary,  and  in 
contradiction  to  his  engagements  with  the  Nabob,  m 
the  treaty  of  Chunar;  and  again fl  his  flrong  remon-* 
flrances,  urging  his  humiliation  from  this  meafure,' 
and  the  faith  of  the  agreement,  and  againfl  his  own 
former  declaration,  that  it  concerned  the  reputation  of 
our  Government  to  remove  our  participation  in  the  op- 
preffions  which  he,  the  faid  Haflings,  fuppofed  the 
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Prince  of  Farruckabad  mufl  undergo,  did  once  more 
recommend  to  the  Council  a  Britifh  Reiident  at  Far- 
ruckabad, and  the  withdrawing  the  native  Sezawall ; 
no  courle  being  left  to  the  faid  Haflings  to  take,  which 
was  not  a  violation  of  fome  engagement,  and  a  con- 
tradition  to  fome  principle  of  juflice  and  policy  hj 
him  deliberately  advanced  and  entered  on  record, 

XL 

THAT  Mr.  Willes  being  appointed  Refident,  and 
having  arrived  at  Farruckabad  on  the  25th  of  Fe- 
bruary 1784,  with  inftrudions  to  inquire  minutely 
into  the  flate  of  the  country  and  the  ruling  family, 
he,  the  faid  R.ejSdent  Willes,  in  obedience  thereto, 
did  fully  explain  to  him  the  Governor  General,  the 
faid  Warren  Hastings,  (he  being  then  out  of  the  Com- 
pany's provinces;^  at  Lucknow,  an  a  delegation  which 
refpedled  this  very  country,  as  part  of  the  dependen- 
cies of  Oude)  the  fituation  of  the  province  of  Far- 
ruckabad ;  but  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  not  take 
©r  recommend  any  meafure  w^hatfoever  for  the  relief 
thereof,  in  confequence  of  the  faid  reprefentarion,  nor 
even  communicate  to  the  Council  General  the  faid  re^ 
prefentation ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  28th  of  June 
1783,  that  is,  fixteen  months  from  the  arrival  of  the 
Refident  at  his  flation,  that  any  thing  was  laid  before 
the  Board  relative  to  the  regulation  or  relief  of  the 
diftrelTed  country  aforefaid,  and  that  not  from  the  faid 
Warren  Hailings,  but  from  other  members  of  the 
Council ;  which  purpofed  neglect  of  duty,  joined  to 
the  preceding  wilful  delay  of  feven  months  in  propo- 
fing  the  faid  relief  originally,  caufed  near  two  years 
delay.  And  the  faid  W^arren  Hailings  is  farther  cul- 
pable in  not  communicating  to  the  Council  Board  the 
order  whicb^  he  had,  of  his  own  authority,  and  with- 
out any  powers  from  them,  given  to  the  laid  Refident 
Willes,  and  thereby  prevented  them,  and  did  thereby 
prevent  them  from  taking  fuch  fleps  as  might  coun- 
terad:  the  ill  effedts  of  the  faid  order;  which  order 
purported  that  the  faid  Willes  was  not  to  interfere 

with 
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With  the  Nabob  of   Farruckabad's  Government,   for 
the  regulation  of  which  he  was  in  etled:  appointed  to 
the  Refidency ;  declaring  as  follows :   "  1  rely  much 
*^  on  your  moderation  and  good  judgement,  which  1 
*'  hope  will  enable  you  to  regulate  your  condud:  to- 
*^  wards  the  Nabob  and  his  fervcints  in  fuch  a  manner, 
^^  that,  without  interfering  in  the  exeattive  part  of  his  go- 
*^  vernment,  you  may  render  him  eiiential  fervice  by 
*^  your  coundl  and  advice"     And  this  reil:rid:ion   the 
faid  Haftings  did  impoie,  which  totally  frufTrated  the 
purpofe  of   the   Refident's  miffion,   though   he   well 
knew,  and  had  frequently  Clated  th-e  extreme  imbeci- 
lity and  weaknefs  of  the  faid  Nabob  of  Farruckabad, 
and  his  fubjedtion  to  unworthy  fervants.     And  in  the 
minute  of  confuitation,  upon  which  he  founded   the 
appointment,    did    ftate  the   Nabob  of   Farruckabad 
''  as  a  weak  and  unexperienced  young  man,  who  had 
"  abandoned  himfelf  entkely  to  the  difc'retion  of  his 
*^  fervants  ;  and  the  reftoration  o^  his  independence 
^^  was  followed  by  a  total  breach  of  the  engageinents 
"  he  had  promifed  to  fulfil,  attended  by  pointed  in- 
*^  fiances  of  contumacy  and  difrefpecft/*     And  in  the 
faid  minute  the  faid  Haftings  adds,  (as  before  men- 
tioned) his  principal  lervant  and  manager  had  propa- 
gated  a   report,  that  the  "  interference  (namely,    his 
"  the  faid  Haftings's  interference)  to  which  his  maf- 
"  ter  owed  the  power  he  then  enjoyed,  was  purchafed 
"  by  him,"  the  principal  fervant  aforefaid;  yet  he, 
the  faid  Haftings,  who  had  affigned  on  record  the  cha- 
racter of  the  faid  Nabob,  and  the  conduct  of  his  fer- 
vants, and   the   aforefaid  report  of  his  principal  fer- 
vant, fo  highly  dilhonourable  to  him  the  faid  Haftings, 
as  reafons  for  taking  away  the  independency  of  the 
Nabob  of  Farruckabad,  and  the  fubjedting  him  to  the 
oppreftion  of  the  Nabob  of    Oude's    officer.    Almas 
Ali,  did  again  himfelf  eftablifti  the  pretended   inde- 
pendence of  the  faid  Prince  of  Farruckabad,  and  the 
real  independence  of  his  corrupt  and  perfidious  fer- 
vants, not  againft  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  but  againft  a 
Britiih  Refident  appointed  by  himfelf  ('^  as  a  charac- 
*'  ter  eminently  qualified  for  fuch  a  charge*')  for  the 
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corred'ion  of  thofe  evils,  and  for  rendering  the  Prince 
aforefaid  an  ufeful  ally  to  the  Con:ipany,  and  reftoring 
his  dominions  to  order  and  plenty. 

XII. 

THAT  the  faid  Hallings  did  not  only  difable  the 
Resident  at  Farruckabad  by  his  faid  prohibitory  letter, 
but  did  render  his  very  remaining  at  all  in  that  ftation 
perfecflly  precarious  by  a  fubfequent  letter,  rendering 
him  liable  to  difmillion  by  the  Vizier  ;  thereby  chang- 
ing the  tenure  of  the  Refidcnt's  office,  and  changing 
him  from  a  miniller  of  the  Company,  dependent  on 
the  Governor  General  and  Council,  to  a  dependent 
upon  an  unrefponlible  power;  in  this  alfo  adding  with- 
out the  Council,  and  by  his  own  ufurped  authority  :  and 
accordingly  the  faid  Refident  did  declare,  in  his  letter 
of  the  24th  of  April  1785,  "  that  the  iituation  of 
the  country  was  more  diilrefsful  than  when  he  (the 
Prince  of  Farruckabad)  addrefled  himfelf  for  relief 
in  1783,  and  that  he  was  forty  to  fay  that  his  ap- 
pointment at  Farruckabad  was  of  no  ufe."  That 
though  the  old  tribute  could  not  be  paid,  owing  to  fa- 
mine and  other  caufes,  it  was  increafed  by  a  new  im- 
position, making  the  whole  equal  the  encire  grqfs  pro- 
duce of  the  revenue ;  that  therefore  there  will  not  be 
*'  any  thing  for  the  Juhjijience  of  the  Nabob  and  family '* 
And  the  uncles  of  the  faid  Nabob  of  Farruckabad, 
the  brethren  of  the  late  Ahmed  Khan,  (who  had  ren- 
dered important  fervices  to  the  Company)  and  their 
children,  in  a  petition  to  the  Xeiident,  reprefented, 
that  foon  after  the  fucceffion  of  MuzufFer  Jung  "  their 
''  mifery  commenced.  The  jaghires  (lands  and  eilates) 
"  on  which  they  fubfiiled  were  difallowed.  Our  dif-" 
*5  trefs  is  great:  we  have  neither  clothes  nor  food, 
*'  Though  we  felt  hurt  at  the  idea  of  explaming  our 
^^  iituation,  yet,  could  we  have  found  a  mode  of  con- 
*'  veyance,  we  would  have  proceeded  to  Calcutta  for 
*^  redrefs.  The  fcarcity  of  grain  this  feafon  is  an  ad- 
"  ditional  misfortune.  With  difficulty  we  fuppore 
^^  life.     Fiom  your  prefence,  without  the  provinces, 
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we  expedt  relief.  It  is  not  the  cuilom  of  the  Com- 
pany to  deprive  the  zemindarsand  jaghurdars  of  the 
means  of  fubfiflence.     To  your  juftice  we  look  up." 


This  being  the  fituation  of  the  perfon  and  family  of 
the  Nabob  of  Farruckabad  and  his  neareft  relations, 
the  ftate  of  the  country  and  its  capital  prevented  from 
all  relief  by  the  faid  Warren  Hallings,  is  defcribed  in 
the  following  words  by  the  Relident  Willes  : 


Almas  AH  has  taken  the  purgunnah  of  Marara  at 
a  very  inadequate  rent,  and  his  Aumils  have  feized 
many  adjacent  villages :  the  purgunnahs  of  Cocut- 
mow  and  Souje  are  conftantly  plundered  by  his  peo- 
pko  The  collecftion  of  the  gauts  near  Futty  Ghur 
have  been  feized  by  the  Vizier's  Cutwal,  and  the 
zemindars  in  four  purgunnahs  are  fo  refradtory  as 
to  have  fortified  themfelves  in  their  gurries,  and  to 
refufe  all  payments  of  revenue.     This  is  the  Itate 
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^^  of  the   purgunnahs ;    and  Farruckabad,  which  ivas 
'^  once  the  feat  of  great  opulence  and  trade,  is  now  daily 

if 
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deferted  by  its  inhabitants.  Its  walls  mouldering  away ; 
without  police^  without  prote£lion ;  expofed  to  the  de- 
predations, of  a  banditti  of  two  or  three  hundred  robbers^ 
who,  night  after  night,  enter  it  for  plunder,  murdering 
all  who  oppofe  them,  'The  ruin  that  has  overtaken  this 
**  country  is  not  to  be  zvondered  at,  when  it  is  confidered 
*'  that  there  has  been  no  fate,  no  jiable  government  for  many 
"  years.  There  has  been  the  Nabob  Vizier's  autho- 
^^  rity,  his  miniflers,  the  Refidents  at  Lucknow,  the 
*^  Sezawalls,  the  camp  authority,  the  Nabob  Mu- 
*^  zuffer  Jung's,  and  that  of  twenty  dewans  or  ad- 
*^  v-ifers.  No  authority  fufhciently  predominant  to 
^^  eftablifh  any  regulations  for  the  benefit  of  the  coun- 
^^  try ;  whilft  each  authority  has  been  exerted  as  op* 
*^  portunity  offered  for  temporary  purpofes." 

*^  Such  being  the  prefent  deplorable  ftate  of  Far- 
'^  ruckabad  and  its  diftridts,  in  the  enfuing  year  it 
*^  will  be  in  vain  to  look  for  revenue,  if  fome  regula- 
*f  tiQmr^  equal  to  the  exigency^  be  not  adopted.     The 

^^  whole 
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whole  country  will  be  divided  between  the  neigf 
bouriixg  powerful  Aumils,  the  refractory  zemindars 
and  banditti  of  robbers  ;  and  the  Patans,  who  migh^. 
^^  be  made  ufeful  fubjefe,  will  fly  from  the  fcene  o\ 
anarchy.  The  crifis  appears  now  come,  that  either? 
fome  plan  of  government  fliould  be  refolved  on,  fc 
as  to  form  faithful  fubjedts  on  the  frontier,  or  the 
country  be  given  up  to  its  fate ;  and  if  it  be  aban- 
*^  doned,  there  can  be  little  doubt  but  that  the  Mahrat- 
*^  tas  will  gladly  feize  on  a  ilation  fo  favourable  to  in- 
*^  curiions  into  the  Vizier's  dominions,  will  attach  to 
*'  their  interefts  the  Hindoo  zemindars,  and  polTefs 
*'  themfelves  of  forts,  which,  with  little  expence,  be- 
*^  ing  made  formidable,  would  give  employment  per- 
*^  haps  to  the  whole  of  our  force^  fliould  it  ever  be 
^^  necelTary  to  recover  them/' 

XIIL 

THAT  the  Council  at  Calcutta,  on  the  reprefenta- 
tion  aforefaid,  made  by  the  Refident  at  Farruckabad, 
did  propofe  and  record  a  plan  for  the  better  govern- 
ment of  the  faid  country,  but  did  delay  the  execution 
of  the  fame  until  the  arrangements,  made  by  the  faid 
Hallings,  with  the  Nabob  Vizier  fliould  be  known  ; 
but  the  faid  Haftings,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  did  entirely 
fet  afide  any  plan  that  could  be  formed  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  upon  the  bails  of  a  Britifli  Refident  at  Farrucka- 
bad, by  engaging  with  the  faid  Nabob  Vizier,  that  no 
Britifli  influence  fnall  be  employed  within  his  domi- 
nions ;  and  he  has  engaged  to  that  Prince,  not  to  aban- 
don him  to  any  other  mode  of  relation ;  and  he  has  in- 
form.ed  the  Court  of  Directors,  that  the  territories  of 
the  Nabob  of  Oude  will  be  ruined,  if  Refidents  are 
fent  into  them;  obferving,  that  ^^  Refidents  never  will 
"  be  fent  for  any  other  purpofes  than  thofe  of  ven- 
^'  geance  and  corruption." 

XIV; 

THAT  the  faid  Warren  Hafl:ings  did  declare  to  the 
Court  of  Dirediors,  that^  in  his  opinion^  the  mode  of 

relief 
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relief  mo{l  effedual,  and  mofl  lenient,  with  regard  to 
Farruckabad,  would  be  to  nominate  one  of  the  family 
of  the  Prince  to  fuperintend  his  affairs,  and  to  fecure 
the  payments ;  but  this  plan,  which  appears  to  be  moft 
connected  with  the  rights  of  the  ruling  family,  whilft 
it  provides  againft  the  imbecility  of  the  natural  Lord, 
and  is  free  from  his  objed:ion  to  a  Refident,  is  the  only 
one  which  the  faid  Haflings  never  has  executed,  or 
even  propofed  to  execute. 

XV. 

THAT  the  faid  Railings,  by  the  agreements  afore- 
faid,  has  left  the  Company  in  fuch  an  alternative,  that 
they  can  neither  relieve  the  faid  Prince  of  Farruckabad 
from  oppreffion,  without  a  breach  of  the  engagements 
entered  into  by  him  the  faid  Mailings  with  the  Nabob 
Vizier,  in  the  name  of  the  Company,  nor  fufFer  him 
to  remain  under  the  faid  opprellion  without  violating, 
all  faith,  and  all  the  rules  of  jullice  with  regard  to 
him.  And  the  faid  Haflings  hath  dirediiy  made,  or 
authorifed,  no  lefs  than  fix  revolutions  in  lefs  than  five 
years,  in  the  aforefaid  harralTed  province ;  by  which 
frequent  and  rapid  changes  of  government,  all  of  them 
made  in  contradidiion  to  all  his  own  declared  motives 
and  reafons,  for  the  feveral  ad:s  fucceffively  done  and 
undone  in  this  tranfad:ion,  the  dillrelTes  of  the  coun- 
try, and  the  diforders  in  its  adminillration,  have  been 
highly  aggravated ;  and  in  the  faid  irregular  proceed-- 
ings,  and  in  the  grofs  and  complicated  violations  of 
faith  with  all  parties,  the  faid  Hallings  is  guilty  of 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors^ 


No.  VI. 
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No.  VI. 

Deftru6lion  of  the  Rajah  of  Sahlone, 

I. 

r'l^  HAT  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude,  Sujah  ul  Dow- 
I  lah,  did  (on  what  reafons  of  policy,  or  pre- 
tences of  juftice,  is  unknown)  difpofTefs  a  certain  na- 
tive perfon  of  diilindiion,  or  eminent  Rajah,  reliding 
in  the  country  of  Sahlone,  "  the  lineal  defcendant  of 
*'  the  moft  powerful  Hindoo  family  in  that  part  of 
*^  Hindoilan,"  of  his  patrimonial  eftate,  and  confer- 
red the  fame,  or  part  of  the  fame,  on  his  (the  Na- 
bob's) mother,  as  a  jaghire  [or  ellatel  for  the  term  of 
her  life  :  and  the  mother  of  the  Nabob,  in  order  ta 
quiet  the  country,  and  to  fatisfy,  in  fome  meafure,  the 
principal  and  other  inhabitants,  did  allow  and  pay  a 
certain  penfion  to  the  faid  Rajah ;  which  peniion,  on 
the  general  connfcation  of  jaghires,  (made  at  the  in- 
ftigation  of  the  faid  Warren  Hailings)  and  by  the  let- 
tincT  the  lands  fo  confifcated  to  farmers  at  rack  rents* 
w^as  difcontinued,  and  refufed  to  be  paid  ;  and  the  dif- 
continuance  of  the  faid  penfion,  "  on  account  of  the 
^^  perfonal  refped  borne  to  the  Rajah,  (as  connexions 
"  with  him  are  fought  for,  and  thought  to  confer  ho- 
*'  nour^' )  di^ci  caufe  an  univerfal  difcontent,  and  vio- 
lent commotions,  in  the  diftridt  of  Sahlone,  and  other 
pnrts  of  the  province  of  Oude,  with  great  confequent 
effulion  of  blood,  and  interruption,  if  not  total  dif- 
continuance,  to  the  colledion  of  the  revenues  in  thofe 
parts,  other  than  as  the  fame  was  irregularly,  and 
with  great  damage  to  the  country,  enforced  by  Britilh 
troops, 

II. 

..THAT  Mr.  Lumfdaine,  the  officer  employed  to 
j^educe  thofe  difordered  parts  of  the  province  to  fub- 
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Tniffion,  after  feveral  advantages  gained  over  the  Raja'h 
,and  his  adherents,  and  expelling  him  from  the  coun- 
tiy,  did  reprefent  the  utter  impoflibility  of  bring  ng  it 
to  a  permanent  fettlement  "  merely  by  forcible  me- 
^^  thods ;  as  in  any  of  his  (the  Rajah's)  incurlions  it 
^^  would  not  be  neceffary  to  bring  even  a  force  with 
him,  as  the  zemindars  [landed  proprietors  and  free- 
holders] are  much  attached  to  the  Rajah,  whom 
they  confider  as  .their  hereditary  prince,  and  never 
^'  fail  to  aiTiil:  him ;  and  that  his  rebellion  againfl  Go- 
"  vernment  is  not  looked  on  as  a  crime."  And  Mr. 
Lumfdaine  declared  it  "  as  his  clear  opinion,  that  the 
"  allowing  the  laid  E.ajah  apendon  fuitableto  his  rank 
^^  and  influence  in  the  country,  to  be  the  moil  certain 
<^'  mode  of  obtaining  a  permanent  peace;''  alledging, 
among  other  cogent  reafons,  ''  that  the  expence  of  the 
"  force  neceffary  to  be  employed  to  fubdue  the  coun- 
^^  try  might  be  fpared,  and:employed  elfewhere;  and 
5^  that  the  people  would  return  to  their  villages  with 
f/  their  cattle  and  effe&,  and  ;of  courfe  Goveniment 
*^  have  fome  fecurity -for -the  .revenue,  whereas  at^pre- 
*^  fent  they  have  none  „•'*  ..and  the  reprefentatloh  con- 
taining, that  prudent  and  tem^^erate  coiinfel,  given,  by 
a  military. man  of  undoubted  information,  and  perfed: 
experience .  in  the  local  circumftances  of  the  country, 
was  tranfmitted  by  the  Resident.  Brifiow  to  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings,  who  did  wilfully  .and  criminally' 
omit  to  order  any  relief  to  the  faid  Raja h^  in  confor- 
mity to  the  general  fenfe  and  wilhes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants; a  compliance  with  whofe  fo  reafonable.an  ex- 
pedlation,  his  duty  in  reiloring  the  tranquillity  of  the 
country,  and  in  retrieving  the  honour  fef  the  Englifli 
Cjovernnient,  did  abfolutcly  require.  But,  inflead  of 
making  fuch  provifion,  a  price  was  fet  upon  his  head.; 
and  feveral  bodies  of  Britifh  troops  being  employed  to 
purfue  him,  after  many  Ikirmiihes  and  much  blood- 
ihed,  and  mutual  wafteof  the  country,  the  faid  Rajah, 
honoured  and  refpedied  by  the  Datives,  w^as  hunted 
:dowii,  and  at  length  killed  in  a  thicket. 

Z     ;.  .     .     1^0.  VIL 


t  n^  1 


No.  VII. 

HAT  the  Court  of  Diredlors  of  the  Eafl-India 
Company  had  laid  down  the  following  funda- 
mental rules^  for  the  condu<^  of  fuch  of  the  Com- 
pany's bufinefs  in  Bengal,  as  could  be  performed  by 
contradt ;  and  had  repeatedly  and  flrid:ly  ordered  the 
Governor  and  Council  of  Fort  William  to  obferve 
thofe  rules  :  viz.  That  all  contradis  fhould  be  publicly 
advertifed,  and  the  moil  reafonable  propofals  accepted  ; 
that  the  contrafts  of  provifions  and  for  fumifhinp* 
draught  and  carriage  bullocks  for  the  army,  fliould  be 
mmual :  and,  that  they  fhould  not  fail  to  advertife  for 
and  receive  propofals  for  thofe  contradrs  every  year. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Hallings,  in  dired:  difobedience 
to  the  faid  pofitive  orders,  and,  as  the  Directors  them- 
felves  fay,  by  a  mofi  deliberate  breach  of  his  duiy^  did,  in 
September  1777,  accept  of  propofals  offered  by  Erneft 
Alexander  Johnfon,   tor  providing  draught  and   car- 
riage bullocks,  and  for  victualing  the  Europeans,  with- 
out advertifmg  for  propofals,  as  he  was  exprefsly  com^ 
manded  to   do,  and  extended  the  contract   for  three 
years ^  which  was  pofitively  ordere4  to  be  annual ;  and, 
notw^ithftanding  that  extenlion  of  the   period,  which 
ought  at  leaft  to  have  been  compenfated  by  fome  ad- 
vantage to  the  Company  in  the  conditions,  did  con- 
clude the  faid  contraft  ufon  terms  lefs  advantageous  than 
the  preceding  contratf,  and  therefore  not  on  the  lowefi  terms 
procurable : — 'I'hat  the  faid  Warren  Hailings,  in   de- 
fiance of  the  judgement  and  lawful  orders  of  his  fupe- 
riors,  which  in  this  cafe  left  him  no  option,  declared, 
that  he  difapproved  of  publifhing  for  propofals',  and  that 
the  contra^  was  reduced  too  low  already ;  thereby 'avow- 
ing himfelf  the  advocate  of  the  contradior,    agalnll 
whom,  as  reprefentative  of  the  Company,   and  guar- 
dian of  their  interefts,  he  properly  was  party,  and  pre- 
ferring the  advantage  of  the  Contractor  to  thofe  of  his 
owfi  conititiientjs  and  employers  i — That  the  Court  of 
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Dlredors  of  the  Eafl-India  Company,  having  carefully 
coniidered  the  circumftances  and  tendency  of  this 
tranfadtion,  condemned  it  in  the  ftrongeil  terms,  de- 
claring, that  they  would  not  permit  the  contradt  to  be 
continued,  and  that,  "  if  the  Contrador  Ihould  think 
*^  himfelf  aggrieved,  and  take  meafures  in  confe- 
*^  quence,  by  which  the  Company  became  involved 
'^  in  lofs  or  damage,  they  ihould  certainly  hold  the 
^^  majority  of  the  Council  refponfible  for  fuch  lofs  or 
^'  damage,  and  proceed  againil:  them  accordingly/' — 
That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  defiance  of  orders, 
which,  the  Dired:ors  fay,  were  plain  and  unequivocal^ 
did,  in  January  1777,  receive  from  George  Templer, 
a  propofal,  eilentially  different  frotn  the  advertife- 
ment  pubiifhed  by  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
for  receiving  propofals  for  feeding  the  Company's 
elephant's,  and  did  accept  thereof,  not  only  without 
having  recourfe  to  the  proper  means  for  afcertaining 
whether  the  faid  propofal  was  the  loweil  that  would  be 
offered,  but  with  another  adiually  before  the  Board, 
nearly  30  per  cent,  lower  than  that  made  by  the  faid 
George  Templer,  to  whom  the  faid  Warren  Haflings 
granted  a  contrad:,  in  the  terms  propofed  by  the  faid 
•Templer,  for  three  years,  and  did  afterw^ards  extend 
the  fame  to  five  years,  with  new  and  diltind:  condi- 
tions, accepted  by  the  faid  Warren  Hailings,  without 
advertifing  for  frefh  propofals,  by  which  the  Company 
were  very  confiderable  lofers  : — On  all  which  the  Courc 
of  Diredors  declared,  "  That  this  wafte  of  their  pro- 
"  perty  could  not  be  permitted  ;  that  he  the  faid  War- 
*^  ren  Hailings,  had  difregarded  their  authority,  and 
**  difobeyed  their  orders,  in  not  taking  the  loweil 
"  oiFers ;"  and  they  ordered  that  the  contract  for  ele- 
phants ihould  be  annulled  :  and  the  faid  Directors  far- 
ther declared,  that  ''  if  the  contractor  ihould  recover 
*^  damages  of  the  Company  for  breach  of  engagement^ 
they  were  determined,  in  fuch  c^fe,  to  inilitifte  a 
fuit  at  law  againit  thofe  Members  of  the  Board 
who  had  prefumed,  in  diredt  breach  of  their  orders 
to  prefer  the  intereit  of  an  individual  to  that  of  the 
Company  ."—That  the  faid  Warren  Hafii^gs  did,  in 
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contrad:  for  an  armed  vefTel  for  the  pilotage  of  the 
Chittigong  River,  and  for  the  defence  of  the  coaft  and 
river  againfl  the  incurfions  of  robbers,  for  the  term  of 
£ve  years,  in  farther  difobedience  of  the  Coriipany's 
orders  refpcdting  the  mode  and  duration  of  contradrs-, 
and  with  a  confiderable  insreafe  of  expence  to  the 
Company  :— That  the  farming  out  the  defence  of  a 
country  to  a  contradlor,.  being  vy^holly  unprecedented, 
and  evidently  abfurd,  could  have  no^  real  object  but  to 
enrich  the  contractor  at  the  GompaRy's  expence ;  fince, 
either  the  fervice  was  not  dang-erous^  and  then  the 
eflabliihm.ent  was  totally  unneceffary,  or,  if  it  was  a 
dangerous  fervice,  it  was  evidently  the  intereil  of  the 
eontracftor  to  avoid  fuch  danger,  and  not  to  hazard 
the  lofs  of  his  fhip  or  men,  which  muft  bs  replaced  at 
his  own  expence,  and  therefore  that  an  aftive  and 
faithful  difcharge  of  the  contractor's  duty  was  incom.<» 
patible  with  his  interefl. 

That  the  faid  Warren  HaiJings,  i-n  farther  defiancs< 
of  the  Company's  orders,  and  in  breach  of  the  elta- 
blifhed  rule  of  their  fervice,  did,  in  the  year  1777,.. 
conclude  a  contract  with  the  Mailer  and  Deputy  Maf- 
ter  Attendant  of  the  Com.pany's  Marine  or  Pilot 
fervice,  for  fupplying  the  faid  marine  with  naval 
llores,  and  executing  the  faid  fervice  for  the  term  of 
two  years,,  and  without  advcrtifing  for  propofals :. 
That  the  ufe  and  expenditure  of  fuch  ilores,  and  the 
direction  af  the  pilot  vefTels,  is  under  the  management, 
and  at  the  difpofition  of  the  Mailer  Attendant,  by 
virtue  of  his  office  :  that  he  is  officially  the  proper 
and  regular  check  upon  the  perfoa- who  furniflies  the 
ilores,  and  bound  by  his  duty  to  take  care  that  all  con- 
tracts for  furnifning  fuch  ilores  are  duly  and  faithfully- 
executed  : — That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  by  unit- 
ing the  fupply  and  the  check  in  the  fame  hands,  did 
not  only  difobey  the  Company's  fpecific  orders,  and 
violate  the  fundamental  rules  and  pradlice  of  the  fer- 
vice, but  did  overfet  the  only  juit  and  rational  princi* 
pie,  on  which  this^  and  every  other  fervice  of  a  fimi* 
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lar  nature^  ought  to  be  conduced;  and  did  not  on]:5r 
fubjed:  the  Company's  intereft,  in  point  of  expence^ 
to  fraud  and  collufion,.  but  did  thereby  expofe  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Bengal  River  to  manifeft  Hazard  and 
diSrefs ;  conlidering  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Mafter 
Attendant  to  take  care  that  the  pilot  vefTels  are  con-^^ 
flantly  Rationed  in  the  roads  to  wait  fhe  arrival  of  the 
Company's  fhips,  efpecially  in  teirrpelluous  weather,, 
and  that  they  ihould  ^e  in  a  conflant  condition  to  keep- 
the  fea ;  whereas  it  is  manifeltly  the  intereit  of  the- 
contradior,  in  the  {\r&  inflance,  to  equip  the  faid  vefiela 
as  fcantily  as  poffible,  and  afterwards  to  expofe  them  ^ 
little  as  poilible  to  any  fcrvice  in  which  the  ftores,  ta 
be  replaced  by  him.,  might  be  loft  or  confumed  :  And 
finally,  that  in  June,  i779.>  the  faid  contrad:  was  pro- 
longed to  the  faid  Mafter  Attendant^  by  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings,  for  the  farther  period  of  two  years  from 
the  expiration  of  the  firfi,  without  advertifing  for 
propofals.- — That  it  does  not  appear  that  any  of  the 
preceding  contradis  have  been  annulled,  or  the  charges 
attending  any  of  them  abated,  or  that  the  Court  of 
Directors  have  ever  taken  any  meafures  to  compel  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  to  indemnify  the  Company,  or 
to  make  good  any  part  of  the  lofs  incurred  by  the  faid 
eontradis,- 

That  in  the  year  1777  the- faid  Warren  Haftings  did 
recommend  and  appoint  John  Belli,  at  that  time  his 
private  Secretary,  to  be  agent  for  fupplying  the  Gar- 
rifon  of  Fort  William  with  vidiualling  ftores  i  That 
the  ftores  were  to  be  purchafed  with  money  advanced 
by  the  Company ;  and  that  the  faid  Agait  was  to  be 
allowed  a  commiilion,  or  per  centage,  for  his  rifque  and 
trouble  :  That  in  order  to  afcertain  what  fum  would 
be  a  reafonable  com.penfation  for  the  agent,  the  Go- 
vernor General  and  Council  agreed  to  confult  fome  of 
the  principal  merchants  of  Calcutta :  That  the  mer-- 
chants,  fo.  confulted,  reported  their  opinion,  that  20 
per  cent.'  on  the  prime  coft  of  the  ftores  w^ould  be  a 
reafonable  compenfation  to  the  agent  :  that,  neverthe- 
lefs,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  fupported  by  the  vote 
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ind  cdnciifrence  of  Richard  Bslr^^'etl^  tHen  a  member 
bf  the  Supreme  Council^  did  propofe  and  carry  it^ 
that  30  per  cento  per  annum  fhould  be  allowed  upon 
all  itores  to  be  provided  by  the  agent :  that  the  laid 
Warren  Haflings  profefTed,  that  ^^  he  preferred  an 
agency  to  a  contrad;  fot  this  fervice;  becaufe,  if 
it  were  performed  by  contradi,  it  mull  then  be  ad- 
vertifed,  and  the  world  would  know  what  provi* 
*'  iion  was  made  for  the  defence  of  the  fort ;"  as  if 
its  being  publicly  known  that  the  fort  was  well  pro- 
vided for  defence,  were  likely  to  encourage  an  enemy 
to  attack  it. — That  in  Augufl  1779,  ^^  defiance  of  the 
principle  laid  doWn  by  himfelf  for  preferring  an  agen^ 
cy  to  a  eontrad:,  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  propofe, 
and  carry  it,  that  the  agency  fhould  be  con'verted  into 
'a  contYahj  to  be  granted  to  the  faid  John  Belli,  without 
advertifing  for  propofals,  and  fixed»  for  the  term  of 
live  years,  ''  pretending  that  he  had  received  frequent 
^'  remonflrances  from  the  faid  agent,  concerning  the 
*'  heavy  lofTes  and  inconveniencies  to  which  he  was 
^'  fuhjeMed  by  the  indefinite  terms  of  his  agency," 
notwith  flan  ding  it  appeared,  by  evidence  produced  at 
the  Board,  that,  on  a  fupply  of  about  37,000/.  he  had 
already  drawn  a  commiffion  of  22,000/.  and  upwards. 
- — That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  pledged  himfelf, 
that,  if  required  hy  the  Court  of  Dire^ors,  the  profits 
miftng  from  the  agency  Jhould  he  faid  into  the  Company* s 
treafury^  and  appropriated  as  the  Court  foould  dtre^, — 
That  the  Court  of  diredlors,  as  foon  as  they  were  ad- 
vifed  of  the  firfl;  appointment  of  the  faid  agency,  de- 
clared, that  they  confidered  the  commiffion  of  20  per 
cent*  as  an  ample  compenfation  to  the  agent ;  and  did 
pofitively  order,  that,  according  to  the  engagement  of 
the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  ^'  the  commiffion  paid  or 
-*^  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  agent,  fhould  be  reduced  to 
*^  20  per  cent." — That  the  faid  John  Belli  did  pofi- 
tively refufe  to  refund  any  part  of  the  profits  he  had 
received,  or  to  fubmit  to  a  diminution  of  thofe  which 
he  was  ftill  to  receive ;  and  that  the  faid  Warren 
Haflings  has  never  made  good  his  own  voluntary  and 
folemn  engagement  to  the  Court  of  Diredors  herein- 
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above  mentipned  ;  atid  as  his  failure  tq  perforin  tht^ 
faid  engagement  is  a  breach  of  faith  to  the  Company ; 
fo  his  performance  of  fuch  engagement,  if  he  had  per^ 
formed  it,  and  even  his  offering  to  pledge  himfelf  for 
the  agent,  in  the  firft  infiance,  ought  to  be  taken  as 
prefumptive  evidence  of  a  connection  betwcjen  the  faicj 
Warren  Hailings  and  the  faid  agent,  his  private  Secre- 
tary; which  ought  not  to  exift  between  a  Governor, 
adtlng  in  behalf  of  the  Company,  and  a  contractor 
making  terms  with  fuch  Governor  for  the  execution  of 
a  public  fervice» 

That  before  the  expiration  of  the  contrad:  hereij:- 
before  mentioned,  for  fupplying  the  arii>y  with  draught 
and  carriage  bullocks,  granted  by  the  faid  Warren 
I^c  flings  to  Erneft  Alexander  Johnfon  for  three  years, 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  propofe  and  carry  it  m 
Council,  that  a  new  contrad:  Ihould  be  made,  on  a  new 
pjan,  and  that  an  offer  thereof  Ihould  be  made  to  Ri- 
chard Johnfon,  brother  and  executor  of  the  faid  con- 
tra^l:or,  without  advertifing  for  propofais,  for  the  term 
of  Jve  years  .•—That  this  offer  was  volmtarily  accepted 
by  the  faid  Richard  Johnfon,  who,  at  the  fame  time, 
defired,  and  obtained,  that  the  new  contrad:s  iliould 
be  made  out  in  the'  name  of  Charles  Croftes,  the 
Company's  accountant  and  Sub  treafurer  at  Fort  Wil« 
liam  :— That  the  laid  Charles  Croftes  offered  the  faid 
Richard  Johnfon  as  one  of  his  fecurities  for  the  per- 
formance of  the  faid  contract,  who  was  accepted  as 
fuch  by  the  faid  Warren  Halvings ;  and  that,  at  the 
fequefi  of  the  faid  contractor,' the  contrad:  for  victual- 
ling the  Europeans  ferving  at  the  pfefidency  was  added 
to  and  united  with  that  for  furnilhing  bullocks,  and 
pxed  for  the  fame  period  :  that  this  extenfion  of  the 
periods  of  the  faid  contrad;s  was  not  compenfated  by  a 
diminution  in  the  charge  to  be  incurred  by  the  Com- 
pany on  that  account,  as  it  ought  to  have  been ;  but, 
on  the  contrary,  the  charge  was  immoderately  increaf- 
ed  by  the  new  conrradls ;  infomuch,  that  it  was  prov-^ 
ed,  by  flatements  and  computations  produced  at  the 
jPoard^  that  the  increafe  on  the  viftualiing  contraft 
■    ■      '        ■  would. 
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,AW0tiM,  in  five  years,  amount  to  40,000/.;  asd  -that  the 
increafe  on  the  bullock  contradt,  in  the  fame  period^ 
would  amount  to  above  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds: 
chat  when  this,  and  many  other  weighty  objcd:ions 
againfl  the  terms  of  the  faid  contracts  were  urged  in 
Council  to  the  faid  WarrcE  Haftings,  he  declared, 
that  he  Jhvuld  dediver  a  reply  thereio ;  but  it  does  .not 
appear  that  lie  did  eyerd diver  fuch  -reply,  or  ever 
enter  into  a  juftification  of  any  parr  of  his  condud:  in 
this  tranfadtioDo  That  the  Ad:  of  Parliament  of  1 773, 
by  which  the  iirfl  Governor  General  and  Council  were 
appointed,  did  exprefsly  limit  the  duration  of  their 
office  to  the  termcf  fi^ye  years,  Vv^4ich  expired  in  Od:o- 
ber  1779?  and  -that  the  feveral  contrads^  ;herein- 
before  men&oned,  were  granted  in  September  1779; 
and  were  made  to  conthiue  jive  years  after  the  expjrar 
tion  of  the  Government  by  which  they  were  granted  ; 
that  by  this  anticipation,  the  difcretion  and  judge- 
ment of  the  fucceeding  government,  refpedting  the 
fubjedt  matter  ^i  fuch  contradrs,  was  taken  away,  and 
any  corredtion  or  improvement  therein  rendered  im- 
pradticable. — That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  might 
have  been  juftified  by  the  rules  and  pradlice,  or  by 
the  neceflity  of  the  public  fcrvice,  in  binding  the  Go- 
vernment by  engagements  to  endure  one  year  after 
the  expiration  of  his  own  office;  but  on  no  princi- 
ples could  he  be  juflilied  in  extending  fuch  engage- 
ments beyond  the  term  of  one  year,  much  lefs  on  the 
principles  he  has  avowed,  namely,  ^'  that  it  was  only 
*'  an  ad:  of  common  juftice  in  him  to  fecure  every 
^'  man  conne^ed  with  him,  as  far  as  he  legally  could, 
^'  from  the  apprehenlion  of  future  oppreffion/' — rhat 
the  oppreffion,  to  which  fuch  apprehenfion,  if  real, 
niuft  allude,  could  only  coniift  in  and  arife  out  of  the 
obedience  which  he  feared  a  future  government 
might  pay  to  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Diredors, 
by  making  all  contrads  annual^  and  advertifing  for 
propofais  publicly  and  indifferently,  from  all  perfons 
whatever,  by  which  it  might  happen  that  fuch  bene- 
ficial contrads  would  not  be  conftantly  held  by  men 
cpnns^ed  with  hlm^  the  faid  Warren  Haflings :— that 
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tils  declaration  made  by  the  faid  Warren  tlafiings^ 
combined  with  all  the  circumitances  belonging  to  thefe 
tranrad:ions,  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  that,  in  difobey- 
ing  the  Company's  orders,  and  betraying  the  truft 
repofed  in  him  as  guardian  of  the  Company's  pro- 
perty, his  object  was  to  purchafe  the  attachment  of  a 
number  of  individuals,  and  to  form  a  party  capable 
of  fupporting  and  protecting  him  in  return. 

That  with  the  fame  view,  and  on  the  fame  princi- 
ples, it  appears  that  exceffive  falaries  and  emolu- 
ments, at  the  Eail-India  Company's  charge  and  ex^ 
pence,  have  been  lavilhed  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
to  fundry  individuals,  contrary  to  the  general  princi- 
ples of  his  duty,  and  in  direct  contradiction  to  the 
politive  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors  :  particular- 
ly, that  whereas  by  a  refolution  of  the  Court  of  Pro- 
prietors of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  and  by  an  inllruc- 
tion  of  the  Court  of  Directors,  it  was  provided  and 
exprefsly  ordered,  That  there  fhould  be  paid  to  the 
late  Sir  John  Clavering  "  the  fum  of  fix  thoufand 
^'  pounds  flerling  per  annum,  in  full  for  his  fervices 
*^  as  Commander  in  Chief,  in  lieu  of  travelling 
*^  charges,  and  of  all  other  advantages  and  emolu- 
*^  ments  whatever  ;"  and  whereas  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors pofitively  ordered  that  the  late  "  Sir  Eyre  Coote 
^^  fhould  receive  the  fame  pay,  as  Commander  in 
*^  Chief  of  their  forces  in  India,  as  was  received  by 
'^  Lieutenant-general  Sir  John  Clavering ;'' — the  faid 
Warren  Haftings,  neverthelefs,  within  a  very  lliort 
time  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival  in  Bengal,  did  pro- 
pofe  and  carry  it  in  Council,  that  a  new  eftabliihment 
Ihould  be  created  for  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  by  which  art 
increafe  of  expence  would  be  incurred  by  the  India 
Company  to  the  amount  of  eighteen  thoufand  pounds 
a  year  and  upwards,  exclufive  of  and  in  addition  to 
his  falary  of  ten  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  provided  for 
him  by  adt  of  Parliament  as  a  member  of  the  Supreme 
Council,  and  exclufive  of  and  in  addition  to  his  falary 
of  fix  thoufand  pounds  a  year  as  Cojnmander  in  Chiefs 
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appointed  for    him  by  the  Company,  and  exprefsly 
fixed  to  that  amount. 

That  the  difobedience  and  breach  of  trufl  of  which 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings  was  guilty  in  this  tranfac- 
tion,  is  highly  aggravated  by  the  following  circum- 
Hances  connected  with  it  :  that  from  the  death  of  Sir 
John  Clavering  to  the  arrival  of  Sir 'Eyre  Coote  in 
Bengal,  the  provilional  command  of  the  army  had  de- 
volved to,  and  been  veiled  in.  Brigadier- general  Giles 
Stibbert,  the  eldeit  officer  on  that  cftablifhment ;  that 
in  this  capacity,  and,  as  the  faid  Warren  Haftings 
has  declared,  '^  (landing  no  way  diflinguifhed  frorr^ 
*^  the  other  officers  of  the  army,  but  by  his  acciden- 
*^  tal  fucceffion  to  the  firfl  place  on  the  lift,"  he,  the 
faid  Giles  Stibbert,  had,  by  the  recommendation  and 
procurement  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  received 
and  enjoyed  a  falary  and  other  allowances  to  the  amount 
of  13,854/.  125.  per  annum. — That  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
foon  after  his  arrival,  reprefented  to  the  Board,  that 
a  coniiderable  part  of  thofe  allowances,  amounting  to 
8,220/.  los,  per  annum,  ought  to  devolve  to  himfelf, 
as  Commander  in  Chief  of  the  Company's  Forces  in 
India ;  and  ftating,  that  the  faid  Giles  Stibbert  could 
no  longer  be  conlidered  as  Commander  in  Chief  under 
the  prefidency  of  Fort  William,  made  a  formal  de- 
mand of  the  fame. — That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
inftead  of  reducing  the  allowances  of  the  faid  Giles 
Stibbert  to  the  eftablifhment  at  which  they  ftood 
during  General  Clavering's  command,  and  for  the 
continuance  of  which,  after  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  arrival, 
there  could  be  no  pretence,  continued  the  allowances 
of  thirteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-four 
pounds  twelve  fhillings  per  annum  to  the  faid  Giles 
Stibbert ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  in  order  to  appeafe 
and  fatisfy  the  demand  of  the  faid  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  did 
create  for  him  that  new  eftabliftiment,  herein-before 
fpeciiied,  of  eighteen  thoufand  pounds  per  annum ; 
infomuch,  that  inftead  of  the  allowance  ofjlx  thoufand 
pounds  a  year^  in  lieu  of  travelling  charges  and  of  all  emo^ 
luments^and  allowances  whatjoever^  to  which  the  pay 
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amd  allowances  of  Cbmmander  in  Chief  were  exprefsly 
limited  by  the  united  ad:  of  the  legiflative  and  execu- 
tive powers  of  the  Company,  the  annual  charge  to  be 
borne  by  the  Company  on  that  account  was  increafed 
by  the  faid  Warren  Railings  to  the  enormous  fum  of 
t'hirty-eight  thoufand  two  hundred  and  feventeen  pounds 
ten  ihillings  fterling* 

That  on  the  ifirfl  of  November  1779,  the  faid  War- 
ren Haflings  did  move  and  carry  it  in  Council,  ^'  that 
^  the  Relident  at  the  Vizier's  Court  Ihould  be  fur- 
"  nifhed  with  an  account  of  all  the  extra-allowances 
*^  and  charges  of  the  Commander  in  Chief  when  in  the 
"  field,  with  orders  to  add  the  fame  to  the  debit  of  the 
^^  Vizier's  account,  as  a  part  of  iiis  general  fubfidy  ; 
^^  the  charge  to  commence  from  the  day  on  which  the 
***  -Greneral  fhall  pafs  tlie  CarumnaiTa,  and  to  continue 
^^  till  his  return  to  the  fam-e  line.'"'  That  this  addi- 
tional expence,  impofed  by  the  faid  Waxren  Haflings 
on  the  Vizier,  was  nnjull  in  itfelf,  and  a  breach  of 
treaty  with  that  Prince,  the  Ipecific  amount  of  tlic 
fublidy  to  be  paid  by  him  having  been  fixed  by  a  treaty, 
to  which  no  addition  could  juflly  be  made,  but  at  the 
.previous  requifition  of  the  Vizier  t  — «That  the  Court  of 
Directors,  in  their  letter  of  the  iSth  of  Odiober,  1780, 
did  condemn  and  prohibit  the  continuation  of  the  al- 
lowances above  mentioned  to  Sir  EyreCoote,  in  the  fol- 
lowing words :  '^  Thefe  allowances  appear  to  us  in  a 
"light  fo  very  extraordinary,  and  fo  repugnant  to  the 
^  fpirit  of  a  refolution  of  the  General  Court  of  Pro- 
*^  prietors,  refpe6ling  the  allowance  made  to  General 
"  Clavering,  that  we  pofitively  diredl  that  they  be  dif- 
^^  continued  immediately,  and  no  part  thereof  paid  after 
^^  the  receipt  of  this  letter."  That  on  the  27th  of  April 
178 1,  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  in  obedience 
to  the  orders  of  the  Directors,  did  fignify  the  fam€  to 
the  Commiflary  General,  as  an  inilrudiion  to  him,  that 
the  extraordinary  allowances  to  Sir  YjjvtQoottJhould  he 
difcontinuedy  and  no  part  thereof  paid  after  that  day  : 
That  it  appears,  neverthelefs,  that  the  faid  extra  allow- 
^ces  (amounting  to  above  twenty  thoufand   pounds 
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fterllng  a  year)  were  continued  to  be  charged  to  the 
Vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote,  in  defiance  of  the 
orders  of  the  Court  of  Diredors;  in  defiance  of  the 
confequent  refolution  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council ;  and  in  contradicftion  to  the  terms  of  the  ori^ 
ginal  motion,  made  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  for 
adding  thofe  allowances  to  the  debit  of  the  Vizier,  viz* 
*'  that  they  ihould  continue  till  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  return 
^^  to  the  Carumnafla.^'  That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  arrived 
at  Calcutta  about  the  end  of  Auguft  1780,  and  muft 
have  crofled  the  Carumnafla,  in  his  return  from  Oude, 
fome  weeks  before,  when  the  charge  on  the  Vizier,  if 
at  any  time  proper,  ought  to  have  ceafed.  That  it  ap- 
pears that  the  faid  allowances  were  continued  to  be 
charged  againfl  the  Vizier,  and  paid  to  Sir  Eyre  Coote, 
for  three  years  after,  even  while  he  was  ferving  in  the 
Carnatic,  and  that  this  was  done  by  the  fole  authority 
and  private  command  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings. 

That  the  Eaft-India  Company,  having  thought  pro- 
per to  create  the  office  of  Advocate  General  in  Bengal, 
and  to  appoint  Sir  John  Day  to  that  office,  it  was  re- 
folved,  by  a  General  Court  of  Proprietors,  that  a  falary 
of  3000I.  a  year  Ihould  be  allowed  to  the  faid  Sir  Johq 
Day,  in  full  confideration  of  all  demands  and  allowances 
whatfo ever  for  hisjervices  to  the  Company  at  the  Prejidency 
(?/  Fort  William :  —  That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
neverthelefs,  Ihortly  after  Sir  John  Day's  arrival  in 
Bengal,  did  increafe  the  faid  Sir  John  Day's  falary  and 
allowances  to  fix  thoufand  pounds  a  year,  in  diredt  dif- 
pbedience  of  the  refolution  of  the  Court  of  Proprietors, 
and  pf  the  order  of  the  Court  of  Directors :  —  That  the 
pired:prs,  as  foon  as  they  were  informed  of  this  pro- 
ceeding, declared,  ^'  that  they  held  themfelves  bound  by 
the  refolution  of  the  General  Court,  and  that  they 
could  not  allow  it  to  be  difregarded  by  the  Com- 
pany's fervants  in  India ;"  and  ordered  that  the  in- 
creafed  allowances  fliould  be  forthwith  difcontinued. 
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thought  it  neceffary,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  the 
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Court  of  DIredors,  to  flop  the  extraordinary  allowance 
which  he  had  granted  to  Sir  John  Day^  did  afterwards 
refolve  that  the  allowance,  which  had  been  llruck  off, 
Ihould  be  repaid  to  him,  upon  his  ligning  an  obliga- 
tion to  refund  the  amount  which  he  might  receive,  in 
cafe  the  Dired:ors  fhould  confirm  their  former  orders, 
already  twice  given  :  —  That  in  this  tranfad:ion  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings  trifled  with  the  authority  of  the  Com- 
pany,  eluded  the  repeated  orders  of  the  Directors,  and 
expofed  the  Company  to  the  rifque  and  uncertainty  of 
recovering,  at  a  diflant  period,  and  perhaps  by  a  pro- 
.  cefs  of  law,  a  fum  of  money  which  they  had  poiitively 
ordered  him  not  to  pay. 

That,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1 776,  by  the  death 
of  Colonel  Monfon,  the  whole  power  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Fort  William  devolved  to  the  Governor  and 
one  member  of  the  Council ;  and  that  from  that  time 
the  Governor  General  and  Council  have  generallv  con- 
fifled  of  an  even  number  of  perfons,  in  confequence  of 
which  the  calling  voice  of  the  faid  Warren  Hallings 
has  ufually  prevailed  in  the  deciiion  of  all  queftions-: 
— That  about  the  end  of  the  year  1776  the  whole  civil 
<ellabliihment  of  the  faid  government  did  not  exceed 
205,3991.  per  annum  ;  that  in  the  year  1783  the  faid 
civil  ellabliihment  had  been  increafed  to  the  enormous 
annual  fum  of  927,9451. — That  fuch  increafe  in  the 
civil  eflablilhment  could  not  have  taken  place,  if  the 
faid  Warren  Hallings,  who  was  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment, with  the  power  annexed  to  the  cafling  voice, 
had  not  adiively  promoted  the  faid  increafe,  which  he 
had  power  to  prevent,  and  which  it  was  his  duty  to  have 
prevented  :-— That  by  fuch  immoderate  wafte  of  the 
property  of  his  employers,  and  by  fuch  fcandalous 
breach  of  his  fidelity  to  them,  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  faid  Warren  Haflings  to  gain  and  fecure  thb  at- 
tachment and  fupport  of  a  multitude  of  individuals,  by 
ivhofe  united  intereil,  influence,  and  intrigues,  he  hoped 
o  be  protedled  againfl  any  future  inquiry  into  his  con- 
udl : — That  it  was  of  itfelf  highly  criminal  in  the  faid 
•barren  Haflings  to  have  fo  walled  the  property  of  the 
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Eail-India  Company,  and  that  the  purpole  to  be  ob- 
tained by  fuch  wafle  was  a  great  aggravation  of  that 
crime. — That  among  the  various  inftances  of  profufion, 
by  which  the  civil  ellabliihment  of  Fort  William  was 
increafed  to  the  enormous  annual  fum  herein-before 
mentioned,  it  appears  that  a  fait  office  was  created,  of 
fix  commiffioners,  whofe  annual  emoluments  were  as 
follow,  viz. 

Prefident,  or  Comptroller,  per  annum  £,  18,480 
ift  member  -  -  ,  ,  -  13^100 
zd  ditto         -         -         -         ^  -         1 1^480 

3d  ditto         -         ^         •         .  ^         135^83 

4th  ditto  -         -         r         -  ^  ^9^57 

^th  ditto         s-         ^         «     -    _=       ^         10,307 

£•  7z,^o7 


That  a  Board  of  Revenue  was  created  by  the  faid  War- 
ren Hallings,  confining  of  five  Commiljionerl?,  whofe 
annual  emoluments  were  as  follow^  viz. 

I  ft  member,  per  annum     -         '      '    &  lo,95<^ 

£6  ditto         -         -         •  ^             -  9,100 

3d  ditto         -         •         ^  -            ^  9, ICQ 

4th  ditto         -         -         -         -            -  9,100 

5th  ditto         -         •         -         «           -  9,100 

^•47.350 


That  David  Anderfon,  Elq.,  firft  member  of  the  faid 
Board,  did  not  execute  the  duties,  though  he  received 
the  emoluments,  of  the  faid  office ;  having  adted,  for* 
the  greatell  part  of  the  time,  as  Ambaffador  to  Madajee 
Scindia,  with  a  farther  falary  of  4280L  a  year^  making 
in  all  15,2301.  a  year. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  create  an  office 
0f  agent  vidtualler  to  the  garrifon  -of  Fort  William, 
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wKofe  profits,  on  an  average  of  three  years,  were 
15,9701.  per  annum  :— That  this  agency  was  held  by 
the  Poflmafter  General,  who,  in  that  capacity,  received 
2200L  a  year  from  the  Company,  and  who  was  actu- 
ally no  higher  than  a  writer  in  the  fervice  : — That  the 
perfon  who  held  thefe  lucrative  offices,  viz.  John 
Belli,  was  private  fecretary  to  the  faid  Warren  Hail- 
ings. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  created  a  nominal 
office  of  Refident  at  Goa,  where  the  Company  never 
had  a  Refident,  nor  bufinefs  of  any  kind  to  tranfadt,  and 
gave  the  faid  nominal  office  to  a  perfon  who  was  not  a 
covenanted  fervant  of  the  Company,  with  an  allowance 
of  4280L  a  year. 

That  thefe  inflances  are  proofs  of  a  criminal  profu- 
fion  and  high  breach  of  trull  to  the  India  Company  in 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  under  whofe  government, 
and  by  means  of  whofe  fpecial  power,  derived  from  the 
effed:  of  his  calling  voice,  all  the  faid  waite  and  profu- 
lion  did  take  place. 

That  at  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  when,  as  the  Court 
of  Directors  affirm,  the  Company  were  in  the  utmojl  dif- 
irejs  for  moneys  and  almoft  every  department  in  arrear^  and 
when  it  appears  that  there  was  a  great  fcarcity  and  ur- 
gent want  of  grain  at  Fort  St.  George,  the  faid  Warren 
Hafhings  did  accept  of  a  propofal  made  to  him  by 
James-Peter  Auriol,  then  Secretary  to  the  Council,  to 
fupply  the  prefidency  of  Fort  St.  George  with  rice  and 
other  articles,  and  did  appoint  the  faid  Auriol  to  be  the 
agent  for  fupplying  all  the  other  prefidencies  with  thofe 
articles  : — That  the  faid  Warren  Hallings  declared,  that 
the  intention  of  the  appointment  ^^  was  moll:  likely  to 
*'  be  fulfilled  by  a  liberal  confideration  of  it,"  and 
therefore  allowed  the  faid  Auriol  a  commiffion  of  15 
per  ceat.  on  the  whole  of  his  diiburfements ;  thereby 
rendering  it  the  diredt  interelt  of  the  faid  Auriol  to 
make  his  diiburfements  as  great  as  poffible  :  —  That 
the  chance  of  capture  by  the  enemy^  or  danger  of  the 
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fea,  was  to  be  at  the  rifque  of  the  India  Company,  and 
not  of  the  faid  Auriol  :  —  That  the  faid  Warren  Hafl- 
ings  declared  perfonally  to  the  faid  Auriol,  ^^  that  this 
*^  poll  was  intended  as  a  reward  for  his  long  and  faith- 
*^  ful  fervices." — That  the  Prefident  and  Council  of 
Bombay  did  remonilrate  againft  what  they  called  the 
enormous  amount  of  the  charges  of  the  rice  with  which 
they  were  fupplied,  which  they  flate  to  be  nine  rupees 
a  bag  at  Calcutta,  when  they  themfelves  could  have 
contradied  for  its  delivery  at  Bombay,  free  of  all  rifque 
and  charges,  at  five  rupees  and  three  fixteenths  per 
bag ;  and  that  even  at  Madras,  where  the  diflrefs  and 
demand  was  greatefl,  the  fupplies  of  grain  by  private 
traders  charged  to  the  Company,  were  nineteen  per 
cent,  cheaper  than  that  fupplied  by  the  faid  Auriol,  ex- 
clufive  of  the  rifque  of  the  fea  and  of  capture  of  the  ene- 
my : — That  it  is  ftated  by  the  Court  of  Dired:ors,  that 
the  agent's  commiffion  on  a  fupply  of  a  Jingle  year  (the 
laid  commiffion  being  not  only  charged  on  the  prime 
coil  of  the  rice,  but  alfo  on  the  freight  and  all  other 
charges)  would  amount  to  pounds  flerling  twenty^-iix 
thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy-three,  and  by  the 
faid  Auriol  himfelf  is  admitted  to  amount  to  18,292]. 
~^That  William  Larkins,  the  Accomptant  General  at 
Fort  William,  having  been  ordered  to  examine  the  ac- 
counts of  the  faid  agent,  did  report  to  the  Governor 
General  and  Council,  that  he  found  them  to  be  corre5i 
in  the  additions  and  calculations ;  and  that  then  the  faid 
Larkins  adds  the  following  declaration :  *'  The  agent 
leing  upon  honour  with  refpedl  to  the  fums  charged  in 
his  accounts  for  the  coil  of  the  articles  fupplied,  I 
did  not  think  myfelf  authorized  to  require  any 
voucher  of  the  fums  charged  for  the  demurrage  of 
floops,  either  as  to  the  time  of  detention,  or  the  rate 
of  the  charge,  or  of  thofe  for  the  articles  loil  in  go- 
going  down  the  river ;  and  on  that  ground  I  thought 
myfelf  equally  bound  to.  admit  the  fums  acknow- 
ledged as  received  for  the  fales  of  goods  returned, 
without  requiring  vouchers  of  the  rates  at  which 
they  were  fold/' — That  in  this  tranfadiion  the  faid 
Warren  Hailings  has  been  guilty  of  a  high  breach  of 
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truft  and  duty,  in  the  unneceifary  expenditure  of  the 
Company's  money,  and  in  lubjed:ing  the  Company  to  a 
profufion  of  expence,  at  all  times  wholly  unjuftifiable, 
but  particularly  at  the  time  when  that  expence  was  in- 
curred.— That  the  faid  Warren  Railings  w^as  guilty  of 
breach  of  orders,  as  well  as  breach  of  trufl,  in  not  ad- 
vertifing  generally  for  propofals ;  in  not  cofitra^ing  in- 
differently for  the  fupplies  with  fuch  merchants  as 
might  offer  to  furniih  them  on  the  lowed  terms;  in 
giving  an  enormous  commiffion  to  an  agent^  and  that 
commifFion  not  confined  to  the  prime  coil  of  the  arti- 
cles, but  to  be  computed  on  the  whole  of  his  charges ; 
in  accepting  of  the  honour  of  the  faid  agent  as  a  fuflicient 
voucher- for  the  cofl  of  the  articles  fupplied,  and  for  all 
charges  whatever,  on  which  his  commiflion  was  to  be 
computed  ;  and  finally,  in  giving  a  lucrative  agency  for 
the  fupply  of  a  diflreffed  and  llarving  province,  as  a  re- 
ward to  a  Secretary  of  State,  whofc  labours  in  that  ca- 
pacity ought  to  have  been  rewarded  by  an  avowedpub- 
lie  falary,  and  not  otherwife. — That^  after  the  firil  year 
of  the  faid  agency  was  expired,  the  faid  Warren  Hall- 
ings  did  agree,  that  for  the  future  the  commiflion  to  be 
drawn  by  the  faid  agent  fhould  be  reduced  to  five  per 
cent.,  which  the  Governor  General  and  Council  then 
declared  to  be  the^uftomary  amount  drawn  hy  merchants  i 
but  thatj,  even  in  this  redudlion  of  the  commiflion,  the 
faid  Warren  Haflings  was  guilty  of  a  deception,  and  did 
Hot  in  fadt  reduce  the  commiflion  from  1 5  to  5  per  cent., 
having  immediately  after  refolved  that  he,  the  agent, 
Ihould  be  allowed  the  current  intereil  of  Calcutta  upon 
all  his  drafts  on  the  Treafury  from  the  day  of  their 
dates,  until  they  Ihould  be  completely  liquidated  : 
That  the  legal  interefl  of  money  in  Bengal  is  twelve 
per  cent,  per  annum,  and  the  current  interefl  from  8  to 
10  per  cent. 
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No.  VIII. 


THAT,  before  the  appointment  of  the  Governof 
General  and  Council  of  Fort  William  by  ad:  of 
parliament,   the   allowances   made  by   the  Eaft-India 
Company  to  the  Prefidents  of  that  Government  were 
abundantly  fufficientj  and  that  the  faid  Prefidents  in 
general,  and  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  particularly  was 
retrained  by  a  fpecific  covenant  and  indenture,  which 
he  entered  into  with  the  Company,  from  accepting  any 
gifts,  rewards,  or  gratuities  whatfoever,  on  any  account 
or  pretence  whatfoever  : — That,  in  the  regulating  ad: 
pafTed   in  the  year    1773,  which    appointed   the  faid 
Warren  Haftlngs,  Efquire,  Governor  General  of  Fort 
William  in  Bengal,  a  falary  of  25,0001.  a  year  was  eila- 
blifhed  for  him ;  to  which  the  Court  of  Dirediors  added, 
"  that  he  fhould  enjoy  their  principal  houfes,  with  the 
^'  pkte  and  furniture,  both  in  town  and  country,  rent- 
"  free,"*^     That  the  fame  law  which  created  the  ofEce, 
and  provided  the  falary  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
did  exprellly,  and  in  the  clearell  and  moft  comprehen- 
iive  terms  that  could  be  devifed,  prohibit  him  from  re- 
ceiving any  prefent,  gift,  or  donation,  in  any  manner, 
dr  oil  any  account  whatfoever  ;  and  that  the  faid  War- 
ren Haflings  perfed:ly  underftood  the  meaning,  and  ac- 
knowledged the  binding  force  of  this  prohibition,  be- 
fore he  accepted  of  the  office  to  which  it  was  annexed. 
He  knew,  and  had  declared,  that  the  prohibition  was 
fofitive  and  decifive  j  that  it  admitted  neither  of  refinement 
or  mifconftru^Iion ;  and  that,  in  his  opinion,  an  oppofttion 
would  he  to  incur  the  penalty. 

That,  notwithllanding  the  covenants  and  engage- 
ments above  mentioned,  it  appears  in  the  recorded  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Governor  General  and  Council  of  Fort 
William,  ihat  fundry  charges  have  been  brought  againil: 
the  faid  Wi^jren  Haflings  for  gifts  or  prefcnts  corruptly 

taken. 


C    i87    1 

taken  by  him  before  the  promulgation  of  the  aft  of 
1773  in  India,  and  that  thefe  charges  were  produced  at 
the  Council  Board,  in  the  prefence  of  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings  :  That,  in  March  1775,  the  late  Rajah  Nun- 
comar,  a  native  Hindoo,  of  the  highefl  caft  in  his  reli- 
gion, and  of  the  highelt  rank  in  fociety,  by  the  ofEces 
which  he  had  held  under  the  country  government,  did 
lay  before  the  Council  an  account  of  various  fums  of 
money   paid  by    him   to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings, 
amounting  to  40,0001.  and  upwards,    for  offices   and 
employments  corruptly  difpofed  of  by  the  'faid  Warren 
Haftings,  and  did  offer  and  engage  to  prove  and  efla- 
blilh  the  fame  by  fufficient  evidence  : — That  this  account 
is  ftated  with  a  minute  particularity  and  precilion ;  the 
date  of  each  payment,  down  to  that  of  fmall  fur^s,  is 
fpecified;  the  various  coins  in  which  fuch   payments 
were   feveraliy  made,  are  diflinguifhed ;  and  the  dif- 
ferent perfons  through  whofe  hands  the  money  paiTed 
into  thofe  of  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  are  named  :— r 
That  fuch  particularity  on  the  face  of  fuch  a  charge, 
fuppofing  it  falfe,  is  favourable  to  the  party  wrongfully 
accufed,  and  expofes  the  accufer  to  an  inilant  and  eafy 
detection  i  for  though,  as  the  faid  Warren  Haftings 
himfelf  has  obferved  on  another  occafion^  ^^  papers  may 
be  forged,  and  evidences  may  appear  in  numbers,  to 
attefl  them,  yet  it  mufl  always  be  an  eafy,  matter  ta 
detedt  the  fallity  of  any  forged  paper  produced,  by 
examining  the  witneffes  fepa-iately,  and  fa bjedling 
*^  them  to  a  fubfequent  crofs  examination ;  in  which 
^^  cafe,  if  falfe,  they  will  not  be  able  to  perfevere  in  one 
^•^  regular  conlillent  flory/' 

Whereas,  if  no  advantage  be  taken  of  fuch  particu- 
larity in  the  charge  to  deted:  the  falfehopd  thereof,  and 
if  no  attempt  to  difprove  it,  and  no  defence  whatever 
be  made,  a  prefumption  juflly  and  reafqnably  arifes  in 
favour  of  the  truth  of  fuch  charge  : — That  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings,  inflead  of  offering  any  thing  in  his 
defence,  declared,  xhzx.  he  would  not  fuffer  Ntincomar  to 
appear  before  the  Beard  as  his  accufer-, — That  he  at- 
tempted to  indidt  his  faid  accufer  for  a  confpiracy,  in 
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which  he  failed;  and  that  the  faid  Rajah  Nuncomaf 
was  foon  after,  and  while  his  charge  againil  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings  was  depending  before  the  Council, 
indicated  upon  an  Engliih  penal  {tatute,  which  does  not 
extend  even  to  Scotland,  before  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature,  for  an  offence  faid  to  have  been  committed 
feveral  years  before,  and  not  capital  by  the  laws  of  In-, 
dia,  and  was 'condemned  and  executed;  —  That  the 
evidence  of  this  man,  not  having  been  encountered  at 
the  time,  when  it  might  and  ought  to  have  been,  by 
the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  remains  juftly  in  force 
againfl  him,  and  is  not  abated  by .  the  capital  punifli-r 
ment  of  the  faid  Nuncomar,  but  rather  confirmed  by 
the  time  and  circumilances  in  which  the  accufer  of  the 
faid  Warren  Haflings  fuffcred  death  :— That  one  of 
the  ofHces,  for  which  a  part  of  the  money  above  men^ 
tioned  is  flatcd  to  have  been  paid  to  the  faid  Warren^ 
Haflings,  was  given  by  him  to  Munny  Begum,  the 
W'idow  of  the  late  Myr  Jafher,  Nabob  of  Bengal,  whofe 
fon,  by  another  woman,  holds  that  title  at  prefent :  — - 
That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  had  been  inilrucfled  by 
the  Court  of  Diredlors  of  the  Eafl-India  Com.pany  to. 
appoint  ^'  a  Miniftcr  to  tranfadl  the  political  affairs  of 
^'  the  Government,  and  to  feled:  for  that  purpofe  fome- 
*^^  perfon  well  qualified  for  the  affairs  of  Government^ 
^'  to  be  the  miniiler  and  guardian  of  the  Nabob's  mi- 
^^  nority  ;*' — That  for  thefe  ofhces,  and  for  the  execu- 
tion of  the  feveral  duties  belonging  to  them,  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings  feleCled  and  appointed  the  faid  Munny 
Begum,  a  woman  evidently  unqualified  for,  and  incapa- 
ble of  fuch  ofhces,  and  retrained  from  acflino;  in  fuch; 
capacities,  by  her  neceffary  fecluiion  from  the  world^, 
and  .retirement  in  a  feraglio  : — ^That  a  coniiderable  de- 
ficiency or  embezzlement  appearing  in  this  woman's 
account  of  the  young  Nabob's  flipend,  fhe  voluntarily 
declared,  by  a  writing  under  her  feal,  that*  Ihe  had 
given  15,0001.  to  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  for  an  en- 
tertainment ;  which  declaration  correfponds  with,  and 
confirms  that  part  of  the  charge  produced  by  Raja 
Nuncomar,  to  which  it  relates :  —  That  neither  this, 
nor  any  other  part  of  the  faid  charge,  has  been  at  any 

time 


ii 


C   189   ] 

time  diredlly  denied  or  dlfputed  by  the  fald  Warren 
Haftings^  though  made  to  his  face,  and  though  he  was 
repeatedly  accufed  by  his  colleagues,  who  wete  ap- 
pointed by  Parliament  at  the  fame  time  with  himfelf, 
of  peculation  of  every  fort :  —  That,  inftead  of  pro- 
moting a  ftridl  inquiry  into  his  conduct  for  the  clear- 
ance of  his  innocence  and  honour,  he  did  repeatedly 
endeavour  to  elude  and  ftifie  all  inquiry,  by  attempt- 
ing to  diflblve  the  meetings  of  the  Council  at  which 
fuch  charges  were  produced,  and  by  other  means,  and 
has  not  lince  taken  any  fteps  to  difprove  or  refute  the 
fame  :  — That  the  faid  Warren  Hafiings,  fo  long  ago 
as  September  1775,  affured  the  Court  of  Diredfors, 
That  it  was  his  fixed  determination  moll  fully  and 
liberally  to  explain  every  circumilance  of  his  con- 
duct on  the  points  on  which  he  had  been  injurioufly 
arraigned,  and  to  afford  them  the  clearell  convidlion 
of  his  own  integrity,  and  of  the  propriety  of  his  mo- 
['  tives  for  declining  a  prefent  defence  of  it ;"  and 
having  never  iince  given  to  the  Court  of  Direcftors  any 
explanation  v/hatever,  much  lefs  the  full  and  liberal 
explanation  he  had  promifed  fo  repeatedly,  has  there- 
by abandoned  even  that  late  and  protracted  defence, 
which  he  himfelf  mufr  have  thought  necelTary  to  be 
made  at  fome  time  or  other ;  and  which  he  would  be 
thought  to  have  deferred  to  a  period  more  fuitable  and 
convenient  than  that  in  which  the  fadts  were  recent ; 
and  the  impreffion  of  thefe,  and  other  charges  of  the 
fam.e  nature  againll  him,  v/as  frefh  and  unimpaired  in 
the  rninds  of  men^ 

That  on  the  30th  of  March  1775,  a  member  of 
the  Council  produced  and  laid  before  the  Board  a  pe- 
tition from  Myr  Zein  Abul  Dheen,  (formerly  farmer 
of  a  diflridt,  and  who  had  been  in  creditable  ilations) 
letting  forth,  that  Khan  Jehan  Cawn,  then  Phoufdar 
of  Houghly,  had  obtained  that  office  from  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings,  with  a  falary  of  feventy-two  thou- 
fand  Sicca  rupees  a  year ;  and  that  the  faid  Phoufdar 
had  given  a  receipt  of  bribe  to  the  patron  of  the  city,  mean- 
ing Warren  Waitings,  to  pay  him  annually  thirty-fix 
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thoufand  rupees  a  year,  and  alfo  to  his  b3n3^an,  Cantoo 
Baboo,  four  thoufand  rupees  a  year,  out  of  the  falary 
above  mentioned. — That  by  the  35th  article  of  the  in- 
Itrudiions  given  to  the  Governor  General  aud  Council, 
they  are  direcfled  ^^  immediately  to  caufe  the  ftridteil 
inquiry  to  be  made  into  all  opprelIic?ns,  which  might 
have  been  committed  either  againfl:  the  natives  or 
Europeans,  and  into  all  abufes  that  might  have  pre- 
vailed in  the  collediion  of  the  revenues,  or  any  part 
of  the  civil  government  of  the  Prefidency,  and  to 
^^  communicate  to  the  Diredors  all  information  which 
they  might  be  able  to  obtain  relative  thereto,  or  to 
any  diffipation  or  embezzlement  of  the  Company's 
money." — That  the  above  petition  and  inilrudtion 
having  been  read  in  Council,  it  was  moved  that  the 
petitioner  ihould  be  ordered  to  attend  the  next  day  to 
make  good  his  charge.— That  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings  declared,  ^'  that  it  appeared  to  him  to  be  the 
^^  purpofe  of  the  majority  to  make  him  the  fole  objed: 
^/  of  their  perfonal  attacks.  —  That  they  had  taken 
*'  their  line,  and  might  purfue  it. — That  he  fhould 
*^  have  other  remarks  to  make  upon  this  tranfadtion ; 
^^  but  as  they  would  be  equally  applicable  /<?  nm}7y 
^'  others,  which  in  the  courfe  of  this  bufinefs  were 
^^  likely  to  be  brought  before  the  Board,  he  (hould 
**  fay  no  more  on  the  fubjed:;" — and  he  objedled  to 
the  motion. — That  by  the  preceding  declaration,  the 
faid  Warren  Haflings  did  admit,  that  many  other 
charges  were  likely  to  be  brought  againft  him,  and 
that  fuch  charges  would  be  of  a  fimilar  nature  to  the 
iirfl,  viz.  a  corrupt  bargaining  for  the  difpofal  of  a 
great  office^  fmce  he  declared  that  his  remarks  on  that 
tranfadiion  would  be  equally  applicable  to  the  reft;' 
and  that,  by  objecting  to  the  motion  for  the  perfonal 
attendance  of  the  accufer,  he  relifted  and  difobeyed  the 
Company's  inftru(ftions  ;  and  did,  as  far  as  depended  on 
his  power,  endeavour  to  obftrudt  and  prevent  all  inqui- 
ry into  the  charge.  That  in  fo  doing,  he  failed  in  his 
duty  to  the  Company ;  he  difobeyed  their  exprefs  orders, 
and  did  leave  the  charge  againft  himfelf  without  a  reply, 
and  even  without  a  denial  5  and  with  that  unavoidable 
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prefumption  againft  his  Innocence,  which  lies  againft 
every  perlbn  accufed,  'who  not  only  refufes  to  piead_j, 
but,  as  far  as  his  vote  goes,  endeavours  to  prevent  aa 
examination  of  the  charge,  and  to  ilifle  all  inquiry  into 
the  truth  of  it. — That  the  motion  having  been  never- 
thelefs  carried,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did,  on  the 
day  following,  declare,  '^^  that  he  could  not  fit  to  be 
^^  confronted  with  fuch  accuiers,  nor  fufFer  a  judicial 
^^  inquiry  into  his  condudt.  at  the  Bbard  of  which  he 
*^  was  Prefident,  and  declared  the  meetinp"  of  the 
'^  Board  dilTolved.'' — That  the  Board  continued  to  fit 
and  examine  witneffes,  fervants  of  the  Phoufdar,  on 
oath  and  written  evidence,  being  letters  under  the  hand 
and  feal  of  the  Phoufdar,  all  directly  tending  to  prove 
the  charge  ;  viz.  that  out  of  the  falary  of  feventy-two 
thoufand  rupees  a  year  paid  by  the  Company,  the  faid 
Phoufdar  received  but  thirty-two  thoufand,  and  that 
the  remainder  was  received  by  the  faid  Warren  Hailings 
ar..:-  his  banyan. — That  the  Phoufdar,  though  repeat- 
ed]/ ordered  to  attend  the  Board,  did,  under  various 
prerences,  decline  attending  until  the  19th  of  May, 
when  the  letters  flated  to  be  his,  that  is,  under  his 
hand  and  feal,  being  :^,ievvn  to  him,  it  was  propofed  by 
a  member  of  the  Board,  that  he  fhould  be  aiked,  whe- 
ther he  had  any  objediion  to  fwear  to  the  truth  of  fuch 
anfwers  as  he  might  make  to  the  queflions  propofed  by 
the  Board. — That  the  faid  Warren  Hafiings  objedted 
to  his  being  put  to  his  oath. — That  the  queftion  Vv'as 
neverthelefs  put  to  him,  in  confequence  of  a  refolution 
of  the  Board.— That  he  firft  declined  to  fwear,  under 
pretence  that  it  was  a" matter  cfjerious  confequence  to  his 
charaEler  to  take  an  oath  ;  and,  v.'hen  it  was  finally  left 
to  his  option,  he  declared,  '^  Mean  people  might 
*^  fwear,  but  that  his  character  v/ould  not  allow  him  ; 
^^  that  he  could  not  fwear,  and  had  rather  fubjedt 
*'  himfelf  to  a  lofs."  • —  That  the  evidence  in  fup- 
port  of  the  charge  being  on  oath,  was  in  this  m^anner 
left  uncontradicted  ;  that  it  was  admitted  by  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings,  that  neither  MulTulmen  or  Hindoos 
are  forbidden  by  the  precepts  of  their  religion  to 
fwear.     That  it  is  not  true,  as  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
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tings  afferf-ed,  that  it  was  repugnant  to  the  manners 
either  of  Hindoos  or  MufTulmen  j  and  that  if,  under 
fuch  pretences,  the  natives  were  to  be  exempted  from 
taking  an  oath,  ^vhen  examined  by  the  Governor-End 
Council,  all  the  inquiries  pointed  out-to  them  by  the 
Company's  inftrudiions  might  flop  or  Be  defeated. — • 
That  no  valid  reafon  was,  or  could  be  afligned,  why  the 
faid  Phoufdar  fhould  not  be  examined  on  oath  ;  that  the 
charge  was  not  againfi  himfelf ;  and  that,  if  any  quef- 
tions  had  been  put  to  him,  tending  to  make  him  ac- 
cufe  himfelf,  he  might  have  declined  to  anf\ver  them. 
—That,  if  he  could  have  fafely  fworn  to  the  inno- 
cence of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  from  whom  he 
received  his  em.ployment,  he  was  bound  in  gratitude, 
as  well  as  jullice,  to  the  faid  Warren  Railings,  to  have 
confented  to  be  examined  on  oath. — That  not  having 
done  fo,  and  having  been  fupported  and  abetted  in  his 
refufal  by  the  faid  Warjen  Haftings  himfelf,  whofe 
charaifter  and  honour  were  immediately  at  flake,  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  for  the  truth  of  the  charge  re- 
mains unanfwered,  and  in  full  force  againll  the  faid 
Warren  Hailings,  who  on  this  occalion  recurred  to  the 
declaration  he  had  before  made  to  the  Diredlors,  viz. 
^^  That  he  would  mofl  fully  and  liberally  explain  eve- 
*^  ry  circumflance  of  his  condud:,"  but  has  never  fince 
that  time  given  the  Dirediors  any  explanation  whatfo- 
ever  of  his  faid  condud:. —  And  finally,  that  when  the 
Court  of  Diredlors,  in  January  1776,  referred  the 
queflion  (concerning  the  legality  of  the  power  afTumed, 
and  repeatedly  exercifed  by  the  faid  Warren  Haflings, 
of  difTolving  the  Council  at  his  pleafure)  to  the  late 
Charles  Sayer,  then  Standing  Council  of  the  Eafl-In* 
dia  Company,  the  faid  Charles  Sayer  declared  his  opi- 
nion in  favour  of  the  power  ;  but  concerning  the  ufe 
and  exercife  of  it,  in  the  cafes  flated,  did  declare  his 
opinion  in  the  following  words  :  *^  I  believe  he,  War- 
*^  ren  Haftings,  is  the  firft  Governor  that  ever  dif- 
"  folved  a  Council  inquiring  into  his  behaviour  when 
"  he  was  innocent."  Before  he  could  fummon  three 
councils,  and  diliblve  them,  he  had  time  fully  to  con- 
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iider  what  would  be  the  refult  of  fuch  condud:,  to  con- 
vime  every  body  beyond  a  doubt  of  bis  coi^f clous  guilt. 

That  by  a  refolution  of  a  majority  of  the  Council, 
cohftituting  a  lawful  ad:  of  the  Governor  General  and 
Council,  the  faid  Khan  Jehan  Khan  was  difniiffed 
from  the  ofEce  of  Phoufdar  of  Houghly,  for  a  con- 
tempt of  the  authority  of  the  Board. — That,  within  a 
few  weeks  after  the  death  of  the  late  Colonel  Monfon, 
the  number  of  the  Council  being  then  even,  and  all 
queflions  being  then  determined  by  the  Governor  Ge- 
neral's cafling  voice,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did 
move,  and  carry  it  in  Council,  that  the  faid  Khan  Je- 
han Khan  fhould  be  reftored  to  his  office  • — and  that 
reftoration  not  having  been  preceded,  accompanied,  or 
followed  by  any  explanation  or  defence  whatfoever,  or 
even  by  a  denial  of  the  fpeciiic  and  circumftantial' 
charge  of  collufion  with  the  faid  Khan  Jehan  Khan, 
has  confirmed  the  truth  of  the  faid  charge. 

'  That,  befides  the  fums  charged  to  have  been  paid 
to  the  faid  Warren  Hafiings  by  the  faid  Nuncomar, 
and  Munny  Begum,  and  Khan  Jehan  Khan,  and  be- 
fides  the  fum  of  one  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  pounds, 
already  mentioned  to  have  beerr  accepted  without  hefi- 
tation  by  him  as  a  prefent  on  the  part  of  the  Nabob  of 
Oude  and  that  of  his  minifters,  the  eircumflances  of 
v/hich  have  been  particularly  reported  to  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  it  appears  by  the  confeffion  of  the  faid  War- 
ren Hafiings,  that  he  has,  at  different  times  fmce  the 
promulgation  of  the  ad:  of  1773,  received  various 
other  fums,  contrary  to  the  exprels  prohibition  of  the 
faid  adl,  and  his  own  declared  fenfe  of  the  evident 
intent  and  obligation  thereof. — That  in  the  month  of 
June  1780,  the  faid  Warren  Hafiings  made  to  the 
Council,  what  he  called  "  a  very  unufual  tender,  by 
*'  offering  to  exonerate  the  Company  from  the  ex- 
^'  pence  of  a  particular  meafure,  and  to  take  it  upon 
hlmfelf ;  declaring  that  he  had  already  depofited  two 
lacks  of  rupees  (or  twenty-three  thoufand  pounds) 
in  the  hands  of  the  Company ^s  Sub-Treafurer  for 
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^^'  tKat  fervi'ce."-— That  in  a  fubfequenf  tetter,  dated 
the  ?.-:jrA\  of  November,  1780,  he  informed  the  Court 
of  Directors,  that  *•  this  money,  bv  whatever  means  it 
'^^  came  into  their  pofiellion,  was  not  his  own;'  but  he 
did  not  then,  nor  has  he  at  any  time  iince^made  known 
to  the  Court  of  Dirediors,  iVoiii  v/hom,  or  on  w^hat 
account,  he  received  that  money,  as^it  washis  duty  ta 
iiave  done  in  the  firfl  inftance;  and,  notwithilanding 
the  faid  Direc^-ors  ligniiied  to  hhn  their  expedlation 
that  he  fhould  communicate  to  them  '^"immediate  in* 
^^  formation  of  the  channel  by  which  this  money  came 
*^  into-  Ms  poffeflion,  with  a  Complete  illuftration  of 
^^'  the  caufe  or  caufes  of  fo'Cxtraordinty  an  event  \" — 
But,  from  evidence  examined  in  England,  it  has  been 
difcovered  that  this  money  was  received  by  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings  from  Cheyt  Sing,  th'e  Rajah  of  Be- 
nares,  who  was  foon  after  difpofleiied  of  all  his  pro- 
perty, and  driven  from*  his  coiantry  and' governmeas 
by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings. 

-  That  notwlthftanding  the  declaration  made  by  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings,.  that  he  had  actually  depofited 
the  fum  above  mentioned  in  the  hands  of  the  Compa^ 
ny's  Sub-Treafurer  for  their  fervice,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear, that  "■  any  entry  whatfoever  of  that,  or  any  other 
^^  payment  by  the  Governor  General,  was  made  in  the 
*^^'  treafury  accounts^  at  or  about  the  time,"  nor  is  there 
any  trace  in  the  Company's  books  of  its  being  adiually 
paid  into  their  treaftiry. 

It  appears,  then,  by  the  confef!ion  of  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings,  that  this  money  was  received  by  him  ;* 
but  it  does  not  appear  that  he  has  converted  it  to  th-e 
property  and  ufe  of  the  Company. 

That  in  a  letter  from  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  to 
the  faid  Court  of  Dired:ors,  dated  the  22d  of  May,' 
1782,  but  not  difpatched,  as  it  might  and  ought  to 
have  been  at  that  time,  but  detained  and  kept  back  by 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings  till  the  i6th  of  December 
following,  he  has  confefted  the  receipt  of  various  other 
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ferns,  amounting  (\vith  that  which  he  accepted  from 
the  Nabob  of  Oude)  to  nearly  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  which  fums  he  affirmed  had  been  converted  to 
the  Company's  property  through  his  means,  but  with- 
out difcovering  from  whom,  or  on  what  account  ,he 
received  the  lame. — That,  inftcad  of  convertinp-  this 
money  to  the  Company^s  property,  as  he  affirmed  he 
had  done,  it  appears. that  he  had  lent  the  greater  part 
of  it  to  the  Company  upon  bonds  bearing  interefl, 
jwhlch  bonds  were  demanded  and  received  by  him,  and, 
for  aught  that  yet  appears,  have  never  been  given  up 
or  cancelled.— That  for  another  .coniiderable  part  of 
the  abave-rpenticned  fum,  he  has  taken  credit  to  him- 
■felf^  as  for  a  depofit  of  his  own  property,  and  there- 
fore demandable  by  him  out  of  the  Company's  trea- 
fury,  at  his  difcretion.— That  all  fums  fo  lent  or  de- 
|:>olitcd  are  not  alienated  from  the  perfon  who  lends  or 
depofits  the  fame,  confequently,  that  the  declaration 
made  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  that  he  had  con- 
certed the  whole  of  thefe  fums  to  the  Company's  pro- 
perty, w^as  not  true  ^  nor  would  fuch  a  transfer,  if  it  had 
really  been  made,  have  juililied  the  faid  Warren  Haf~ 
tings  in  originally  receiving  the  money  ;  which  being, 
in  the  firii  inilance,  contrary  to  law,  could  not  be  ren- 
dered Icgalby  any  fubfe-quent  difpofition  or  application 
thereof;  much  lefs  would  it  have  juilified  the  faid 
Warren  Hafcings  in  delaying  to  make  a  difcovery  of 
thefe  tranfadiions  to  the  Court  of  Diredtors,  until  he 
iiad  heard  of  the  inquiries  then  begun,  and  proceed- 
ing in  Parliament,  in  finally  making  a  difcovery,  fuch. 
as  it  is,  in  terms  the  rnofl  intricate,  obfcure,  and  con- 
tradictory. That,  inilead  of  that  full  and  clear  expla- 
nation of  his  condu'fi.,  which  the  Court  of  Dired:ors 
Remanded,  and  which  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  was 
bound  to  give  them,  he  has  contented  himfelf  with 
telling  the  faid  Directors,  that  "  if  this  matter  was  to 
-^'  be  expofedto  the  view  of  the  public,  his  reafons  for 
^^  ad:ing  as  he  had  done  might  furnifh  a  variety  of  con- 
^^  jediures,  to  which  it  would  be  of  little  ufe  to  reply. 
^^  That  he  either  chofe  to  concea]  the  firft  receipts  from 
t^  pubUp'cujiofity,  by  receiving  bonds  for  the  amount^ 
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*'  or  poffibly  ad:ed  without  any  iludied  defign  which 
"  his  memory  could  at  that  diilance  of  time  verify  ; 
"  and  that  he  cculd  have  concealed  them  from  their 
*^  eye,  and  that  of  the  public,  for  ever."  That  the 
difcovery,  as  far  as  it  goes,  eftablilhes  the  guilt  of  the 
faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  taking  money  againft  law, 
but  does  not  warrant  a  concluhon,  that  he  hi^s  difco* 
vered  ail  that  he  may  have  taken?  That,  on  the  con- 
trary, fuch  difcovery  not  being  made  in  proper  time, 
and,  when  made,  being  imperfect,  perplexed,  and 
wholly  unfatisfad:pry,  leads  to  a  juft  and  reafonable 
prefumption,  that  other  fad:s  of  the  fame  nature  have 
been  concealed,  iince  thofe  which  he  has  confelTed 
might  have  been  for  ever  ;  and  that  this  partial  con-^ 
fcffion  was  either  extorted  from  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings  by  the  dread  of  deted:ion,  or  miade  with  a  view 
of  removing  fufpicion,  and  preventing  any  farther  in^ 
quiry  into  his  condud:. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  a  letter  to  the 
Court  of  Diredors,  dated  the  21  ft  of  February,  1784, 
Las  confeiled  his  h'dYing  privately  received  another  fum 
of  money,  the  am^ount  of  which  he  has  not  declared, 
but  which,  from  the  application  he  fays  he  has  made  of 
It,  could  not  be  lefs  than  thirty-four  thoufand  pounds 
fterling.'— -That  he  has  not  informed  theDired:ors  from 
whom  he  received  this  money,  at  v/hat'time,  nor  on 
what  account  ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  has  attempted  to 
■juftify  the  receipt  of  it,  which  was  illegal,  by  the  ap- 
plication of  it,  which  was  u>iauthorifed  and  unwary- 
rant  able,  and  which,  if  admitted  as  a  reafon  for  re- 
ceiving money  ^n^-^/^/)-,  would  cpnftitute  a  precedent 
of  the  moil  dangerous  nature  to  the  Company's  fer- 
vice-T— That  in  attem.pting  to  juftify  the  receipt  and 
application  of  the  faid  money,  he  has  endeavoured  to 
eftablifh  principles  of  condud:  in  a  governor,  which 
tend  to  fubvert  all  prder  and  regylarity  in  the  condud: 
of  public  buiinefs,  to  encourage  and  facilitate  fraud 
and  corruption  in  all  offices  of  pecuniary  truft,  and  to 
defeat  all  inquiry  into  the  mifcondud  of  any  perfon  in 
whom  pecuniary  truft  is  repofed,— That  the  faid  War? 
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ren  Halllngs,  \\\  his  letter  above  mentioned,  has  made? 
a  declaration  to  the  Coiirt  of  piredtors  in  the  follow- 
ino;  terms ; — ''  Having  had  occaiion  to  diiburfe  from 
''  my  own  caih  many  fums,  which,  though  required 
^^  to  enable  me  to  execute  the  duties  of  my  flatipn,  \ 
^^  have  hitherto  omatted  to  enter  in  my  public  accounts, 
^'  and  my  own  fortune  being  unequal  to  fo  heavy  a 
charge,  I  have  refolved  to  reimburfe  myfelf  in  a 
piode  the  m^oil-  fuitable  to  the  iituation  of  your  af- 
fairs, by  charging  the  fame  in  my  Durbar  accounts 
of  the  prefent  year,  and  crediting  them  in  a  fum 
■privately  received,  and  appropriated  to  your  fervice 
^^  in  the  fame  m^anner  vjith  other  fums  received  on  ac- 
*'  count  of  the  honourable  Company,  and  already  car- 
^^  ried  to  their  account.-' — That,  at  the  time  of  wri- 
ting this  letter,  the  faid  Warren  Mailings  had  been  iu 
pofTellion  of  the  government  of  Fort  William  abouc 
twelve  years,  with  a  clear  falary,  or  avowed  emolu- 
ments, at  no  timelefs  than  twenty-five  thoufand  pounds 
Iterling  a  year,  excluiive  of  which,  all  the  principal 
expenses  of  his  refidence  v/ere  paid  for  by  the  Coni» 
pany. — That  if  the  fervices  mentioned  by  him.  were  re~ 
quired  to  enable  him  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  Na- 
tion, he  ought  not  to  have  omitted  to  enter  them  in  his 
public  accounts,  at  the  times  when  the  expences  were 
incurred.  That  if  it  was  true,  as  he  affirms,  that 
when  he  firil  engaged  in  thefe  expences  he  had  no  in^ 
tention  to  carry  them  to  the  account  of  the  Company, 
there  was  no  fubfequent  change  in  his  iituation  which 
could  juilify  his  departing  from  that  intentioUo — That 
if  his  own  fortune,  in  the  year  1784,  was  unequal  to  fo 
heavy  a  charge,  the  fl:ate  of  his  fortune,  at  any  earlier 
period,  muit  have  been  iliil  more  unequal  to  fo  heavy 
a  charge. — That  the  fad:  fo  aiierted  by  the  faid  War- 
ren HaiHngs  leads  diredtly  to  an  inference  palpably 
falfe  and  abfurd,  viz.  That  the  longer  a  Governor  Ge- 
neral holds  that  lucrative  office,  the  poorer  he  muit 
become. — That  neither  would  the  afTertion,  if  it  were 
true,  nor  the  inference,  if  it  were  admtitted,  juilify  the 
condud:  avowed  by  the  faid  Warren  Hailings,  in  re*- 
folyipg  to  reimburfe  himfelf  out  of  the  Company's 
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property  without  their  confent  or  knowledge. — That 
the  account  tranimitted  in  this  letter  is  ftiled  by  liim- 
felf  a7i  aggregate  of  a  contingent  account  of  twelve  years, -^ 
That  all  contingent  accounts  fhould  be  Submitted  to 
thofe  who  ought  to  have  an  official  control  over  them.j 
at  annual  or  other  fhorter  periods,  in  prder  that  the  ex- 
pence  already  incurred  may  be  checked  and  exanained, 
and  fimilar  expences,  if  difappr£>ved  .of,  may  be  pro- 
liibited  in  time ;  that  after  a  very  long  period  is  elapfed, 
-all  check  and  control  over  fuch  expences  is  imprac- 
ticable ;  and,  if  it  were  pradiicable  in  the  prefent  in- 
il:ance,  would  be  completely  ufelefs,  iince  the  faid 
Warren  Hafcings,  without  waiting  for  the  confent  of 
the  Diredior^,  did  refolve  to  reimburfe  himfelf. — That 
the  condu<ft  of  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  withhold- 
ing thefe  accounts  for  twelve  years  together,  and  theii 
relolving  to  reimburfe  himfelf  without  the  confent  of 
his  employers,  has  been  fraudulent  in  the  firft  inllance, 
and,  in  the  fecond,  amounts  to  a  denial  and  mockery  of 
the  authority  placed  over  him  by  law  ;  and  that  he 
has  thereby  fet  a  dangerous  example  to  his  fucceffors, 
and  to  every  man  in  truft  ©r  office  under  him. — That 
the  mode  in  which  he  has  reimburfed  himfelf,  is  a 
crime  of  a  much  higher  order,  and  greatly  aggravates 
whatever  was  already  criminal  in  the  other  parts  of  this 
:tranfa(frion. — That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  de- 
claring that  he  ihould  reimburfe  himfelf,  by  crediting 
the  Company  by  a  fmn  privately  received,  has  acknow- 
ledged himfeif  guilty  of  an  illegal  aft,  in  receiving  mo- 
ney privately,— ~Th2ii  he  has  fupprefled  or  withheld  eve- 
ry particular  which  could  throw  any  light  on  a  condud: 
fo  fufpicious  in  a  governor,  as  the  private  receipt  of 
money.—- That  the  general  confcffion  of  the  private  re- 
ceipt of"  a  large  fum  in  grofs,  in  which  no  circum- 
ilance  of  time,  place,  occaiion,  or  perfon,  nor  eveq 
the  amount  is  fpeciiied,  tends  to  cover  or  protcd:  any 
ad:  of  the  fame  nature  (as  far  as  a  general  confeflioa 
can  proted:  fuch  ads)  which  may  be  deteded  here- 
after, and  which,  in  fad,  may  not  make  part  of  the 
grofs  fum  fo  confeifed,  and  that  it  tends  to  perplex 
find  defea4;  all  in^quiry  into  fuch  pradices.— That  the 
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faid  Warren  Hafllngs,  in  fiating  to  tlie  Blrectofs  th^€ 
he  has  refolved  to  reimburfe  himfelf  in  a  modeihe  mofi 
fidtahle  to  the  fit  nation  of  their  affairs^  viz.  by  receiving 
money  privately  againft  law,  has  Hated  a  prefumption' 
highly  injnrious  to  the  integrity  of  the  laid  Directors'; 
viz.  that  they  will  not  objedi  to,  or  even  inquire  into 
any  extraordinary  expences  incurred  and  charged  by 
their  Governors  in  India^  provided  fuch  expences  are 
ueiniburfed  by  naoney  privately  and  iliegally  received'. 
— That  he  has  not  explained  what  that  Situation  of 
their  alFairs:  was  or  could  be,  to  which  fo  daneerous 
and  coiTupt  a-  principle  was  or  might  be  applied.--* 
That  no  evidence  has  been  produced  to  prove  that  \t 
was  true,  nor  any  ground  of  argument  iLated  to  ihew 
that  it  might  be  credible,  that  any  native  of  India  had 
voluntarily  and  gratuitouily  given  money  privately  ta 
the  faid  Warren.  Hafiiings,  that  is,  without  fome  prof- 
ped:  of  a  benefit  in  return,  or  fame  dread  of  his  re- 
lentment,  if  he  refufed*— That  it  is  net-  a  thing  to  be 
believed,  that  any  native  would  give  large  furp^s  pri-^ 
vately  to  a  governor,  which  he  refufed  to  give  or  lend 
publicly  to^Governmenc,  unlefs  it  were  to  derive  fome 
adequate  fecret  advantage  from  the  favour,  or  to  avoid 
fome  mifchief  from  the  enmity  of  fuch  governor. — 
That  the  late  confeffions  made  by  the  laid  Warren 
Haftings,  af  money  received  againfl  law,  are  no  proof 
that  he  did  not  originally  intend  to  appropriate  the 
fame  to  his  own  ufe,  fucb  confeffions  having  been  made 
at  a  fufpicious  moment,  when,  and  not  before,  he  was- 
apprized  of  the  inquiries  commenced  in  the  Houfe  of 
Co-mmons,  and  when  a  dread  of  the  confequence  of 
thofe  inquiries  might  adt  upon  his  mind ;.  that  fucb 
confeffions,  from  the  obfcure,  intricate,  and  contradic- 
tory manner  in  which  they  are  m-ade,  imply  guilt  in  the 
faid  Warren  Mailings,  as  far  as  they  go ;  that  they  do- 
not  furniih  any  colour  of  reafon  to  conclude  that  he 
has  confeffed  all  the  money  which  he  may  have  cor- 
ruptly received  ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  they  v/ar- 
rant  a  juft  and  reafonable  prefumption,  that  in  dif- 
covering  fome  part  of  the  bribes  he  has  received,  he 
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lioped  to  lull  fufpicionj  and  thereby  conceal  and  fecure 
the  relh 

That  the  Court  of  Directors,  when  the  former  ac- 
counts of  thefe  trail fa(ftions  came  before  them,  didlhew 
an  evident  difpofitiqn  not  to  cenfure  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  but  to  give  the  moll  favourable  conftrudiion 
to  his  conduQ:;  that  neverthelefs  they  found  them- 
felves  obliged  "  to  confefs  that  the  ftatement  of  thofe 
*'  tranfad:ions  appeared  to  them  in  rtiany  parts  fo  unin- 
*'  telligthh^  that  they  felt  themfelves  under  the  neceflity 
^*  of  calling  on  the  Governor  General  for  an  explana- 
^■^  tion,  agreeably  to  his  promife  voluntarily  made  to 
"  them/' 

That  their  letter,  containing  this  requifition,  was  re- 
ceived in  Bengal  in  the  month    of  Auguft  1784,  and 
that  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  did  not  embark  for  Eng- 
land until  the  2d  of  February  1785,  but  made  no  reply 
to  that  letter  before  his  departure,  owing,  as  he  has 
fince  faid,  to  a  variety  of  other  more  important  occupations : 
—That,  under  pretence  of  fuch  occupations,  he  neg- 
lected to  tranfmit  to  the  Court  of  Dired:ors  a  copy  of 
a  paper,  which,  he  fays,  contained  the  (?;?/y  account  he 
ever   kept   of  the   tranfadtion.     That  fuch  a   paper, 
or  a  copy  of  it,  might  have  been  tranfmitted,  without 
interrupting  other  im.portant  occupations,  if  any  could 
be  more  important  than  that  of  giving  a  clear  and  fatis- 
factory  anfwer  to   the    requilition   of  the   Diredors. 
That,  lince  his  arrival  in  England,  he  has  written  a  let- 
ter to  the  Chairman  of  that  Court,  profefledly  in  an- 
fwer to  their  letter  above  mentioned,  but  in  fadt  giving 
no  explanation  or  fatisfad:ion  whatfoever  on  the  points 
which  they  had  declared  to  be  unintelligible.   That  the 
terms  of  his  letter  are  ambiguous  and  obfcure,  fuch  as 
a  guilty  man  might  have  recourfe  to,  in  order  to  cover 
his  guilt,  but  fuch  as  no  innocent  man,  from  whom  no-, 
thing  was  required  but  to  clear  his  innocence,  by  giv- 
ing plain  anfwers  to  plain  quellions,  could  poflibly 
have  made  ufe  of.     That  in  his  letter  of  the  nth  of 
July   1785,  he  fays,  «*  That  he  has  been  kindly  ap- 
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*^  prized  that  the  information  required  as  above  v: 
**  yet  expe^ed  from  him  :  That  the  fubmiffiqn,  which  his 
^^  refped:  would  have  enjoined  him  to  pay  to  the  com- 
^^  mand  impofed  on  him,  was  loft  to  his  recolle^ion  ; 
f'  perhaps  from  the  ilronger  impreffion,  which  the  firil 
f^  and  diflant  perufal  of  it  had  left  on  his  mind,  that 
"  it  was  rather  intended  as  a  repreheniion  for  fome- 
^'  thing  which  had  given  offence  in  his  report  of  the 
^^  original  tranfadiion,  than  as  expreffive  of  any  want 
^'  of  a  farther  elucidation  of  it." 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  affedf  ing  to  doubt 
%vh ether  the  information  expreflly  required  of  him  bv 
his  employers,  was  expedied  or  not,  has  endeavoured 
to  juitify  a  criminal  delay  and  evafion  in  giving  it. 
That,  confidering  the  importance  of  the  fubjed:,  and 
the  recent  date  of  the  command,  it  is  not  poffible  that 
it  could  he  loft  to  his  recolleolion ;  much  lefs  is  it  poffible 
t:hat  he  could  have  underftood  the  fpecific  demand  of 
an  anfwer  to  fpecific  queflions  to  be  intended  only  as  a 
repreheniion  for  a  former  offence,  viz.  the  offence  of 
withholding  from  the  Pirediors  that  very  explanation 
which  he  ought  to  have  given  in  the  firll  inftance. 
That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  his  anfwer  to  the 
faid  quellions,  cautioufly  avoids  afHrming  or  denying 
any  thing,  in  clear  politive  terms,  and  profefTes  to  re^, 
foiled:  nothing  with  abfolute  certainty.  That  he  has 
pot,  even  now,  informed  the  Dired:ors  of  the  name  of 
any  one  perfon  from  whom  any  part  of  the  money  in 
queflion  was  received,  nor  what  was  the  motive  of  any 
one  perfon  for  giving  the  fame.  That  he  has,  indeed, 
declared,  that  his  motive  for  lending  to  the  Company, 
pr  depofiting  in  their  treafury,  in  his  own  name,  money 
which  he  has,  in  other  places,  declared  to  be  their  pro- 
perty, was  to  avoid  oftentation,  and  that  lending  the 
money  was  the  leaji  liable  to  reflexion  ;  yet,  when  he  has 
Hated  thefe  and  other  conjedtural  motives  for  his  own 
conduct,  he  declares  he  will  not  affirm^  though  he  is  fir rydy 
perfuadedy  that  thofe  were  his  fentiments  en  the  occafion. 
That  of  one  thing  only  the  faid  Warren  Hafiiings  de- 
clares he  is  certain^  viz.  "  That  it  was  his  defign  cri== 
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■^  ginally  to  have  concealed  the  receipt  of  all  the  fums, 
^^  except  the  fecond^  even  from  the  knowledge  of  the 
^^  Court  of  Dirediors;  but  tiiat  when  fortune  threw  a 
*^  fum  in  his  way  of  a  magnitude  which  could  not  be  con- 
^^  cealed,  and  the  peculiar  delicacy  of  his  iituatiou,  at 
^'  the  time  in  which  he  received  it,  made  him  more 
^^  circumfpedt  of  appearances,  he  chofe  to  apprize  his 
"  employers  of  it."  That  the  faid  Warren  Haitings 
informs  the  Directors,  that  he  had  indorfed  the  bonds 
taken  by  him  for  money  belonging  to  the  Company; 
and  lent  by  him  to  the  Company,  in  ordei  to  guard 
againft  their  hecoming  a  claim  on  the  Comfariy^  as  part  of 
his  ejiate  in  the  event  of  his  death ;  but  he  has  not  af^ 
firmed,  nor  does  it  any  where  appear,  that  he  has  fur^ 
rendered  the  faid  bonds,  as  he  ought  to  have  done. 
That  the  faid  Warren  Hailings,  in  affirming  that  he 
had  not  time  to  anfwer  the  queitions  put  to  hiqi  by  the 
Directors  while  he  was  in  Bengal — in  not  bringing 
with  him  to  England  the  documents  necelTary  to  enabid 
him  to  anfwer  thofe  queflions,  or  in  pretending  that  he 
Las  not  brought  them — -in  referring  the  Directors  back 
again  to  Bengal  for  thofe  documents,  and  for  any  far^ 
ther  information  on  a  fubjed:  on  which  he  has  giveri 
them  no  information,  and  particularly  in  referring  them 
back  to  a  perfon  in  Bengal  for  a  paper,  which  he  fays( 
contained  the  only  account  he  ever  kept  of  the  tranfac- 
tion,  while  he  himfelf  profefies  to  doubt  whether  that 
paper  he  fl'ill  hi  beings  whether  it  be  in  the  hands  of 
that  perfon,  or  whether  that  perfon  can  recoiled  any 
thin^  dijlin^lly  concerning  it  —  has  been  guilty  of  grofs 
evalions,  and  of  palpable  prevarication  and  deceit,  as 
well  as  of  contumacy  and  difobedience  to  the  lawful 
orders  of  the  Court  of  Dired:ors5  and  thereby  con- 
firmed all  the  former  evidence  of  his  having  conftantly 
iifed  the  influence  of  his  ftation  fpr  the  moll  fcandalous, 
illegal,  and  corrupt  purpofes,         ,      - 
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No.     IX. 

THAT  Warren  Haftings  having,  by  his  agent;, 
Lauchlin  Macleane,  Eiq.  on  the  loth  day  of 
of  October,  in  the  year  1776,  "  fignified  to  the 
*'  Court  of  Dirediors,  his  deiire  to  reiign  his  office  of 
'^^  Governor  General  of  Bengal,  and  requeiled  their 
*^  nomination  of  a  fuccelTor  to  the  vacancy  which 
^^  would  be  thereby  occalioned  in  the  Supreme  Coun- 
*^  cil  :''  the  Court  of  Diredors  did  thereupon  defire 
the  faid  Lauchlin  Macleane  ''  to  inform  them  of  the 
*'  authority  under  which  he  adted  in  a  point  of  fuch 
'^  very  great  importance ;"  and  the  faid  Lauchlin 
Macleane  ^^  iignifying  thereupon  his  readinefs  to  give 
the  Court  every  poffible  fatisfad:ion  on  that  fubjed:^ 
but  the  powers  with  which  he  was  intruded  by  the 
papers  in  his  cuflody,  being  mixed  with  other  mat- 
*'  ters  of  a  nature  extremely  confidential,  he  would 
*^  fubmit  the  fame  to  the  infpe(5tion  of  any  three  of 
^^  the  members  of  the  Court ;"  the  faid  Court  of  Di- 
rectors empowered  the  Chairman,  Deputy  Chairman^ 
and  Richard  Beecher,  Efq.  to  infpedt  the  authorities, 
powers,  and  dirediions,  with  which  Mr.  Macleane  was 
furnifhed  by  Mr.  Haftings,  to  make  the  propofitions 
contained  in  his  letter  of  the  loth  of  Odl'ober  1776, 
and  to  report  their  opinion  thereon.  And  the  faid 
Committee  did  accordingly,  on  the  23d  of  the  faid 
month,  report,  "  That,  having  conferred  with  Mr. 
*^  Macleane  on  the  fubjed:  of  his  letter  prefented 
to  the  Court  the  nth  inflant,  they  found,  th?.t^ 
from  the  purport  of  Mr.  Haftings's  infLrudions, 
contained  in  a  paper  in  his  own  hand  writing,  given 
to  Mr.  Macleane,  and  produced  by  him  to  them, 
Mr.  Hafhings  declared^  he  would  not  continue  in 
the  government  of  Bengal,  unlefs  certain  conditions, 
therein  fpecified,  could  be  obtained,  of  vv^hich  they 
faw  no  probability ;  and  Mr.  George  Vanfittart  had 
declared  to  them,  that  he  was  prefent  w^hen  thefe 
**  inftrudiions  were  given  to  Mr.  Macleane,  and  when 
*■*  Mr,  Haftings  empowered  Mr.  Macleane  to  declare  his 
^  refignation  to  the  faid  Court  j  that  Mr.  Stewart  had 
.      D  d  2  <^  like- 


6C 


[       204      ] 

"  likewife  confirmed  to  them,  that  Mr.  Haflingg 
"  declared  to  him,  that  he  had  given  directions  to  the 
^^  above  purpofe  by  Mr.  Macleane/* 

And  the  Court  of  Diredlors  having  received  from  the 
faid  report,  due  fatisfacftion  refpe£ting  the  authority 
Vefted  in  the  faid  Lauehlin  Macleane,  to  propofe  the 
faid  reiisinatioli  of  the  office  of  Governor  General  of 
Bengal,  did  unanimoufly  refolve  to  accept  the  fame ; 
and  did  alfo,  tinder  powers  vefted  in  the  faid  Court  the 
by  act  of  the  13th  }^ear  of  His  prefent  Majefly,  "  no- 
*^  minate  and  appoint  Edward  Wheler,  Efq.  to  fuc« 
*^  ceed  to  the  ofiice  in  the  Council  of  Fort  William^ 
'^  in  Bengal,  which  will  become  vacant  by  the  faid 
^^  refigrfation,  if  fuch  nomination  fhall  be  approved 
^'  by  His  Majefly  :"  which  nomination  and  appoint- 
ment was  afterwards  in  due  form  approved  and  cos- 
firmed  by  His  Majefty. 

That  the  Court  6f  Diredtors  did^  by  a  poflfcript  to" 
their  general  letter^  dated  25th  Od:ober  1776,  ac- 
quaint the  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Cal- 
cutta, of  their  acceptance  of  the  faid  refignation; 
of  their  appointment  of  Edward  Wheler,  Efq.  td 
fill  the  faid  vacancy,  and  of  His  Majefty's  approba-> 
tion  of  the  faid  appointment,  together  with  the  grounds 
of  their  faid  proceedings ;  and  did  tranfmlt  to  the  faid 
Governor  General  and  Council,  copies  of  the  faid  in- 
llruments  of  appointment  and  confirmation. 

That  the  faid  difpatches  from  the  Court  of  Dite&d-i^^ 
were  received  at  Calcutta,  and  were  read  in  Council 
on  the  19th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  1777  j  and  that 
Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  having  taken  nc>  fteps  to  yield 
the  government  to  his  fuccelibr,  General  Clavering, 
and  having  obferved  a  prof0ilnd  file  nee  on  the  fubjed; 
of  the  faid  difpatches^  he^  the  faid  General  Ciavering, 
did,  on  the  next  day^  being  the  20th  of  June,  by  a 
letter  addrelfed  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  require 
him  to  furrendcr  the  keys  of  Fort  William,  and  of  the 
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Gom^jany's  treafilries :  but  the  fald  Warren  Hailings, 
did  pofitively  refufe  to  comply  with  the  faid  requilition, 
^'  denying  that  his  office  was  vacated,  and  declaring 
*^  his  refokitio  to  aflert  arid  maintain  his  authority  by 
*^  every  legal  means;'* 

That  the  faid  General  Clavering,  conceiving,  that 
the  office  of  Governor  General  was  vacated,  by  the  ar- 
rival of  the  laid  difpatches,  which  acquainted  the 
Council  General  of  the  reiignation  of  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  and  the  appointment  of  the  faid  Edward 
M^helcr,  Efq. ;  and  that  hcj  the  faid  General  Clavering, 
had,  in  confequence  thereof^  legally  fucceeded,  under 
the  proviiions  of  the  a€l:  of  the  i3th  year  of  His  pre- 
Tent  Majefty's  reign^  to  the  laid  office  of  Governor 
General,  be'edme  Vacant  ih  the  manner  aforefaid ;  did, 
in  virtue  thereof^  iflue,  in  his  Own  name,  fummonfes 
to  Richard  Harwell,  Efq;  and  Philip  Francis,  Efq. 
members  of  the  Council,  to  attend  the  fame  ;  and  in 
the  prefence  of  the  faid  Philip  Francis,  Efq.  who 
obeyed  the  faid  fumrtlons,  did  take  the  oaths  as  Go- 
vernor Generalj  and  did  fit  and  prelide  in  Council  as 
Governor  General,  arid  prepared  feverai  adts  and  re- 
folutions  in  the  faid  capacity  of  Governor  General ; 
and  didi  ambngit  Other  things,  prepare  a  proclama- 
tion to  be  made  of  his  faid  fucceiljon  to  the  govern- 
tnent^  and  of  its  commencing  from  the  date  of  the 
faid  proclamation  ;  but  did  not  carry  any  of  the  acfts  or 
refolutions  fo  prepared  into  execution. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did,  notwithilanding 
thereof,  and  in  purfuance  of  his  refoiution,  to  afferc 
and  maintain  his  authoriry^^  illegally  and  unjuitifiabjy 
fommon  the  Council  to  meet  in  another  departmentj 
and  did  lit  and  prelide  therein,  apart  from  the  faid 
General  Clavering  and  his  Council ;  -and  in  conjuncftion 
with  Richard  Barweil,  Efq.  who  concurred  therein  ^ 
iffued  fundry  orders,  and  did  fundry  ad:s  of  govern- 
ment belonsiinff  to  the  office  of  Governor  Genera!  i 
and,  amongll  others,  did  order  feverai  letters  to 
be  written  in  -the  name  of  the  Go veinor  General  ^.nd 
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Council,  and  did  fubfcrlbe  the  fame,  to  the  Com* 
tnandant  of  the  Garrifon  of  Fort  William ;  and  to  the 
commanding  Officer  at  Barrackpore  ;  and  to  the  com- 
manding Officers  at  the  other  ftations;  and  alfo  to  the 
Provincial  Councils,  and  Colle6lors  in  the  provinces; 
enjoining  them  feverally  ^^  to  obey  no  orders,  except- 
*'  inp-  fuch  as  iTiould  be  figned  by  the  faid  Warren 
*^  Haflings,  or  a  majority  of  his  Council/* 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did,  by  the  faid  pro* 
ceedings,  which  were  contrary  both  to  law  and  to  good 
faith,  conflitute  a  double  government,  thereby  deftroy- 
ing  and  annihilating  all  government  whatever;  and, 
by  his  faid  orders  to  the  military  officers,  did  prepare 
for  open  refiflance  by  arms^  expofing  thereby  tlie  fet- 
tlement  and  all  the  inhat)itants,  fubjed:s  of,  or  depen* 
dent  on,  the  Britifh  Government,  whether  native  or 
European,  not  only  to  political  diflradrions,  but  to 
the  horrors  of  civil  war ;  and  did,  by  expofing  the  di- 
vifions  and  weaknefs  of  the  Supreme  Government,  and 
thereby  loofening  the  obedience  of  the  provinces, 
Ihake  the  whole  foundation  of  Britifh  authority,  and 
imminently  endanger  the  exiilence  of  the  Britilh  na- 
tion in  India. 

That  the  faid  evils  were  averted  only  by  the  modera- 
tion of  the  faid  General  Clavering,  and  Philip  Francis, 
Efq.  in  confenting  to  a  reference,  and  fubmitting  to 
the  decifion  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Judicature,  although  they  entertained  no  doubts  them- 
felves  on  the  legality  of  their  proceedings,  and  the  va- 
lidity of  General  Clavering's  inflant  right  to  the  chair; 
and  although  they  w^ere  not  in  any  way  bound  by  law 
to  confult  the  faid  Judges,  who  had  no  legal  or  judi- 
cial authority  therein,  in  virtue  of  their  offices,  or  as 
a  Cuurt  of  Juilice  j  but  were  confulted,  and  interpofed 
their  advice  only  as  individuals,  by  the  voluntary  re- 
ference of  the  parties  in  the  faid  difpute.  And  the 
faid  Warren  Haitlngs,  by  his  declaration,  entered  in 
minutes  of  Council,  "^  that  it  was  his  determination  to 
*^  abide  by  the  opinion  of  the  Judges,"  and  by  the 
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meafures  he  had  previoufly  taken  as  aforefald,  to  en- 
force the  fame  by  arms,  did  rifque  all  the  dangerous 
confequences  above  mentioned;  which  mufl  have  taken 
place,  if  the  faid  General  Clavering,  and  Philip  Fran- 
cis, Efq.  had  not  been  more  tender  of  the  public  in- 
terefts,  and  lefs  tenacious  of  their  own  rights,  and  had 
perliiled  in  their  claim,  as  they  were  by  law  intitled  to 
do,  the  extra-judicial  interpolition  of  the  Judges  not- 
wdthilanding;  and  from  which  claim  they  receded  only 
from  their  defire  to  preferve  the  peace  of  the  fettle- 
ment,  and  to  prevent  the  mifchiefs  which  the  illegal 
refiftance  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  would  otherwife 
infallibly  have  occalioned. 

That  after  the  faid  Judges  had  delivered  their  opi- 
nion, "  That  the  place  and  office  of  Governor  Gene- 
ral of  this  Prefidency,  had  not  yet  been  vacated 
by  Warren  Haftings,  and  that  the  adtual  affump- 
tion  of  the  government,  by  the  member  of  the 
^^  Council,  next  in  fucceffion  to  Mr.  Haftings,  in  con- 
^'  fequence  of  any  deduction  which  could  be  m.ade 
*'  from  the  papers  communicated  to  them,  would  be 
*^  abfolutely  illegal/'  And  after  the  faid  General  Cla- 
vering, and  Philip  Francis,  Efq.  had  iigniiied  to  the 
faid  W^arren  Haftings,  by  a  letter  dated  the  21ft  of 
June,  ''  their  intention  to  acquiefce  in  the  faid  op^ 
^^  nion  of  the  Judges;^'  and  when  the  differences  in 
the  Supreme  Council  were  by  thefe  means  compofed, 
and  the  calamities  confequent  thereon  were  avoided^ 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  and  Richard  Barwell,  Efq. 
did  once  more  endanger  the  public  peace  and  fecurity, 
by  other  illegal,  unwarrantable,  and  unprovoked  adls 
of  violence ;  having  omitted  to  fummon  either  the  faid 
General  Clavering,  or  the  faid  Philip  Francis,  Efq. 
to  Council ;  and  having,  in  a  Council  held  thus  pri- 
vately and  clandeftinely,  and  contrary  to  law,  on 
the  2 2d  day  of  June,  come  to  the  following  refolu- 


tions^  VIZ. 


^^  Refolved,  —  That  by  the  faid  afe,  orders,  and 
**  'declarations  of  Lieutenant-general  John  Clavering, 
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^^  recited  in  the  foregoing  papers  ([meaning  the  pro- 
*^  eeedings  of  General  Clavering,  in  his  feparate 
^^  Council  on  the  20th  of  June]  he  has  adtually 
iifurped  and  aiTumed,  and  taken  pofleffion  of  the 
place  and  office  of  Governor  General  of  the  Piefi- 
dency  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  granted  by  the, 
^^  ad:  of  the  13th  of  His  prefent  Majefly  to  Warren 
"  Haftings,  Efq, 

^^  Refolved,  —  That  Lieutenant-general  John  Cla- 
^^  vering  has  thereby  relinquifhed,  religned,  furren- 
'^  dered^  and  vacated,  the  office  of  Senior  Counfellor 
*'  of  Fort  WilUani  in  Bengal, 

^'  Refolved,  —  That  Lieutenant-general  John  Cla^ 
^^  vering  has  thereby  relinquifhed,  religned,  furren- 
^*  dered,  and  vacated  his  place  of  Commander  in 
"  Chief  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India. 


*'  Refolved,  —  That  Richard  Barwell,  Efq,  by  vir- 
^'  tue  of  the  faid  adt  qf  Parliam.ent,  and  by  the  death 
"  of  the  Honourable  George  Monfon,  Efq.  is  pro- 
*'  moted  to  the  office  of  Senior  Counfellor  of  the  Pre-. 

iidency  of  Fort  William  in  Bengal,  in  confequence 

of  the  faid  relinquiihment,  refignation,  furrender^ 

and  vacation  of  General  Clavering. 


^'  Refolved,  —  That  the  office  of  Commander  in 
"  Chief  of  the  Company's  forces  in  India,  by  the  re- 
'^  linquiffiment,  resignation,  furrender,  and  vaca- 
^^  tion,  of  General  Clavering,  and   by  the   death  of 

the  Honourable   George   Monfon^    Efq.    does    no 

longer  exift. 
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Refolved,  — » That,  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
^"^  legality  of  our  proceedings.  Lieutenant-general 
*^  John  Clavering  be  not  in  future  fummoned  or  ad- 
*'  mitted  as  a  member  of  the  Governor  General  and;. 
''  Council/' 

And 
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And  the  faid  Warren  Hailmgs  and  Richard  Barwell, 
Efq.  did  again  fit  in  Council  on  the  next  day,  being 
the  23d  of  June,  without  fummoning  either  General 
Clavering,  or  Philip  Francis,  Efq.;  and  did  come  to 
feveral  other  refoiutions,  and  make  feveral  orders, 
contrary  to  law  or  juflice,  and  inconfiilent  with  the 
tranquillity  and  the  fecurity  of  the  fettlement ;  that  is 
to  fay,  they  ordered  their  fecretary  ^^  to  notify  to  Ge*- 
"  neral  Clavering  that  the  Board  had  declared  his 
*^  offices  of  Senior  Counfellor  and  Commander  in  Chief 
^^  to  be  vacant ;  and  to  furnilh  him  with  a  copy  of 
*^  thefe  proceedings,  containing  the  grounds  of  the 
*^  Board  for  the  aforefaid  declaration." 

And  they  ordered  extradis  of  the  faid  proceedings 
^'  to  be  ilTued  in  General  orders,  with  letters  to  all 
^^  the  provincial  councils  and  military  ilations,  direc- 
^'  ting  them  to  publifh  the  fame  in  general  orders  :" 
and  they  refolved,  '^  That  all  military  returns  be  made 
*^  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  in  their  mi- 
^'  litary  department,  until  a  Commander  in  Chief  Ihall 
^^  be  appointed  by  the  Company." 

That  on  the  day  following,  that  is  to  fay,  on  the 
24th  of  June,  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  did  again 
omit  to  fummon  General  Clavering  to  Council,  and 
did  again,  together  with  Richard  Barwell,  Efq,  who 
concurred  therein,  adhere  to  and  confirm  the  faid  ille- 
gal refolutions  come  to  on  the  two  former  days,  de- 
claring "  that  they  could  not  be  retradted  but  by  the 
"  prefent  authority  of  the  law,  or  by  future  or- 
^^  ders  from  home  ;"  and  aggravating  the  guilt  of  the 
faid  unjuftifiable  aOis,  by  declaring,  as  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings  did,  '^  that  they  were  not  the  precipitate 
*''  efFed:s  of  an  inftant  and  paffionate  impulfe,  buu  the 
^'  fruits  of  long  and  mofl  temperate  deliberations,  of 
*'^  inevitable  neceffity,  of  the  ftridtefl  fenfe  of  public 
^^  duty,  and  of  a  conviction  equal  in  its  impreffion  on 
^*  his  mind  to  abfolute  certainty." 

E  e  That 
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That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  was  the  lefs  excufable 
in  this  obflinate  adherence  to  his  former  unjuft  pro- 
ceedings, as  the  faid  declarations  were  made  in  anfwer 
to  a  motion  made  by  Philip  Francis,  Efq,  for  the  re^ 
verfal  of  the  faid  proceedings,  and  to  a  niinute  intro« 
ducing  the  faid  motion ;  in  which  Mr,  Francis  fet 
forth,  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manner,  and  in  terms 
with  which  the  Court  of  Diredtors  have  (ince  declared 
their  entire  concurrence,  both  the  extreme  danger  and 
the  illegality  and  invalidity  of  the  laid  proceedings  of 
Warren  Haflings  and  Richard  Barwell,  Efq.  conclud- 
ing the  faid  minute  by  the  following  conciliatory  de- 
claration :  ^^  And,  that  this  falutary  motion  may  not 
*'  be  impeded  by  any  idea  or  fufpicion  that  General 
^^  Clavering  may  do  any  a6t  inconliftent  with  the  ac- 
quiefcence  which  both  he  and  I  have  avowed  in  the 
decifion  of  the  judges,  I  will  undertake  to  anfwer 
for  him  in  this  refped:;  or  that,  if  he  fhould  depart 
*^  from  the  true  fpirit  and  meaning  of  that  acquief- 
*^  cence,  I  will  not  be  a  party  with  him  in  fuch  pro* 
*^  ceedings,*' 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  could  not  plead  ig- 
norance of  the  law  in  excufe  for  the  faid  illegal  adts, 
as  it  appears,  from  the  proceedings  of  the  four  pre- 
ceding days,  that  he  was  well  acquainted  with  the 
tenure  by  which  the  members  of  the  Council  held  their 
ofHces  under  the  adl  of  the  13th  of  His  prefent  Ma- 
jefly,  and  had  flated  the  fame  as  a  ground  for  retaining 
his  own  office,  contrary  to  an  exprefs  declaration  of 
the  Court  of  Dire(flors,  and  an  inflrument  under  the 
fign  manual  of  His  Majefly  :  and  the  Judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  in  their  rcafons  for  their  deciiion  in 
his  favour,  had  flated  the  provifions  in  the  faid  ad:, 
fo  far  as  they  related  to  the  matter  in  difpute ;  from 
which  it  appeared,  that  there  were  but  four  grounds 
on  which  the  office  of  any  member  of  the  Council 
Gould  be  vacated  ;  namely,  death,  removal,  refignation, 
or  promotion.  And  as  the  ad:  confined  the  power  of 
removal  to  '^  His  Majefly,  his  heirs  and  fuccefTors, 
**  upon  reprefentation  made  by  the  Court  of  Direc- 

".  tors. 
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*^  tors    of  the   faid   United   Company  for  the   time 
^^  being  /*  and  conferred  no  fuch  power  on  the  Go- 
vernor General,  or  a  majority  of  the  Council,  to  re* 
move,  on  any   ground,   or  for  any  caufe  whatever, 
one  of  their  colleagues ;  fo,  granting  the  claim  of  Ge* 
neral   Clavering  to  the  chair,    and  his  adts  done  in 
furtherance  thereof,  to  have  been  illegal  and  criminal 
in  whatever  degree,  yet  it  did  not  furnilh  to  the  reft 
of  the  Council  any  ground  to  remove  hirti  from  hi^ 
office  of  counfellor,  under  the  provilions  of  the  faid 
adt ;  and  there  could  therefore  remain  only  his  refig-^ 
nation  or  'promotion^  as  a  poffible  means  of  vacating 
his  faid  office.     But  with  regard  to  the  promotion  of 
General  Clavering  to  the  office  of  Governor  General, 
although  he  claimed  it  himfelf,  yet,  as  Mn  Hallingft 
did  not  admit  k,  and  as,  in  fadt,  it  was  even  receded 
from  by  General  Clavering,  it  could  not  be  confider- 
ed,  at  leail  by  Mr.  Haftings,  as  a  valid  ground  fof 
vacating  his  office  of  fenior  counfellor,   fmce  the  adt 
requires  for  that  purpofe,  not  a  rejedled  claim,  but 
an  ad:ual  and   effeilual  promotion ;  and  General  Cla- 
vering*s   office  of  Counfellor  could  no  more  be   va- 
cated  by   fuch   a  naked    claim,  unfupported  and  d if- 
allowed,  than  the  feat  of  a  member  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons   could  be  vacated,  and  a  new  writ  illued 
to  fupply  the   vacancy,  by  his   claim  to  the  office  of 
tleward  of  the  Chiltern  Hundreds,  when  His  Majefly 
has   refufed  to   appoint  him  to   the  faid  office.     And 
with   regard  to  refignation,    although    the  faid  War- 
ren  Haftings,  as  a  colour  to   his    illegal  refolutions, 
had  affectedly  introduced  the  word  ^'  refigncd,'*  amongft 
thofe  of  '^  relinquiihed,  furrendered,  and  vacated,**  yet 
he  "well   knew  that  General   Clavering   had    made   no. 
offer  nor  declaration  of   his  refignation  of  his  offices 
of  Senior  Counfellor  and   Commander  in  Chief;  and 
that  he  did  not  claim  the  office  of  Governor  General 
on  the  ground  of  any  fuch  refignation  made  by  him- 
■fulf,  but   on  the  ground  of  a  refignation  made  by  the 
laid  Warr-en    Haftings;    which    refignation   the    faid 
Warren  Haftings  did  not    admit ;  and  the  yfe  of  the 
term  refigned^  on  that  oceaiion,  was  therefore  a  ma- 

£  e  2  nifeli 


nifefl  and  a  wilful  mifconflrudlion  and  mifapplica^ 
tion  of  the  words  of  the  adl  of  His  prelcnt  Majefly, 
And  fuch  mifinterpretation  and  falfe  exteniion  of  the 
term  of  refignation  was  the  more  indecent  in  the  faid 
Warren  Hailings,  as  he  was  at  the  fame  moment 
difavowing  and  refilling  to  give  efFedl  to  his  own 
clear  and  exprefs  refignation,  according  to  the  true 
intent  and  meaning  of  the  word,  as  ufed  in  the  faid 
adt,  made  by  his  agent,  duly  authorized  and  inflrudted 
by  himfelf  fo  to  do,  to  an  authority  competent  to  re- 
ceive and  accept  the  fame. 

That  although  the  faid  Warren  Hallings  did  after- 
wards recede  from  the  faid  illegal  meafures,  in  com- 
pliance with  the  opinion  and  advice  of  the  judges 
again  interpofed,  and  did  thereby  avoid  the  guilt  of 
fuch  farther  adts,  and  the  blame  of  fuch  farther  evils, 
as  mufl  have  been  confequent  on  a  perliftance  therein ; 
yet  he  was,  neverthelefs,  flill  guilty  of  the  illegal 
adts  above  defcribed ;  and  the  fame  are  great  crimes 
and  mifdemeanors. 

That,  although  the  Judges  did  decide  that  the  of- 
fice of  Governor  General,  held  by  the  faid  Warren 
Hailings,  was  not  ipjo  fa£fo^  and  inftanter^  vacated  by 
the  arrival  of  the  faid  difpatches  and  documents, 
tranfmitted  by  the  Court  of  Diredtors ;  and  did  con- 
lider  the  faid  confequences  of  the  refignation  as  await- 
ing fome  future  ad:  or  event  for  its  complete  and  ef- 
fediual  operation;  yet  the  faid  judges  did  not  de- 
clare any  opinion  on  the  ultimate  invalidity  of  the 
faid  adts  of  Lauchliii  Macleane,  Efq.  as  not  being 
binding  on  his  principal,  Warren  Hailings,  Efq.  nor 
did  they  declare  any  opinion,  that  the  obligation  of 
the  faid  refignation  was  not  from  the  beginning  con- 
clufive  and  effedtual,  although  its  operation  was,  from 
the  neceffity  of  the  cafe,  on  account  of  the  diftance 
between. England  and  India,  to  take  place  only  in  fu- 
ture ;  or  that  the  faid  refignation  made  by  Lauchlin 
Macleane,  Efq.  was  only  an  offer  or  propofal  of  a  re- 
.fignation  to    be  made  at  fome  future  and  indefinite 

period^ 
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pefiod,  or  a  mere  intimation  of  the  defire  of  Warren 
Hatlings,  Efq.  to  relign  at  fome  future  and  indefinite, 
period,  and  tiiat  the  laid  refignation,  notvvithflanding 
the  acceptance  thereof  by  the  Court  of  Directors,  and 
the  regular  appointment  and  confirmation  of  a  fuc- 
ceflbr,  was  ftill  to  remain  optional  in  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  to  be  ratified  or  departed  from  at  his  future 
choice  or  pleafure :  nor  did  the  faid  Judges  pro- 
nounce, nor  do  any  of  their  reafonings  which  accom- 
panied their  decifion  tend  to  eflablilh  it  as  their  opi- 
nion, that  even  the  time  for  ratifying  and  completing 
the  faid  tranfadiion  was  to  be  at  the  fole  difcretion  of 
the  laid  Warren  Haftings  ;  but  they  only  delivered 
their  opinion,  as  aforefaid,  that  his  faid  ofBce  "  has 
not  yet  been  vacated,  and  (therefore)  that  the  actual 
aliumption  of  the  Government  by  the  member  of 
the  Council  next  in  fucceflion  was  (in  the  adiual 
*^  circum'ftances,  and  rebus  ftc  ft antihus)  illegal." 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  does  no  where  him- 
felf  contend,  that  the  faid  refignation  was  not  abfo- 
lute,  but  optional,  according  to  the  true  meaning 
and  underilanding  of  the  parties  in  England,  and  fo 
far  as  the  ad:s  of  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Efq;  and  the 
Court  of  Diredtors,  were  binding  on  him  ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  he  grounds  his  refufal  to  complete  the 
fame,  not  on  any  interpretation  of  the  words  in  which 
the  faid  refignation,  and  the  other  inflruments  afore- 
faid, were  conceived,  but  rather  on  a  difavowal  (not 
direct  indeed,  but  implied)  of  his  faid  agent,  and  of 
the  powers  under  which  the  faid  agent  had  claimed  to 
ad:  in  his  behalf.  Neither  did  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings ground  his  faid  refufal  on  any  objed:ion  to  the 
particular  day,  or  period,  or  circumftances,  in  which 
the  requifition  of  General  Clavering  was  made;  nor 
accompany  the  faid  refufal  with  any  qualification  in 
that  refped:,  or  with  any  intimation  that  he  would 
.at  any  future  or  more  convenient  feafon,  comply  with 
the  fame ;  although  fuch  an  intimation  might  pro- 
.bably  have  induced  General  Clavering  to  wave  an 
inftant  and  immediate  claim  to  the  chair,  and  might, 

therefore^ 
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therefore,  have  prevented  the  diflradtibns  which  hap- 
pened, and  the  greater  evils  which  impended,  in  con- 
lequence  of  the  laid  claim  of  General  Clavering,  and 
the  faid  refufal   of   Warren   Haftings,  Efq;  but  the 
faid  Warren  Hallings  did,    on  the  contrary,   exprefs 
his  faid  refufal  in  fuch  general  and  unqualified  terms, 
as  intimated  an  intention  to  refifl  abfolutely  and  alto- 
gether, both   then   and  at  any  future  time,    the  faid 
requifition  of  General  Clavering.     And  the  fubfequent 
proceedings  of  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  do  all  con^ 
cur  in  proving  that  fuch  was  his  intention  :  for   he 
did   afterwards,   in  conformity-  to   the  advice  of  the 
Judges,   move  a   refolution   in  Council,    "That  all 
*^  parties    be   placed  in  the   fame  fituation  in  which 
*'  they  flood  before  the  receipt   of  the    lafl  advices 
*^  from  England ;  referving  and   fubmitting  to  a  de- 
*'  ciiion  in  England,  the  refpeCtive  claims  that  each 
♦^  party  may  conceive  they   have    a  right  to    make, 
"  but  not  adiing  upon  thole  claims  till  fuch  decifioii 
*'  ihail   arrive  in  Bengal ;''  thereby  clearly  and  expli- 
citly  declaring,  that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  furren- 
der  the  government  until  fuch  decifion  ihould  arrive 
in   Bengal,  which  could  not  be  exped:ed  in  lefs  time 
than  a  year  and  a  half  after  the  date  of  the  faid  refo- 
lution;  and  thereby  clearly  and  explicitly   declaring, 
that  he  did  not  coniider  his  reiignation  as  binding  for 
the  prefent.     And  the  faid  intention  was  manifefied, 
if  poffible,   flill  more  dired:ly  and  exprefsly,  in  a  let- 
ter written  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  to  the  Court 
of  Diredors,  dated  the  15th   of  Auguil  1777,  being 
^Imoft   two  miOnths  after  the  receipt  of  the  faid  dif- 
patches;  in  which  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  declares, 
that  ''  he  did  not  hold  himfelf  bound  by  the  notifi- 
"  cation  made  by  Mr*  Macleane,  nor  by  any  of  the 
"  a(5ts  confequent  of  it." 

That,  fuch  appearing  to  have  been  the  intention  of 
the  faid  Warren  Hailings,  General  Clavering  was  juf- 
tified  in  immediately  afiuming  the  Government,  with- 
out waiting  for  any  future  ad:  of  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings  for  the  ad:ual-  furrender  of  the  faid  Government, 

none 
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none  fuch  being  Hkely  to  happen ;  and  Philip  Francis^ 
Efq.  was  jullified  in  fupporting  General  Claveiing  in 
the  fame,  on  the  founded  principles  of  juftice,  and  on 
a  maxim  received  in  courts  of  equity,  namely,  That 
no  one  fhali  avail  himfelf  of  his  own  wrong  ;  and  that, 
if  any  one  refufe  or  neglect  to  perform  that  which  he 
is  bound  to  do,  the  rights  of  others  Ihall  not  be  pre- 
judiced  thereby,  but  fuch  adis  ihall  be  deemed  and  re- 
puted to  have  been  actually  performed,  and  all  the 
confequences  Ihall  be  enforced,  which  would  have  fol- 
lowed from  fuch  adlual  performance ;  and  therefore 
the  refolutions  moved  and  voted  in  Council  by  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings,  declaring  the  offices  of  General 
Clavering  to  be  vacant,  were  not  only  illegal,  in  as 
much  as  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  had  no  authority  to 
warrant  fuch  a  declaration,  even  on  the  fuppofition  of 
the  adts  of  General  Clavering  being  contrary  to  law ; 
but  the  faid  refolutions  were  farther  highly  culpable 
and  criminal,  in  as  much  as  the  faid  adts  done  by  Ge- 
neral Clavering,  which  were  made  the  pretence  of  that 
proceeding,  were  ilridlly  regular  and  legal. 

That  the  refufal  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  to  ra^ 
tify  the  faid  refignation,  and  his  difavowal  of  the  faid 
J^auchlin  Macleane,  his  agent,  is  not  juftified  by  any 
thing  contained  in  his  faid  letter  to  the  Court  of  Di-^ 
redtors,  dated  on  the  15th  of  Auguft,  1777,  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings  no  where  diredtly  and  pofitively  af- 
ferting  that  the  faid  Lauchlin  Mackleane  was  not  his 
agent,  and  had  not  both  full  and  general  powers,  and 
even  particular  inftrudtions,  for  this  very  adt,  although 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings  ufes  many  indiredt  and  cir- 
cuitous, but  infufficient  and  inapplicable,  infinuations 
to  that  effedl.  And  the  faid  letter  does,  on  the  con- 
trary, contain  a  clear  and  exprefs  avowal  that  the  faid 
Lauchlin  Macleane  was  his  confidential  agent,  and  that 
in  that  capacity  he  adted  throughout,  and  particularly 
Jn  this  fpecial  matter,  with  zeal  and  fidelity.  And  the 
faid  letter  does  farther  admit,  in  effedt,  the  inftruc- 
tions  produced  by  the  faid  Lauchlin  Macleane,  Efq. 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Vanfittart  and  Mr,  Stewart,  and  re- 
lied 
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lied  on  and  confided  in  by  the  Cotirt  of  Dlre(S:6rs,  by 
which  the  faid  Lauchlin  Macleane  appeared  to  be  fpe- 
cially  empowered  to  declare  the  laid  reiignation  ;  the 
words  of  the  faid  inftrudion  being  as  follow  :  "  That 
*'  he  (Mr.  fiailings)  will  not  continue  in  the  Govern^ 
"  ment  of  Bengal^  unlefs  certain  conditions  therein  fpe- 
*^  ciiied  can  be  obtained  :"  and  the  words  of  the  faid 
letter  beine  as  follow  :  "  What  I  mvlelf  know  with 
*^  certainty,  or  can  recoiled:  at  this  diltance  of  time, 
^^  concerning  the  powers  and  inilru(9:ions  which  were 
*'  given  to  Meffrs.  Macleane  and  Graham,  when  they 
^^  undertook  to  be  my  agents  in  England,  I  will  cir- 
cumllantially  relate. 


£C 


£4 


*^  I  am  in  poflefEon  of  two  papers  which  were  pre- 
fented  to  thofe  gentlemen  at  the  time  of  their  de- 
parture from  Bengal ;  one  of  which  comprifes  four 
fhort  propofitions,  zvhicb  I  required  as  the  conditions 
of  my  being  confirmed  in  this  Government,'*^ 


And  although  the  faid  Warren  Hafhings  does  here 
artfully  fomewhat  change  the  words  of  his  written  in- 
flru(5lions  (and  which,  having  in  his  pofTeffion,  he 
might  as  eafily  have  given  verbatim)  to  other  words 
vv'hich  may  appear  lefs  explicit,  yet  they  are,  in  facft, 
capable  of  only  the  fame  meaning  ;  for  as,  at  the  time 
of  giving  the  faid  indrudtions  to  his  agents,  he  was  in 
full  polTellion  of  his  office,  he  could  want  no  confir- 
mation therein,  except  his  own ;  and,  in  fuch  circum- 
ilances,  "  to  require  certain  things,  as  the  condition  of 
*'-  his  being  confirmed  in  his  Government^'  is  tantamount 
to  a  declaration,  *'  that  he  will  not  continue  in  his  Go- 
■*'•  vernment  unlefs  thofe  conditions  can  be  obtained^  And 
the  faid  attempt  at  prevarication  can  ferve  its  author  the 
lefs,  as  either  both  fentences  have  one  and  the  fame 
meaning,  or,  if  their  meaning  be  different,  the  ori- 
ginal inllrudtions,  in  his  own  hand  writing,  or,  in  other 
words,  the  thing  itfelf,  muft  be  preferred  as  evidence 
of  its  contents,  to  a  loofe  flatement  of  its  purport, 
founded  perhaps  on  a  loofe  recollection  of  it  at  a  great 
clillance  pf  time, 

.    That 
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That  the  faid  rcfufal  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq*  was 
a  breach  of  faith  with  th^  Court  of  Directors  and  His 
Majefty's  Miniflers  in  England,  as  the  faid  refignation 
was  not  merely  a  voluntary  offer,  without  any  confide- 
ration,  and  therefore  fubjed:  to  be  recalled  or  retracted 
at  the  pleafure  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  but  oughc 
rather  to  be  confidered  as  havino;  been  the  refult  of  a 
negotiation  carried  on  between  Mr.  Maclcane,  for  the 
benefit  of  Warren  Haftings,  Efq.  on  the  one  hand, 
and  by  the  Court  of  Dirediors,  for  the  intereib  of  the 
Company,  on  the  other  :  which  view  of  the  tranfac- 
tion  will  appear  the  more  probable,  when  it  is  confi- 
dered that,  at  the  time  of  the  faid  refignation,  a  flrid: 
inquiry  had  been  carrying  on,  by  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, into  the  condud:  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings ; 
and  the  Solicitor  and  Counfel  to  the  Company,  and 
other  eminent  Counfel,  had  given  it  as  their  opinions, 
on  cafes  ftated  to  them,  that  there  were  grounds  for 
fuing  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  in  the  courts  of  law 
and  equity,  and  that  the  Company  would  be  entitled 
to  recover  in  the  faid  fuits  againft  Warren  Haftings, 
Efq.  feverai  very  large  fums  of  money,  taken  by  him 
in  his  office  of  Governor  General,  contrary  to  law,  and 
in  breach  of  his  covenants,  and  of  his  duty  to  the 
Company  and  the  Public  ;  and  the  Court  of  Directors 
had  alfo  come  to  various  fevere  refolutions  of  cenfure 
againft  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  and,  amongft  others, 
to  a  refolution  to  recal  the  faid  Warrea  Haftings,  and 
remove  him  from  his  office  of  Governor  General,  to 
anfwer  for  fundry  great  crimes  and  delinq^uencies  by 
him  committed  in  his  faid  office. 

And,  on  thefe  accounts,  it  appears  probable,  that 
the  faid  refignation  was  tendered  and  accepted,  as  a 
confideration  for  fome  beneficial  concefilions  made  in 
confequence  thereof  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in 
his  faid  dangerous  and  defperate  condition. 

And  the  faid  refufal  was  alfo  an  aft  of  g-reat  difre- 
fpeft  to  the  Court  of  Direftors,  and  to  His  Majefty ; 
and,   by  tendering  abortive  their  faid  meafures,  fo- 

F  f  lemnly 
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lemnly  and  deliberately  taken,  and  ratified  and  con- 
firmed by  His  Majelly,  tended  to  bring  the  authority 
of  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  of  His  Majefty,  into 
contempt. 

And  the  faid  refufal  was  an  injury  to  General  Cla- 
vering. 

And  was  alfo,  or  might  have  been,  a  great  injury  to 
Edward  Wheler/Efq. 

And  was  an  ad:  of  fignal  treachery  to  Lauchlin  Mac- 
leane,  Efq. ;  as  alfo  to  Mr.  Vanfittart  and  Mr.  Stewart, 
whofe  honours  and  veracity  were  thereby  brought  into 
queflion,  doubt,  and  fufpicion. 

And  the  faid  refufal  was  prejudicial  to  the  affairs  of 
the  fervants  of  the  Company  in  India,  by  fhaking  the 
confidence  to  be  placed  in  their  agents  by  thofe  per- 
fons  with  whom  it  might  be  for  their  intermits  to  nego- 
tiate on  any  matter  of  importance,  and  by  thus  fub- 
jediing  the  communication  of  perfons  abroad  with 
thofe  at  home  to  difficulties  not  known  before. 
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Charges    of    High    Crimes    and 
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ARREN   HASTINGS,   Esq, 

Late  Governor  General  of  Bengal; 


Prefented  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  on  the  i  ^th  Day  of  April 

1786, 

By  the  Right  Honourable  EDMUND  BURKK 
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No.  X. 


THAT  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  the  year 
1777,  did  grant  to  the  Surgeon  General  a  con- 
trad:  for  three  years,  for  defraying  every  kind  of 
hofpital  and  medicinal  expence — not  only  in  breach  of 
the  general  orders  of  the  Court  of  Diredtors  with  re- 
fped:  to  the  duration  of  contrads,  but  in  diredt  oppofi- 
tion  to  a  particular  order  of  the  Court  of  Direcftors,  of 
the  30th  of  March  1774,  when  they  diredted,  ^'  that 
^'  the  furgeon  Ihould  not  be  permitted  to  enjoy  any 
*^  emolument  ariling  from  his  being  concerned  in  diet- 
*^  ing  the  patients  ;  and  that  the  occupations  of  fur- 
*'  geon  and  contractor  fhould  be  forthwith  feparated." 
That  the  faid  contrad:  was  in  itfelf  highly  improper, 
and  inconfiflent  with  the  good  of  the  fervice ;  as  it  af- 
forded the  greatefl  temptation  to  abiife,  and  eftablifh  a 
pecuniary  intereit  in  the  Surgeon  General,  contrary  to 
the  duties  of  his  ftation  and  profellion. 


No.  XL 


"^^  H  AT  the  Governor  General  and  Council  at  Fort 
_  William  did,  on  the  motion  and  recommendation 
of  Warren  Haftings,  Efquire,  enter  into  a  contradt 
with  Archibald  Frazer,  Efquire,  on  the  i6th  of  April 
1778,  for  the  repairs  of  the  pools  and  banks  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Burdwan,  for  two  years,  at  the  rate  of  120,000 
Sicca  Rupees  for  the  firfl  year,  and  8o,qoo  rupees  for 
the  fecond  year. 

G  g  That 
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That  on  the  19th  of  December  1778,  the  faid  War- 
ren Mailings  did  farther  perfuade  the  Supreme  Council 
to  prolong  the  term  of  the  above  contrad:  with  Archi- 
bald Frazer  for  the  fpace  of  three  years  more,  on  the 
fame  conditions  ;  namely,  the  payment  of  80,000  Sicca 
rupees  for  each  year.  To  which  was  added,  a  permif- 
lion  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make  dobunds,  or  fpecial  repairs, 
whenever  he  fliould  judge  them  neceiiary,  at  the  charge 
of  Government. 

That  the  faid  centralis,  both  in  the  manner  of  their 
acceptance  by  the  Supreme  Council,  without  having 
previoully  advertifed  for  propofals,  and  in  the  extent  of 
their  duration,  were  made  in  dired:  violation  of  the 
fpecial  orders  of  the  Court  of  Directors. 

That  fo  far  from  any  advantage  having  been  ob- 
tained for  the  Company  in  the  terms  of  thele  contradis, 
in  confideration  of  the  length  of  time  for  which  tliey 
Were  to  continue,  the  expence  of  Government  upon  this 
article  was  increafed  by  thefe  engagements  to  a  very 
great  amount. 

That  it  appears  that  this  contradl  had  been  held  for 
fome  years  before  by  the  Rajah  of  Burdwan,  at  the 
rate  of  25,000  rupees  per  annum. 

That  the  fuperintendant  of  Poolbundy  repairs,  after 
an  accurate  and  diligent  furvey  of  the  Bunds  and  Pools, 
and  the  Provincial  Council  of  Burdwan,  upon  the  beft 
information  they  could  procure,  had  delivered  it  as 
their  opinion  to  the  Governor  General  and  Council,  be- 
fore the  faid  agreement  was  entered  into,  that  after  the 
heavy  expence,  (dated  in  Mr.  Kinlock's  eitimate,  viz. 
119,405  Sicca  rupees,)  if  difburfed  as  they  recom- 
mended, the  charge  in  future  feafons  would  be  greatly 
reduced  ;  and  after  one  thorough  and  effectual  repair ^  they 
conceived  a/mall  annual  expence  would  befufficient  to  keep 
the  bunds  up^  and  prevent  their  going  to  decay. 

That 
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That  whatever  extraordinary  and  unufual  damages 
the  pools  and  bunds  might  have  fuftained,  either  from 
the  negled:  of  the  Rajah's  officers,  or  from  the  violence 
of  the  then  late  rains,  and  the  torrents  fher'^by  occa- 
sioned, to  juflify  the  expence  of  the  firfl  year,  yet  as 
they  were  all  confidered  and  included  in  the  eflimate 
for  that  year,  there  could  be  no  pretence  for  allowing 
and  continuing  fo  large  and  burdenfome  a  payment  a,s 
80,000  rupees  per  annum,  for  the  four  fucceeding 
years. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  did,  in  his  minutes 
of  the  13th  of  February  1778,  himfelf  fupport  that 
opinion,  in  the  compariibn  to  be  made  between  Mr. 
Thomfon's  propofals  of  undertaking  the  fame  fervice  for 
60,000  rupees  a  year,  for  nine  years,  and  the  terms  of 
Mr.  Frazer's  contradisj  preferring  the  latter,  becaufe 
thefe  were  '^  to  efFed:  a  complete  repair,  which  could 
*'  hardly  be  concluded  in  one  feafon,  and  the  fubfe- 
*^  quent  expence  would  be  but  trifling." 

Notwithftanding  which,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings 
iirged  and  prevailed  upon  the  Council  to  allow  in  the 
iirll  year  the  full  amount  propofed  by  Mr.  Kinlock  in 
his  eflimate  of  the  necelTary  repairs,  and  did  burden  the 
Company  with  what  he  muft  have  deemed  to  be  for  the 
greater  part  an  unneceiTary  expence  of  80,000  rupees 
per  annum,  for  four  years. 

That  the  permiffion  granted  to  Mr.  Frazer  to  make 
dobunds,  or  new  and  additional  embankments  of  the  old 
ones,  whenever  he  fhould  judge  them  necelTary,  at  the 
charge  of  Government,  (the  faid  charge  to  be  verified 
by  the  oath  of  the  faid  Frazer,^  without  any  voucher,) 
was  a  power  very  much  to  be  fufpedied,  and  very  im- 
proper to  be  entruiied  to  a  contractor,  who  had  already 
covenanted  to  keep  the  old  pools  in  perfed;  repair,  and 
to  conflrudt  new  ones  wherever  the  old  pools  had  been 
broken  down  and  wafhed  away,  or  where  the  courfe  of 
the  rivers  might  have  rendered  new  ones  necefTary,  in 

G  g  2,  confideration 
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confideration  of  the  great  fums  flipulated  to  be  paid  to 
him  by  the  Government. 

■/ 

That  the  grant  of  the  foregoing  contradts,  and  the 
permiffion  afterwards  annexed  to  the  fecond  of  the  faid 
grants,  become  much  more  reprehenfible  from  a  con- 
"fideratipn  of  the  circumflances  of  the  perfon  to  whom 
fuch  a  grant  was  made. 

That  the  due  performance  of  the  fervice  required  lo« 
cal  knowledge  and  experience,  which  the  faid  Archi- 
bald Frazer,  being  an  officer  in  the  Supreme  Court  of 
Jullice,  could  not  have  pofTelTed. 


No.  XII. 

THAT  it  appears  that  the  opium  produced  iq 
Bengal  andBahar  is  a  confiderable  and  lucrative 
article  in  the  export  trade  of  thofe  provinces ;  that  the 
whole  produce  has  been  for  many  years  monopolized^ 
either  by  individuals,  or  by  the  Government ;  that  the 
Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaft-India  Company,  in  con- 
fideration of  the  hardlliip  inipofed  on  the  native  owners 
and  cultivators  of  the  lands,  who  were  deprived  of  their 
natural  right  of  dealing  with  many  competitors,  and 
compelled  to  fell  the  produce  of  their  labour  to  a 
fingle  monopolill,  did  authorize  the  Governor  General 
and  Council  to  give  up  that  commodity  as  an  article 
of  commerce. 

That  while  the  faid  commodity  continued  to  be  a 
monopoly  for  the  benefit  of  Government,  and  managed 
by  a  contractor,  the  contracts  for  providing  it  were 
fubjecfl  to    the    Company's   fundamental    regulation, 
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namely,  to  be  put  up  to  audtion,  and  difpofed  of  to  the 
befl  bidder;  and  that  the  Company  particularly  or- 
dered, that  the  commodity,  when  provided,  ihouid  be 
Goniigned  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  who  were  diredied  to 
difpofe  thereof  by  public  audtion. 

That  in  May  1777  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  granted 
to  John  Mackenzie  a  contrad:  for  the  provilion  of 
opium,  to  continue  three  years,  and  without  advertiiing 
for  propofals ;  that  this  tranfa(5i:ion  was  condemned  by 
the  Court  of  Directors,  notwithftanding  a  claufe  had 
been  inferted  in  that  contract,  by  which  it  was  left  open 
to  the  Court  of  Diredtors  to  annul  the  fame  at  the  expi- 
ration of  the  firft  or  fecond  year. 

That,  about  the  end  of  the  year  1780,  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings,  in  contradidion  to  the  order  above  men- 
tioned, did  take  away  the  fale  of  the  opium  from  the 
Board  of  Trade,  though  he  difclaimed,  at  the  fame 
time,  any  intention  of  implying  a  cenjure  on  theiyt  manage- 
ment. 

That,  in  March  1781,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did 
grant  to  Stephen  Sulivan,  fon  of  Lawrence  Sulivan, 
chirman  of  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the  Eaft-India 
Company,  a  contract  for  the  proviiion  of  opium,  with- 
out advertiiing  for  propofals,  and  without  even  receiv- 
ing any  written  propofals  from  him  the  faid  Sulivan  ; 
that  he  granted  this  contract  for  four  years,  and,  at  the 
requell  of  the  faid  Sulivan,  did  omit  that  claufe  which 
was  inferted  in  the  preceding  contrad:,  and  by  which  it 
was  rendered  liable  to  be  determined  by  orders  from  the 
Company  ;  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  declaring,  con- 
trary to  truth,  that  fuch  claufe  was  now  unneceifary,  as 
the  Diredors  had  approved  the  contradt. 

That  the  faid  Sulivan  had  been  but  a  few  months  in 
Bengal  when  the  above  contradt  w^as  given  to  him ; 
that  he  v/as  a  ftranger  to  the  country,  and  to  all  the  local 
commerce  thereof,  and  therefore  unqualified  for  the 
management  of   fuch  a_^  concern ;    and  that  the  faid 

Sulivan, 
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Sulivan,  inflead  of  executing  the  contrail  himfelf, 
did,  fliortly  after  obtaining  the  fame,  aflign  it  over  to 
John  Benn  and  others ;  and,  in  coniideration  of  fuch 
ailignment,  did  receive  from  the  faid  Benn  a  great  fum 
of  money. 

That,  from  the  preceding  fa6ls,  as  well  as  from  fun- 
dry  other  circumilances  of  reflridiions  taken  off,  (par- 
ticularly by  abolilhing  the  office  of  infpeftor  into  the 
quality  of  the  opium,)  and  of  beneficial  claufes  intro- 
duced, it  appears  that  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  gave 
this  contrad:  to  the  faid  Stephen  Sulivan,  in  contradic- 
tion to  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Dirediors,  and  with- 
out any  regard  to  the  interefts  of  the  India  Company, 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  creating  an  inilant  fortune  for 
the  faid  Sulivan  at  the  expence  of  the  India  Company, 
without  any  claim  of  fervice  or  pretence  of  merit  on 
his  part,  and  without  any  apparent  motive  whatever, 
except  that  of  fecuring  or  rewarding  the  attachment 
and  fupport  of  his  father,  Laurence  Sulivan,  a  perfon 
of  great  authority  and  influence  in  the  direction  of  the 
Company's  affairs,  and  notorioufly  attached  to  and  con- 
nedied  with  the  faid  Warren  Haflings. 

That  the  faid  Stephen  Sulivan  neither  poiTeffed,  nor 
pretended  to  poflefs,  any  ikill  in  the  bufinefs  of  his 
contract ;  that  he  exerted  no  induflry,  nor  fhewed,  or 
could  fliew,  any  exadinefs  in  the  performance  of  it ; 
fince  he  immediately  fold  the  contrad:  for  a  fum  of 
money  to  another  perfon  (for  the  fole  purpofe  of  which 
fale,  it  muft  be  prefumed,  the  fame  was  given ;)  by 
which  perfon  another  profit  was  to  be  made  ;  and  by 
that  perfon  the  fame  was  again  fold  to  a  third,  by  whom 
a  third  profit  was  to  be  made. 

That  the  faid  M^arren  Haflings,  at  the  very  time 
when  he  engaged  the  Company  in  a  contrad:  for  en- 
grofling  the  whole  of  the  opium  produced  in  Bengal 
and  Bahar  in  the  enluing  four  years,  on  terms  of  fuch 
exorbitant  proftt  to  the  contradar,  affirmed,  that 
"  there  was  little  profped  of  felling  the  opium  in  Bengal 

^'  at 
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^^  at  a  reafonable  price ;  and  that  it  was  but  natural  to 
^^  fuppofe  that  the  price   of  opium   would  fall^  from 
''  the  demand  being  lejfened.^^ — That,  in  a  letter  elated 
the   5th   of  May    1781,    he    informed  the  Directors, 
"  That,  owing  to  the  indiiferent  (late  of  the   markets 
^^  lail  fealbn   to  the  eaftvvard,  and  the  very  enhanced 
*^  rates  of  infurance   which   the  war   had  occaiioned, 
*^'they  had  not  been  able  to  difpofe  of  the  opium  of 
^^  the  prefent  year  to  fo  great  an  advantage  as  they  ex- 
*'  ped:ed ;  and  that  more  than  one  half  of  it  remained 
'^  flill  in  their  warehoufes." — That  the  faid  Warren 
Haflings  was  guilty  of  a  manifeft  breach  of  triifi  to  his 
conftituents  and  his  employers^  in  monopolizing  for 
their  pretended  ufe  an  article  of  commerce,  for  which  he 
declared  no  "pur chafers  had  offered^  and  that  there  isjas  lit- 
tie  profpeui  of  any  offering ;  and  the  price  of  which,  he 
faid,  it  was  hut  natural  to  Juppoje  would  fall.     That  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  having,  by  his  own  adt,  loaded 
the  Company  with  a  commodity,  for  which,  either  in 
the  ordinary  and  regular  courfe  of  public  audtion,   or 
even  by  private  contradt,  there  was,  as  he  affirmed,  no 
fale,  did,  under  pretence  of  finding  a  market  for  the 
fame,  engage  the  Company  in  an  enterprize  of  great 
and  certain  expence,  fubjed:  to  a  manifefl:  rifque,  and 
full  of  difgrace  to  the  Eaft-India  Company  ;  not  only 
in  their  political  charadier,  as  a  great  fovereign  power 
in  India  ;  but  in  their  commercial  character,  as  an  emi- 
nent and  refpediable  body  of  merchants  :  and  that  the 
execution  of  this  enterprize    was   accompanied    with 
fundry  other  engagem.ents  with  other  perfons ;  in   all 
of  which  the  Company's  interefl  was  conftantly  facri- 
ficed  to  that  of  individuals  favoured  by  the  faid  W^ar- 
ren  Haftings. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  firft  engaged  in  a 
fcheme  to  export  one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  fixty 
chells  of  opium,  on  the  Company's  account,  on  board  a 
Ihip  belonging  to  Cudbert  Thornhill ;  half  of  which 
was  to  be  difpofed  of  in  a  Goafling  voyage,  and  the  re- 
mainder in  Canton. — That,  befides  the  freight  and  com- 
miffion  payable  to  the  faid  Thornhill,  on  this  adven- 
ture^ 
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ture,  twelye  pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the  Com- 
pany  were  lent  for  arming  the  fhip  ;  though  his  origi- 
nal propofal  was,  that  the  fhip  ihould  be  armed  at  his 
expcnce. — That  this  part  of  the  adventure  depending 
for  its  fuccefs  on  a  prudent  and  fortunate  management 
of  various  files  and  re-fales,  in  the  courfe  of  a  circui- 
tous voyage ;  and  being  expofed  to  fuch  rifque  both  of 
fea  and  enemy,  that  all  private  traders  had  declined 
to  be  concerned  in  it ;  was  particularly  unfit  for  a 
great  trading  Company,  and  could  not  be  undertaken 
on  their  account  with  any  rational  profped:  of  advan- 
tage. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  foon  after  engaged  in 
another  fcheme  for  exporting  two  thoufand  chefts  of 
opium  dired:ly  to  China,  on  the  Company's  account, 
and  for  that  purpofe  accepted  of  an  offer  made  by 
Henry  Watfon,  the  Company's  chief  engineer,  to  con- 
vey the  fame  in  a  velTel  of  his  own,  and  to  deliver  it 
to  the  Company's  fupra  cargoes. — That,  after  the  offer 
of  the  faid  Henry  Watfon  had  been  accepted,  a  letter 
from  him  was  produced  at  the  Board,  in  which  he  de- 
clared, that  he  was  unable  to  equip  the  fhip  with  a 
proper  number  of  cannon,  and  requefled  that  he  might 
be  furnifned  with  thirty-fix  guns  from  the  Company's 
flores  at  Madras;  with  which  requeft  the  Board  com- 
plied.— That  it  appears  that  George  Williamfon,  the 
Company's  audiioneer  at  Calcutta,  having  complained 
that,  by  this  mode  of  exporting  the  opium,  which  ufed 
to  be  fold  by  public  audtion,  he  loft  his  commiflion  as 
audiioneer,  the  Board  allowed  him  to  draw  a  commif- 
fion  of  one  per  cent,  on  all  the  opium  which  had  been 
or  was  to  be  exported. — That  it  appears  that  the  con- 
trador  for  opium  (whole  proper  duties  and  emolu- 
ments, as  contrador,  ended  with  the  delivery  of  the 
opium)  was  alfo  allowed  to  draw  a  commiflion  on  the 
opium  then  fliipping  on  the  Company's  account ;  but 
for  what  reafon,  or  on  what  pretence,  does  not  appear- 
That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  order  to  pay  the 
faid  Stephen  Sulivan  in  advance  for  the  opium  fur- 
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niflied,  or  to  be  furnilliecl,  by  him  in  the  firfl  year  of 
his  coiitrad:,  did  borrow  the  fum  of  twenty  lacks  of 
rupees,  at  eight  per  cent.,  or  200,000!.  fterling,  to  be 
repaid  by  drafts  to  be  drawn  on  the  Company  by  their 
fupra  cargoes  in  China,  provided  the  opium  configned 
to  them  fhould  arrive  fafe ;  but  that  if  the  adventurer 
failed,  whether  by  the  lofs  of  the  fhips  or  otherwifc, 
the  fubfcribers  to  the  above  loan  were  to  be  repaid  their 
capital  and  intereft  out  of  the  Company's  treafury  in' 
Benoal, 

.  That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  having  in  this  man- 
ner piirchafed  a  commodity,  for  which  he  faid  there 
was  no  fale,  and  paid  for  it  with  money  which  he  was 
obliged  to  borrow  at  a  high  intereft,  was  (lill  more  cri- 
minal in  his  attempt,  or  pretended  plan,  to  introduce  it 
clandeilinely  into  China.  That  the  importation  of 
opium  into  China  is  forbidden  by  the  Chinefe  Govern- 
ment ;  that  the  opium,  on  feizure,  is  burnt ;  the  veiled, 
that  imports  ir,  contifcated  ;  and  the  Chinefe,  in  whole- 
poillllion  it  may  be.  found  for  fale,  puniflied  with 
death. 

That  the  Governor  General  and  Council  were  well 
aware  of  the  exiftence  of  thefe  prohibitions  and  penal- 
ties; and  did  therefore  inform  the  fupra  cargoes  in 
China,  that  the  fhip,  belonging  to  the  faid  Henry  Wat- 
fon,  would  enter  the  river  at- China  as  an  armed  flrip, 
and  would  not  be  reported  as  hearing  a  cargo  of  cpiirnu 
that  iking  a  contraband  trade, — That  of  the  above  two 
fhiips,  the  firfl:,  belonging  to  Cudbest  Thornhill,  was 
taken  by  the  French  ;  and  that  the  fecond,  arriving  in 
China,  did  occaiion  much  embarraifmenf:  and  diitreis 
to  the  Company's  fupra  cargoes  there,  who  had  been 
previouily  confulted  on  the  formation  of  the  plan,  and 
were  expofed  to  great  difficulty  and  hazard  in  the  exe- 
cution of  their  part  of  it.  That  the  fLiip  was  delayed, 
at  a  demurrage  of  an  hundred  dollars  a  day,  for  up- 
wards of  three  months,  waiting  in  vain  for  a  better 
market,— -The  fadory  efiimate  the /f/j-  to  the  Company, 
including  port  charge^^  demurrage,  and  fadlory  charges 

H  h  allowed 
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allowed  the  Captainj^at  fixty-nine  thoufand  nine  htrn*- 
dred  and  ninety-thrree  dollars,,  cr  about  twenty  thou- 
lands  pounds  fierling.  . 

That  the  Company's  fad:ory  at  China,  after  flating 
the  foregoing  fadts  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  conclude 
with  the  following  general  obfervation  thereon : — "  On 
*^  a  review  of  thefc  circumftances^  with  the  extrava- 
gant and  unufual  termsr  of  the  freight,. demurrage^ 
fadtory  charges,  &c.  &c.  we  cannot  help  being  of 
opinion,  that  private  coniiderations  have  been  fuf- 
fered  to  interfere  too -much  for  any  benefit  that  mav 
huve  been  intended  to.  the  honourable  Company. 
We  hope  for  the  honourable  C6urt's  approbation  of 
our  condud:  in  this  affair.-  The  novelty  and  nature 
^'  of  the  coniignments  have  been  the  fource  of  much 
trouble  and  anxiety  ;  and,  though  \yq  wifhed  to  have* 
had  it  in  our  power  to  do  more,  we  may  truly  fay  w& 

'^  have  exceeded  our  expediationsJ/  ; 

• 

.  That  every  part  of  this  tranfaclion^.  from  the  mono- 
poly with  which  it  commenced  to  the  contraband.  deal« 
ing  with  which  it  concluded,  criminates  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings  with  wilful  difobedience  of  orders,,  and  a 
continued  breach  of  truit :  that  every  flep  taken  in  in 
was  attended  with  heavy  lofs  to  the  Company,  and 
with  a  facrifice  of  their  intereil  to  that  of  individuals  ^ 
and  that^  if  finally  a  profit  had  refulted  to  the  Company 
from  fuch  a  tranfadiion,  no  profit  attending  it  could 
compenfate  for  the  probable  rifque  ta  which  theirtrade 
in  China  was  thereby  expofed ; ,  or  for  the  certain  dif-> 
honour,  and  confequent  diilruft,  which  the  Eaft-India 
Company  muft  incur  in  the  eyes  of  the  Chinefe  govern- 
ment, by  being  engaged  in  a  low,  clandeftine.  tratEc^ 
prohibited  by  ti^.iaws  o£  the  country^. 
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^'T^IIAT,  in  the  month  of  February  1781,  Mr.  Ri^ 
J_  chard  Jofeph  Sulivan,  Secretary  to  the  Sele<fl 
Committee  at  Fort  St.  George,  applied  to  them  for 
leave  to  proceed  to  Calcutta  on  his  private  affairs.  That, 
being  the  Confidential  Secretary  to  the  Seledl  Commit- 
tee at  ^Fort  St.  George,  and  confequently  poirciled  of 
all  the  views  and  fecrets  of  the  Company,  as  far  as  they 
related  to  that  government,  he  went  privately  into  the 
fervice  of  the  Nabob  of '.Arcot,  and^  under  the  pre- 
tence of  proceeding  to  Calcutta  on  his  private  buiinefs,, 
undertook  a  commiilon  from  the  faid  Nabob  to  the 
Governor  General  and  Council,  to  negotiate  with  them 
in  favour  of  certain  projects  of  the  faid  Nabob,  :which 
had  been  reprobated  by  the  Caiuf  any. 

That  the  faid  Sulivan  was  fs on  after  appointed  baclc 
again,  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  to  the  office  of 
Refident  at  the  Durbar  of  the  faid  Nabob  of  Arcot. 
That  it  was  a  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor,  in  the  faid 
Jiailings,,  to  encourage  fo  dangerous  an  exampk  in 
the  eCompany's  ferv^e,  and  to  interfere  unnecelfarily 
with  the  Government  of  Madras,  in  the  difcharge  of 
■the  duties  peculiarly  afcribed  to  them  by  the  practice 
and  orders  of  the  Company,  fo'r  the  purpofe  of  ap- 
.pointing  to  a  great  and  confidentiaj  fituation  a  man 
who  had  fo  recently  comniitted  al^reach  of  tru.ft  to  his 
employers. 

That  the  Court  of  Diredors,  in  the  letter  to  Bengal," 
dated  the  12th  of  July  1782,  and  received  there  on 
the  1 8th  of  February  1783,  did  condemn  and  revoke 
the  faid  appointment.  That  the  faid  Diredors,  in 
theirs  to  Fort  St.  George,  dated  the  28th  of  Auguft 
1782,  and  received  there  the  31ft  of  January  1783, 
»did  highly  condemn  the  coadud:  of  the  faid  Sulivan  ; 

H  h  2  and^ 
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and,  in  order  to   deter  their  fervants   from  pradiices 
of  the  fame  kind,  did  dijmifs  him  from  their  fervice. 

That  the  faid  Haftings,  knowing  that  the  faid  Su- 
llvan's  appointment  had  been  condemned  and  revoked 
by  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  pretending  that,  on 
the  I  :;th  of  March  1783,  he  did  not  know  that  the 
faid  Sulivan  was  difmijfed  from  the  Company's  fervice, 
though  that  fad:  was  known  at  Madras  on  the  31  ft  of 
the  preceding  January,  did  recommend  the  laid  Suli- 
van to  be  Ambaiiador  at  the  Court  of  Nizam  Ally 
Cawn,  Subahdar  of  the  Decan,-  in  defiance  of  the  au- 
thority and  orders  of  the  Court  of  Diredtors, 

That  even  admitting,  what  is  highly  improbable, 
that  the  difmijjion  of  the  faid  Sulivan  from  the  fervice 
of  the  faid  Company  was  not  known  at  Calcutta  in 
forty-three  days  from  Madras,  the  laft  mentioned  no- 
mination of  the  faid  Sulivan  was  made  at  leaft  in  con- 
tempt of  the  cenfure  already  exprelTed  by  the  Court  of 
Directors,  at  his  former  appointment  to  the  Durbar 
of  the  Nabob  of  Arcot,  and  v;hich  was  certainly  knowa 
to  the  laid  Haftings.        '      '     ' 


o.  XIV. 


['^HAT  on  the  2d  of  December  1779,  the  Go- 

vernor  General  and  Council  of  Fort  William,  at; 

the  fpccial  recojmmendation  and  inftance  of  Warrei^ 
Haftings,  Efq,  then  Governor  General,  and  contrary 
to  the  declared  opinion  and  proteft  of  three  of  the 
members  of  the  Council ;  viz.  Philip  Francis  and  Ed-.' 
ward  Wheler,  Efqrs.  who  were  prefent  i  and  of  Sir 

'  E}Te 
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Eyre  Coote,  who  was  abfcnt  (b}^  whofc  abfence  the 
cafting  voice  of  the  laid  Warren  Hailings,  FLiq.  pre- 
vailed) ;  did  conclude  a  treaty  of  perpetual  friendlliip 
and  alliance,  offeniive  and  defenfive,  with  a  Hindoo 
Prince,  called  the  Ranna  of  Gohud,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  uiing  the  fprces  of  the  faid  Ranna  in  oppo- 
fition  to  the  Mahrattas. 

That,  among  other  articles,  it  was  flipulated  with 
the  faid  Ranna,  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  *'  That 
^'whenever  peace  fliould  be  concluded  between  the 
^^  'Company  and  the  Mahratta  State,  the  Maha  Raja 
*'  fhould  be  included  as  a  party  in  the  treaty  whigh 
'^  lliould  be  made  for  that  purpofe,  and  his  prefcnt 
*'  poiieffions,  together  with  the  Fort  of  Gualior,  which 
'^  of  old  belonged  to  the  family  of  the  Maha  Rajah, 
if  it  fliould  be  then  in  his  polTeffion,  and  fuch 
countries  a^  he  ihould  have  acquired  in  the  courfe 
of  w^ar,  and  which  it  fliould  then  be  flipulated  to 
*^  leave  in  his  hands,  fliould  be  o-uaranteed  to  him  by 
fuch  treaty/' 


(< 


That  in  the  late  war  agalnfl;  the  M^^^^tattas,  the  faid 
Ranna  of  Gohud  did  adiually  join  the  Britifh  armv", 
under  the  command  of  Colonel  Muir,  with  two  bat- 
talions  of  infantry,  and  1200  cavalry,  and  did  then 
ferve  in  perfpn  againil  the  Mahrattas,  thereby  afford- 
ing material  ailifiance,  and  rendering  effential  fervicc. 
to  the  Compiany, 

That,  in  conformity  to  the  above-mentioned  treat v^ 
in  the  fourth  article  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  concluded 
on  the  13th  of  October  1781,  between  Colonel  Muir 
on  the  part  of  the  Englifli  Company,  and  Madajce 
Scindia  the  Mahratta  General^  the  faid  Ranni  of  Go- 
livid  was  exprefsly  included. 

That,  notwithflanding  the  faid  exprefs  provifion  and 
agreement,  Madajee  Scindia  proceeded  to  attack  the 
forts,  and  lay  wafte  the  territories  of  the  faid  Ranna, 
and  did  undertake  and  prpfecute  a  war  againil  him 
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for  the  fpaceof.two  years^;  in  the  courfe  of  whidi^ 
Xhe  Raima  and  his  family  were  reduced  to  extreme 
;diftrefs,-  and  in  the  end  he  was  deprived  of  his  forts, 
and  the  whole  not  only  of  his  acquired  pofleffionSj 
-but  of  his  original  dominions,  fo  fpecially  guaranteed 
to  Lidii  by  the  Britifh  Government  in  both  the  above- 
iiientioned  treaties. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  was  duly  and  rcr- 
•gularly  informed  of  the  progrefs  of  the  war  againil  the 
Ranna,  and  of  every  event  thereof;  notvvithflanding 
which,  he  not  only  negledied  in  any  manner  to  inter- 
fere therein  in  favour  of  the  faid  Ranna,  or  ;to  ufe  any 
endeavours  to  prevent  the  infradiion  of  the  treaty,  but 
l^ave  coniidcrable  countenance  and  encouragement  to 
Madajee  Scindia  in  'his  ^violation  of  it,  both  by  the 
refidence  .of  the  Britifli  Minifter  in  the  Mahratta  camp, 
and  by  the  approbation  fliewn  by  the  faid  Warren 
Haflings  to  the  promifes  made  by  his  agent  of  ob- 
ferving  the  ilridteil  neutrality,  notwithitanding  he  was 
in  juftice  bound,  and  ftood  pledged  by  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  and  facred  engagements,  to  protedt  and  preferve 
r^he  faid  Ranna  from  thofe  enemies,  whofe  refentment. 
fee  had  provoked  only  by  his  adherence  to  the  interefls 
f>t  the  Britilb  nation^ 

That,  in  the  only  attempt  made  to  found  the  dif- 
pofition  of  Madajee  Scindia,  relative  to  a  pacification 
between  him  and  the  Ranna  of  Gohud,  on  the  14th  of 
May  1783,  Mr.  Anderfon,  in  obedience  to  the  orders 
hjC  had  received,  did  clearly  and  explicitly  declare  to 
Bhow  Buckfey,  the  Miniiter  of  Madajee  Scindia,  the 
fcntiments  of  the  faid  Warren  Hafliiigs,  in  the  words 
Yollowing  i-—''-^  TJiat  it  was  Ip  far  from  your  (the  faid 
Kaflhigs^s)  meaning,  to  intercede  in  his  (the  faid 
Ranna's)  favour,  that  I  only  defired  him  to  found 
Scindia's  fcntiments,  and  in  cafe  he  was  defirous  of 
peace,  to  mention  what  I  had  faid ;  but,  if  he 
fecmed  to  prefer  carrying  on  the  war,  I  begged 
f^  that  he  would  not  mention  a  fy liable  of  what  had 
•f'  pajGfed,  hut  Ipt  the  matter  drop  entirely." 

That 


if 
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That  It  aftewards  appearedy  in  a  minute  of  the  faid 
Haitings,  in  Council  at  Fort  William-,  on  the  2?A  of 
September  17.S3,  that  he  promiled,  at  the  inilance  of 
■J.  member  of  the  Council^  ta  write  to  Lieutenann 
James  Anderfon  in  favour  of  the  Ranna  of  Gohud^ 
and  lay  his  letter  before  the  Board. 

That  neverthelefs  the  faid  Haftings,  profefling  not: 
to  recolle5f  his  faid  promife,  did  negle^  to  write  a  fortyial 
letter  to  Lieutenant  Anderfon  in  favour  of  the  faid  Rann<3^ 
of  Gohud^  and  that  the  private  letter,  the  extraCl:  of 
which  the  faid  HaiHngs  did  la}'-  before  the  Board  od 
the  siH  of  Qdiober  1783,  fo  far  from-  dirediing  anr 
effeftual  interference  in  favour  of  the  faid  Ranna^  or 
commanding'  his  agent,  the  faid^  James  Anderfon,  to 
interpofe  the  mediation  of  the  Britifh  Governm.ent  ta 
procure  ^^  honourable  terms^^  for  the  faid  Ranna,  o:^ 
even  "  fafety  to  his  perfon  and  family ^^'  contaijis  the 
bitterefl  invediives  againil  him,  and  is  exprciiive  of  the 
fatisfadtion  which  the  laid  Haflings  acknowledges  him- 
felf  to  have  enjoyed  in  the  diflrelies  of  the  faid  F^anna-^ 
the  ally  of  the  Company.. 

-  That  the  meafures  therein  recommended,  appear  ra- 
ther to  have  been  deiigned  to  fatisfy  Madajee  Scindia^ 
and  to  juftify  the  condud:  of  the  Britifli  Government^ 
in  not  having  taken  a  more  adfive  and  a  more  hoflile 
part  againil:  the  faid  Ranna,  than  an  interceffion  on  his 
behalf. 

That  though  no  con{iderati€)n  of  good-?  faith,  or  ob- 
fervance  of  treaties,  could  induce  the  faid  Haflings  ta- 
incur  the  hazard  of  any  hoflile  exertion  of  the  Britifli 
force  for  the  defence  or  the  relief  of  the  allies  of  the 
Company,,  yet  in  the  faid  private  letter  he  dire<fled, 
that  in  cafe  his  mediation  fhould  be  accepted,  it 
Ihould  be  made  zfpecific  condition ,  that,  if  the /aid  Ran- 
7ia  fhould  take  advantage  of  Scindia's  ah  fence  to  renew  his 
hoftiUties,  we  ought  in  that  cafe,  on  reqiiifition^  to.  invade 
■the  dominijons  of  the  Ranna, 

That 
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That  no  beneficial  eifed:s  could  have  been  procured 
to  the  laid  Ranna  by  an  offer  of  mediation  delayed  till 
Scindia  no  longer  wanted  "  our  njfiftance  to  crujh  fo 
*'  fallen  an  enemy ;"  at  the  fame  time  that  no  reafou 
was  given  to  Scindia  to  apprehend  the  danger  of  draw- 
ing upon  himfelf  the  refentment  of  the  Britifli  Go- 
vernment, by  a  difregard  of  their  propofal  and  the 
deilrudrion  of  their  ally. 

That  it  was  a  grofs  and  fcandalbus  mockery  in  the 
faid  Haftings  to  defer  an  application  to  obtain  honour- 
able terms  for  theRaiina,  and  fafety  for  his  perfon  and 
family,  till  he  had  been  deprived  of  his  principal 
fort,  in  defence  of  which  his  uncle  loft  his  life,  and 
on  the  capture  of  w^hich  his  wife,  to  avoid  the  dif- 
honour  confequent  upon  falling  into  the  hands  of  her 
enemies,  had.  dejiroyed  her/elf  by  an  explofion  of  gun- 
pozvder* 

That  however  it  does  not  appear  that  any  offer  of 
mediation  was  ever  aiStually  made,  or  any  influence 
exerted,  either  for  the  fafety  of  the  Ranna's  perfon. 
and  family,  or  in  mitigation  of  the  rigorous  intentions 
fuppofcd  by  Lieutenant  Anderfon  to  have  been  enter- 
tained againft  him  by  Madajee  Scindia  after  his  fur- 
render* 

That  the  faid  Haflin2:s,  in  the  inflrudlions  2:iven  by 
him  to  Mr.  David  Anderfon  for  his  condud:  in  nego- 
tiating the  treaty  of  peace  with  the  Mahrattas,  ex- 
preiled  his  determination  to  defert  the  Ranna  of  Go- 
hud,  in  the  following  words  :  '^  you  will  of  courfe 
*''  be  attentive  to  any  engagements  iubfiflhig  between 
''  us  and' other  powers,  in  fettling  the  terms  of  peace 
*'  and  alliance  with  the  Mahratras  ;  I  except  from  this 
*'  the  Ranna  of  Gohud." — ''  Leave  him  to  fettle  his 
""'  own  ^flairs  with  the  Mahrattas/* 

That  the  faid  Anderfon  appears  very  ai!iduoufIy  to 
to  have  fought  for  grounds  to  juftify  the  execution  of 

this 


ARTICLE    XIV,  23s 

this   part  of  his  inflrudtions,  to  which  he  was,  at  all 
events,  obliged  to  conform. 

That,  even  after  his  application  for  that  purpofe  td 
the  Mahrattas,  whofe  teftimony  was  much  to  be  fuf- 
pedied,  becaufe  it  was  their  iritereft  to  accufe,  and  their 
determined  objedt  to  deftroy  the  faid  Ranna,  no  fatis- 
fadtiKy  proof  was  obtained  of  his  defei^ion  from  the 
engagements  he  had  entered  into  with  the  Company. 

That  moreover,  if  all  the  charges  which  have  beeq. 
pretended  againft  the  Ranna,  and  have  been  alledged  by 
the  faid  Mailings  in  juftification  of  his  condu(ft,  had 
been  well  founded,  and  proved  to  be  true,  the  fubjedt 
matter  of  thofe  accufations,  and  the  proofs  by  which 
they  were  to  be  fupported,  were  known  to  Colone^ 
Muir  before  the  concluiion  of  the  treaty  he  entered  in- 
to with  Madajee  Scindia ;  and  therefore,  whatever  fuf- 
picions  may  have  been  entertained,  or  whatever  degree 
of  criminality  may  have  been  proved  againft  the  laid 
Ranna,  previous  to  the  faid  treaty,  from  the  time  he 
was  fo  provided  for  and  included  in  the  faid  treaty,  he 
was  fully  andjuftly  entiled  to  the  fecurity  flipulated  for 
him  by  the  Company,  and  had  a  right  to  demand  and 
receive  the  protecftion  of  the  Britilh  government. 

That  thefe  conliderations  were  urged  by  Mr.  Ander- 
fon  to  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  his  letter  of  the 
24th  of  June  1781,- and  Vv^ere  enforced  by  this  additio- 
nal argument,  "  That  in  point  of  policy,  I  believe,  ic 
ought  not  to  be  our  wifli  that  the  Mahrattas  fliould 
ever  recover  the  fortrefs  of  Gualior ;  it  forms  an 
important  barrier  to  our  own  poffeflions.  In  the 
hands  of  the  Ranna  it  can  be  of  no  prejudice  to  us  ; 
and  notwithftanding  the  prefent  profpedt  of  a  per- 
manent peace  betwixt  us  and  the  Mahrattas,  it  feems 
highly  expedient  that  there  Should  aiwa}^  remain, 
feme  ftrong  barrier  to  feparate  us,  on  this  fide  of  In- 
dia, from  that  warlike  and  powerful  nation/* 

It  Thai 
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That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  was  highly  culpable 
in  abandoning  the  laid  Ranna  to  the  fury  of  his  ene- 
mies, thereby  forfeiting  the  honour  and  injuring  the  cre- 
dit of  the  Britifh  nation  in  India,  notwitllanding  the  faid 
Mailings  was  fully  convinced,  and  had  profelTed,  ^'  th^it 
*^  the  mod  facred  obfervance  of  treaties,  juilice,  and 
^^  good  faith,  were  neceffary  to  the  exiftesice  o-f  ^he 
**  national  interefts  in  that  country." — And  though 
the  faid  Haftings  has  complained  of  the  infufficiency 
of  the  laws  of  this  kidgdom  to  enforce  this  doctrine, 
*'  by  the  punilhment  of  perfons  in  the  polTeffion  of 
**  power,  who  may  be  impelled  by  the  provocation  of 
*'  ambition,  avarice,  or  vengeance,  ftronger  than  the 
^^  reflridtions  of  integrity  and  honour,  to  the  violation 
of  this  jull:  and  wife  maxim." 


re 


That  the  faid  Haflings,  in  thus  departing  from  tkefe 
his  own  principles,  with  a  full  and  juft  lenfe  of  the 
guilt  he  would  thereby  incur,  and  in  facrificing  the 
allies  of  this  country  ^^  ta  the  provocations  of  ambition^ 
**  avariccy  or  vengeance,**  in  violation  of  the  national 
faith  and  jullice,  did  commit  a  grofs  and  wilful  breach 
of  his  duty,  and  was  thereby  guilty  of  an  high  crime 
and  mifdemeanor. 


No.  Xt. 
R     EVE    N    U    E    S. 

PARTI. 

THAT  the  property  of  the  lands  of  Bengal  is, 
according  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  that  coun- 
try, an  inheritable  property^  and  that  it  is,  with  few  ex- 
ceptions. 
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ceptions^  veded  in  certain  natives,  called  zemincfars,  or 
landholders,  under  whom  other  natives,  called  talook- 
dars  and  ryots,  hold  certain  fubordinate  rights  of  pro- 
perty, or  occupancy,  in  the  faid  lands  : — That  the  faid 
iiatives  are  Hindoos,  and  that  their  rights  and  privileges 
<Ere  grounded  upon  the  pojfejfion  of  regular  grants ,  a  long 
feries  of  family  fucceffion,  and  fair  pur  chafe  : — That  it  ap- 
pears that  Bengal  has  been  under  the  dominion  of  the 
Mogul,  and  fubjed:  to  a  Mahommedan  Government, 
for  above  two  hundred  years  : — ^That,  while  the  Mogul 
•Government  was  in  its  vigour,  the  property  of  zemin- 
dars was  held f acred  ;  and  that  either  by  voluntary  grant 
from  the  faid  Mogul,  or  by  compofition  with  him,  the 
native  Hindoos  wxre  left  in  the  free,  quiet,  and  undif- 
turbed  poffefJion  of  their  lands,  on  the  fingle  condition 
of  paying  a  fix^d,  certain,  and  unalterable  revenue,  or 
quit-rent,  to  the  Mogul  Government :— -That  this  re- 
venue, or  quit-rent,  was  called  the  auffil  jurnma^  or  cr'i- 
ginal  ground  rent^   of  the  provinces,  and  was  not  in- 
<:reafed  from  the  time  when  it  was  firft  fettled,  m  1573, 
to  1740,  whee  the  regular  and  efFedtive  Mogul  Go- 
vernment ended  : — That,  from  that  time  to  1765,  in- 
^'afions,  ufurpations,  and  various  revolutions,  took  place 
in  the  Government  of  Bengal ;  in  confequence  of  which 
the  country  was  considerably  reduced  and  impoverilhed, 
when  the  Eaft-India  Company  received  from  the  pre- 
fent  Mogul  Emperor,  Sha  Alum,  a  grant  of  the  De- 
wanny,  or  collectioii  of  the  revenues  ;  That,  about  the 
year  1770,  the  provinces  of  Bengal  and  Bahar  were  vi- 
iited  with  a  dreadful  famine  and  mortality,  by  which  at 
leafl  one  third  of  the  inhabitants  periilied  : — That  War- 
ren Haflings,  Efquire,  has  declared,  "  that  he  had  al- 
*'  ways  heard  the  lofs  of  inhabitants  reckoned  at  a 
'^  third,  and    in  many  places  near  one  half,  of  the 
^^  whole.;  and  that  be  knew  not  by  what  means  fuch  a 
*^  lofs  could  be  recruited  in  four  or  five  years,  and  be- 
^'  lieved  it  impoffible,'*-^That  neverthel^fs  the   re- 
venue was  violently  kept  up  to  its  former  ftandard;  that 
IS,  in  the  two  years  immediately  preceding  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  to  the  government  of 
J'ort  William  ;  in  confequence  of  which^  the  remaining 
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two  thirds  of  the  inhabitants  were  obliged  to  pay  for  the 
lands  now  left  without  cultivation ;  and  that,  from  the 
year  1770  to  the  year  1775,  the  country  had  languijhed^ 
and  the  evil  continued  enhancing  every  day : — That  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings^  in  a  letter  to  the  Secret  Gom- 
mittee  of  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  dated  the  ift  of  Sep- 
tember 1772,  declared,  "  That  the  lands  had  fuffered 
unheard-of  depopulation  by  the  famine  and  morta- 
lity of  1769: — That  the  coWc&ionSy  violently  kept  up 
^^  to  their  former  ft andard,  had  added  to  the  diflrefs  of 
^'  the  country,  and  threatened  a  general  decay  of  the 
*^  revenue,  unlefs  immediate  remedies  were  applied  to 
*^  prevent  it,"  That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  has  de- 
clared, '*  That,  by  intruding  the  colledlions  to  the  he- 
*'  reditary  zemindars,  the  people  would  be  treated  with 
^*  more  tendernefs^  the  rents  more  improved,  and  culti* 
^^  vation  more  likely  to  be  encouraged ;  that  they  have 
*^  a  perpetual  intereft  in  the  country ;  that  their  inheri- 
^^  tance  cannot  be  removed  ;  that  they  are  the  proprie- 
*^  tors;  that  thejands  are /i&^fr eflates,  and  their  inheri- 
^^  t^nce ;  that,  from  a  hong  continuance  of  the  lands 
*^  in  their  families,  it  is  to  be  concluded  they  have 
**  rivetted  an  authority  in  the  diftrid:,  acquired  an 
^^  afcendancy  over  the  minds  of  the  ryots,  and  ingra- 
*'  tiated  their  affe^ions.  That,  from  continuing  the 
^^  lands  under  the  management  of  thofe,  whohave  a  na^ 
*'  tural  and  perpetual  intereft  in  their  profperity,  folid 
^'  advantages  might  be  ej^pe(fted  to  accrue  :  that  the 
^^  zemindar  would  be  lefs  liable  to  failure  or  deficien- 
^'  cies  than  the  farmer,  from  the  perpetual  intereft 
^*  which  the  former  hath  in  the  country,  and  becaufe 
"  his  inheritance,  cannot  be  removed;  and  it  would  be 
^^  improbable  that  he  fhould  rifque  the  lofs  of  it  by 
^^  eloping  from  his  diftrict,  which  is  too  frequently 
^^  pra(flifed  by  a  farmer,  when  he  is  hard  prefled  foi* 
*^  the  payment  of  his  balances,  and  as  frequently  pre- 
^^  determined  when  he  receives  his  farm:"  — That 
notwithftanding  all  the  preceding  declarations,  made  by 
the  faid  Warren  Haftings  of  the  lofs  of  one  third  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  general  decline  of  the  country,  he 
did,  immediately  after  his  appointment  to  theGovern- 

;neiat. 
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ment,  in  the  year  1772,  make  an  arbitrary  fettlement  of 
the  revenues  for  five  years,  at  a  higher  rate  than  had 
ever  been  received  before,  and  with  a  progreffive  and 
accumulating  increafe  on  each  of  the  four  laft  years  of 
the  faid  fettlement. 

That  notwith  Handing  the  right  of  property  and  in- 
heritance, repeatedly  acknowledged  by  the  faid  War- 
ten  Haftings  to  be  in  the  zemindars  and  other  native 
landholders,  and  notwithftanding  he  had  declared  "  that 
"  the  fecurity  of  private  property  is  the  greateft  en- 
**  couragement  to  induftry,  on  which  the  wealth  of 
*'  every  ilate  depends,"  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  ne- 
verthelefs,  in  dired:  violation  of  thofe  acknowledged 
rights  and  principles,  did  univerfally  let  the  lands  of 
Bengal  in  farm  for  five  years  -,  thereby  dellroying  all 
the  rights  of  private  property  of  the  zemindars;  there- 
by delivering  the  management  of  their  ellates  to  far- 
mers, and  transferring,  by  a  mofl  arbitrary  and  unjuft 
■ad:  of  power,  the  whole  landed  property  of  Bengal 
from  the  owners  to  llrangers  :  that,  to  accomplilh  this 
iniquitous  purpofe,  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  did 
put  the  lands  of  Bengal  up  to  a  pretended  public  auc- 
tion, and  invited  all  ferfons  to  make  fropofals  for  farming 
the  fame^  thereby  encouraging  flrangers  to  bid  againit 
the  proprietors  ;  in  confoquence  of  which,  not  only 
the  faid  proprietors  were  ouiled  of  the  poifeffion  and 
management  of  their  eilates,  but  a  great  part  of  the 
lands  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  banyans,  or  principal 
black  fervants  of  Britifh  fubjedts,  conne&d  with  and 
protected  by  the  Government :  and  that  the  faid  War- 
ren Hailings  himfelf  has  fince  declared,  that,  by  this 
way,  the  lands  too  generally  fell  into  the  hands  of  defperate 
cr  knavifJo  adventurers  :  that,  before  the  meafure  herein- 
before defcribed  was  carried  into  execution,  the  faid 
Warren  Hafiings  did  efi:abliih  certain  fundamental  re- 
gulations in  Council,  to  be  obferved  in  executing  the 
fame  :  that,  among  thefe  regulations,  it  was  fpecially 
and  fi:rid:ly  ordered,  that  no  farm  fhould  exceed  the 
annual  amount  of  one  lack  of  rupees;  and  '^  that  no 
^^  pelhcar^  banyan^  or  other  fervant,  of  whatever  de- 

^^  nomination. 
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nomination,  of  the  CoUedor,  or  relation  of  depen* 
dant  of  any  fuch  fervant,  Hiould  be  allowed  to  farm 
lands,  nor  directly  or  indiredtly  to  hold  a  concern  in 
any  farm,  nor  to  be  fecurity  for  any  farmer  :"  that, 
in  dired:  violation  of  thefe  his  own  regulations,  and  in 
breach  of  the  public  truft  repofed  in  him,  and  fuffi- 
ciently  declared  by  the  manifefl  duty  of  his  flation,  if 
it  had  not  been  exprefTed  and  enforced  by  any  politive 
inftitution,  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  did  permit 
and  fuffer  his  own  banyan,  or  principal  black  ileward, 
named  Canto  Baboo,  to  hold  farms  in  different  pur- 
gunnahs,  or  diftridis,  or  to  be  fecurity  for  farms,  to 
the  amount  of  thirteen  lacks  of  rupees  [130,0001.  or 
upwards]   per  annum;    and  that,  after  enjoying  the 
"whole  of  thofe  farms  for  two  years,  he  was  permitted 
by  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  to  relinquiih  two  of  them  : 
that,  on  the  fubje<3:  of  the  farms  held  by  Canto  Baboo, 
the  faid  Warren  Hailings  has  made  the  following  de- 
claration :   "  Many  of  his  farms  were  taken  without 
*^  my  knowledge,  and  almoft  all  againft  my  advice. 
*^  I  had  no  right  to  ufe  compulllon  or  authority ;  nor 
^^  could  I  with  juflice  exclude  him,  becaufe  he  was 
**  my  fervant,  from  a  liberty  allowed  to  all  other  per- 
*^  fons  in  the  countrj^     The  farms  which  he  quitted, 
he  quitted  by  my  advice,  becaufe  I  thought  that  he 
might  engage  himfeif  beyond  his  abilities,  and  be 
involved  in  difputes,  which  I  did  not  chufe  to  have 
come  before  me  as  judge  of  them."     That  the  faid 
declaration  contains  fundry  falfe  and  contradictory  af- 
fertions :  that,  if  almofi  all  the  faid  farms  were  taken 
againft  his  advice,  it  cannot  be  true  that  vjany  of  them 
were  taken   without  his   knowledge :    that,    whether 
Canto  Baboo  had  been  his  fervant   or  not,  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings  was  bound  by  his  own  regulations  to 
prevent  his  holding  any  farms  to  a  greater  amount  than 
one  lack  of  rupees  per  annum  ;  and  that  the  faid  Canto 
Baboo,  being   the   fervant  of  the  Governor  General, 
was  excluded  by  the  faid  regulations  from  holding  any 
farms  whatever  :  tt|at  if  (as  the  Dired:ors  obferve)  it 
was  thought  dangerous  to  permit  the  banyan  of  a  Col- 
iedor  to  be  concerned  in  farms^,  the  fame  pr  ftronger 
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objedtions  would  always  lie  againfl  the  Governor's  ban- 
yan being  fo  concerned  :  that  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings  had  a  right,  and  was  bound  by  his  duty,  to  pre- 
vent his  fervant  from  holding  the  fame  :  that,  in  advi- 
iing  the  faid  Canto  Baboo  to  relinquifh  fome  of  the 
faid  farms,  for  which  he  was  actually  engaged,  he  has 
acknowledged  an  influence  over  his  fervant,  and  has 
ufed  that  influence  for  a  purpofe  inconliilent  with  his 
duty  to  the  India  Company,  namely,  to  deprive  them 
of  the  fecurity  of  the  faid  Canto  Baboo's  engagement 
for  farms,  which,  on  trial,  he  had  found  not  benefi- 
cial, or  not  likely  to  continue  beneficial,  to  himfeif ; 
and  that  if  it  was  improper  that  he,  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  fhould  be  the  judge  of  any  difputes  in  which 
his  fervant  might  be  involved  on  account  of  his  farms, 
that  reafon  ought  to  have  obliged  him  to  prevent  his 
fervant  from  being  engaged  in  any  farms  whatever,  or 
to  have  advifed  his  faid  fervant  to  relinquifli  the  re- 
mainder of  his  farms,  as  well  as  thofe  which  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings  afBrms  he  quitted  by  his  advice :  that, 
on  the  fubjedt  of  the  faid  charge,  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Eaft-India  Company  have  come  to  the  fol- 
lowing refolution  :  '*  Refolvedy  That  it  appears  that 
"  the  conduct  of  the  late  Prefident  and  Council  of 
Fort  William  in  Bengal,  in  fuffering  Canto  Baboo, 
the  prefent  Governor  General's  banyan,  to  hold 
farms  in  different  purgunnahs  to  a  large  amount,  or 
to  be  fecurity  for  fuch  farms,  contrary  to  the  tenor 
and  fpirit  of  the  17th  regulation  of  the  Committee 
of  Revenue  at  Fort  William,  of  the  14th  of  May 
1772,  and  afterwards  relinqulihing  that  fecurity 
*^  without  fatisfadlion  made  to  the  Company,  was 
"  highly  improper,  and  has  been  attended  with  confi- 
*'  derable  lofs  to  the  Company ;"  and  that,  in  the 
wdiole  of  this  tranfadtion,  the  faid  Warren  Haflinos 
has  been  guilty  of  grofs  coUufion  with  his  fervant,  and 
manifefl  breach  of  trufl  to  his  employers  :  that  whereas 
it  was  acknowledged  by  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  that 
the  country,  in  the  year  1770  and  1771,  had  fuffered 
great  depopulation  and  decay  ;  and  that  the  colled:ions 
of  thofe  years^  having  been  violently  kept  up  to  their 

former 


«42  ARTICLE    XV.      Part    L 

former  ftandard,  had  added  to  the  dillrefs  of  the  coun- 
try ;  the  fettlement  of  the  revenues  made  by  him  for 
five  3'ears^  commencing  the  ift  of  May  1772,  inftead 
of  oiFering  any  abatement  or  relief  to  the  inhabitants 
who  had  furvived  the  famine,  held  out  to  the  Eail- 
India  Company  a  promife  of  great  increafe  of  revenue, 
to  be  exacted  from  the  country  by  the  means  herein- 
before defcribed  :  that  this  fettlement  was  not  realized, 
but  fell  coniiderably  fhort,  even  in  the  firfl  of  the  five 
3^ears,  when  the  demand  was  the  lighteft ;  and  that, 
on  the  whole  of  the  five  years,  the  real  collediions  fell 
Ihort  of  the  fettlement,  to  the  enormous  amount  of  * 
two  millions  and  a  half  fterling,  and  upwards:  that 
fuch  a  fettlement,  if  it  had  been,  or  could  have  been, 
rigoroufly  exacted  from  a  country  already  fo  diflrefied, 
and  from  a  population  fo  impaired,  that,  in  the  belief 
of  the  faid  Warren  Mailings,  it  w^as  impofiible  fuch 
lofs  could  be  recruited  in  four  or  five  years,  w^auld  havo 
been  in  fad:  what  it  appeared  to  be  in  form,  an  ad:  of 
the  mofl  cruel  and  tyrannical  opprefiion;  but  that  the 
leal  ufe  made  of  that  unjufi  demand  upon  the  natives 
of  Bengal  v/as,  to  oblige  them  to  compound  privately 
with  the  perfons  who  formed  the  fettlement,  and  w^ha  . 
threatened  to  enforce  it :  that  the  enormous  balances 
and  remiffions,  on  that  fettlemenx,  arofe  from  a  general 
collufion  between  the  farmers  and  collectors,  and  from 
a  general  peculation  and  embezzlement  of  the  revenues,, 
by  w^hich  the  Eafi-India  Companv  was  grofily  impofed 
on,  in  the  firil  inftance,  by  a  promifed  increafe  of  re- 
venue, and  defrauded,  in  the  fecond,  not  only  by  the 
failure  of  that  increafe^  but  by  the  revenues  falling 
iliort  of  what  they  w^ere  in  the  two  years  preceding  the 
laid  fettlement,  to  a  great  amount.  That  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings,  being  then  at  the  head  of  the  Go- 
vernment of  Bengal,  was  a  party  to  all  the  faid  impofi- 
tion,  fraud,  peculation,  and  embezzlement,  and  is 
principally  and  fpecially  anfwerable  for  the  fame  ;  and 
that  whereas  fundry  proofs  of  the  faid  peculation  and 
embezzlement  were  brought  before  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, the  faid  Diredors  (in  a  letter  dated  the  4th  of 
March  17783  and  figned  by  William  Devaynes  and 
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Nathaniel  Smith,  Efquires,  now  Chairman  and  Deputy 
Chairman  of   the  faid  Court,    and  members  of   this 
Houfe)  did  declare,   that,  *^  although  it  was  rather 
*^  their  wilh  to  prevent  future  evils,  than  to  enter  into 
*^  afevere  retrofpedtion  of  pafl  abufes,  yet^  as  in  fome 
of  the  cafes  then  before  them  they  conceived  there 
had  been  flagrant  corruptions  and,  in  others,  great 
oppreflions    committed   on  the    native  inhabitants^ 
they  thought  it  unjufl  to  fuffer  the  delinquents  to 
pafs  wholly  unpuniihed  ;  and  therefore  they  directed 
*^  the  Governor  General  and  Council  forthwith  to  com- 
"  mence  a  profecution  againft  the  perfons  who  com- 
pofed  the  Committee  of  Circuit,  and  their  repre- 
fentatives,    and   againfl  all   other  proper  parties ;" 
but  that  the  profecutions  fo  ordered  by  the  Court  of 
Directors,  in  the  year  177B,  have  never  been  brought 
to  trial ;  and  that  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did^  on  the 
23d  of  December  17S3,  propofe  and  carry  it  in  Coun- 
cil, that  orders  JhouTd  be  given  for  withdrawing  the  faid 
profecutions,  declaring  that  he  was  clearly  of  opinion 
that  there  was  no  ground  to  maintain  them,  and  that 
they  would  only  be  produ^ive  of  expence  to  the  Company^ 
and  unmerited  vexation  to  the  parties. 
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THAT  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  has,  on  fundry 
occafions,  declared  his  deliberate  opinion  gene- 
rally againfl  all  innovations,  and  particularly  in  the 
colledtiou  and  management  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal; 
that  "  he  was  well  aware  of  the  expence  and  incon- 
^^  venience  which  ever  attends  innovations  of  all  kinds  on 

Kk  '-  their 
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*^  their  firfl  inftitution.  —  That  innovations    are    al^ 

*^  ways  attended  with  difficulties  and  inconvenienciesy 

*"*  and  innovations  in  the  revenia:e  with  a  fufpenfion  of 

"  the  collections  :  —  That  the  continual  variations  in 

*^  the  mode  of  collecting  the  revenue^,  arrd  the  conti- 

*^  nual  ufurpations  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  have 

"  fixed  in  the  minds  of  the  Ryots,  a  rooted  diitruft 

*^  of  the  ordinances  o^f  Government/'   That  the  Court 

€>f  Dircdiors  have  repeatedly  declared  their  apprehen- 

§onSj  '^  that  a  fudden  tranlition   from  one  mode  to 

*'  another,  in  the  invefiigation  and  collediion  af  their 

*^  revenue^  might  have  alarmed  the  inhabitants,  lef- 

*^  fened  their  confidence  in  the  Company'^s  proceedings,. 

^'^  and  been;  attended  with  other  evils^"     That  the  faid 

Warren  Hallings,  immediately  after  his  appointment 

to  the  government  of  Fort  William,  in  April   1772, 

did  abolilh  the  office  of  Naib  Buan,  or  Native  Coilec' 

tor  of  the  revenues  then  exi^lling  ;• — That  he  did  at  the 

iame  time  appoint  a  Committee  of  the  Board  to  go  on 

a  circuit  through  the  provinces,,  and  to  form  a  fettle- 

ment  of  the  revenues  fc^  five  years : — That  he  did 

then  appoint  fundry  of  the  Company's  fervan^ts  to  have 

the  management  of  the  coUedtions,  viz,  one  in  each 

dillrid:,  under  the  title  of  ColkUor ; — That  he  did  then. 

abolifh  the  General  Board  of  Revenue  or  Council   at 

Muxadavad,  for  the  following  reafons  :  '^  That  while 

^^  the  controlling  and  executive  part  of  the  revenue,. 

^^  and  the  correfpondenee   with   the  CoUediors,  was 

^^  carried  on  by  a  Council  at  Muxadavad,  the  mem- 

*'  bers  of  the  Adminiflration  at  Calcutta  had    no  op- 

^^  portunity  of  .acquiring  that  thorough  and  compre- 

^^  heniive  knowledge,  which  could  only  refult  from 

^^  pra^iical  experience.     That  the  orders  of  the  Court 

'^^  of  Dirediors,  which  eftablifhed  a  new  fyltem,  which 

**  enjoined  many  new  regulations  and  inquiries,  could 

*^  not  properly  be  delegated  to  a  fubordinate  council; 

"  and  it  became  abfolutely  neceffary  that  the  bufinefs 

♦^  of  the  revenue  ihould  be  conducted  under  the  imme^ 

*'  diate  obfervation  and  direction  of  the  Board/'     That^ 

in  November  1773,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  abolifhed 

the  office  of  ColU^ory  and  transferred  the  coll  .ction 
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and  matiagement  of  the  revenues  to  feveral  Councils 
of  Revenue,  commonly  called  Provincial  Councils.-^-' 
That,  on  the  24th  of  Odober  1774,  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings  earneftly  offend  his  udvice  (to  the  Governor 
General  and  Courtcil,  then  newly  appointed  by  ad:  of 
Parliament)  for  the  £ontinuation  of  the  f^id  fyftem  €f 
Provincial  Councils  in  ail  its  farts — That  the  faid  War^ 
ren  Haftings  did,  on  the  22d  of  April  1775,  tranfmit 
to  the  Diredors  a  formal  plan  for  the  future  fettlement 
of  the  revenues,  and  did  therein  declare,  that  '^  with 
*'  refped  to  the  mode  of  managing  the  colledion 
*^  of  the  revenue,  and  the  adminiftratuon  of  juftice, 
none  occurred  to  him  fo  good  as  the  fyftem  which 
was  already  eftabliftied^  of  Provincial  Councils."— 
That,  on  the  i8th  of  January  1776,  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings  did  tranfmit  to  the  Court  of  Diredors,  a  plan 
for  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice  :  that,  in  this 
plan,  the  eftabiifhment  of  the  faid  Provincial  Councils 
was  fpecially  provided  for  and  confirmed ;  and  that 
Warren  Haftings  did  recommend  it  to  the  Diredors, 
to  oh  tain  the  fandlion  of  Parliament  for  a  confirmation  of 
the  faid  plan.  That,  on  the  30th  of  April  1776,  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  did  tranfmit  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
redors the  draught  or  fcheme  of  an  ad  of  Parliament 
for  the  better  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  provinces, 
in  which  the  faid  eftabliftiment  of  Provincial  Councils 
is  again  fpecially  included,  and  fpecial  jurifdidion  af- 
iigned  to  the  faid  Councils.  That  the  Court  of  Di- 
redors,  in  a  letter  dated  5th  February  1777,  did 
give  the  following  inftrudion  to  the  Governor  General 
and  Council,  a  majority  of  whom,  viz.  Sir  John  Cla- 
vering,  Colonel  Monfon,  and  Mr.  Francis,  had  dif- 
approved  of  the  plan  of  Provincial  Councils  ;  ^^  If 
^'  you  are  fully  convinced  that  the  eftabliftiment  of 
*^  Provincial  Councils  has  not  anfwered,  nor  is  not 
^^  capable  of  anfwering  the  purpofes  intended  by  fuch 
inftitutions,  we  hereby  dired  you  to  form  a  new 
plan  for  the  colledion  of  the  revenues,  and  to  tranf-* 
mit  the  fame  to  us  for  cur  confideraiionr  That  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  contradidion  to  his  own  fen- 

K  k  2  timents 
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timents  repeatedly  declared,  and  to  his  own  advice  re-« 
peatedly  and  deliberately  given,    and  in   defiance  of 
the  orders  of  the  Directors,  to  whom  he  tranfmitted 
no   previous  communication  whatever,  of  his   inten^ 
tion  to  abolilh  the  laid  Provincial  Councils,  did,  in  the 
beginning  of  the  year  1781,  again  change  the  whole 
fyftem    of  the  colledlions    of  the   public  revenue  of 
Bengal,  as  alfo  the  adminillration  of  civil  and  crimi- 
nal juftice  throughout  the  provinces.     That  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings 5  in  a  letter  dated  5th  of  May  1781, 
advifing  the  Court  of  Directors  of  the   faid  changes, 
has  falfely  affirmed,  "  that  the  plan  of  fuperintending 
<'  and  colled:ing  the  public  revenue  of  the  provinces, 
*^  through   the  agency  of  Provincial  Councils,    had 
**^  been  inftituted  for  the  temporary  and  declared  pur- 
f ^  pofe  of  introducing  another  more  permanent  mode 
f^  by  an  eafy  and  gradual  change,^*     That,  on  the  con- 
trary, the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  from  the  year  1773* 
to  the  year  1781,  has  conilantly  and  uniformly  infifted 
on  the  wifdom  of  that  inilitution,  and  on  the  neceffity 
of  never  departing  from  it:  —  That  he  has,  in  that 
time,  repeatedly  advifed,  that  the  faid  inftitution  fhould 
be  confirmed  in  perpetuity  by  an  adt  of  Parliament :- — 
That  the  faid  total  diflblution  of  the  Provincial  Coun^ 
tils  was  not  introduced  by  any  eafy  and  gradual  change, 
nor  by  any   gradations  whatever ;  but  was  fudden  and 
unprepared,  and  inftantly  accompliflied  by  a  fingle  adt 
of  power  :  and  that  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  the 
place  of  the  faid  Councils,  has  fubftituted  a  Committee 
of  Revenue,  confifting  of  four  covenanted  fervants,  on 
principles  oppofite  to  thofe  which  he  had  himfelf  pro- 
felTed  ;  and  with  exclufive  powers,  tending  to  deprive 
the  members  of  the  Supreme  Council  of  a  due  know- 
ledge of,  and  infpedtion  into^^  the  management  of  the 
territorial  revenues,  fpecially  and  unalienably  veiled  by 
the  Legiflature  in  the  Governor  General  and  Council, 
and  to  veil  the  fame   folely   and  entirely  in  the  faid 
Warren  Hailings.     That  the  reafons  affigned  by  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings,  for  conilituting  the  faid  Com- 
mittee of  Revenue,  are  incompatible  with  thofe  which 
he  prifeiTed,  when  he  aboUihe,d  the  Subordinate  Coun- 
'    -"    '■""'"  ■'■  '     "  cil 
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cil  of  Revenue  at  Muxadavad.     That  he  has  invefted 
the  faid  Committee  in  the  fullcft  ynanner^  zvith  all  the 
powers  and  authority  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council. 
That  he  has  thereby  contradied  the  whole  power  and 
office  of  the  Provincial  Councils  into  a  fmall  compafs, 
and  veiled  the  fame  in  four  perfons  appointed  by  him- 
felf :  —  That  he  has  thereby  taken  the  general  tranf- 
«d:ion  and  cognizance  of  revenue  buiinefs  out  of  the 
Supreme  Council  : — That  the  faid  Committee  are  im- 
powered  to  conduct  the  current  bulinefs  of  the  reve- 
nue   department,    without  reference  to  the   Supreme 
Council,  and  only  report  to  the  Board  fuch  extraordi- 
fiary  occurrences,  claims^    and  propofalSy  as  may  require 
the  fpecial  orders  of  the  Board — That  even  the  inllruc- 
tion,  to  report  to  the  Board,  in  extraordinary  cafes,  is 
nugatory  and  fallacious,  being  accompanied  with  limi- 
tations which  make  it  impoflible  for  the  faid  Board  to 
decide  on  any  quellions  whatfoever ;  fince,   it  is  ex- 
•preiHy  provided  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  that^  if 
the  members  of  the  Committee  differ  in  opinion,  it  is  not 
expeEled  that  every  diffentient  opinion  fbzuld  he  recorded-; 
confequently  the    Supreme  Council,  on  any  reference 
to  their  Board,  can  fee  nothing  but  the  refolutions  or 
reafons  of  the  majority  of  the  Committee,  without  the 
•arguments  on  which  the  diffentient  opinions  might  be 
founded  :  and  fince  it  is  alfo  expreffly  provided  by  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings,  that  the  determination  of  the  ma- 
jority  of  the  Committee  frjould  not  therefore  be  flayed,  un- 
UJs  it  fhould  he  fo  agreed  by  the  majority  ;  that  is,  that, 
notwithftanding  the  reference  to  the   Supreme  Coun- 
cil, the  meafure  ihall  be  executed  without  waiting  for 
their  decifion.  —  That    the   faid  Warren  Haflings  has 
delivered  his  opinion,  w^ith  many  arguments  to  fupport 
the  fame,  in  favour  of  long  leafes  of  the  lands,  in  pre- 
ference to  annual  fettlemcnts;  that  he  has  particularly 
declared,    "  that  the  farmer,  who  holds   his  farm  for 
one  year  only,  having  no  interefl  in  the  next,  takes 
what  he  can  with  the  hand  of  rigour,  which,  even 
in  the  execution  of  legal  claims  is  often  equivalent 
to   violence.     He  is  under  the  neceffity  of  being 
f^  rigid^  and  even  cruel -^  for  what  :s  left  in  arrear^  after 
^  ^      ■  "  the 
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*^  the  expiration  of  his  power,  is  at  befl  a  doubt* 
ful  debt,  if  ever  recoverable.  He  will  be  tempted 
to  exceed  the  bounds  of  risiht,  and  to  augment  his 
income  by  irregular  exad:ions,  and  by  racking  the 
tenants,  for  which  pretences  will  not  be  wanting. 


€C 

6i 

^^  where  the  farms  pafs  annually  from  one  hand  to 
*^  another.  That  the  difcourao-ements  which  the  te- 
nants  feel,  from  benig   transferred    every    year   to 


a 


new  landlords,  are  a  great  objcdtlon  to  fuch  fhort 
leafes ;  that  they  contribute  to  injure  the  cultivav 
tion,  and  difpeople  the  lands.  That,  on  the  con- 
trary, from  long  farms,  the  farmer  acquires  a  per- 
manent intereft  in  his  lands;  he  will,  for  his  own 
^''  fake,  lay  out  money  in  afiifting  his  tenants,  in  im^ 
*^  proving  lands  ^already  cultivated,  and  in  clearing 
^^  and  cultivating  wafle  lands/'  That  neverthelefs, 
the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  having  left  it  to  the  difcre- 
tion  of  the  Committee  of  Revenue,  appointed  by  him 
in  1 78 1,  to  fix  the  time  for  which  the  enfuing  fettle- 
ment  ihould  be  made ;  and  the  faid  Committee  having 
declared,  that,  wish  refpe^  to  the  period  of  the  leafes 
in  general,  it  appeared  to  the  Committee^  that  to  limit 
theyn  to  one  year  would  l^  the  he fi  period :  he,  the  faid 
Warren  Hailings,  approved  of  that  limitation,  in  ma- 
nifeft  contradidiion  to  all  his  own  arguments,  profef-? 
fions,  and  declarations,  concerning  the  fatal  confe- 
quences  of  annual  leafes  of  the  lands  ; — That,  in  fo 
doing,  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  not  hold  himfelf 
bound  or  retrained  by  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, but  adted  upon  his  own  difcretion  ;  and  thac 
he  has,  for  partial  and  interefted  purpofes,  exercifed 
that  difcretion,  in  particular  inftances,  againil  his  own 
general  fettiement  for  one  year,  by  granting  perpetual 
leafes  of  farms  and  zemindaries  to  perfons  fpecially  fa- 
voured by  him ;  and  particularly  by  granting  a  per- 
petual leafe  of  the  zemindary  of  Baharbund,  to  his 
fervant  Canto  Baboo,  on  very  low  terms  —  That, 
in  all  the  preceding  tranfadtions,  the  faid  Warren 
Mailings  did  ad:  contrary  to  his  duty,  as  Governor  qf 
Fort  William,  contrary  to  the  orders  of  his  employers,^ 
and  contrary  to  his  own  declared  fenfe  of  expediency, 
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coniiflency,  and  jufticc ;  and  thereby'  did  harrafs 
and  affllG:  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  with  per- 
petual changes  in  the  fyftem  and  execution  of  the 
government  placed  over  them  ;  and  with  continued 
innovations  and  cxadl'ions  againit  the  rights  of  the  faid 
inhabitants;  thereby  deilroying  all  fecurity  ro  private 
property,  and  all  confidence  in  the  good  faith,  prin- 
ciples, and  jufllce  of  the  Britifh  Government : —  And 
that  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  having  fubftituted  his 
own  inilruments  to  be  the  managers  and  colledfors  of 
the  public  revenue,  in  the  manner  herein-before  men- 
tioned, did  aift  in  manifeil  breach  and  defiance  of  an 
ad:  of  the  13th  of  His  prefent  Majefty,  by  which  the 
ordering  and  management  and  government  of  all  the  terri- 
torial revenues  in  the  kingdoms  of  Bengal,  Bahar^  and 
Orijfay  were  veiled  in  the  Governor  General  and  Coun- 
cil, without  any  power  of  delegating  the  faid  trufl  and 
duty  to  any  other  perfons ;  and  that  by  fuch  unlawful  de=^« 
legation  of  the  powers  of  the  Council  to  a  fubordinate 
Board  appointed  by  himfelf,  he,  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  did  in  effed:  unite  and  veft  in  his  own  per- 
fon,  the  ordering,  government,  and  management  of 
all  the  faid  territorial  revenues: — And  that,  for  the 
faid  illegal  ad:,  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  is  folely 
anfwerable,  the  fame  having  ben  propofed  and  refolved 
in  Council,  when  the  Governor  General  and  Council 
confifted  but  of  two  perfons  prefent;  namely,  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings,  and  the  late  Edward  Wheler,  Efq. 
and  w^hen,  confequently,  the  Governor  General,  by 
virtue  of  the  cafting  voice,  poftefted  the  whole  power 
of  the  government.  That,  in  all  the  changes  and 
innovations  herein-before  defcribed,  the  pretence  ufed 
by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  to  recomm^end  and  juf-- 
tify  the  fame  to  the  Court  of  Dired:ors,  has  been, 
that  fuch  changes  and  innovations  v/ould  be  attended 
with  increafe  of  revenue,  or  diminution  of  expence  to 
the  Eaft-India  Company — That  fuch  pretence,  it  true, 
would  not  have  been  a  juftiiication  of  fuch  ad:s ;  but 
that  fuch  pretence^is  falfe  and  groundlefs — That,  during 
the  adminiftration  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftlno-s,  the 
territorial  re  venues,  have,  declined  ;  that  the  charges  of 
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collefting  the  fame  have  greatly  increafed ;  and  that 
the  faid  Warren  Haflhigs,  by  his  negledt,  mifma- 
nagement,  and  by  a  direct  and  intended  wafle  of  the 
Company's  property,  is  chargeable  v/ith,  and  anfwer- 
able  for  all  the  faid  decline  of  revenue,  and  all  the 
faid  increafe  of  expence. 


Mifdemeanors    in   O  U  D  E, 

No-  XVI.  • 
I. 

THAT  the  province  of  Oude  arid  its  dependencies 
were,  before  their  connexion  with,  and  fubor- 
dination  to  the  Campany,  in  a  flourifhing  condition 
with  regard  to,  culture,  commerce,  and  population, 
and  their  rulers  and  principal  nobility  maintained  them- 
felves  in  a  ilate  of  affluence  and  fplendour ;  but  very 
ihortly  after  the  period  aforefaid,  the  profperity,  both 
of  the  country  and  its  chiefs,  began  fenlibly  and  ra- 
pidly to  decline ;  infomuch,  that  the  revenue  of  the 
faid  province,  which  on  the  loweft  eflimation  had 
been  found,  in  the  commencement  of  the  Britilh  in- 
fluence, at  upwards  of  3,000,0001.  ilerling  annually 
(and  that  ample  revenue  raifed  without  detriment  to 
the  country)  did  not,  in  the  year  1779,  exceed  the 
fum  of  1,500,0001.  and  in  the  fubfequent  years  did 
fall  much  ihort  of  that  fum,  although  the  rents  were 
generally  advanced,  and  the  country  grievoufly  op- 
prefl'ed  in  order  to  raife  it. 

II. 

That  in  the  aforefaid  year  1779,  the  demands  of 
the  Eaft-India  Company  on  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  are 
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itated  by  Mr.  Purling,  their  Refident  at  the  Court  of 
Oude,  to  amount  to  the  fum  of  1,360,000!.  fteriing 
^nd  upwards,  leaving  (upon  the  fuppofition  that  the 
whole  revenue  fhould  amount  to  the  fum  of  i,5go,oooL 
Iterling,  to  which  it  did  not  amount)  no  more  than 
14O5O00I.  ilerling,  for  the  fupport  of  the  dignity  of 
the  houfehold-  and  family  of  the  Nabob,  and  for  the 
maintenance  of  his  government,  as  well  as  for  the 
payment  of  the  public  debts  due  within  the  pro- 
vince, 

III. 

That  by  the  treaty  of  Fyzabad,  a  regular  brigade 
of  the  Company's  troops,  to  be  flationed  in  the  do- 
minions of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  were  kept  up  at  the 
expence  of  the  faid  Nabob ;  in  addition  to  which,  a 
temporary  brigade  of  the  fame  troops  was  added  to 
his"*  eilablifhment,  together  with  feveral  detached 
corps  in  the  Company's  fervice,  and  a  great  part  of 
his  own  native  troops  were  put  under  the  command  of 
Britifh  officers. 

lY. 

That  the  expence  of  the  Company's  temporary  bri- 
gade increafed  in  the  fame  year  (the  year  of  1779)  up- 
wards of  8o,oool.  ilerllng  above  che  eilimate ;  and  the 
expence  of  the  country  troops  imder  Britifh  officers, 
in  the  fame  period,  increafed  upwards  of  40,000!.  fler- 
ling  ;  and  in  addition  to  the  aforefaid  ruinous  expences, 
a  large  civil  eitabliihment  was  gradually,  fecretly,  and 
without  any  authority  from  the  Court  of  Diredtors, 
or  record  on  the  books  of  the  Council  General  con- 
cerning the  fame,  formed  for  the  Reiident  and  ano- 
ther, under  Mr.  Wombwell,  an  agent  for  the  Com- 
pany ;  as  alfo  feveral  penlions  and  allowances,  in  the 
fame  fecret  and  clandeftine  manner,  were  charged  on 
the  revenues  of  the  faid  Nabob,  for  the  benefit  of  Bri- 
tifh fubjedts,  befides  large  occafional  gifts  to  perfon* 
in  the  Comoany's  fervice. 

'LI  V,  ThaD- 
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That  in-  the  month  of  Noyember  1779,  the  faid 
Nabob  did  reprefent  to  Mr.  Purling,  the  Company's 
Refident  aforefaid,  the  diftrefled  flate  of  his  revenues, 
in  the  following  terms  :  *'  During  three  years  pafl,  the 
^  expence  occaiioned  by  the  troops  in  brigade,  and 
others  commanded  by  European  officers,  has  much 
''  diftreiTed  the  fupport  of  my  houfehold,,  infomuch 
"  that  the  ailoyvances  m.ade  ta  the  ferao-lio  and  chil- 
*^  dren  of  the  deceafed  Nabob  have  been  reduced  ta 
*^  one  fourth  of  what  it  had  been,  upon  which  they 
have  fubfiiled  in  a  very  diilreiied  manner  for  twa 
years  pafl;.  The  attendants,,  writers,  and  fervants, 
&c.  of  my  court  have  received  no  pay  for  two  years 
"  pail  •  and  there  is  at  prefent  no  part  of  the  country 
*^  that  can  be  allotted  to  the  payijient  of  my  father's 
*^  private  creditors,  whofe  applications  are  daily  pref- 
^^  ling  upon  me.  All  thefe  difficulties  I  have  for  thefe 
*'  three  years  pafl:  ftruggled  through,  and  found  this 
*'  confolation  therein,  that  it  was  complying  with  the 
*^  pleafure  of  the  honourable  Company,  and  in  the 
^'  hope  that  the  Supreme  Council  v/ould  make  inquiry 
*^  from  impartial  pcrfons  into  my  diftrefled  fituation  ; 
^^  but  I  am  now  forced  to  a  reprefentation.     From  the 


"^^  great  imreafe  of  expence^  the  revenues  were  necella- 
*^  rily  farmed  out  at  a  high  raU ;  and  deficiencies  fol- 
*•  lowed  yearly.  The  country  and  cultivation  isaban- 
"  doned ;  and  this  year,  in  particular,  from  the  ex- 
*^  ceilive  drought,  deductions  of  many  lacks"  [flated 
by  the  Refident,  in  his  letter  to  the  Board  of  the  13th 
of  the  month  following,  to  amount  to  25  lacks,  or 
250,0001.  flerling]  ''  have  been  allowed  the  farmers, 
'*'  who  v/ere  flill  left  unfatisfied. —  I  have  received  but 
^'  jufi  fuificient  to  fupport  my  abfoiute  neceffities,  the 
*^  revenues  being  deficient  to  the  amount  of  15  lacks,*' 
[150,000!.  Iterling]  "  and  for  this  reafon,  many  of  the 
^'  old  chieftains,  with  their  troops,  and  the  ufeful  at- 
*^  tendants  of  the  court,  were  forced  to  leave  it,  and 
^'  there  is  now  only  a  few  foot  and  horfe  for  the  collect 
<^  tion  of  my  revenues ;  and  Ihould  the  zemindars  be 

'^  refrac- 
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^^  refradlGry,  there  is  not  left  a  fufHcient  number  to  re- 
^'•'  duce  them  to  obedience,*^  And  the  faid  Nabob  did 
•therefore  pra}^,  that  the  affignments  for  the  new  bri- 
^ade,  the  corps  of  horfe,  and  the  other  detached  bo- 
dies of  the  Company's  troops,  might  not  be  required 
from  him ;  alledging,  '•  that  the  former  was  not  only 
■^^  quite  ufelefs  to  his  government,  but,  moreover,  the 
^^  caufe  of  much  lols  both  in  the  revenues  and  cuftoms; 
*'  and  that  the  detached  bodies  of  troops,  under  their 
^^  European  officers,  brought  nothing  but  confufion 
^'  into  the  affairs  of  his  government,  and  wer^e  entirely 
^^  their  own  maftersc" 

VL 

That  It  appears  that  the  faid  Nabob  was  not  boivnd 
by  any  treaty  to'the  maintenance,  without  his  confcnt, 
£ven  of  the  old  brigade  ;  the  Court  of  Diiediors  havings 
in  their  letter  of  the  15th  December  1775,  approved  of 
keeping  the  fame  in  his  fervice,  ''  provided  it  was  done 
^'  with  the  free  confent  of  the  Soubah,  and  by  no  means 
^'  without  it,^*  And  the  new  brigade,  and  temporary 
-corps,  were  raifed  on  the  exprefs  condition  that  the  ex- 
pence  thereof  fhould  be  charged  on  the  Nabob  only 
*^  for  fo  long  a  time  as  he  fhould  require  the  corps  for  his 
"  ferviceT  And  the  Court  of  Directors  exprefs  to  the 
governor  General  and  Council  their  fenfe  of  the  faid 
agreement  in  the  following  terms  :  '^  But  if  you  intend 
^'  to  exert  your  influence,  firfi:  to  induce  the  Vizier  to 
*^  acquiefce  in  your  propofal,  and  afterwards  to  compel 
'^  him  to  keep  the  troops  in  his  pay  during  your  pleafure, 
"  your  intents  are  unjufi  ;  and  a  correfpondent  condu5i 
^^  would  refietl  great  difjonour  on  the  Cmipanyp^ 

¥IL 

That  in  anfw-er  to  the  decent  and  I^umble  reprefenta- 
.  tion  aforefaid  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  the  allegations  of 
which,  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  the  diilrelTed  flate  of  the 
Nabob's  finances^  and  his  total  inability  to  difcharge 
the  demands  made  on  him,  were  confirmed  by  the  tef- 
|:im.ony  of  the  pngliih  Reiident  at  Oude,  and  which 
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the  faid  Haftings  did  not  deri)^,  in  the  whole  or  in  any 
part  thereof,  he,  the  laid  Warren  Haftings,  did,  on 
pretence  of  c^  rtain  political  dangers,  declare  the  relief 
deiired,  to  be  "  without  hefitation  totally  inadmiffible ;" 
and  did  falfeiy  and  maliciouHy  inlinuate,  "  that  the 
'^  tone  in  which  the  demands  of  the  Nabob  were  af- 
*^  ferted,  and  the  feafon  in  which  they  were  made,  did 
^^  give  caufe  for  ihe  moji  alarming  jujpctons T  And  the 
faid  V/arren  Haftings  did,  in  a  letter  to  the  Nabob 
aforefaid,  written  in  haughty  and  infolent  language, 
and  without  taking  any  notice  of  the  diftreffes  of  the 
faid  Nabob,  alledged  and  verified  as  before  recited, 
'^  require  and  iniiil  upon  your  [t-  e  Nabob's]  granting 
'^  tuncaws  [ailignments]  for  the  full  amount  of  their 
^^  [the  Company's]  demands  upon  you  for  the  current 
^'  vear,  and  on  your  referving  funds  fufiicient  to  anfwer 
^^  them,  even  Jhould  the  deficiencies  of  your  revenues  coyii- 
^*  pel  you  to  leave  your  own  troops  unprovided  for^  or\  to  dij- 
*'  band  a  pact  of  thern^  to  enable  you  to  effect  it" 

VIII. 

That  in  a  letter,  written  at  the  fame  time  to  the  Re- 
fident  Purlins',  and  intended  for  his  dirc(!^ions  in  en-* 
forcing  on  the  Nabob  the  unjuft  demands  aforefaid,  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  hath  afferted,  in  direct  contra- 
dicffion  to  the  treaties  fubliiting  between  the  faid  Nabob 
and  the  Company,  '^  that  he  [the  Nabob]  ftands  en- 
''  gaged  to  our  Government  to  maintain  the  Englifli 
^'  armies,  which,  at  his  own  requeft,  have  been  formed 
^'  for  the  protediion  of  his  dominions;  and  that  it  is 
*'  our  party  and  not  his,  to  judge  and  determine  in  what 
*^  manner  and  at  what  time  thefe  fhall  he  reduced  and  wkh- 
*^  drawn,'''  And  in  a  minute  of  confutation,  when  the 
aforefaid  meafure  was  propofed  by  the  faid  Haftings  to 
the  Supreme  Council,  he  did  allirm  and  maintain,  that 
the  troops  aforefaid  ^^  had  now  nojeparate  or  diftind; 
"  exiftence  from  ours,  and  may  be  properly  faid  to 
^^  confift  of  our  whole  military  eftablilliment,  with  the 
^'  exception  only  of  our  European  infantry ;  and  that 
^'  they  could  not  be  withdrawn  without  impfiong  or^ 

^^  tiiQ 


ARTICLE    XVI.  255 

*^  the  Compsny  the  additional  burden  of  them,  or  dif- 
^'  banding  nine  battalions  of  difciplined  fepoys,  and 
^'  three  regiments  of  horfe." 

IX. 

That  in  the  minute  of  confultation  aforeflud,  he^  tbe 
faid  Warren  Haflings,  hath  farther,  in  juflification  qf 
the  violent  and  arbitrary  proceedings  aforefaid,  aflerted, 
*'  that  the  arrangement  of  meafures  between  the  Bri- 
'^  tifh  Government  and  then*  allies,  the  native  powers 
*^  of  India,  mufl,  in  cafe  of  difagreement  about  the 
*^  neceffity  thereof,  be  decided  hy  the  ftrongeft ;"  and  hath 
thereby  advanced  a  dangerous  and  mafl:  indecently-ex- 
prelTed  pohtion,  fubverfive  of  the  rights  of  allies,  and 
tending  to  breed  war  and  confuiion,  inflead  of  cordia- 
lity and  co-operation  amongil:  them,  and  to  deftrov  all 
confideiKe  of  the  Princes  of  India  in  the  faith  and  juf- 
tice  of  the  Eno-lifh  nation  :  and  the  faid  Haftin^s 
having  farther,  in  the  minute  aforefaid,  prefumed  to 
threaten  to  ''  bring  to  punifhment,  if  my  iniiaence 
**  [his  the  faid  Hailings's  influence]  can  produce 
*^  that  efFed:^  tbofe  incendiaries  who  have  endeavour- 
^^  ed  to  make  themfelves  the  inllruments  of  divi- 
'^  lion  between  us,"  hath,  as  far  as  in  him  lay,  ob- 
flruded  the  performance  of  one  of  the  moft  eilential 
duties  of  a  Prince,  engaged  in  an  unequal  alliance  with 
a  prefiding  Hate — that  of  reprefenting  the  grievances; 
of  his  fubjedis  to  that  more  powerful  ftate,  by  whofe 
adts  they  fuffer ;  leaving  thereby  the  governing  power 
in  total  ignorance  of  the  efFedis  of  its  own  meafures, 
and  to  the  oppreffed  people  no  other  choice  rhan  the 
alternative  of  an  unqualified  fubmifiion,  or  a  refifiance 
produdiive  of  confequences  more  fatal. 

X. 

That  all  relief  being  denied  to  the  Nabob,  in  the 
manner  and  on  the  grounds  aforefaid,  the  demands  of 
the  Company  on  the  faid  Nabob  in  the  year  following^ 
tl^at  is  to  fay,  in  the  year  1780,  did  amount  to  the 

enormous 
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enormous  fum  of  15400,000!.  'lierllng,  and  the  dlftref^ 
,of  the  province  did  rap?dly  increafe. 

XL 

That  the  Nabobs  on  the  24th  of  February  of  the 
fame  year,  did  again  write  to  the  Governor  General, 
the  faid  Warren  Hailings,  a  letter,  in  which  he  ex- 
prefTed  his  conflant  frielidfiiip  to  the  Company,  and  his 
fubmifiion  and  obedience  to  their  orders ;  and  affert- 
ing,  that  he  had  not  troubled  them  with  any  of  his 
difficulties,  trufting  they  would  Jearn  them  from  other 
quarters,  and  that  he  ihould  be  relieved  by  their  friend- 
Ihip  :  ^°  But  [he  faysj  v/hen  ihe  knife  had  penetrated  to 
'^'  the  hone,  and  I  was  furrounded  with  fuch  heavy  dif- 
*^  -treiTes,  that  I  could  no  longer  live  in  exped:ations, 
^^  I  then  wrote  an  account  of  my  difficulties.  The 
^^  anfwer  I  have  received  to  it  is  fuch,  that  it  has 
^^  given  me  inexpreffible  grief  and  affiicftion.  I  never 
^^  had  die  leafc  idea  or  expectation  from  you  and  the 
*^  Council,  that  you  would  have  given  your  orders  in 
*•'  fo  affiitiing  a  manner^  in  zvhich  you  never  before  wrote, 
*^  and  I  could  never  have  imagined.  I  have  delivered  up 
^*  all  my  private  papers  to  him,  [the  Relident]  that  af- 
*^  ter  examining  mv  receipts  and  expences,  he  may 
^^  take  whatever  remains.  That  as  I  know  ic  to  be  my 
duty  to  fatisfy  you,  [the  Company  and  Council]  I 
have  not  failed  to  obey  in  any  inftance;  but  re- 
■'  quefced  of  him,  that  it  might  be  done  fo  as  not  fo 
^^  didrefs  me  in  my  neceffary  expences.  There  being 
^^  no  other  funds  but  thofe  for  the  expences  of  my 
^^  mutfeddies  [clerks  and  accountants]  houfehold  ex- 
^'  pences,  and  'fervants,  &c.  he  demanded  thefe  in  fuch 
a  manner,  that,  being  remedilefs,  1  was  obliged  to 
comply  with  what  he  required.  He  has  accordingly 
Hopped  the  penfions  of  my  old  fervants  for  thirty  years, 
whether  fepoys^  [^/oidiers^  mutfeddies  [^fecretaries  and 
accountants']  or  houfehold  fervants,  and  the  expences  of 
my  family  and  kitchen,,  together  with  the  jaghires  of  my 
grandmother,  mother,  and  aunts,  and  of  my  brothers  and 
f*^  dependants^  zvhich  were  for  their  fupport" 

XIL  That 
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XIL 

That  in  anfwer  to  the  letter  aforefaid,  the  Refident 
received  from  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  and  Council 
an  order  to  perfevere  in  the  demand  to  its  fullefl  extent, 
that  is  to  fay,  to  the  amount  of  15400,000!.  ilerling, 

XIII. 

That  on  the  1 5th  of  May  the  Nabob  replied,  com- 
plaining, in  an  humble  and  fuppliant  manner,  of  his 
cillrefled  fituation ;  that  he  had  at  fivfi  oppofed  the  af- 
figning  to  the  ufe  of  the  Company  the  efcates  of  his 
mother,  of  his  giandmiOther,  of  one  of  his  uncles,  and 
of  the  fons  of  another ;  but  that,  in  obedience  to  the 
injundtions  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  Council,  it  had 
been  done,  to  the  am^ount,  on  the  whole,  of  8O5OO0I. 
ilerling  a  year,  or  thereabouts  i  that  v/hatever  efredts 
were  in  the  country,  with  even  his  table,  his  animals, 
and  the  falaries  of  his  fervants,  v/ere  granted  in  ailign- 
ments  :  that  beiides  thefe,  if  they  were  refolved  again 
to  compel  him  to  give  up  the  eilates  of  his  parents  and 
relacions,  which  were  granted  them  for  their  mainte- 
nance, they  were  at  the  Company's  difpofal ;  faying, 
^'  If  the  Council  have  diredied  you  to  attach  them,  da 
^^  it :  in  the  country  no  farther  fources  remain.  I  have 
^^  no  means  ;  for  I  have  not  a  fubliftence, — How  long 
*'  Ihall  I  dwell  upon  my  misfortunes  ?" 

XIV, 

That  the  truth  of  the  faid  remonll:rances  was  not  dif- 
puted,  nor  the  lone  in  which  they  were  written  com- 
plained of,  the  fame  being  fubmiffive,  and  even  abjed:, 
though  the  caufe  (his  diftreffes)  w^as  by  the  faid  Haf- 
tings,  in  a  great  degree,  and  in  terms  the  moll  offenfive, 
attributed  to  the  Nabob  himfelf ;  but  110  relief  was 
given,  and  the  fame  unwarrantable  eilablifliments  were 
maintained,  and  the  fame  ruinous  expences  were  kept 

XV.  That 
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XV. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  having  confidered  as 
incendiaries  thofe  who  advifed  the  remonftrances  afore- 
fiid,  and  to  prevent  the  fame  in  future,  having  de- 
nounced vengeance  on  thofe  concerned  therein,  did, 
for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  in  his  own  power  all  repre- 
fentations  of  the  (late  of  the  court  and  country  afore- 
faid,  and  to  fubjed:  both  the  one  and  the  other  to  his 
own  arbitrary  will,  and  to  draw  to  himfelf  and  to  his 
creatures  the  management  of  the  Nabob's  revenues,  in 
defiance  of  the  orders  of  the  Court  of  Diredrors,  a  fe- 
cond  time  recall  Mr.  Briflow,  the  Company's  Refident, 
from  the  Court  of  Oude  ;  having  once  before  recalled 
him,  as  the  faid  Directors  exprefs  themfelves,  ^^  with- 
"  out  the  Ihadow  of  a  charge  being  exhibited  againit 
'^  him  ;"  and  having,  on  the  occafion  and  time  now 
ftated,  produced  no  fpecific  charge  againfl  the  faid 
Refident ; — and  he,  the  faid  Haftings,  did  appoint  Na- 
thaniel Middleton,  Efq.  to  fucceed  him,  it  being  his 
declared  principle,  that  he  mufl  have  a  perfon  of  his 
own  confidence  in  that  fituation. 

XVI. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  after  he  had  refufed 
all  relief  to  the  difireffes  of  the  Nabob,  in  the  manner 
aforefaid,  and  had  defcribed  thofe  who  advifed  the  re- 
prefentation  of  the  grievances  of  Oude  as  incendiaries, 
did  himfelf,  in  a  minute  of  the  21ft  of  May  1781,  de- 
fcribe  that  province  ^'  as  fallen  into  a  fiate  of  great  difor- 
'^  der  and  confufion,  and  its  refources  jn  an  extraordi- 
*'  nary  degree  diminifhed  ;"  and  did  ilate,  that  his  pre- 
fence  in  the  faid  province  was  requeiled  by  the  Nabob  ; 
and  that  unlefs  fome  effediual  meafures  were  taken  for 
his  relief,  he  [the  Nabob]  mull;  be  under  the  neceflity 
of  leaving  his  country,  and  coming  down  to  Calcutta, 
to  reprelent  the  fituation  of  his  government.  And  Mr. 
Wheler  did  declare,  that  the  Governor  General's  repre- 
fentation  of  the  fi:ate  of  that  province  "  was  but  too 
'^  well  founded  ;  and  was  convinced  that  it  would  re» 
/^  quire  iiis  utmofl  abilities  and  powers,  applied  and 

^^  exercifed 
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^"^  exercifed  on  the  fpot,  to  reilore  it  to  Its  former  good 

^'  order  and  affluence." 

XVII. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  m  confequcnce  of 
the  minute  aforefaid,  did  grant  to  himfelf,  and  did  pro- 
cure the  content  of  his  only  colleague,  Edward  Whe- 
ler,  Efq.  to  a  com.miffion  or  delegation,  with  powers 
*'  to  affift  the  Nabob  Vizier  in  forming  fuch  regula- 
^'  tions  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the  peace  and  good 
'^  order  of  his  government,  the  improvement  of  his 
^^  revenue,  and  the  adjuftment  of  the  mutual  concerns 
^^  fubfifting  between  him  and  the  Company." — And 
in  the  faid  commiflion  or  delegation,  he,  the  laid  War- 
ren Haftings,  did  caufe  to  be  inferted  certain  powers 
and  provifions,  of  a  new  and  dangerous  nature,  (that  is 
to  fay)  reciting  the  bulinefs  before  mentioned,  he  did 
convey  to  himfelf  "  fuch  authority  to  enforce  the  fame, 
as  the  Governor  Gsnei'rd  a^id  Council  migbi  or  could  exer- 
cife,  on  occajions  in  which  they  could  be  warranted  to 
exercije  the  fame ;  and  to  form  and  conclude  fuch  fc- 


veral  engagements  or  treaties  with  the  Nabob  Vizier, 


the  Government  of  Barar,  and  with  any  chiefs  or 
powers  of  Hindoilan,  as  he  fhould  judge  expedient 
or  neceflary.'*  Towards  the  conclufion  of  the  adt  or 
inllrument  aforefaid  are  the  words  following  ;  viz.  "  It 
"  is  hereby  declared,  that  all  fuch  adts,  and  all  fuch 
*^  engagements  or  treaties  aforefaid,  fhall  be  binding  on 
^'•'  the  Governor  General  and  Council  in  the  fame  man- 


ner, and  as  effe5lually^  as  if  they  had  been  done  and  pajfed 
by  thefpecific  and  immediate  concurrence  and  a^lualjunc 
tion  of  the  Governor  General  and  Council^  in  council  af- 
^^  fembkd.^'  And  the  faid  ^.owers  were,  by  the  faid 
Warren  Haftings,  given  by  himfelf  and  the  faid  Whe- 
ler,  under  the  feal  of  the  Company,  on  the  3d  July 
1781. 

XVIII. 

That  the  faid  commiffion,  delegating  to  him,  the 
laid  Warren  Haflings,  the  whole  functions  of  the  Coun- 
cil, is   (deflrudive  to  the  conflitution  thereof,  and  is 

M  m  contrary 
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contrary  to  the  Company's  flanding  orders_,  and  is  iU 
legal. 

XIX. 

That  in  virtue  of  thofe  powers,  and  the  illegal  de- 
legation aforefaid,  the  faid  Warren  Hafllngs,  after  he 
had  finiflied  his  bulinefs  at  Benares,  did  procure  a  meet- 
ing with  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  at  a  place  called  Chunar^ 
upon  the  confines  of  the  country  of  Benares,  and  did 
there  enter  into  a  treaty,  or  pretended  treaty,  with  the 
faid  Nabob  ;  one  part  of  which  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings  did  pretend  was  drawn  up  from  a  feries  of  requi-^ 
litions  prefented  to  him  by  the  Nabob,  but  which  re- 
quifitions,  or  any  copy  thereof,  or  of  any  other  mate- 
rial document  relative  thereto,  he  did  not  at  the  time 
tranfmit  to  the  Prefidency ;  the  faid  Warren  Haflings 
informing  Mr.  Wheler,  that  the  Refident,  Middleton^ 
had  taken  the  authentic  papers  relative  to  this  tranfac- 
lion  with  him  to  Lucknow  :  and  it  does  not  appear  that 
the  faid  W^arren  Haftings  did  ever  reclaim  the  faid  pa« 
pers,  in  order  to  record  them  at  the  Prefidency,  to  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  as  it  was  his 
duty  to  do. 

XX.. 

That  the  purport  of  certain  articles  of  the  faid  trea- 
ty, on  the  part  of  the  Company,  was,  that  in  coniidera- 
tion  of  the  Nabob's  inability  (which  inability  the  pie- 
amble  of  the  treaty  aflerts  to  have  been  ^'  repeatedly 
^^  and  urgently  reprefented,")  to  fupport  the  expences 
of  the  temporary  brigade,  and  of  three  regiments  of 
cavalry,  and  alfo  of  the  Britifh  officers,  with  their  bat- 
talions, and  of  ^/i7^r  gentlemen,  who  were  then  paid  by 
him,  the  feveral  corps  aforefaid,  and  the  other  gentle- 
men (with  the  exception  of  the  Refident's  office,  then 
€n  the  NahoVs  lift,  and  a  regiment  of  fepoys  for  the  Re- 
fident's  guard)  Ihould,  after  a  term  of  two  and  a  half 
months,  be  no  longer  at  his  [the  Nabob's]  charge. — 
*^  The  true  meaning  of  this  being,  that  no  more  troops 
*^  than  one  brigade,  and  the  pay  and  allowances  of  a 
^'  regiment  of  fepoys,"  (as  aforefaid  to  the  Refident) 
amounting  in  the  whole  to  342^,0001,  a  year,  fhould  be 

paid 
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paid  by  the  Nabob*  And  that  Jio  officers^  troops,  or 
oi/jersj  Jhould  be  put  upon  the  Nabobs  eftablijhmenty  ex-, 
clufive  of  thofe  in  the  laid  treaty  flipulated, 

XXL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftlngs  did  defend  and  juf- 
tify  the  faid  articles,  in  which  the  troops  afore  faid  were 
to  be  removed  from  the  Nabob's  eilablifhment,  by  de- 
claring as  follows  :  "  That  the  aBual  difburfements  to 
*^  thofe  troops  had  fallen  upon  our  own  funds,  and  that 
*^  we  fupport  a  body  of  troops,  efLabliilied/t?/(?/y  for  the 
*'  defence  of  the  Nabob's  poiTeflions,  at  our  own  ex- 
'^  perxe-.  It  is  true,  we  charge  the  Nabob  with  this 
*^  expence ;  but  ihe  large  balance  already  due  from 
*'  him  fhews  too  juilly  the  little  profpedt  there  was  of 
*^  difengaging  ourfelves/>w;^  a  burden  which  was  daily 
*'  adding  10  our  diflreiles,  and  mufl  foon  become  infup- 
'  portable,  although  it  were  granted  that  th^  Nabob's 
debt,  then  fuffercd  to  accumulate,  might  at  fome  fu-- 
ture  period  be  liquidated ;  and  that  this  meafure  would 
fubtiantially  effect  an  inflant  relief  to  the  pecuniary 
diflrelTes  of  the  Company." 


it 
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XXIL 

That  Nathaniel  Middleton,  the  Relident,  did  alfo 
declare,  that  he  would  at  all  times  teitify,  "  that  upon 
^^  the  plan  of  the  foregoing  years,  the  receipts  from 
the  Nabob  were  only  a  deception,  and  not  an  advan* 
tage,  but  an  injury  to  the  Company  ;"  and  ^^  that  a 
remiflion  to  the  Nabob,  of  this  injvfferable  burden^ 
'^  was  a  profit  to  the  Company."  And  the  faid  Haf- 
tings  did  alTert,  that  the  force  of  the  Company  was  not 
leiiened  by  withdrawing  the  temporary  troops;  al- 
though (whea  it  fuited  the  purpofe  of  the  faid  Haf- 
tings,  in  denying  jufl  relief  to  the  diftreffes  of  the  faid 
Nabob  of  Oude)  he  had  not  fcrupled  to  afTert  the  di- 
re6t  contrary  of  the  pofitions  by  him  maintained  in 
juftificatiCn  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  having,  in  his 
minute  aforefaid,  of  the  i_5th  of  December  1779,  af- 
ferted^  ^^  that  th^fe  troops''  [the  troops  maintained  by 

M  m  2  the 
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the  Nabob  of  Oude]  "  had  no  feparate  or  dijlin5l  e.-^* 

*^  ijlenc€^  and  may  be  properly  faid  to  confiit  of  our 

^^  whole  military   eftablifliment,   with    the   exceptioii 

*^  only  of  our  European  infantry  j  and  that  they  could 

**  not  be  wilhdrawrty  without  impqfing  on  the   Company 

*'  the  additional  burden  of  their  expencCy  or  difbanding 

*^  nine  battalions  of  difciplined  fepoys,  and  three  regi- 

^^  ments  of  horfe." 

XXIII. 

That  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  j unification 
of  his  agreement  to  withdraw  the  troops  aforefaid  from 
the  territories  and  pay  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  did  far- 
ther declare,  "  that  he  had  been  too  much  accuilomed 
*^  to  the  tales  of  hoilile  preparation,  and  impending  in- 
vafions,  againft  all  the  evidence  of  political  probabi- 
lity, to  regard  them  as  any  other  than  phantoms,  raifed 
fdr  the  purpbfe  of  perpetuating  or  multiplying  com^ 
^^  mands ;"  and  he  did  truil  ''  all  ideas  of  danger  from 
^^  the  neighbouring  powers  was  altogether  viiionary  ; 
*^  and  that,  even  if  they  had  been  better  founded,  this 
*'  mode  of  anticipating  poflible  evils  would  be  more 
^^  mifchievous  than  any  thing  they  had  reafon  to  ap- 
*'  prehend,"  and  that  the  internal  flate  of  the  Nabob's 
dominions  did  not  require  the  continuance  of  the  faid 
troops ;  and  that  the  Nabob,  '^  whoje  concern  it  was,  and 
*'  not  ours^^  did  affirm  the  fame,  notwithilanding  he 
the  faid  Haflings  had  before,  in  anfwer  to  the  humble 
fupplications  of  the  Nabob,  alferted,  that  "  it  was  our 
*'  parti  ^^d  not  his,  to  judge  and  determine  in  what 
**  manner,  and  at  what  time^  they  fhould  be  reduced  or 
5*  withdrawn/* 

XXIV. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Ha{lings>  in  fupport  of  his 
meafure  of  withdrawing  the  laid  brigade,  and  other 
troops,  clid  alfo  reprefent,  that  ''  the  remote  fl-ations  of 
*'  thofe  troops,  placing  the  commanding  officers  be- 
'•'  yond  the  notice  and  control  of  the  Board,  afforded 
**  too  much  opportunity  aiid  temptation  for  unwar- 

^'  rantable 
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''^  rantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  contagion  of 
*'  peculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the  whole  army;  and 
*'  as  an  inflance  thereof,  that  a  Court  Martial,  compofed 
of  officers  of  rank  and  refped:able  characters,  unani- 
mouily  and  honourably,  '  moil  honourably,"  ac- 
quitted an  officer  upon  an  acknowledged  fadt,  which 
in  times  of  ftridier  difcipline  would  have  been 
deemed  a  crime  defervingthe  fevereit  punillimeni/* 

XXV. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  having  in  the  letter 
aforefaid  contradicted  all  the  grounds  and  reafons  by 
him  affigned  for  keeping  up  the  aforefaid  eilablifhment, 
and  having  declared  his  own  conviction,  that  the  whole 
was  a  fallacy  and  impoiition,  and  a  detriment  to  the 
Company  inftead  of  a  benefit,  circumftances  (if  they  are 
true)  which  he  might  and  ought  to  have  well  known, 
was  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor,  in  car- 
rying on  the  impofture  and  delufion  aforefaid,  and  in 
continuing  an  infupportable  burden  and  grievance  upon 
the  Nabob  for  feveral  years,  without. attending  .to  his 
repeated  fupplications  to  be  relieved  therefrom,  to  the 
utter  ruin  of  his  country,  and  to  the  deftrudtion  of  the 
difcipline  of  the  Britiffi  troops,  by  diffufing  among  them 
a  general  fpirit  of  peculation ;  and  the  faid  Haflings 
hath  committed  a  grievous  offence  in  upholding  the 
fame  pernicious  fyfhem,  until  by  his  own  confeffion  and 
declaration,  in  his  minute  of  the  21ft  of  May  1781, 
*'  the  evils  had  grown  to  fo  great  an  height,  that  exer- 
tions will  be  required  more  powerful  than  can  be 
made  through  the  delegated  authority  of  the  fer- 
"  vants  of  the  Company  now  in  the  province;  and 
'^  that  he  was  far  from  fanguine  in  his  expediations, 
^^  that  even  his  own  endeavours  would  he  attended  with 
**^  much  fuccefu^* 

XXVI. 

That -at  the  time  of  making  the  faid  treaty,  and  at 
the  time  when,  under  colour  of  the  diftrefs  of  the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  and  die  failure  of  all  other  means  for 

his 
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Jiis  relief,  he  the  faid  HaHIngs  broke  the  Cbrhpany's 
faith  with   the  parents  of  the  Nabob,  and  firil  eneou^ 
raged,  and  afterwards  compelled  him  td  defpoil  them 
of  their  landed  eilates,  money,  jewels,  and  houfehold 
goods ;  and  while  the  faid  Nabob  continued  heavily  in 
debt  to  the  Company,  he  the  faid  Warren  Haflingsdid, 
^^  withont  hcfitat'ion^^  accept  of,  and  receive  from,    the 
Nabob  of  Oude,  and  his  miniilers,   (who  are   notori« 
oufly  known  to  be  not  only  under  his  influence,  but  un>- 
der  his  abfdlute  command)  a  bribe,  or  unlawful  gift  or 
prefent^  of  one  hundred  thbufand  pounds  Herling,  and 
upwards  :— That  even  if  the  faid  pretended  gift  could 
be  fuppofed  to  be  voluntary^  it  was  contrary  to  the  ex- 
prefs  proviiion  of  the  regulating  ad:  of  the  13th  year  oi 
His  Majefty's  reign,  prohibiting  the  receipt  of  all  pre-^ 
fents  upon  any  pretence  whatfoever,  arid  contrary  td  hi^ 
own  fenfe  %1  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  faid  ad:^ 
declared  upon  a  iimilar,  but  not  fo  ftrong  a  cafe  ;  that 
is,  where  the  fervice  done,  and  the  prefent  offered  in 
return  for  it,  had  taken  place  before  the  promulgation 
of  the  abdve  laws  in  India ;  on  that  occaiion  he  de- 
clared, '^  that  the  excluiion,  by  an  ad:  of  Parliament, 
*^  admitted  of  no  aha'temeni  or  evofion^  wherever  its   au- 
'^  thority  extended*" 

XXVIL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Flaftings,  confiding  in  an  Id- 
tereft  which  he  fuppofed  himfelf  to  have  formed  in  the 
Eaft-India  houfe,  did  endeavour  to  prevail  on  the 
Court  of  Dirediors  to  violate  the  faid  aftj  and  to  fuffer 
him  to  appropriate  the  money,  fo  illegally  accepted  by 
him,  to  his  own  profit,  as  a  re\vard  for  his  fervices* 

XXVIIL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  has  iince  declared  to 
the  Court  of  Dircdors,  that  when  fortune  threw  a  fum 
tn  his  way  (meaning  the  fum  of  money  above  men- 
tioned) of  a  magnitude  uhich  could  net  he  concealed^  hei 
ihofe  to  apprise  bis  employers  of  it  \  thereby  confeffing, 
that  but  tor  the  maj^nitude  of  the  fame  rendering:,  it  dif* 
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ficnlt  to  be  concealed,  he  never  would  have  difcovered 
it  to  them.  And  the  faid  unlawful  prefent  being  re* 
ceived  at  the  rime  when,  for  reafons  diredilv  contradic- 
tory  of  all  his  former  recorded  declarations,  he  did  agree 
to  remove  the  aforefaid  troops  from  the  Nabob's  do- 
minions, and  to  recall  the  penfloners  aforefaid,  it  muft 
be  prefumed,  that  he  did  not  agree  to  give  the  relief 
(which  he  had  before  fo  obftinately  refufed)  upon  the 
grounds  and  motives  of  juftice,  policy,  or  humanity, 
but  in  confideration  of  the  fum  of  money  aforefaid, 
which  in  a  time  of  fuch  extreme  diflrefs  in  the  Nabob's 
affairs  could  not  be  rationally  given,  except  for  thofe 
and  other  conceflions,  flipulated  for  in  the  faid  treaty, 
but  which  had  on  former  occalions  been  refufed. 

XXIX. 

That  notwithflanding  his  the  faid  Warren  Haftings's 
receipt  of  the  prefent  of  ioo,oool.  as  aforefaid,  he  did 
violate  every  one  of  the  fhipulations  of  the  faid  treaty  ^ 
and  pkrticulorly  he  did  continue  in  the  country,  and  in 
the  fervice  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  thofe  troops  which 
he  had  To  recently  flipulated  to  withdraw  from  his 
country,  and  to  lake  from  his  eftablilhment ;  for  upon 
the  24th  of  Decem.ber  following,  he  did  order  the  tem- 
porary brigade,  iiiaking  ten  battalions  of  500  men  each, 
to  be  again  put' on  the  Vizier's  lift;  although  he  had 
recently  informed  the  Court  of  Dired:ors,  throueh  Ed- 
Ward  Whel^r,  Efquire,  that  any  benefit  to  be  derived 
from  the  Nabob's  paying  that  brigade,  was  a  fallacy 
and  a  deception^  and  that  the  fame  was  a  charge  upon  the 
Company,  and  not  an  alleviation  of  its  d'flrefjes,  as  well 
as  an  irjupp  or  table  burden  to  the  Nabob.  Thus  havinp-, 
within  a  ibort  fpace  of  time,  twice  contradided  him- 
felf,  both  in  declaration  and  in  conduct. 

XXX. 

That  this  meafure,  in  dired:  violation  of  a  treaty  of 
not  three  months  duration,  was  fo  injudicious,  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  affiftant,  refident,  Johnfon,  ^^  nothing 
^f  lefs  than  blows  could  eifed  itc"  ■  He  the  faid  refidenn 

'        ■  ■    '      '       ■       "  '  "      farther 
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farther  adding,  ^^  that  the  Nabob  was  not  even  able  tQ 
pa}^  off  the  arrears  flill  due  to  it  [the  new  brigade]  ; 
and  that  the  troops  being  all  in  arrears,  and  no  polii- 
bility  of  prefent  payment,  fo  large  a  body  alftm- 
bled  here,  [viz.  at  Lucknow]  without  any  means  to 
check  and  control  them,  nothing  but  diforder  could 
follow.  As  one  proof  that  the  Nabob  is  as  badly  off 
for  funds  as  we  are,  I  may  inform  you^  that  his  ca- 
valry rofe  this  day  upon  him,  and  v/ent  all  armed  to 
^'  the  palace,  to  demand  from  thirteen  to  eighteen 
^'  months  arrears,  and  were  with  great  difhculty  per- 
*^  fuaded  to  retire,  which  was  probably  more  effedted 
*'  by  a  body  of  troops  getting  under  arms  to  go  againfl 
^^  them,  than  any  other  coniideration.""  But  the  letter 
of  Warren  Haflings,  Efquire,  of  the  24th  of  Decem- 
ber, giving  the  above  orders  for  the  infradlion  of  the 
treaty,  and  to  which  the  letter,  from  whence  the  fore- 
going extracts  are  taken,  is  an  anfvver,  doth  not  appear, 
any  otherwife  than  as  the  fame  is  recited  in  the  faid 
anfwer. 

XXXI. 

That,  notwith (landing  the  diforders  and  deficiencies 
in  the  revenue  aforefaid  had  continued  and  increafed, 
and  that  three  very  large  balances  had  accumulated,  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  did  caufe  the  treafury  accounts  at 
Calcutta  to  be  examined  and  fcrutinized,  and  an  account 
of  another  arrear,  compofed  of  various  articles,  pre- 
tended to  have  accumulated  during  feven  years  pre- 
vious to  the  year  1779,  (the  articles  compofing  which, 
if  they  had  been  juft,pught  to  have  been  charged  at  the 
times  they  feverally  became  due)  was  fent  to  the  reli- 
dent,  and  payment  thereof  demanded,  to  the  amount  of 
260,0001.  flerling  ;  which  unexpected  demand,  in  fo  dif- 
treffed  a  fituation,  did  not  a  little  embarrafs  the  Nabob. 
But  whilfl  he  and  his  miniflers  were  examining  into  the 
faid  unexpecfled  demand,  another,  and  fifth  balance, 
made  up  of  fimilar  forgotten  articles,  was  demanded^ 
to  the  amount  of  140,0001.  flerling  more  :  which  faid 
two  lafl  demands  did  fo  terrify  and  confound  the  Na.- 

'  *-  bob 
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bob  and  his  minifters,  that  they  declared  that  the  refi- 
dent  '*  might  at  once  take  th'e  country,  liiice  juflice' 
*'  was  out  of  the  queftion." 

XXXII. 

That  the  faid  Haftings,  in  order  to  add  to  the  confu- 
iion,  perplexity,  and  diftrefs  of  the  Nabob's  affairs,  did 
fend  to  his  Court  (in  which  he  had  already  a  reiidcnt  and 
afTiftant  refident)  two  {beret  agents,  Major  Palmer  and 
Major  Davy,  and  did  inftrudt  Major  Pahner  to  m.ake  a 
variety  of  new  claims,  one  of  a  loan  to  the  Company  of 
6oo,oool.  fterling,  although  he  well  knew  the  Nabob 
was  himfelf  heavily  in  arrear  to  the  Company,  and  was 
utterly  unable  to  difcharge  the  fame,  as  well  as  in  arrear 
to  his  own  troops  and  to  many  individuals,  and  that  he 
borrowed  (when  he  could  at  all  borrow)  at  an  intereft 
of  near  thirty  per  cent.  To  this  demand  was  added  a 
nev/  bribe  or  unlawful  prefent  to  himfelf,  to  the  amount 
of  ioo,cool.  fterling,  which  he  did  not  refufe  as  unlav/- 
ful,  and  of  evil  example,  but  as  indelicate  in  the  Na- 
bob's prefent  fituation  ;  and  did,  as  if  the  fame  was  his 
own  property,  prefume  to  difpofe  of  it,  and  to  delire 
the  transfer  of  it,  as  of  his  own  bounty,  to  the  Company 
his  mailers.  To  this  fecond  demand,  he  the  faid  Rail- 
ings added  a  third  demand,  of  i2o,oool.  ilcrling,  for 
four  additional  regiments  on  the  Nabob's  Hit,  after  he 
had  folemnly  engaged  to  take  off  the  ten  with  which  it 
had  been  burdened  ;  the  whole  of  the  claims,  through 
his  private  agent  aforefaid,  making  the  fum  of  820,000!. 
flerlini 
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XXXIIL 

That  the  demands,  claims,  he.  made  by  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings  upon  the  Government  of  Oude,  in 
that  year,  amounted  to  the  enormous  fum  of  2,530,000!. 
flerling,  which  (joined  to  the  arrears  to  troops,  and 
lome  internal  failures,  amounting  to  255,000!.  ilerling 
more)  the  whole  charge  arofe  to  2,785,000!.  fterling, 
which  was  coniiderably  more  than  double  the  net  pro- 
duce of  the  Nabob's  revenue,  the  fame  only  amounting 

N  n  to 
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to  i,450500oI».  ^^- nominal  revenue^,  lae^ej?  completely 
*^  realized." 

XXXIY.. 

That,  towards  providing  for  thefe  e^^traTagant  de- 
mands, he  the  faid  Warren  Hallings  did  di red:  and  au- 
thorize another  breach  of  the  public  faith^  given  in  th@ 
treaty  of  Chunar,  For  whereas,  by  the  fecond  article 
of  the  treaty  aforefaid,  it  was  left  to  the  Nabob's  dif- 
cretion,  whether  or  not  he  fhould  rsfume  the  landed 
eilates,  called  Jaghires,  within  his  dominions  ;  and  not- 
withftanding  the  faid  Hallings,  in  defence  of  the  faid' 
article,  did  declare,  that  the  Nibob  lliould  be  left  to 
the  exercife  of  his  own  authority  and  pleafure  refpedt- 
ing  them,  yet  he  the  faid  Hailings  did  authorize  a  vio- 
lent compulfion  to  be  ufed  towards  tMe  laid  Nabob,  for 
accomplifliing  an  univerfal  confifcation  ©f  that  fpeci^s 
of  landed  property  ;  and  in  fo  doing  ke  did  alfo  com- 
pel the  Nabob  to  break  his  faith  with  all  the  landhol- 
ders of  that  defcription^  not  only  in. violating  the  alTur- 
ance  of  his  own  original  grants,  but  his  alfuramce  re- 
cently given,  when  being  prelTed  by  the  Company,  he 
[the  Nabob]  had  made  a  temporary  feizure  of  the  pro- 
fits of  the  lands  aforefaid,  in  the  manner  of  a  eompuL- 
lory  loan ;  for  the  re-payment-  of  which  he  gave  his 
bonds  and  obligations  :  and  although  he  had  at  the 
fame  time  folemnly  pledged  his  faith  that  he  never 
V^ould  again  refort  to  the  like  oppreHive  meafure,  y^et 
he  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  did  caiife  him  to  be  com.- 
pelled  to  Confifcate  the  eftates  of  at  Icafi  Exty-feven 
of  the  principal  perfons  ^f  his  country,,  comprehending 
therein  his  own  nearefl  relations,  and  the  ancient  friends 
and  dependants  of  his  family  :  the  anrniUii;!  value  of  the 
faid  eitates  thus  confifcated,  amounting  to  435,000!. 
lleriing,  or  thereabouts,  upon  an  old  Taluatian,  but  Hated 
by  the  refident,  Middlcton,  as  being  found  te^^  yield  cpn- 
/iderably  morc» 

XXXV. 

That  the  violent  and  unjufl  meafure  aforefaid,  fub- 
Verftve  of  property,  utterly  deftruidtiYe  of  feveral  an^ 

cicnt 
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*cic-nt  and  confiderable  families,  and  mofl  difhonourable 
to  the  Britifh  Government,  ^did  produce  an  univerfai 
dilcontent,  and  the  greatelt  confufion  throughout  the 
*^diole  country.;  the  faid  conlifcated  lands  being  on  this 
occalion  ^put  to  rack  rents,  and  the  people  grievouHy 
^opprcired.  And  to  prevent  a  poffibility  of  redrefs,  at 
leall  for  a  confiderdble  time,  the. faid  confifcated  ellates 
were  mortgaged  (it  appearmg^Qtherwife  impradticable 
to  make  an  approach  towards  fatisfying  the  exorbitant 
de-mand5  of  die  faid  Haftings)  for  a  great  fum,  to  cer- 
tatn  ufurious  bankers  or  money  .dealers  at  sBenares. 

XXXVi 

That  -befides  thefe  enormous  deriiands,  ^which  were 
in  part  made  for  the  fuppcrt  of  rfeveral  corps  ot  troops 
ainder  Britiih. officers,  which,  by  the  treaty  -of  Chunar, 
ought  to  have  been  removed,  very  large  ^extra  charges, 
not  belongiiig  to  the  military  liilcf  the  faid  Nabob,  and 
feveral  .civil  charges  and  penlions  wore  :continued,  slvhI 
others  .newly  put  ion,  fince  the  treaty  of  -Chunar,; 
namely^  an  allowance  t^  Sir  Eyre  Cootc^f  15,5.54  ru- 
pees per  month,,  (being  upwards  of  iS^^^^U  iterling  a 
year,)  -and  an  aMowance  19  Trevor  Wheler,  Efquire^  of 
gooo  rupees  per  month.,  (Jor  6,oooL  Herling,  and  ^lap- 
\vards,,.a  year^)  and  the  wl>ole  of  the  Settled  charges, 
anot  of  .aimilitarynaturejto  Britifh  fubje^s,  did  amount 
to  little  lefs  than  :i4o,oooL  yearly  ^  and  if  other  allow- 
ances, not  included  in  the  eftimate,  were  added,  would 
gi'eatly  exceed  that  fum,  befides  mtich  more  which  may 
julily  be  liifpected  to  have  been  paid,  no  part  whereof 
had  at  thiit  tin^  been  brought  ,£Qrvv'a:rd  to  any  piiblic 
•a^pcount. 


That  tke  coracBa^der  ^f  one  of  thefe  corps,  of  whofe 
burden  the  faid  Nabob  did  complain,  was  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Alexander  Hannay,  who  did  farm  the  revenues 
of  certain  diftridts,  called  Baraitch  and  Gorachpore, 
which  the  faid  Haftings,  in  the  9th  article  of  his  in- 
^rudions  tp  Mr.  Briftow,  did  eftimate  at  23  lacks  of 

^  n  ^  rjpees. 
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rupees,  or  230,000!.  per  annum;  but  under  his,  the 
faid  Hannay's  management,  the  coUedtions  did  very 
greatly  decline;  complaints  were  made  that  the  coun- 
tries aforefaid  were  harraifed  and  oppreired,  and  the 
f  me  did  fall  into  confufion  ;  and  at  lait  the  inhabitants 
broke  out  into  a  general  rebellion, 

XXXVIII. 

That  the  far  greater  part  of  the  faid  heavy  lift  was 
authorized  or  ordered  by  him  the  faid  Warren  Haft- 
ings,  tor  the  purpofe  of  extending  his  own  corrupt  in- 
fluence. For  it  doth  appear,  that  at  the  time  when  he 
dia  pretend,  in  conformity  to  the  treaty  of  Chunar 
aforefaidj  to  remove  the  Company's  fervants,  '^  civil 
^^  and  military,  from  the  court  and  fervke  of  the 
^^  Vizier,*'  he  did  affert,  that  he  thereby  did  ''-  diminiib 
^^  his  own  infiuencey  as  well  as  that  of  bis  colleagues,  by 
*^  narrowing  the  line  of  patro^m^e  ;'*  which  proves,  that 
the  offices,  penfions,  and  other  emolum.ents  aforefaid, 
in  Oude,  were  of  his  patronage,  as  his  patronage  could 
not  be  dimiiiifhed  by  taking  away  the  faid  offices^  &c, 
unlefs  the  fame  had  been  fubilantially  of  his  gift ;  and 
he  did,  at  the  time  of  the  pretended  reformation  afore- 
faid, exprefs  both  his  knowledge  of  the  exiftence  of 
the  faid  exceffive  and  abuiive  eiiablifhmcnts,  and  his 
fenfe  of  his  duty  in  raking  them  away;  for  in  agreeing 
-to  the  article  in  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  for  abolifhing  the 
faid  eilabliihments,  he  did  declare  himfelf  "  ad:uated 
*^  folely  by,  m.otives  oi  jvjiice  to  the  Nabob,  and  a  re- 
*^  gard  to  the  honoun  of  our  national  character '^^  and, 
according  to  his  own.  reprefentation,  the  faid  fervants 
of  the  Company,  civil  and  military,  "  by  their  num^ 
^^  bers,  their  influence,  and  the  enormous  amount  of  their 
"  falaries,  penfions,  and  emoluments,  were  an  intoler- 
*'  able  burden  on  the  revenues  and  authority  of  the 
^^  Vizier;  and  expofed  us  to  the  envy  and  rejentment  of 
*«  the  whole  country ^  by  excluding  the  native  fervants 
«^  and  adherents  of  the  Vizier  from  the  rewards  of  their 
'^^  fervices  and  attachment..'^ 

That 
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That  the  revenue  of  the  country  being  anticipated, 
mortgaged,  and  dilapidated  by  the  counfel,  concur- 
rence, connivance,  and  influence,  and  often  by  the  direct 
order  of  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  the  whole  civil  go- 
vernment, magiilracy,  and  adriiiniflration  of  juflice, 
gradually  declined,  and  at  length  totally  ceafed,  through 
the  whole  of  the  vaft  provinces  which  compofe  the 
territory  of  Oude  ;  and  no  power  was  vilible  therein, 
but  that  of  the  farmers  of  the  revenue,  attended  by 
bodies  of  troops  to  enforce  the  coUediions ;  infomuch 
that  robberies,  aflafli nations,  and  adts  of  every  defcrip- 
tion  of  outrage  and  violence,  were  perpetrated  with 
impunity ;  and  even  in  the  capital  city  of  Lucknow, 
the  feat  of  the  fovereign  power,  there  was  no  court  of 
juflice  whatever  to  take  cognizance  of  fuch  offences. 

XL. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haitings,  when  he  did  interfere 
in  the 'government  of  Oude,  Was  obliged  by  his  duty 
to  interfere  for  the  good  purpofes  of  government,  and 
not  merely  for  the  purpofe  of  extorting  money  there- 
from, and  enriching  his  ov^n  dependants ;  which  latter 
purpofe  alone  he  did  effedf  in  the  manner  before  men- 
tioned, but  not  one  of  the  former.  For  the  faid  Haft- 
ings  having  procured  the  extraordinary  powers  given 
by  and  to  himfelf  by  his  delegation  of  the  3d  of  July 
178 1,  did  declare  the  fame  to  be  for  the  purpofe, 
among  many  others,  '^  of  affifling  the  Nabob  Vizier  in 
^^  forming  fuch  regulations  as  may  be  neceffary  for  the 
^*  peace  and  good  order  of  his  government,  and  the  im- 
*•  provement  of  his  revenue/'  And  in  confequence  of 
the  faid  powers  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did,  in  the 
treaty  of  Chunar,  obtain  an  article  from  the  Nabob,  by 
which  the  faid  Nabob  did  prom^ife  to  attend  to  his 
advice  in  the  reformation  of  his  civil  adminiflration;  and 
he  did  give  certain  inilrudlions  to  the  Refident,  Middle- 
ton,  to  which  he  did  require  him  to  yield  the  moft  im- 
plicit obedience  ;  and  did  in  one  article  thereof  dired: 
him  to  ujfge  tb^  Nabpb  to  endeavaur  gradually,  if  ir 

could 


^72,  ARTICLE    2 

.could  not  be  done  at  once.,  to  eflabl^ut  courts  of  adaw- 
let  fjuflice],  and  that  the  darogas  [chief  criminal  ma- 
giftrates],  moulabies  [confuking  or  afliftant  lawyers], 
and  other  officers,  fhould  be  feledted  by  the  minifters^ 
with  hi3,  the  refident's,  concurr-ence  :  and  afterwards,  in 
his  inftrudions  to  the  reident^  Briftow,  deiiring  him  to 
purfue  the  fame  objedt,  he  declared  bis  opinion,  "  that 
•^'  the  waat  of  fuoh  courts,  and  the  extrerne  licentiouf- 
nefs  occafioned  thereby,  is  one  of  the  mo;ft  difrepu- 
table  defedts  in  his  Highnefs  the  Nabob's  govern- 
*^  ment.  And  that  while  they  do  not  exift,  every  man 
•^^  knows  the  hazard  which  he  incurs  in  Jending  his 
^^  money/^  But  he  did  give  him,  the  faid  refident,  no 
pofitive  inftrudtion  concerning  the  fanie,  fuppofing  the 
£flabliihment  of  fuch  courts  a  matter  of  difEculty  ; 
and  did  therefore  leave  bini  a  latitude  i,a  his  proceed^ 
jngs  therein* 

That  the  faid  Reiident  Briftow  did,  however, -in  con- 
formity to  the  faid  inftrudtipns,  at  lafl  given  with  fupb 
latitude^  endeavour  to  prevail  on  tl>e  faid  minifler  gra- 
dually to  introduce  courts  of  juftice  for  the  cognizance 
pf  crimes,  by  beginning  tp^ftablifha  criminal  court  un- 
der a  native  Judge^  to  judge  according  to  the  Mahomcr 
dan  law  in  the  city  of  Lucknow.  But  Hyder  Beg 
JChan,  a  mini;fl:er  of  the  faid  Warren  Hailiiigs's  nomi- 
nation, and  folely  dependent  upon  him,  did  elude  and 
pbftruQ:,  and  in  the  end  totally  ^cfc^  the  eftablilh? 
jnent  of  the  fame. 


That  the  obftrudlion  aforefaid,  and  the  evil  CGnfe-? 
quence?  thereof,  were  duly  reprefented  to  the  fai4 
Haflings ;  and  though  the  faid  Haftings  had  made  it 
the  fourth  article  of  a  criminal  charge  againil  the  Refi* 
dent  Middleton,  ff  that  he  did  not  report  to  the  Go* 
"  vernor  General,  pr  to  the  Board,  the  progrefs  which 
^'  he  had  made  from  time  to  time  in  his  endeavours  to 
*^  comply  with  his  infl:ru(5}:ions  j  and  that,  if  he  met 

"  with 
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^^  with  any  impediments  in  the  execution  of  them,  he 
^'  had  omitted  to  Hate  thofe  impediments,  and  to  apply 
*'  for  frefh  orders  upon  them;."  yet  he  the  laid  Haft- 
in-^s-  did  give  no  manner  of  fupport  to-  the  Reiident 
Briflow  againft  the  faid  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  and  did  not 
even  anfwer  feveral  of  his  letters^,  the  faid  Brillow's  let- 
ters, Hating  the  faid  impediments,  or  take  any  notice  of 
his  remonftrances ;-  but  did  at  length  revoke  his  owo 
inib:ud:ions,  declaring  that  he,  the  faid  Reiident,  fliould 
not  prefume  to- act  upon  the  fame  ;  and  yet  did  not  fur- 
n.iili  him  with  anv  others  upon  which  he  might  adt,  but 
^id  uphold  the  faid  Hyder  Beg  Khan  in  the  obftruc- 
fion  by  him  given  to  the  performance  of  the  lirit  and 
fundamental  duty  of  all  government ;  namely,  the  ad- 
miniflration  of  jullice,  and  the  protediion  of  the  lives 
and  praperty  of  the  fubjed:  againil:  wrong  and  violence* 

XLIII. 

That  the  fai4  Haftlngs  did  afterwards  proceed  tcr 
the  length  of  criminating  the  Reiident  Briftow  afore- 
laid,  for  his  endeavours  to  ellablilh  the  faid  neceliary 
court,  as  an  invalion  of  the  rights  of  the  Nabob's- 
government ;  when,,  if  the  Nabob,  in  his  own  proper 
perfon  and  charadrer,  and  not  the  aforefaid  Hyder  Beg 
(who  was  a  creature  o^f  the  faid  Haftings)  had  oppof- 
ed  the  re-eftabliihment  of  juftice  in  the  faid  country, 
it  w^s  the  daty  of  the  faid  Haftings  ta  have  prelTed 
the  fame  upon  him  by  every  exertion  of  his  influence.. 
And  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  his  pretended  at- 
tention to  the  Nabob^s  authority,  when  exercifed  by 
his  the  faid  Haftings's  Mimller,,  to>  prevent  the  efta- 
biifnment  of  Courts  of  jullice  for  the  protedtion  of 
life  and  property,,  at  the  fame  time  that  he  did  not 
hclitate,^  in  the  cafe  of  the  confifeation  of  the  Jaghires^ 
and  the  proceedings  againft  the  mother  and  grand- 
mother of  the  Nabob,  totally  to  fuperfede  his  autho- 
rity, and  to  force  his  inclinations  in  ad:s  which  over- 
turned all  the  laws  of  property,-  and  offered  violence 
to  all  the  fentiments  of  natural  affedion  and  duty ;  and 
^ccufing  at  the  fame  tirRe  his  inftrumcnts  for  not  go- 
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ino-  to  the  utmoil  leng-ths  in  the  execution  of  his  faid 
orders,  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  mildemeanor, 

XLIV. 

That  the  faid  Haflings  did  highly  aggravate  his  of- 
fence, in  difcontinuing  and  difcouraging  the  re-efta- 
blifhment  of  magiftracy,  law,  and  order,  in  the  coun- 
try of  Oude,  inafmuch  as  he  did  in  the  eighth  article 
of  his  inftrudtions  to  the  Refident,  order  him  to  exer- 
cife  powers  which  ought  to  have  been  exercifed  by 
lawful  magillrates,  and  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  law. 
And  in  the  faid  article  he  did  (late  the  prevalence  of 
rebellion  in  the  faid  country  of  Oude,  as  if  rebellion 
could  exill:  in  a  country  in  which  there  was  no  magif- 
tracy,  and  no  protedlion  for  life  or  property,  and  in 
which  the  native  authority  had  no  force  whatever; 
and  in  which  he  himfelf  ftates  the  exercife  of  Britilli 
authority  to  be  an  abfolute  ufurpation  :  and  he  did 
accordingly  dired:  a  rigorous  profecution  againil  the 
offence  of  rebellion  under  fuch  circumilances,  but 
**  with  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry  ;*'  when  he  did  not 
permit  the  eflabliihment  of  thofe  courts  of  juftice  and 
magiftracy,  by  which  alone  rebellion  could  be  pre- 
vented, or  a  fair  and  impartial  inquiry  relative  to  the 
fame  could  be  had.  And  particularly  he  did  inllrud: 
the  faid  Refident  to  obtain  the  Nabob's  order  for  em- 
ploying fome  fure  means  for  apprehending  certain  ze- 
mindars, and  particularly  three,  in  the  inftrudiion 
named,  whom  he. the  faid  Haftings  did  caufe,  upon 
what  he  calls  good  information,  founded  upon  fome 
fadis,  to  which  he  afferts  he  has  the  teftimony  of  feve- 
ral  witnefTes,  *^  that  they  had  the  deftruclion  of  Colo- 
**  nel  Hannay,  and  the  officers  under  his  command, 
**  as  their  immediate  object,  and  ultimately  the  extir- 
"  pation  of  the  Engliili  influence  and  power  through- 
>^  out  all  the  Nabob's  dominions  y'  and  that  they  did 
flill  perfevere  in  their  rebellious  condud:  without  de- 
viation, "  though  the  Nabob's,,  and  not  our  Govern- 
*^  ment,  was  then  the  objed:  of  it."  And  he  did  di- 
red  the  faid  Refident,  that  if  it  fhould  appear,  "  on 

^^  a  fair 
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*'  a  fair  and  regular  inquiry^  that  their  conduct  towards 
*'  the  Nabob  had  been  fuch  as  it  had  been  reported 
^^  to  be,  to  infift  upon  the  Nabob's  punilhing  them 
^^  with  death  ;  and  to  treat  with  the  fame  rigour  every 
"  zemindaf,  and  every  fubjedt,  who  Ihall  be  the  leader 
*^  in  a  rebellion  againfl  his  authority/' 

XLV. 

That  the  crime  of  the  faid  Haftings,  ih  his  proce- 
dure aforefaid,  was  farther  highly  aggravated  by  his 
having  received  information  of  feveral  ftriking  circum- 
ftances,  which  ftrongly  indicated  the  necefiity  of  a  re- 
gular magillracy  and  a  legal  judicature,  from  the 
total  failure  of  juftice,  affediing  not  only  the  fubjedis 
at  large,  but  even  the  reigning  family  itfelf ;  as  alfo 
of  the  caufes  why  no  legal  magiflracy  could  exift,  and 
why  the  Princes  of  the  reigning  family  were  not  only 
expofed  to  the  attacks  of  affaffins,  but  even  to  a  want 
of  the  protedtion  which  might  be  had  from  their 
fervants  and  attendants^  who  were  driven  from  their 
matters  for  want  of  that  maintenance  which  the  Princes 
their  matters  could  not  procure  even  for  themfelves* 
And  the  circumttances  aforefaid  were  detailed  to  him 
the  faid  Hattii>gs  by  the  Refident  Brittow,  in  a  letter 
from  Lucknow,  dated  the  29th  January  1784,  to  the 
Governor  General  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  and  the 
Council  of  Bengal,  in  the  terms  following  : 

^^  The  frequent  robberies  and  murders  perpetrated 
'^  in  his  Excellency's  the  Vizier's  dominions  have  been 
^^  too  often  the  fubjedt  of  my  reprefentations  to  your 
"  honourable  Board.  From  the  total  want  of  police, 
hardly  a  day  elapfes  but  I  am  informed  of  fome 
tragical  event,  whereof  the  bare  recital  is  Ihocking 
to  humanity.  About  two  months  iince  an  attempt 
*^  was  made  to  aflaflinate  Rajah  Ticket  Roy,  the  ad:- 
*^  ing  Minitter's  confidential  agent ;  but  he  happily 
*^  efcaped  unhurt.  Nabob  Bahadre,  his  Highnefs's 
*^  brother^  has  not  been  (o  fortunate,  as  will  appear 
*^  from  tranttations  of  two  of  his  letters  to  me.  No.  I. 

O  o  "  which 
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*^  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclofe  for  your  infor- 
**  mation.     Although  my  feelings  are  feniibly  hurt, 
*'  and  my  compaffion  ftrongly  excited  by  the  difgrace- 
**  ful  and  mijerahle  ftate  of  poverty  to  which  his  ExceU 
*'  lencys  brothers  are  reduced^   yet,  lituated  as  I  am,  it 
*'  is   not  in  my  power  to  interfere  with  effed:.     My 
*^  efforts  on  a  former  occalion  failed  of  fuccefs,  and 
*^  my  interpofttion  now  would  only  excite  the  rejentment  of 
,*^  the  Minifier  towards  the  unhappy  fufferers^  in  comje^ 
*^  quence  of  their  application  to  me,  from  whom  alone, 
*^  however^  they  hope  for  relief  from  their  prefent  difirefs ; 
*^  which,  their  near  connection  with  the  Vizier  con- 
*^  iidered,  is  both  Ihameful  and  unprecedented.     That 
^^  no  regular  courts  of  juflice  have  been  eilablifhed  in 
*'  this  country  is  particularly  pointed  at  in  my  inftruc- 
*^  tions  as  the  mofl  difreputable  defedt  in  his  High- 
*^  nefs's    government ;  yet  the  Minifier  feems  deter- 
^'  mined  on  abolilhins;  even  the  Ihadow  of  fo  necef- 
*'  fary  an  inflitution.     The  office  of  Chief  Juftice,  as 
^f  held  by  Molovy  Morobine,  was  ever  nugatory ;  but 
'^  now  it  is  funk  into  the  lowelt  contempt.     The  ori- 
*^  ginal  eftablifhment,   inadequate  as  it  was,  is  moul- 
*^  dering  away,  and  the  officers  now  attached  to  it  are 
*^  literally  flarving,  as  no  part  of  their  allowance  has 
*'  been  paid  for  above  fix  months  paft.     He  himfelf 
*^  has  propofed  to  refign  his  appointment,  being  every 
*'  way  precluded  from  a  poffibility  of  exercinng  the 
*'  duties  of  it." 

XLVI. 

That  it  appears  by  the  faid  letter,  and  the  papers 
therewith  tranfmitted,  as  well  as  other  documents  in 
the  faid  correfpondence,  that  in  confequence  of  the 
diftrefs  brought  upon  the  Nabob's  Finances,  certain 
of  the  Princes  his  brethren,  the  children  of  Sujah  ul 
Dowlah,  the  late  Sovereign  of  the  country,  were  put 
upon  penfions  unfuitable  to  their  birth  and  rank,  and 
by  the  mifmanagenient  of  the  Minifier  aforefaid  (ap- 
pointed by  the  faid  Warren  Haflings)  for  two  years 
together  no  confiderable  part  of  the  faid  inadequate 
pen  Hon  was  paid  i  and  not  being  able  to  maintain  the 

attendants^ 
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attendants  necefTary  for  their  protedtion  in  a  city  in 
which  all  magidracy  and  juflice  was  abolifhed,  they 
were  not  only  liable  to  fulfer  the  greateft  extremities 
of  penury,  but  their  lives  were  expofed  to  the  at- 
tempts of  AlTafTins.  The  condition  of  one  of  the  faid 
Princes,  called  the  Nabob  Bahadur,  being  by  him- 
felf  ilrongly  expreffed  in  three  letters  to  the  faid  Re- 
fident  Briilow,  ^the  firft  dated  the  28th  of  December 
1783  ;  the  fecond,  the  7th  of  January  1784 ;  and  the 
third,  the  15th  of  January  1784;  which  letters  were 
duly  tranfmitted  in  the  difpatch  of  the  29th  of  the 
fame  month,  to  Warren  Hadings,  Efq.  and  are  as 
follow  : 

*^  Your  own  fervant  carried  you  the  account  of  what 
^^  he  himfelf  was  an  eye  witnefs  to,  after  the  affair  of 
laft  night.  Thefe  are  the  particulars  :  —  About 
midnight  my  aunt  received  twelve  wounds  from  a 
ruffian,  of  which  fhe  died.  I  alfo  received  fix  fuc- 
^'  ceflive  Habs,  which  alarmed  the  people  of  the  houfe, 
*^  who  fet  up  a  ihouting ;  whereupon  the  aflaflin  run 
off.  Befides  being  without  food^  or  the  means  of  fro  ^ 
viding  any,  this  misfortune  has  befallen  me.  /  am 
defirous  of  fending  the  coffin  to  your  door.  It  is  your 
duty,  both  for  the  fake  of  God  and  of  Chrift,  to 
^^  execute  juilice,  and  to  inquire  what  harm  I  have 
^^  done  to  the  murderer  fufficient  to  deferve  affaffina- 
*'  tion,  or  even  injury.  Tou  now  ft  and  in  the  place  of 
"  his  Excellency  the  Vizier,  I  requeft  you  will  do  me 
*^  juflice.     What  more  can  I  fay  ?  / 

P.  S.  '^  I  am  alfo  defirous  to  fliew  you  my  wounds." 

From  the  fame,  29th  January  1784. 

*^  You  have  been  duly  informed  of  all  the  circum- 
^^  fiances  relative  to  both  the  murder  of  the  innocent, 
*^  and  of  my  being  wounded,  as  well  by  my  former  let- 
ter, as  by  the  meffenger  whom  you  fent  to  inquire 
into  the  flate  of  my  health ;  and  I  have  every  rea- 
^f  fan  to  hope,   from  your  known  kindnefs,  that  you 

O  Q  z  ^'  will 
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*^  will  not  be  deficient  in  feeking  out  the  aflaflin,  I 
f^  am  at  this  moment  overwhelmed  in  misfortune,  Whilji 
*"*  the  blood  is  flowing  from  my  wounds^  neither  7,  nor  my 
^*  childreiiy  nor  my  fervants,  have  wherewithal  to  pro^ 
^'  cure  Juhjijlence  ',  nor  have  I  it  in  my  power  either  tQ 
purchafe  remedies,  or  to  reward  the  phyfician — 'tis 
for  the  fake  of  God  alone  that  he  attends  me.  Thus 
*^  loaded  with  calamity  upon  calamity,  I  am  unable 
to  fupport  life,  for  I  find  no  relief  from  any  afflic- 
tion either  day  or  night.  Do  you  now  fland  in  the 
'^  place  of  my  father ;  grant  me  frefh  life  by  fpeedy 
^^  adts  of  benevolence. 

"  For  thefe  two  lafl  years  his  Excellency  eflablifh- 
^^  ed  a  penfion  for  me  of  twenty  thoufand  rupees  ;j 
f^  but  I  never  received  the  full  amount  of  it,  either 
^^  lafl  year  or  the  year  before.  Should  it,  however, 
*•  be  paid  me,  though  inadequate  to  my  defires,  I 
f^  fhall  ftill  be  enabled  to  fupport  myfelf.  From  the 
*^  beginning  of  this  year  to  the  prefent  time  I  have 
not  received  a  farthing,  nor  do  I  exped:  any, 
though,  if  you  afford  protediion  to  the  opprefTed, 
all  my  wifhes  will  be  accomplifhed.  I  was  defirous 
of  waiting  on  you  with  my  family,  that  you  might 
be  an  eye  wrtnefs  to  their  condition ;  but  I  was  ad- 


fC 

f^  vifed   not  to  ftir   out  on   account  of  my   wounds. 
*'  What  more  can  I  fay  ?- 


The  following  extradls  are  made  from  the  third  letter 
from  the  fame  Prince,  dated  January  15,  1784: 

f^  The  particulars  of  the  late  and  unforefeen  mif- 
*^  fortune  with  which  I  have  been  overwhelmed,  are 
not  unknown  unto  you ;  that  the  innocent  blood  of 
^  rny  aunt,  the  prop  and  rukr  of  my  family^  was  fhed, 
'*  and,  in  the  fame  manner,  I  too  was  wounded.  Unr 
*^  til  now  I  feel  the  pain  and  afBicftion  of  my  wounds ; 
*^  ^nd  no  perfon  has  regarded  my  folicitations  for  redrefsy 
*'  P^Z%  ^fW  ^^^  ^MM'i^i  and  brought  him  to  condign  pu- 
*'  niflment,  your/elf  excepted''  —  <«  In  like  manner,  a5 
^  the  honourable  Governor  General  has  adopted  my 

^}  brother. 
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«^  brother,  Saadut  Ally  Cawn,  for  his  fon,  and  re- 
*^  lieved  him  from  the  vexation,  afflidiion,  and  depen- 
'^  dence  of  this  place,  would  it  be  extraordinary  that 
*^  you  alfo  fhould,  in  your  bounty  and  favour,  confent 
*<  to  adopt  me,  who  do  not  poiTefs  the  neceffaries  of 
'^  life,  and  permit  me  to  attend  you  to  whatever  part 
*«  of  the  world  you  may  travel,  whereby  I  fhall  at  all 
"  times  derive  honour  and  advantage  ?  Formerly  us 
<^  three  brothers,  Saadut  Ally,  Myrza  Jungly,  and  I, 
"  the  poor  and  opprelTed,  were,  in  the  prefence  of  our 
<«  bleffed  father,  whofe  foul  rells  in  heaven,  treated 
«^  alike.  Now  the  miniilers  of  this  Government  put 
*'  me  upon  a  footing  with  our  younger  brothers,  who 
*^  have  lately  left  the  Zennana,  and  v^hofe  expences  are 
"  fmall.  On  this  fcale,  which  is  in  every  refpect  in- 
"  fufficient  for  my  maintenance,  they  pay  the  pitiful  al- 
«*  lowance  only  when  it  is  their  pie ajure  to  do  it.  My 
"  fituation  has  for  years  paft  been  increafing  in  wretch - 
**  cdnefs,  to  a  degree  that  I  am  in  woMt  of  daily  breads 
^'  and  my  fervants  and  animals  are  dying  of  hunger, 
*'  My  diftrejfes  are  fo  great,  that  1  have  not  been  able  to 
**  pay  a  daum  to  thefurgeons  for  the  cure  of  my  wounds  ; 
"  and  they  too  are  difcouraged  from  af or  ding  me  their  af- 
*^  ftftance,  or  furnifhing  me  with  medicines.  How  then 
♦^  is  it  poffible  for  me  to  exift  ?  Confidering  you  as  my 
*«  patron,  participating  in  my  afflidiions,  I  have  repre- 
<^  fented  the  circumitances  concerning  my  fituation  ; 
<^  and  I  hope,  from  your  friendfhip,  that  you  will  ho- 
^'  nour  me  with  a  favourable  anfwer.-' 

XLVIL 

The  Refident  Briftow  did  alfo  receive  a  flrong  appli- 
cation from  three  others  of  the  brethren  of  the  reign- 
ing fovereign^  called  Mirza  Hyder  Ali,  Mirza  Ennayut 
Ali,  and  Mirka  Syef  Ali,  reprefenting  their  very  piti- 
able cafe,  in  a  letter  of  the  9th  of  March  1783,  in 
which,  among  other  particulars^  are  contained  the  fol- 
lowing ; 

^'  Our 
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'^  Our  fituation  is  not  fit  to  be  reprefented.  For  two 
years  we  have  not  received  a  huhha  on  account  of  our 
tuncaw,  [alignment  on  the  revenue]  though  the  Mi- 
nifters  have  annually  charged  a  lack  of  rupees,  and 
never  paid  us  any  thing.  After  all,  we ,  are  the  fons 
of  Sujah  ul  Dowlah !  It  is  furprifing,  having  fuch  a 
triend  as  you,  our  fituation  is  arrived  at  that  pafs, 
that  we  ihould  be  in  diflrefs  for  dry  bread  and  clothes. 
Whereas  you  have  done  many  generous  atfts,  be 
pleafed  fo  to  ihew  us  your  favour,  that,  by  fome 
means,  we  may  receive  our  allowances  from  the 
Company's  Treafury,  and  not  be  obliged  to  depend 
Xipon  and  folicit  others  for  it/' 

XLVIII. 

That  one  of  the  princes  aforefaid,  called  the  Mirza 
Jungly,  about  the  beginning  of  the  year  17S3,  was 
obliged  to  fly  from  fie  dominions  of  the  Nabob  of 
Oude,  and  to  leave  I  s  country  and  connediions  j  and, 
as  the  F^efident  Brifluvv,-- writing  from  Lucknow,  hath 
obferved,  ^'  he  went  to  try  his  fortune  at  other  Courts, 
^'  in  preference  to  Itarving  at  home,  which  might 
^^  have  been  his  fate,  by  all  accounts,  at  this  place." 
And  the  faid  Prince  fought  for  fuccour  at  the  Court  of 
one  of  the  neighbouring  Mahomedan  Princes ;  but, 
conceiving  fome  difgufl  at  the  treatment  he  met  with 
there,  he  departed  from  thence,  and,  on  the  8th  of 
February  1783,  arrived  at  the  Mahratta  camp,  while 
David  Anderfon,  Efq.  was  there  in  the  character  of 
Minifter  Plenipotentiary  to  the  Company,  Ayith  a  view, 
if  his  reception  there  fhould  not  prove  anfwerable  to 
his  wilbes,  to  pals  on  to  the  fputhward.  And  the  faid 
Anderfon,  probably  confidering  this  evei.it  as  of  very 
great  importance  to  the  honour  of  the  Britilb  Govern- 
ment, as  well  as  to  its  interelt,  on  the  one  hand,  by  ex- 
hibiting the  fon  and.  brother  of  a  fovereign  Prince, 
from  whom  the  Company  had  received  many  millions 
of  money,  a  fugitive  from  his  country,  and  a  wan^^ 
derer  for  bread  through  the  Courts  of  India  ;  and,  oh 
the  other,  the  confequences  which  might  arife  from 

ihg 
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the  Mahrattas  having  in  their  polTeffion,  and  under  their 
influence,  a  fon  of  the  late  Nabob  of  Oude,  did,  with- 
out delay,  advife  Warren  Haflings,  Efq.  of  the  event 
aforefaid ;  and  he  did  alfo  write  to  Mr.  Briflow,  the 
Refident  at  the  Court  of  the  Nabob  Vizier,  feveral  let- 
ters of  the  9th  and  20th  of  February,  and  of  the  6th 
of  March,  and  6th  of  April  1783,  in  order  that  fome 
Iteps  lliould  be  taken  for  his  return,  and  eftablifnmenC 
in  his  own  country.  And  the  laid  Anderfon  did  in- 
form the  Relident  Briilow,  in  his  letter  aforefaid,  that, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  fugitive  Prince,  brother  of  the 
reigning  fovereign  of  Oude,  at  the  Mahratta  cannp,  he 
did  caufe  bis  tent  to  be  pitched  clofe  to  that  of  Mr, 
Anderfon ;  but  finding  this  not  agreeable  to  the  Mah- 
ratta General,  Scindia,  he  afterwards  removed  :  and 
that  he  fliewed  a  ftrong  attachment  to  the  Engliih,  and 
was  inclined  to  throw  himfelf  upon  their  generofity  ; 
that  he  was  defirous  of  going  to  Calcutta,  and  declared, 
that  if  he,  the  faid  Anderfon^  ''  would  give  him  the 
'*  fmalleft  encouragement,  he  would  quit  all  his  fo!» 
*^  lowers,  and  come  alone,  and  would  take  up  his  re- 
^'  lidence  under  his  proted:ion."  And  the  faid  Ander- 
fon did  declare,  that  he  thought  it  "  v^ould  be  policy, 
**  and  much  to  the  credit  of  our  Government,  that 
"  fome  provifion  Ihould  be  made  for  Mirza  Jungly  in 
'^  our  territories.'* 

XLIX.  I 

'  That  the  faid  Briftow  did  reprefent  the  aforefaid  cir- 
cumflances  to  Hyder  Beg  Cawn,  Minifler  to  the  Nabob 
of  Oude,  declaring  it  his  opinion,  "  that  his  High- 
^^  nefs*s  brothers  thus  taking  refuge  with  a  foreign 
*^  Prince  is  a  reflection  upon  the  Vizier ;  and  it  would 
^^  be  advifeable  that  an  allowance  fnould  be  granted 
^^  to  him,  upon  the  footing  of  his  brothers,  that  he 
*^*  might  remain  in  the  prefence."  But  the  Nabob  was 
induced  to  refufe  to  his  brother  any  offer  of  any  allow- 
ance beyond  the  200I.  per  month  allowed,  but  not  paid, 
to  his  other  brothers ;  and  which  the  faid  Prince  did 
obferve  to  Mr.  Anderfon,  "  that  it  was  not  only  inade- 
*^  quate  to  his  expences^,  but  infinitely  lefs  (as  the  truth 

"  was") 
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<*  was)  than  what  his  Excellency  has  fettled  on  many 
**^  perfons  of  inferior  rank,  who  have  not  fo  good  a 
'^  claim  to  his  fupport;  and  that  it  would  not  be  faffi- 
*^  cient  to  enable  him  to  live  at  Lucknow,  where  all 
*'  his  friends  and  relations  were,  and  fo  many  of  his 
*^  inferiors  lived  in  a  Hate  of  affluence/'  In  cafe, 
therefore,  it  could  not  be  increafed,  he  requefted  leave 
to  live  in  the  Company's  provinces,  or  at  Calcutta ; 
for  that,  in  any  of  thefe  lituations,  ^^  he  could  with 
*^  lefs  difficulty  regulate  his  expences."  And  he  did 
declare,  that  if  his  requeil  was  granted  to  him,  he 
xvould 'immediately  quit  all  his  profpedls  with  Scindia, 
To  thefe  proportions  he  received  a  very  difcouraging 
anfwer  from  his  brother's  Minifler,  containing  a  pofi- 
tive  and  final  refufal  of  any  increafe  of  allowance,  ob- 
taining only  the  Nabob's  permifiion  to  retire  into  the 
Company's  provinces  :  but  Mr.  Anderfon  did  not  think 
himfelf  authorifed  to  take  any  ileps  for  the  Prince's  re- 
treat into  the  faid  province,  without  Scindia's  concur- 
rence, who,  he  obferved,  would  ufe  every  art  to  de- 
tain him  ;  and  accordingly  did  offer  him  the  command 
of  a  battalion  of  infantry,  to  be  paid  diredtly  from  his 
own  Treafury,  and  6oooh  flerling  a  year  for  keeping 
up  a  corps  of  horfe,  and  to  fettle  upon  him  a  landed 
eilate  of  4000I.  a  year  as  a  provifion  for  his  wife  and 
children ;  which  honourable  offers,  it  appears,  he  did 
accept,  and  did  and  doth  remain  in  the  Mahratta 
fervice. 

L. 

That,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this  tranfad:ion, 
the  faid  Warren  Hafiings  was  duly  advifed  thereof, 
firil  by  a  very  early  letter  from  the  faid  Anderfon,  and 
afterwards  by  the  Refident  Briflow,  who,  on  the  23d 
of  April  1783,  tranfmitted  to  him  his  whole  corre- 
fpondence  with  Mr.  Anderfon  ;  but  what  anfwer  or  in- 
flrudlions  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  give  to  Mr. 
Anderfon  does  not  appear,  he  not  having  recorded  any 
thing  upon  that  fubject :  but  it  appears,  that,  to  the 
Refident  Briflow,  who  required  to  be  informed  whe- 
ther the  reception  of  the  fugitive  Prince  aforelaid  in 

the 
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the  Company's  provinces  would  meet  his  approbation, 
he  gave  no  anfwer  whatfoever ;  by  which  criminal  neg- 
.ledt,  or  worfe,  with  regard  to  a  brother  of  an  ally  of 
the  Company,  who  Ihewed  a  ftrong  attachment  and 
preference  to  the  Englifh  nation,  and  by  fuflfering  him, 
without  any  known  effort  to  prevent  it,  to  attach  him- 
felf  to  the  caufe  and  fortunes  of  the  Mahrattas,  who 
he,  the  faid  Hailings,  well  knew  did  keep  up  claims 
upon  feveral  parts  of  the  dominions  of  Oude,  and  had 
with  dilficulty  been  perfuaded  to  include  the  Nabob  in 
the  treaty  of  peace,  and  fuffered  him  firil  to  langullll 
at  home  in  poverty,  and  then  to  fly  abroad  for  fubiif-' 
tence,  and  afterwards  took  no  ftep,  and  countenanced 
no  negotiations  for  his  return  from  his  dangerous  place 
of  refuge,  at  the  fame  time  that  feveral  of  his  the  faid 
Haftings's  creatures  had  each  of  them  allowances  much 
more  confiderable  than  would  have  fufficed  for  the  fa- 
tisfadiion  and  comfort  of  him  the  faid  fugitive  PrincCj^ 
was  guilty  of  a  high  crime  and  mifdemearion 

LL 

That  the  indigent  condition  before  telated  of  the 
other  brothers  of  the  Nabob,  was  alio  duly  tranfmitted 
to  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  ;  but  he  did  never  order  or 
dired:  any  fteps  whatfoever  to  be  taken  towards  the  re- 
lief of  the  family  of  a  reigning  Prince,  who  were 
daily  in  danger  of  periihing  by  famine,  through  the 
effed:  of  his  meafures,  and  thofe  of  a  perfon  whom  he 
fupported  in  power^  againft  the  will  and  inclination  of 
the  faid  Prince  and  his  family. 

LII. 

That  the  foregoing  inflances  of  the  |)enury,  diftrefs, 
diTperfion,  and  exile  of  the  reigning  family,  as  well 
as  the  general  diforder  in  all  the  affairs  of  Oude,  diet 
llrongly  enforce  the  neceffity  of  a  proper  ufe  of  the 
Britifh  influence  (the  only  real  Government  then  exift^ 
ing)  in  the  province  aforefaid,  for  a  regulation  of  the 
oeconomy  of  the  Vizier's  Court,  as  well  as  (ot  the  pro- 
per adminiitration  of  the  public  con'cerns,  civil  and 

P  p  military,^ 
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military,  which  were  in  the  greateft  diforder ;  and  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings  was  under  obligation  to  provide 
for  the  fame,  and  did  himfelf  underiland  it  to  be  hk 
duty  fo  to  do ;  and  that  he  was  therein  warranted  by 
the  fpirit  of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  as  well  as  by  other 
univerfal  powers  of  control,  and  even  of  fupeiceflion, 
fuppofed  by  him  to  exift  in  the  relation  between  the 
Britilh  Government  and  that  of  Oude;  and  accord- 
ingly he  did,  in  his  inflruftions  to  the  Refident  Mid- 
dleton,  to  which  he  required  his  mofl  implicit  obe- 
dience^ direft  him  to  an  interference  in  and  control 
upon  all  the  affairs  concerning  the  revenues,  the  mili- 
tary arrangements,  and  all  the  other  branches  of  the 
Nabob's  Governments 

LIIL 

That,  upon  his  recal  of  the  faid  Middleton,  he,  iii 
liis  inflrud:ions  to  the  Refident  Briftow,  dated  the  23d. 
of  Oflober  1781,  did,  at  large,  fet  forth  the  fituation 
of  the  Court  and  Government  of  Oude,  the  fituation 
and  character  of  the  Nabob,  of  the  adting  Miniiler, 
and  of  the  Britifh  Refident  at  that  Court ;  and  did 
plainly,  diftind:ly,  and  without  refe^ve,  defcribe  the 
extent  of  the  authority  to  be  exercifed  by  the  lait  of 
thefe  perfons,  as  well  as  the  unqualified  compliance  to 
be  expefted  from  the  two  former.  And  he  did  accord- 
ingly declare,  that  '^  from  the  nature  of  our  connexion 
*^  with  the  Government  of  Oude,  and  from  the  Nabob's 
*'  incapacity,^  neceffity  will  for  e%^er  exifl,  while  we 
*'  have  the  claim  of  a  fubfidy  upon  the  refources  of 
*^  his  country,  of  exercifing  an  influence,  and  fre- 
"  quently  fubilituting  it  ENTIRELTy  in  the  place  of 
"  an  avowed  and  conftitutional  authority  in  the  adminiflra- 
"  tion  of  his  {the  Nabob's']  Government ;"  and  he  did 
farther,  in  the  faid  inflrudlions,  namely,  in  infi:ru6:ion 
the  fourth,  dire<ft  the  faid  Refident  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing :  — "  I  muft  have  recourfe  to  you  for  the  intro- 
*^  dudion  of  a  new  fyflem  in  that  Government;  nor 
**  can  I  omit,  whilft  I  exprefs  my  reliance  on  you  for 
*^  that  purpofe,  to  repeat  the  fentiments  which  I  ex- 
*^  preffed  in  the  verbal  inftrudions  which  I  gave  you 

*'  at 
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**  at  your  departure,  that  tber£  can  he  no  medium  in  the 
^^  relation  between  the  Refident  and  the  Minifter^  hut  ei- 
*'  ther  the  Refident  mufthe  ihe  Jlave  and  vajfal  i)f  the  Mi- 
**  nijler^  or  the  D/Hnifter  at  the  ab/olute  di/pofal  of  the  Re ^ 
**  fdenty  And  he  the  faid  Haftings  did  ftate,  in  the 
fame  article  of  the  inftrudiions  aforefaid,  that  though 
the  condud:  of  the  laid  Hyder  Beg  Khan  had  been 
highly  reprehenfible,  and  that  he  was  much  difpleafed 
thereat,  he  would  prefer  him  to  any  orher,  on  account 
-of  his  ability  and  knowledge  of  buiinefs,  with  che  fol- 
lowing provifo  I  '^  If  he  woyld  fubmit  to  hold  his  of- 
**  fice  on  fuch  conditions  as  I  require.  He  exifts  by 
*^  his  depcBdence  on  the  infliience  of  our  Governments 
*"^  It  mufl:  be  advifeable  to  try  him  by  the  mode  of  con- 
*^  ciliation;  at  the  fame  lime^  that,  in  your \;^«^/^o«- 
^^  verfation  with  him^  it  will  be  neceffary  to  declare  to 
^^  him,  m  t\\Q plaineft  terms,  the  footing  and  condition 
*^  on  which  he  ihall  be  permitted  to  retain  his  place; 
^^  with  the  alternative  of  a  difr^iffion,  and  a  fcrutiny 
*^  into  his  condudt,  if  he  refufes  it.  In  the  iri:  place^ 
*'  I  will  not  receive  from  the  Nabob,  as  his,  letters 
^^^  di<3:ated  by  thcfpirit  of  oppojition;  but  fhall  confider 
^^  every  fiK:h  attempt  as  sn  infult  on  our  Government* 
*^  In  the  fecond  place^  I  ihall  expedt  that  nothing  is 
**  done  in  his  official  charadier  but  with  your  know- 
ledge and  participation* '^ 


•u 


That  tli-e  faid  Haflings  having  defccibed,  in  tlie  man- 
?ier  aforefaid,  the  relative  lituation  of  the  Refident  and 
the  Miniiler,  he  did  ftate  alfo  the  relative  lituation  of 
the  faid  Minifler  and  his  maimer  the  Nabob,  declaring, 
that  the  Minifter  did  hold  without  control  the  unpar- 
ticipated  aad  entire  adminiilration,  with  all  the 
powers  annexed  to  that  government ;  the  Nabob 
being,  as  he  ever  mufi  be  in  the  hands  of  fome  perfon,  & 
mere  cypher  in  hi s^^  [the  Minifter's.")  And  having 
thus  flated  the  fubordination  of  the  Miniiler  to'  the 
Kelident,  and  the  fubordination  of  the  Nabob  to  th^ 
Miniiter^    be  did  naturally  declare,    "  that  the   firft 

P  p  2<  ^*  ibare 
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*'  Ihare  of  the  refponlibility  would 'reft  upon  the  faic} 
^^  Refident."  And  he  did  farther  declare,  "  that  the 
*^  other  conditions  did  follow  diftindtly  in  their  places, 
**  becaufe  he  did  conjider  the  Rejident  as  refponjibk  for 
V  them:' 

LY. 

That  for  the  direfljon  of  the  Refident  in  the  exer- 
cife  of  fo  critical  a  truft,  wherein  all  the  true  and  fub- 
llantial  powers  of  Government  were  in  an  inverted  re- 
lation and  proportion  to  the  official  and  ofteniible  au- 
thorities, and  which  the  faid  Haftings  did  fqppofe  the 
neceffity  conftantly  exifting  for  exercifing  an  influence^ 
and  frequently  for  fubftituting  entirely  the  Britiih  au- 
thority ^^  in  the  place  of  the  avowed  and  conftitutional 
*^  government/'  he,  the  faid  Haftings,  did  properly 
leave  to  the  Refident  a  difcretionary  power  for  his  de- 
viation from  any  part  of  his  inftrudiions ;  interpofing 
a  caution  for  his  fecurity  and  direction,  that  as  much 
as  he  could,  he  would  leave  the  fubjed:  free  fpr  his 
(the  faid  Haftings's)  correction  of  it ;  and  would  in- 
liantly  inform  him,  or  the  Board,  according  to  the 
degree  of  its  importance,  with  his  reafons  for  it. 

LVI. 

That  befides  the  inftitution  of  the  Courts  of  Juftice, 
as  before  recited,  four  other  principal  objedtions  in 
the  reforniation  of  the  affairs  of  Oude,  were  expreflly 
recommended  to  the  Refidents  Middleton  and  Briftow, 
and  muft  be  underftood  tp  be  the  conditions  upon 
which  the  faid  Haftings  muft  haye  meant  to  have  it 
underftpod,  that;  the  afting  Minifter  of  Oude  was  to 
hold  his  employment;  namely,  the  lirnitatioi,!  of  the 
Nabob'g  perfonal  expences ;  the  redud:ion  of  the  Na- 
bob's troops  in  number,  and  the  change  in  arrange- 
ment; the  appointment  of  proper  colie(3:ors  for  the 
revenues ;  and  the  appointment  of  proper  officers  foi: 
all  parts  of  the  executive  adminiftration, 
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LVII. 

That  the  firft  objeft,  namely,  that  of  the  limita- 
tion of  the  Nabob's  perfonal  expences,  and  feparating 
them  from  the  public  eftablifhments,  he,  the  faid 
Haftings,  did  flate  as  the  firfc  and  fundamental  part 
of  his  regulation,  and  that  upon  which  all  the  others 
would  depend;  and  did  declare,  "  that  it)  order  to 
*V  prevent  the  Vizier's  alliance  from  being  a  clog  in- 
^*  flead  of  an  aid  to  the  Compan}^,  that  ibe  mo  ft  eQ'ential 
*^  part  is  to  limit  and  feparate  his  perfonal  difburfe- 
♦^  ments  from  the  public  accounts :  they  muft  not  ex- 
*^  ceed  what  he  has  received  in  any  of  the  laft  three 
^^  years."  And  as  to  the  public  treafury  and  diiburfe- 
ments,  he  the  faid  Haflings,  did,  in  the  faid  inftruc- 
tions,  wholly  withdraw  them  from  the  perfonal  ma- 
nagement or  interference  of  the  Nabob ;  and  did  ex- 
preflly  order  and  dired:,  "  that  they  fhould  be  under 
*^  the  fole  management  of  the  Minifters,  with  the  Re- 
'*  fident's  concurrence."  And  on  the  appointment  of 
the  Relident  Briftow,  in  06:ober  1782,  he,  the  faid 
Haflings,  did  order  and  diredi-him  in  every  point  of 
the  inftrucftions  to  Middleton,  not  revoked  or  qua- 
lified by  his  then  inftrudtions,  his  (the  faid  Refi» 
dent  Brillow's)  "  moft  attentive  and  literal  obedi. 
*^  ence." 

LVIII. 

That  the  faid  Refident  Briftow  did,  in  confequence 
of  the  renewal  to  him  of  the  faid  inftrudiions  as  afore^ 
faid,  endeavour  to  limit  and  put  in  order  the  Nabob's 
expences ;  but  he  was  in  that  particular  traverfed  and 
counteracted,  and  in  the  end  wholly  defeated,  by  the 
Miniiter,  Hydcr  Beg  Khan.  And  though  the  obltruc- 
tions  aforefaid,  agreeably  to  the  initruStions  given  to 
Middleton,  and  to  him  the  faid  Briftow,  were  repre- 
fented  to  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  by  the  Relident 
aforefaid,  yet  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  did  give  no 
kind  of  fupport  to  the  faid  Refident,  or  take  any  fteps 
towards  enabling  him^  the  faid  Refident^  to  effed:uate 

the 
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the  faid  neceflary  limitation  and  diflribution  of  cx- 
pcnces,  by  himfelf  the  fald  Haftings  ordered  and  pre- 
icribed  ;  nor,  if  he  difapproved  the  proceedings  of 
the  faid  Refident,  did  he  give  him  any  inftrud:ion  for 
the  forbearance  of  the  fame,  or  for  the  exerting  his  duty 
in  any  other  m.ode ;  nor  did  he  call  for  any  illuftration 
from  him  of  any  thing  doubtful  in  his  correfpondence, 
nor  ftate  to  him  any  complaint  made  privately  of 
his  condud:,  in  order  to  receive  thereon  an  explana- 
tion; but  he  did  leave  him  to  purfue,  at  his  difcretion, 
the  exteniive  powers  before  defcribed,  to  effedt  the 
reformation  which  he  was  dired:ed  to  accompliib,  un- 
der the  refponfibility  denounced  to  him  as  aforefaid, 
if  he  fhould  fail  therein,  as  he  was  fuppofed  to  be 
fubflantially  invefled  with  all  the  powers  of  Govern- 
ment. '         ,      . 

LIX. 

That  mflead  of  the  faid  fuppoft  or  inllru<51:ion,  he, 
the  faid  Haftings,  did  countenance,  or  more  probably 
caufe  or  dired:  a  reprefentation  to  be  made  to  him  by 
the  ad:ing  Minifter  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  com- 
plaining grievoully  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Refident 
aforefaid,  as  ufurpations  on  the  Nabob's  authority,  and 
indignities  on  his  perfon.  And  although  he,  the  faid 
Hailings,  did  infirud:  the  Refident  Brifiow,  to  inform 
the  faid  Hyder  Beg  Khan,  that  he  would  not  receive 
from  the  Nabob  as  Ms,  letters  dired:ed  by  the  fpirit  of 
oppofition,  but  Ihould  coniider  every  fuch  attempt  of 
his  (the  Minifler's)  •  as  an  infult  on  our  Government  i 
yet  he  did  receive,  as  bisj  the  Nabob's  own  letters, 
and  as  written  froni  the  im^preffions  on  his  own  mind, 
and  as  the  fuggeftions  of  his  own  judgement,  letters 
f.o  the  fame  effe(2:  as  thofe  written  by  the  Minifter, 
although  he  had  declared  upon  record,  that  the  faid 
^^  Nabob  was  a  mere  cypher  in  his,  the  faid  Minifter's 
^'  hands,"*'  and  *'  that  he  had  dared  to  ufe  both  the 
^^  Nabob's  name,  and  even  his  feal,  affixed  to  letters 
^^  either  direded  to  the  Nabob,  or  written  as  from  him 
^/'  \yithout  his  knowledge,'*  and  although  he  did  affert 
'.       '  QX 
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or  record  as  aforelaid,  that  in  a  letter  which  he  had 
lately  received  from  the  Nabobs  the  Miniiler  had  the 
prefumption  to  make  the  Nabob  declare  that  whicH 
was  true  to  be  falfe;  and  that,  *^  his  making  ufe  of  the 
*^  Nabob  in  fuch  a  manner,  did  Ihew  how  thin  the 
*'  veil  was  by  which  he  covered  his  own  a£fs  ;  and  that 
*^  fuch  artifices  would  only  tend  to  make  them  the 
'^  more  criminal,  from  xht  falfe  hood  and  duplicity  with 
*^  which  they  were  ajfociated,'^ 

LX. 

That  the  faid  Haftings  did  adt  upon  the  letters  pre- 
tended to  be  writteen  by  the  Nabob,  as  well  as  on  thofe 
actually  written  by  the  Minifter,  vi^ithout  previoufly 
communicating  the  matter  of  the  faid  complaint  ta 
the  faid  Refident,  and  did  give  credit  to  the  fame  ;  and 
coming,  as  aforefald,  from  a  perfon  by  himfelf  (the 
faid  Hailings)  charged  with  artifice,  falfehood,  and 
duplicity,  and  with  abufing  to  his  own  evil  purpofes, 
the  name  and  feal  of  his  mailer  without  his  knowledge, 
and  without  any  previous  inquiry  into  the  fad:s  and  cir- 
cumflances ;  and  did  thereon  ground  an  accufation  againil 
the  faid  Refident,  Briftow,  before  the  Board  at  Cal- 
cutta, in  which  he  did  reprefent  the  condud:  of  the  faid 
Brifi:ow,  in  attempting  to  limit  the  houfehold  expen- 
ces  of  the  Nabob,  as  an  indignity  ''  which  no  man 
living,  however  mean  his  rank  in  life,  or  dependent 
his  condition  in  it,  would  permit  to  be  exercifed  by 
any  other,  with  the  want  or  forfeiture  of  every 
"  manly  principle/'  And  he  did  farther  accufe  the 
faid  Briflow,  for  that  in  his  proceedings  in  the  regula- 
tion of  the  Nabob's  houfehold,  ^'  he  Ihould  receive 
*^  to  himfelf,  or  Mr.  Cowper  for  him,  or  a  treafurer 
'^  for  both  (for  the  arrangement  has  never  been  well 
*^  defined)  the  money  afi^gned  for  the  fupport  of  the 
"  Nabob's  houfehold;  ifiue  them  as  he  pleafed,  not  to 
"  the  Nabob,  but  to  the  menial  officers  of  his  houfe- 
*^  hold ;  difpofe  of  his  fuperfluous  horfes,  and  other 
*^  cattle;  determine  how  many  elephants  were  necef- 
•^  fary  to  the  ftate  of  the  Vizier  of  the  empire;. the 
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*^  number  of  domeillcs  for  his  attendance ;  and  pry 
^^  into  the  kitchen,  for  the  purpofe  of  afcertaining  the 
*'  quantity  of  vidtuals  which  ought  to  be  dreffed  in  it ; 
'*  control  the  accounts  of  thefe  difburfements ;  and 
**  appropriate  to  his  bwn  ufe  (for  that  the  confe« 
quence  was  inevitable,  if  he  chofe  it)  the  refidue 
produced  by  thefe  ceconomical  retrenchments." 

LXI. 

That  the  faid  charge  is  malicious  and  infidious,  be- 
caufe  the  attempt  to  introduce  proper  officers  for  the 
management  of  houfehold  expences,  fo  confiderable 
that  the  faid  Haflings  has  Hated  the  allotment  for  the 
fame  at  300,000!.   fterling  yearly,  and  that  other  ac- 
counts have  carried  it  to  400,000!.  flerling  and  up- 
wards ;  and  to  keep  proper  and  regular  accounts  thereof 
was  a  necefiary  regulation,  and  agreeable  to  the  dig- 
nity of  the  Nabob,  and  by  no  means  a  degradation  ei- 
ther of  his  perfon  or  authority,  which  was  fpecially 
provided  for  in  the  regulations,  as  no  expence  could 
be    incurred  but  by  his  own  perfonal  warrant  under 
his  fign  manual ;  nor  doth  there  appear  therein   any 
thing  but  what  is  of  abfolute  neceffity  to  prevent  em- 
bezzlement to  his  prejudice.    And   the  faid  Haitings 
hath  declared,  in  the  5th  article  of  the  inftrudtions  to 
the  faid  Relident,  that  no  adminiflration  can  be  pro- 
perly conducted  without  regular  offices ;  and  that  in 
the  whole  province  of  Oude  "  there  was  nol  one^   the 
^^  whole  being  engrofled  by  the  Minifter ;"  of  w^hich 
Miniiler,  in  the  14th  article,  he  declares  his  fufpicion, 
that  the  Nabob  did  not  receive  the  whole  and  punc- 
tual payment  of  the  fum  affigned  for  the  purpofe  of  the 
houfehold,  but  that  fome  part  had  been  by  him  with- 
held from  the  Nabob ;  and  that  from  private  informa- 
tion he  had  lately  received,  he  had  reafon  to  believe, 
that  this  was  actually  the  cafe.     And  the  faid  Railings 
well  knew,  that  the  Nabob's  houfehold  had  been  ill 
conducfled  ;  that  the  allowances  of  his  fervants  had  not 
been  paid;  that  his  diilrefs  Was  fcandalous ;  and  that 
his  neareft  relations  were  in  a  famiihing  condition.  And 
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the  laid  Haflings  did  alfo  well  know,  that  the  houfe- 
hold  of  the  Nabob  was  provided  for  or  negledted,  not 
at  his  own  difcretion,  but  at  that  of  the  faid  Hyder 
Beg  Khan;  and  he  did,  in  the  14th  article  aforefaid, 
inftrud:  the  Relident,  Briftow,  to  fhew  every  oftenfible 
and  external  mark  of  refped:  to  the  Nabob,  in  order  to 
induce  him  to  become  himfelf  the  mover  of  every 
ad:  necelTary  for  the  advancing  of  his  own  intereits, 
and  the  difcharge  of  his  debts  to  the  Company;  de- 
claring, *^  that  they  never  could  be  effected  while  the 
Minifler  retained  that  afcendency  over  him  v/hich 
he  at  prefent  holds  by  the  means  of  a  nearer  and 
more  private  intercourfe,  and  by  afR^ding  to  be  the 
*^  mediator  of  his  rights  asiainfl:  the  claims  of  our 
"  Government."  And  the  faid  Haftings  did  farther 
well  know,  that  there  was  noway  of  afcertaining  either 
the  payment  of  the  affignments  for  the  Nabob's  houfe- 
hold,  for  the  general  purpofes  of  their  deftiiiation,  or 
to  the  particular  objeds  to  which  they  ought  to  be  ap- 
plied, without  regular  offices  of  receipt  and  of  ac- 
count, which  might  prevent  the  faid  Minifler,  Hyder 
Beg  Khan,  or  the  Britifn  Relident,  or  any  other,  from 
embezzling  or  mifapplying  the  fame.  But  the  total 
want  of  offices  aforefaid  in  every  department  of  Go- 
vernment, did  furniih  occafion  of  concealing  all  frauds, 
clandefline  prefents,  or  penfions  to  a  Governor  Ge- 
neral, Commander  in  Chief,  or  other  fervant  of  the 
Company. 

LXIL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Hadings,  who  did  not  pre- 
tend fo  deep  a  concern  for  the  indignities  fuppofed  to 
be  fuffered  by  the  Nabob,  merely  in  the  limitation. 
and  regulation  of  unneceiTary  expences  relative  to  his 
kitchen,  domeilics,  8cc.  did  fhew  no  attention  or  com- 
paffion  to  the  faid  Nabob,  when,  in  the  year  1779, 
the  faid  Nabob  reprefented,  that  the  peniions  of  his  old 
fervants,  for  thirty  years,  the  expences  of  his  family 
and  kitchen,  together  with  the  jaghires  of  his  grand- 
mother, mother^  and  aunts,  and  of  his  brothers  and 

Q^q  depen- 
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dependants,  given  for  Aeir  fopport,  vfcvQ  not  regulated^ 
but  flopped^ 

LXIIL 

That  the  other  articles  of  regulation,  namely,  tfre 
teform  of  the  troops  in  number  and  in  arrangement ; 
the  appointment  of  proper  colle(!itors  for  the  revenues, 
and  the  general  conftitution  of  offices  for  the  execu- 
tive adminiftration,  were  in  like  manner  totally  defeated 
fcy  the  faid  Hyder  Beg  Khailw  An'd  the  faid  Hafting^ 
did  receive  a:  charge  from  him,,  arid  did  adopt  it  as  his 
own,  reprefenting  the  endeavdXirs  of  the  Refident,  to 
ad:  in  the  regulations  afore^faidi  agreeabfy  to  the  Ipirit 
of  his  inilrud:ions,  and  in  confidence  of  the  powers 
Vefled  ifi,  afid  the  rcfponiibility  impofed  upon  him  the 
laid  Refideht,  as  ufurpations  of  the  authority  and  pre- 
rogative of  the  Nabob  ;  and  he,  the  faid  Flaflings,  did 
make  criminal  charges  thereon  againft  the"  faid  Refl- 
uent Briftov^,  of  which  charges  the  Council  Board  did, 
on  hearing  the  farhe,  and  the  defence  of  the  faid 
&iflow>  fully  acquit  him. 

LXIV. 

That  the  faici  Haflin-gs,  by  abettmg  Hyder  Beg 
Khan,  a  perfon  defcribed  by  him  as  aforefaid,  in  his 
'Oppofition  t'O  all  the  plans  of  necefTary  reformation  pro?- 
pofed  by  the  faid  Haflings  himfelf,  and  having  fug- 
gefled  no  other  whatever  in  lieu  thereof,  to  anfwer  the 
purpofcs  for  which  he  had  Hrpulated  in  the  treaty  of 
Chunar,  the  interference  of  the  Refident  in  every 
branch  of  the  Nabob's  government  did  thereby  fruftrate 
every  O'ne  of  the  good  ends  propofed  by  him  in  the 
iaid  treaty  of  Chunar,  and  did  groflly  abufe  his  trufl, 
in  giving  the  exorbitant  powers  before  recited,  and  af- 
ferting  them  t^  exifl  in  the  Britifh  Refident,  without 
fufFcring  them,  even  in  appearance,  to  anfwer  any  of 
the  proper  and  juiliiiable  ends  for  which  any  power  or 
influence  can  or  ought  to  exift  in  any  government- 
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LXV. 

That  there  is  juft  ground  to  vielentl-y  prefume,  that 
not  only  the  letters  in  the  -name  ef  the  Nabob  afore^ 
faid,  were  dictated  to  him  by  his  Miniiler,  Hyder  Beg 
Khan,  in  whole  hands  the  faid  Haflings  has  defcribed 
his  mafter  to  be  "  a  naere  cypher,  &c."  but  which  Hy- 
der iBeg  was  the  kqown  inlH:rument  of  the  faid  Hafcings; 
but  that  the  condudb  and  letters  of  complaint  of  the 
faid  Hyder  Beg  were,  in  effedt  and  fubftance,  prefcribed 
m>A  di&ated  to  him  bv  the  faid  Warren  Haftin2:s,  or 
3?js  fecret  agent.  Palmer,  by  his  diredlion  ;    becaufe  it 
is  notorious,  that  the  powers  of  the  faid  Hyder  Beg 
were  lolely  Supported  *by  him,  the  faid  Haitings,  who^ 
according  to  the  flate  -of  fa^^'our  or  difpleafure  in  which 
he   flood,  hath  frequemtly  promifed  him  fupport,  or 
t-hreatened  him  with  difmi^on  and  punifhment ;   and 
therefore  it  is  not  to  be  thought  that  he  w^uld  take  fo 
material  a  flep  as  to  oppsfe  the  Company's  Refident, 
acting  under  the  inftrvK^t^ES  of  the  Governor  General 
and  Council,  and  ta  accufe  'hira  with  fo  much  confi- 
dence, and  in  a  maaner  fo  different  from  the  ufual  ftyle 
&f  fupplication  on  all  ©thee  ©cca<fions  employed  by  that 
court,  if  he  had  n©t  beeii  previoufly  well  affured  that 
his   writing  m  that  manner  wauld  'be  pieafing  to  the 
perfon  upon  whom  he  foleiy  -depended  for  his  power, 
his  fortune,  and,   perhaps,  for  his  life.     Secondly,  be- 
caufe, when  it  fuited  the  purpofes  of  t?he  faid  Haflings 
on  a  former  occafion,  that  is,  in  the  year  1784,  to  rer 
move  the  Refident  Briflow  aforefaid  from  his  office,  a 
letter  from  the  Nabob  was  laid  before    the  Council 
Board  at  Calcutta,  propofing,  that  in  order  to  prevent 
the  efFedls  of  the  faid   Bri-ftow's    application   to   Eu- 
rope for  redrefs.,  that  the  faid  Haflings  fhould   fend 
him    draughts  of  letters,    which  iie  the   faid   Nabob 
would  write  in  his  own  name  and  character,  to  the 
King,  to  His  Majefly's  Miniflers,  and  to  the  Court  of 
Diredlors,  exprefling  himfelf,  in  the  letter  aforefaid, 
in  the  words  following  :  viz.  '^  To  prevent  his  [Brif- 
^^  tow'sj  applying  to  Europe,*fend  me,  \^  you  think 
•^-^  proper,  the  draughts  of  letters  which  /may  write  t^ 

Q^q  2  "  the 
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*'  the  King,  the  Vizier,  and  the  Chiefs  of  the  Compa- 
^^  ny."  Thirdly,  that  though  the  faid  Haftings,  and 
his  fecret  agent  Palmer,  did  pretend,  and  pofitively  af- 
fert,  that  they  had  no  fhare  in  the  letters  aforefaid  from 
the  Nabob  and  his  Miniiler,  there  was  an  original  note 
to  the  Nabob's  letters  of  accufation,  referring  to  dif- 
tindi  parts  and  fpecified  numbers  of  the  agent  Palmer's 
fecret  correfpondence  with  the  faid  M^arren  Haftings ; 
and  the  laid  letter,  '/ith  the  faid  reference,  was,  through 
inadvertence,  laid  before  the  Board. 

LXVL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  having  thrown  the 
Government  of  Oude  into  great  confufion  and  diftrefs, 
thereby  prevented  the  difcharge  of  the  debt,  or  pre- 
tended debt,  to  the  Company,  did,  by  all  the  faid  in- 
trigues, machinations,  and  charges,  aim  at  the  filling 
the  faid  office  of  Reiident  at  Oude  with  his  own  de- 
pendants, or  by  himJelf  perfonally,  as  it  appears  that  he 
did  firft  propofe  to  place  in  the  faid  office  his  fecret 
agent  Pahrier,  and  that  afterwards,  when  he  was  not 
able  to  fucceed  therein,  he  did  propofe  nominally,  to 
aboliffi  the  faid  office,  but  in  effeA  to  fill  it  by  himfelf ; 
propoiing  to  the  Council,  and   rendering  himfelf  re- 
fponfible  (but  not  in  fortune)  for  the  payment  of  the 
Company's    debt  within   a  certain   given  time,    if  he 
were  permitted  and  commiffioned  by  the  Council  to  adt 
for  the  Board  in  that  province  ;  and  did  inform  them^ 
that  he  was  privately  well  alTured,  that  in  a  few  days  he 
iliould  receive  an  invitation  to  that  ^ffedc ;  and  he  did 
ftate,  (as  in  the  year  1781  he  had  ftated  as  a  reafon  for 
his  former  delegation)  "  That  the  ftate  of  the  country 
^^  was  fo  difordered  in  its  revenue  and  adminift.ration, 
^^  and  the  credit  and  influence  of  the  Nabob  himfelf 
fo  much  fhook  by  the  late  iifurpation  of  his  autho- 
rity, and  the  contefts  which  attended  it,  as  to  re- 
*^  quire  the  acceffion  of  an  extraneous  aid  to  reftore 
the  powers,  and  to  re-animate  the  conftitution  of  his 
government;"  although  he,  the  faid  Haftings,   did 
for  a  long  time  before  attribute  the  weakaefs  of  his 
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government  to  an  extraneous  interference.  And  tlie 
laid  Council,  on  his  engagement  aforefaid,  did  confcnt 
thereto  ;  and  he  did  accordingly  receive  a  commiflion, 
enabling  him  to  acft  in  the  affairs  of  Oude^  not  only  as 
the  Relident  might  have  dorte,  but  as  largely  as  the 
Council  General  might  legally  delegate  ■  their  owa 
powers. 

LXVII. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Hafiings,  in  accepting  the 
faid  commiiTion,  did  fubjedl  his  chara&r,  and  the  re- 
putation of  his  office,  to  great  imputations  and  fufpi- 
cions,  by  taking  upon  himielf  an  inferior  office,  out  of 
which  another  had,  upon  his  intrigues,  been  removed, 
by  a  perpetual  obflruAion,  which  rendered  it  impoffi- 
ble  for  him  to  perform  his  duty,  or  to  obey  his  in- 
{lrud:ions ;  and  he  did  increafe  the  faid  grounded  fuf- 
picions,  by  exerciiing  that  office  in  a  governmiCnt  from 
whence  it  was  notorious  he  had  himfelf  received  an 
unlawful  gift  and  prefent  from  the  Miniflers,  and  in 
which  he  had  notorioufly  fuffered  many,  and  had  him- 
felf adiually  directed  fome,  adts  of  peculation,  by  grant- 
ing various  peniions  and  emoluments,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  revenue  of  a  diftrelTed  country,  which  he  wa^ 
pot  authorized  to  grant, 

LXVIIL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  proceed  unto  the 
faid  province  of  Oude,  under  colour  of  providing  a 
remedy  for  the  diforders  defcribed  to  be  exiiling  in  the 
fame,  and  for  the  recovery  of  the  Company's  pretend-? 
ed  debt.  And  the  faid  Warren  Haflino-s,  who  had 
thought  "lit  to  recall  the  Company's  Refident,  appointed 
to  that  office  by  the  Court  of  Diredors,  and  to  fufpend 
his  office,  did  notwithilanding,  of  his  own  choice  and 
felediion,  and  on  his  own  mere  authority,  take  with 
him  in  his  progrefs  a  large  retinue,  ''  and  a  numerous 
*^  fociety  of  Englilh  gentlemen,  to  compofe  his  fami- 
*^  ly,"  which  he  reprefents  as  necelTary  ;  although,  in 
a  letter  from  that  very  place  to  which  he  took  that  very 
numerous  fociety^  he  informs  the  Court  of  Diredors^ 

that 
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^9  that  his  own  confequence,  and  that  of  the  nation  he 
^>  reprefents,  are  independent  of  ihew ;''  and  after  his 
arrival  there,  he,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  dijd  write 
f|rom  Lueknow,  the  capital  of  that  province,  a  letter, 
dated  the  30th  of  April  1784,  to  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors, in  which  are  feveral  particulars  to  the  following 
purport  or  tenor,  and  which  he  points  out  to  the  Di- 
rediors  ''to  be  circumftances  af  no  trivial  informa- 
tion ;'  namely,  "  that  he  had  found,  that  the  lands 
in  that  province,  as  well  as  in  forne  parts  more  irn- 
mediately  under  the  Company,  have  fuffered  in  a 
grievous  manner,  being  completely  exhauiled  of 
*'  their  natural  moifture  by  the  total  failure  qf  one  en- 
^^  tire  feafon  of  the  periodical  rains,'*  with  a  few  ex- 
ceptions, which  were  produced  only  '^  by  the  uncom- 
^'  mon  labour  of  the  hufbandman."  And  in  a  letter  to 
Edward  Wheier,  Efq.  a  member  of  the  Council  Gene- 
ral, from  Benares,  the  20th  of  September  1784,  he 
fays,  that  '*  the  public  revenues  had  declined  with  the 
"  failure  of  the  cultivation  in  three fuccejfive  years ;  and 
*^  all  the  ftores  of  grain,  which  the  providence  of  the 
"  hufljandman  (as  he  was  informed  is  their  cuftom)  in 
*^  defiance  of  the  vigilance  of  the  aumils  [collectors J 
^^  clandejhnely  referved  for  their  own  ufe,  were  of  courfe 
exhaufted,  in  which  flate  no  perfon  would  accept  of 
the  charge  of  the  colledtions  on  a  pofitive  engage- 
*^  ment,  nor  did  the  rain  fall  till  the  loth  of  July." — 
And  in  another  letter,  dated  from  Benares,  the  i ft  of 
Q6tober  following,  he  repeats  .the  fame  accounts  ;  and 
that  the  '-^  country  cpuld  not  bear  farther  additions  of 
expence ;  that  it  had  no  inlets  of  trade  to  fupply  the 
ilTues  that  were  made  from  it;  [the  exceptions 
ilated  there  being  inconfiderable]  therefore  every  ru- 
pee which  i$  drawn  into  your  treafury  [the  Compa- 
f'  ny'sj  from  its  circulation,  will  accelerate  the  period 
^^  ,at  which  its  ability  muft.  ceafe  to  pay  even  the  ftipulated 
**  fubfidy'*  Notwithllanding  this  ftate  of  the  country, 
of  which  he  was  well  apprized  before  he  left  Calcutta, 
^nd  the  poverty  and  diftrefs  of  the  Prince  having  beeri 
frequently  but,  in  vain,  reprefented  to  him,  in  order  to 
iuduce  him  tp  fpr^ear  his  cppreffive  exafftibns,  he  did^ 
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in  order  to  furniih  the  Council  with  a  colour  for  per- 
mitting him  to  recall  the  Company's  Refident,  and  to 
exercife  the  whole  powers  of  the  Company  in  his  own 
perfon,  without  any  check  whatfoever^  or  wdtnefs  of 
his  proceedings,  except  the  perfons  of  his  own  private 
choice,  did  make  the  exprefs  and  pofitive  engagement 
aforefaid,  which,  if  underilood,  of  a  real  and  fubftan- 
tial  difcharge  of  debt  for  the  relief  of  the  total  of  the 
Company^s  finances,  was  groflly  fallacious  ;  becaufe,  at 
the  Very  time,  he  muft  have  been  perfedily  fenfible, 
that  in  the  then  ftate  of  the  revenues  and  country  of 
Oude,  (which  are,   in  effect,  the  Company's  revenues^ 
and  the  Company's  country)  the  debt,  or   pretended 
debt  aborefaid,  alTerted  to  be  about  ^vq  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds,  or  thereabouts,  could  not  be  paid  with- 
out contradiing  another  debt,    at   an  ufurious   interefl, 
without  encroaching  on  the  neceifary  ellabliihments, 
or  on  private  property,  or  on  the   pay  of  the  army, 
or  without  grievous  oppreffion  of  the  country^  or  ail 
thefe  together.     And  it  doth  appear  that  one  hundred 
thoufand  pounds,  towards  the  faid  payments  of  debts, 
w^as  borrowed  at  Calcutta,  by  the  Nabob's  agent  there, 
but  at  what  intereil  is  not  known.     It  appears  alfo, 
that  other  fums  were  borrowed  for  arrear  of  the  in- 
tereft  on  which  40,000!.  fterling  appears  in  the  Com- 
pany's claims  for  the  current  year,  and  that  various  de- 
dudions  were  made  from  the  jaghires  reitored  to  the 
Begums,  as  well  as  other  parrs  of  the  Nabob's  family  ; 
and  it  did  and  doth  appear,  that  an  arrear  is  {lill  due  to 
the  old  and  new  brigade,    but  whether  the   fame  be 
growing  or  not,  doth  not  appear  ;  yet  he  hath  not  he- 
fitated  to  alTert,  that  he  had  *'  provided  for  the  complete 
^^  difcharge  in  one  year  of  a  debt  contracted  by  the  ac- 
^'  cumulation  of  many,  and  from  a  country,  whofe  re- 
^^  fources  have  been  wafted  and  dillipated  by  three  fuc- 
*'  ceflive  years  of  drought,  and  one  of  anarchy."     But 
the  faid  Haftings  never  did  even  realize  the  payments 
to  be  made  in  the  firfl  year  (as  he  confelTes  in  the  faid 
letter)  except  by  an  anticipation  of  the  fecond  :  and 
though  he  ftates,  in  his  letter  aforefaid,  the  following 
fa<^s  and  engagements,  that  is  to  fay^  "  that  a  recovery 
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««  of  fo  large  a  part  of  your  property  [the  Company's] 
*'  will  afford  a  leafonable  and  iubilancial  relief  to  the 
^^-  neceilities  of  your  Government,  and  enable  it  (for 
*'  fuch  is  my  confident  hope)  to  begin  on  the  redutlion 
*'  of  your  debt  at  intereft  before  the  conclufion  of  this 
'^^  year,  (I  mean  the  year  of  this  computation.)'* 
Whereas  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  apply  the  whole 
produce  of  the  revenue  to  the  mere  pay  of  fome  part 
of  the  Britilh  army  in  Oude  ;  and  did  not  mention  in 
his  correfpondence  that  he  had  remitted  any  money 
v^'hatfoever  to  Calcutta,  nor  to  any  other  place  (except 
the  fifty  thoufand  pounds  taken  from  Almas  Ali  Khan, 
and  faid  to  be  remitted  to  Surat)  for  the  faid  "  fub- 
*^  flantial  relief,''  in  confequence  of  the  faid  pretended 
^'  recovery  of  property,"  admitting  that  it  had  been 
fuo-gefted  to  him,  and  not  by  him  denied,  that  he  had 
^'  difappointed  the  popular  expedation,  by  not  adopt- 
^'  ino-  the  policy  which  he  had,  on  the  conception  of  bet- 
*^  ter  grounds y  rejected  ;  nor  did  he  begin  the  reduc- 
^^  tion  of  the  intereft  debt"  at  the  time  ftated,  nor  at 
any  time  ;  but  the  whole  (he  well  knowing  the  ftate  of 
the  country  from  whence  the  refources  aforefaid  were 
by  him  promifed)  was  a  premeditated  deceit  and  im- 
pofition  on  the  Board  of  Council,  his  colleagues,  and 
on  the  Court  of  Diredtors,  his  mafters* 

LXIX- 

That  no  traces  of  regulation  appear  to  have  been 
adopted  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  during  his  refi- 
dence  at  Lucknow,  in  conformity  to  the  fpirit  and  in- 
tentions of  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  or  of  his  inftrudions 
to  Middleton  and  Briftow,  or  of  the  propofed  objeds 
of  his  own  commiffion.  But  he  did,  in  lieu  thereof, 
pretend  to  free  the  Nabob's  Government  from  the  in- 
terference of  the  Company's  fervants,  and  the  ufurpa- 
tion  (as  he  called  it)  of  a  Refident,  and  thereby  to 
reftore  it  to  its  proper  tone  and  energy;  whereas  the 
meafures  he  took,  were  fuch,  as  to  leave  no  ufeful  or 
refponfible  fuperintendence  in  the  Britifh,  and  no  free- 
dom in  the  Nabob's  Government :  for  he  did  confirm 

the 
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the  fole,  iinpartlcipated,  and  entire  adminillration, 
with  all  the  powers  annexed  to  the  Government,  on 
the  Miniflcr,  Hyder  Beg  Khan^  to  whom  he  prevailed 
on  the  Nabab  Vizier,  to  commit  the  entire  charge  of 
his  revenues,  although,  he  knew  that  his  mailer  was  a 
cypher  in  his  hands ;  that  he  "  had  affixed  his  feal  to 
^^  letters  written  without  his  knov/ledgp,  and  fuch  as 
^^  evidently  tended  to  promote  Hyder  Beg  Khan's  in- 
''  fluence  and  interefl ;''  that  his.  faid  mailer  did  not 
coniider  him  as  a  minifler  of  his  choice,  but  as  an  in- 
llrument  of  his  defrradation  ;  chat  ^'  he  exiils  as  a  mi- 
^'  nifler  by  his  dependance  on  the  Calcutta  Govern- 
'^  ment,  and  that  the  Nabob  himfelf  had  no  other 
opinion  of  him  ;  that  it  is  by  its  declared  and  moft 
obvious  fupport  alone  that  he  could  maintain  his  au- 
thority and  influence."  And  in  his  inilructions  to 
his  fecret  agent,  Major  Palmer,  dated  6th  of  May  1782, 
to  eafe  his  mind  and  remove  his  jealoufy  with  regard  to 
Britiih  interference,  he  did  inilrud:  him  ''  that  much 
*^  delicacy  and  caution  will  be  required  in  your  deck- 
^^  rations  on  this  fubjedl,  leil  they  fhould  be  conflruecl 
'^  to  extend  to  an  immediate  chanee  in  the  adminiilra- 
^^  tion  of  his  affairs,  or  the  inilruments  of  it.  Their 
^^  perfons  muil  be  coniidered  as  [acred,  while  they  adt 
^'  with  the  participation  of  our  influence  J'  This  diHinc- 
tion  the  Nabob  unckrftands^  nor  will  it  be  either  necef- 
fary  or  proper  to  allude  to  it,  unlefs  he  himfelf  fhould 
firil  introduce  the  fubjedl.  And  the  faid  Hailings  did 
afTume,  as  to  a  dependant  of  the  lo;veIl  order,  to  pre- 
fcribe  to  him  the  conditions  on  which  he  is  to  hold  his 
place,  to  threaten  him  with  fcrutinies  into  his  conduct, 
with  difmiflion,  with  puniflimenc ;  that  he  was  guilty 
of  falfehood  and  duplicity,  and  that  he  had  made  his 
mailer  alTert  what  was  true  to  be  falfe;  that  he  fufpedl- 
ed  he  had  withheld  from  his  mailer  what  he  ought  to 
have  paid  to  him  ;  that  the  event  of  his  having  pre- 
^vailed  on  the  Nabob  to  entruil  him  as  aforefaid,  was, 
according  to  his,  the  faid  Hailings's,  own  letter,  writ- 
ten to  the  faid  Hyder  Beg  Khan  himfelf,  '^  an  accumu- 
^^  lation  of  diilrefs,  debafement,  and  difTatisfadiion  to 
{^  the  Nabobs  and  of  difappointment  and  difgrace  to 
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me.  Every  meafure  which  he  had  himfelf  propofed^ 
and  to  which  he  had  folicited  my  affiflance,  has  been 
fo  condud:ed,  as  to  give  him  caufe  of  difpleafnre ; 
there  are  no  officers  eUabliHied  by  which  his  affairs 
could  be  regularly  co,adud:ed  ;  mean,  incapable,  and 
indigent  men  have  been  appohited  Aumils  of  the 
diflridls,  without  authority,  and  without  tlie  means 
of  perfonal  protediion  ;  fome  of  them  have  been 
murdered  by  the  zemiindars,  and  thofe  zemindars, 
inilead  of  punrflimenr,  have  been  permitted  to  re^ 
tain  their  zemindaries  with  independent  authority  ; 
all  the  other  zemindar's  fuffered  to  rife  up  in  rebel- 
lion, and  to  infult  the  authority  of  the  Sircar,  with- 
out any  attempt  made  to  fupprefs  them ;  and  the 
Company *s  debt,  ihflead  of  being  difcharged  by  the 
affignments  and  extraordinary  fources  of  money  pro- 
vided for  that  purpofe,  is  likely  to  exceed  even  the 
amount  at  which  it  flood  at  the  time  in  which  the 
arrangement  with  his  Excellency  Vv'as  concluded* 
'The  grdwth  ef  tbefe  evils  was  early  made  known  to  me^ 
and  their  effets  foreboded  in  the  fame  order  and  manner 
as  they  havefince  come  to  pafi.  In  fuch  a  Hate  of  ca- 
lamity and  difgrace,  I  can  no  longer  remain  a  paffive 
fpediator  i  nor  wduld  it  be  becoming  to  conceal  my 
fentiments,  or  qualify  the  exprefHon  of  them.  1 
now  plainly  tell  you,  that  you  are  anfwerable 
for  every  misfortune  and  defedt  of  the  Nabob  Vi- 
zier's governmient.'' — And  after  giving  orders,  and 

exprefflng  fome  hopes  of  better  behaviour,  he  adds^ 
If  I  am  difap pointed 3  you  will  impofe  on  me  the 
painful  and  humiliating  neceffity  of  acknowledging 
to  him,  that  I  have  been  deceived,  and  of  recom- 
mending the  examination  of  ydur  condudt  to  his  jul- 
tice,  both  for  the  redrefs  of  his  own  and  the  Com- 
pany's grievances,   and   for  the  injury  fuftained  by 

^^  both  in  their  mutual  connedlion.  Do  not  reply  to  me^ 
that  what  I  have  written  is  from  the  fuggeftion  of 
your  enemies  ;  nor  imagine,  that  I  have  induced  my- 
lelf  to  write  in  fuch  plain  and  declaratory  terms^ 
without  a  clear  inf/ght  into  all  the  confequences  of 
it,  and  a  fixed  determination  upon  them;"      ~  -    -   ' 
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LXX. 

That  the  aforefaid  being  the  tenure  of  the  power  of 
the  faid  Minlfler,  and  fuch  his  charadler,  as  given  by 
the  faid  Warren  Hailings  himfclf,  who  did  originally 
compel  the  Nabob  to  receive  him,  who  did  conilantly 
fupport  him  againil  the  Nabob  his  mafter,  as  well  as 
againil:  the  Company's  Refident ;— the  delivering  over 
to  fuch  a  perfon  his  mafter^  his  family,  his  country, 
and  the  care  of  the  Britiih  interefls  therein^  without 
control  or  public  infpedtion,  was  an  high  crime  and 
mifdemeanor. 

LXXI. 

That  the  next  perfon  whom  the  faid  Haflings  did 
inveft  with  power  in  the  faid  country,  was  a  cereal^ 
opulent  and  powerful  native,  Manager  of  Revenue, 
called  Almas  Ali  Khan,  clofely  connedlred  v/ith  the 
faid  Hyder  Beg  Khan  ;  and  to  whom  the  faid  Hy- 
der  Beg  Khan,  as  the  faid  Haftings  has  admitted, 
*^  had  entrufi:ed  the  greaieft  part  of  his  revenues, 
^'  without  any  pledge  or  fecurity  for  his  fidelity." 
And  aftervN^ards  the  faid  Hailino-s  charo;es  the  faid 
Almas  Ali  with  an  intention  of  removing  from  the 
Nabob's  dominions ;  he  dates,  ^'  as  taking  with  him,'' 
and  therefore  being  polTeiTed  "^  of  an  immenfe  trea- 
*'  fare,  the  fruits  of  his  embezzlem^ents  and  oppref^ 
*^  iions,  and  an  army  raifed  for  its  protedtion/'' 

LXXIL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Flailings  was,  or  pretended  to 
be,  imprefied  with  the  evil  charad:er,  dangerous  de- 
figns,  and  immoderate  power  of  the  faid  Alm,as  Ali ; 
that  he  did  infert,  among  his  inftrudiions  to  the  Refi- 
dent Briilow,  an  order  of  a  dangerous  and  unwar- 
rantable nature,  in  which,  upon  his,  the  laid  Haf- 
tings's,  fuiiple  allegation  of  offences,  not  accurately 
defcribed  or  fpeciiied,  with  regard  either  to  the  fadl-, 
the  nature  of  the  offence,  or  the  proof,  to  urge  the 
Nabob  to  put  him  to  death,  with  many  qualifications 
in  the  faid  inilrud:ions,  full  of  fraud  and  duplicity, 
calculated  to  enfnare  the  faid  Refident  Briilpw,  and  to 

R  r  2  throw 


-01  ARTICLE      XVI. 


;> 


throw  upon  him  the  refponfibility  of  the  condud:  of 
the  faid  Almas  All  Khan,  if  he  fhould  continue  at 
large,  contrary  to  his  orders,  or  to  fubje<ft  him,  the 
faid  Refident,  to  the  fname  and  fcandal  of  apprehend- 
ing and  putting  him  to  de-^.th,  by  means  which,  in  the 
circumftances,  muft  neceifarily  be  fuch  as  would  be 
-ConUxued  into  treachery ;  and  he  the  faid  Almas  Ali 
Khan,  being  from  nature  and  lituation  fufpicious  and 
watchful,  and  being  at  that  very  time  in  the  collec- 
tion, or  farmer  of  the  moil  important  part  of  the  re- 
venues, with  an  extenfive  jurifdidtion  annexed,  and 
at  the  head  of  fourteen  thoufand  of  his  own  troops; 
and  having  been  recently  accepted  by  the  Refident 
Middleton  as  fecurity  for  large  fums  of  money  ad- 
vanced by  the  bankers  of  Benares  to  the  ufe  of  the 
Eafl-India  Company  ;  which  orders  (if  the  faid  Refi- 
dent would  or  could  have  executed  them)  mull:  have 
laifed  an  univerfal  alarm  among  all  the  confiderable 
men  of  the  country  concerned  in  the  government,  and 
would  have  been  a  means  of  fubverting' the  public 
credit  of  the  Company,  by  the  murder  of  a  perfon 
engaged  for  very  great  fums  of  money  that  had^  beeii 
advanced  for  their  ufe. —And  the  faid  inflrudtipn  is 
as  followeth  :  "     "' 

*'  If  any  engagement  fliall  actually  fubfifl;  between 
*^  them  at  the  time  you  have  charge  of  the  Refidency, 
^^  it  mull,  however  exceptionable,  be  faithfully  ob- 
^^  ferved ;  but  if  he  has  been  guilty  of  any  criminal 
^^  offence  to  the  Nabob,  his  mailer,  for  which  no  irn- 
^^  munity  is  provided  in  the  engagement,  or  he  fliali 
^^  break  any  one  of  the  conditions  of  it,  I  do  moll 
'^^  ftridtly  enjoin  you,  and  it  mull  be  your  fpecial 
^^  care  to  endeavour,  either  hy  force  orjurprije,  to  fe- 
"^^  cure  his  perfon,  and  bring  him  to  juilice  :  by 
^^  bringing  him  to  jufiice,  I  mean  that  you  urge  the 
^^  Nabob,  on  due  conviction,  to  punijlo  him  with  deaths 
^^  as  a  neceffary  example  to  deter  others  from  the  com- 
^^  million  of  the  like  crimes  ;  nor  mull  you  deliil  till 
*''  this  is  efFedied. — I  cannot   prefcribe  the   means; 

but  to  guard  myfelf  againfl  the  obloquy  to  which 

^J  I  may 
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"  I  may  be  expofed  by  a  forced  mifconflnKftion  of 
^'  this  order,  by  thofe  who  may  hereafter  be  employed 
"  in  fearching  our  records  for  cavils  and  informations 
*?  againft  me,  I  think,  it  proper  to  forbid,  and  proteil 
^f  againfl  the  ufe  o^  ^im  fraudulent  artifice  of  treachery 
*''  to  accomplifh  the  end  which  I  have  prefer ibed  \  and  as 
"  you  alone  are  privy  to  the  order,  you  will  of  courfe 
^'  obferve  the  greatefl  fecrecy  that  it  may  not  tran- 
*^  fpire  :  but  I  repeat  my  recommendation  of  it,  as 
*^  one  of  the  iirfl:  and  mofl  effential  duties  of  you^: 
^>  office/' 

LXXIII. 

That  among  the  reafons  affigned  for  putting  ^o 
death  the  faid  Almas  Ali,  which  the  faid  Haftings  did 
recommend  directly  and  repeatedly  to  the  Relident, 
^}  as  one  of  the  firft  and  mofi:  effential  duties  of  his 
*^  office,''  was  in  fubflance,  "  that  by  bis  exteniive 
*^  truft  with  regard  to  the  revenues,  he  had  been  per- 
^^  mitted  to  acquire  independency  ;  that  the  means 
*'•'  thereof  had  been  long  feen,  and  the  effedts  thereof 
*'  foretold  by  every  perfon  acquainted  with  the  flate 
*^  of  Government,  except  thofe  immediately  interefied 
''  in  it  :"  and  he  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  alfo 
charge  the  faid  Almas  Ali  with  embezzlement  of  the 
revenues,  and  oppreffion  of  the  people,  and  nothing 
appears  to  difprove  the  fame,  but  much  to  give  ground 
to  a  prefumption,  that  the  faid  Almas  Ali  did  grievouf- 
ly  abufe  the  power  committed  to  him,  as  farmer  and 
coUedor  of  the  revenue,  to  the  great  oppreffion  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  countries  which  had  been  rent- 
ed to  him  bv  Hyder  Beo;  Khan,  with  the  knowledo;e 
gnd  confent  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings. 

LXXIV. 

That  the  Refident  Briilow,  declining  the  violent 
attempt  on  the  life  of  Almas  Ali,  deceitfully  ordered 
by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  did  on  weighty  reafons, 
drawn  from  the  fpirit  of  the  faid  Hailings's  own  in- 
flrud:ions,  recommend  that  his  the  faid  Almas  Ali 
Khan's  farms  of  revenue^  or  a  greaf  part  of  them, 
■  '    ''     '•  '       Siould 
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fhould  be,  on  the  expiration  of  his  leafe,   taken  ont  of 
his  hands,  as  being  too  extenfive,   and   fupplying   the 
means  of  a  dangerous  povver  in  the  country  :  but  yet 
he  the   faid  Warren  Hailings  did   not  only  continue 
him  in  the  poffeilion  of  the  faid  revenues,    but  did 
give  to  him  a  new  Icafe  thereof,  for  the  term  of  five 
years.     And  on  this   renovation  and  increafe  of  truil 
the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did  not  confent  or  produce 
the  informer,  upon  whofe  credit  he  had  made  his  charge 
of  capital  crimes  on  the  faid  Almas  AH,  and  had  di- 
red:ed  him  to  be  put  to  death,  or  call  upon   him    to 
make  good  his  charges ;  but    inilead  of  this,    totally 
changing  his  relation  to  the  iliid  Almas  Aii,  and  did 
himfelf  labour  to  procure  from  all  parts,  atteftations 
to  prove  him  not  guilty  of  the  perfidy  and  diiloyalty 
of  which   the  faid    Hailings    himfelf  appears  to  have 
been  to  that  very  time   his  fole  accufer,  as  he  hath 
iince  been  his  moll  anxious   advocate ;  but  though  he 
did  ufe  many  endeavours  to  acquit  Almas  Ali  of  his 
intended  (light,  yet  concerning  his  embezzlement  and 
opprefiions,  the  moil  important  of  all,,  charges  relative 
to  chat  of  the  revenue  and  colie(5tion,  he  the  faid  Haf- 
tings   hath  made  no  inquiry  whatever,  by  which   it 
might  appear  that  he  was  not  as  fully  guilty  thereof 
as  he  had  always  reprefented  him  to  be.     But  fome 
time  after  he  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  had  arrived  at 
Lucknow,  in  the*  year  1784,  he  fuggefted  to  the  faid 
Almas  Ali  Khan  the  advance  to  the  Company's  ufe  of 
a  fum  of  money,  am.ounting  to  fifty  thouland  pounds, 
or  thereabouts ;  and    the   faid  fuggefted  advance  was 
(as  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  aflerts,  no  witnefs  or  do- 
cument of  the   tranfad:ipn   appearing)    '^  chearfully, 
and  without  hefitation,   complied  with,   confidering 
it  as  an  evidence  Jeajonahly  offered  for  the  general  re- 
futation of  the  charges  of  perfidy  and  diiloyalty  ;*' 
—which    pradlice    of  charging  wealthy   perfons  with 
treafon  and  difloyalty,  and  afterwards  acquitting  them, 
on  the  payment  of  a  fum  of  money,   is  highly  fcan- 
dalous  to  the  honour,  juflice,  and  government  of  Great 
Britain  ;  and  the  offence  is '  highly  aggravated  by  the 
faid  Haflings's  declaration  to  the  Court  of  Diredlors. 
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that  the  charges  againfl  Almas  All  Khan  have  been 
too  laboriouily  urged  againfl  him ;  and  carried  at  one 
time  to  fuch  an  excefs,  which  had  nearly  driven  him 
to  abandon  his  country,  ^'  for  the  prefervation  of  his  life 
"  and  honour  ;"  and  thus  to  give  a  ^^  colour  to  the 
*'  charges  themfelves,''  when  he  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings  did  well  know,  that  he  himfelf  did  confider  as 
a  crime,  and  did  make  it  an  article  in  a  formal  accu- 
vfation  againft  the  Reiident  Middleton,  that  he  did  not 
inform  him,  the  laid  Haflings,  of  the  fuppofed  trea- 
fons  of  Almas  Ali  Khan,  and  of  his  delign  to  abandon 
the  country,  when  he  himfelf  did  moll:  laborioully 
urge  the  charges  againll  him ;  and  when  no  attempt: 
appears  to  have  been  made  againfl:  the  life  of  the  faid 
Almas  Ali  Khan^  except  by  the  faid  Warren  Haftings 
himfelf.        - 

LXXV. 

That  the  fum  of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  flerlino*,  or 
thereabouts,  publicly  taken  by  the  faid  Warren  Hal- 
tings,  as  an  advance  for  the  ufe  of  the  Company,  if 
given  as  a  confideration  or  fine,  on  account  of  the  re- 
newal for  a  long  term  of  civil  aurhoiity  and  militarv 
command,  and  the  coUeclion  of  the  revenues  to  an 
immenfe  amount,  the  fame  being  at  leafl:  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  flerling  yearly,  was  lb  totally 
inadequate  to  the  interefl:  granted,  that  it  m.ay  jufllv 
be  prefumed,  it  was  not  on  that,  or  on  any  public 
ground  or  condition,  that  the  faid  Haflings  did  de- 
legate, out  of  all  reach  of  refumption  or  corred:ion, 
a  leafe  of  boundlefs  power  and  enormous  profit,  for 
fo  long  a  term^  to  a  known  opprefTor  of  the  country^ 

LXXVL 

That  Warren  Haflings  being  at  Lucknow  in  confe- 
^uenc-e  of  his  deputation  aforefaid,  did,  in  his  letter 
-from  that  city,  dated  30th  of  April  1784,  recommend 
to  the  Court  of  Diredors,  "  as  his  laji  and  ultimate 
*'  hop^y  that  their  wifdom  would  put  a  "final  period  to 
*'  the  minous  and  difreptiable  Jyfieni  of   interference, 

*^  whether 


Ci 

ti 
a 

(c 


306  ARTICLE     XVI. 

*^  whether  avowed  or  fecret^  m  the  affairs  of  the  Na- 
*^  bob  of  Oude  ;  and  withdraw /tJr  ever  the  influence  hj 
*^  which  it  is  maintained ;"  and  that  they  ought  to 
confine  their  views  to  the  fole  maintenance  of  the  old 
brigade  ilationed  in  Oude,  by  virtue  of  the  firft  treaty 
with  the  reigning  Nabob  ;  exprefling  himfelf  in  the 
following  words  to  the  Court  of  Dired^ors  :  ^'  If  you 
*^  tranfgrefs  that  line,  you  may  extend  the  diftribiition 
*^  of  patroyv2ge^  and  add  to  the  fortunes  of  individuals , 
*'  and  to  the  nominal  riches  of  Great  Britain  ;  but 
your  oven  intereils  will  fuffer  by  it ;  and  the  ruin  6f 
a  great  and  once -flour  ifhing  nation  will  be  recorded  as 
the  work  of  your  adminiftration^  tvith  an  everlafting  re  - 
proach  to  the  Britifh  name.  To  this  reafoning  1  Ihall 
join  the  obligations  of  juftice  and  good  faith,  which 
cut  ofl-"  every  pretext  for  ycur  exerciftng  any  power  or 
authority  in  this  country,  as  long  as  the  Sovereign  of 
it  fulfils  the  engagements  he  has  articled  with  you,'' 

LXXVII. 

That  it  appears,  by  the  extraordinary  recommen- 
dation aforefaid,  aflerted  by  him  the  faid  Haflings  to 
be  enforced  by  the  "  obligations  of  juftice  and  good 
*'  faithy'  that  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  at  the  time 
of  writing  the  faid  letter,  had  made  an  agreement  to 
withdraw  the  Britifh  interference,  reprefented  by  him 
^^  as  a  ruinous  and  difreputable  fyfiem,"  out  of  the 
dominions  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude.  But  the  inflru- 
ment  itfelf  in  which  the  faid  agreement  is  made  (if  at 
at  all  exilling)  does  not  appear;  nor  hath  the  faid 
Haftings  tranfmitted  any  documents  relative' to  the 
faid  treaty,  which  is  a  negled:  highly  criminal ;  efpe- 
cially  as  he  has  informed  the  Company,  in  his  letter 
fron-i  Benares,  "  that  he  has  promifed  the  Nabob 
^  that  he  will  not  abandon  him  to  the  chance  of  any 
^  other  mode  of  relation ;  and  moft  confidently  given 
him  affurance  of  the  ratification  and  confirmation  oi 
that  which  he  [the  faid  Haflings]  had  eitablifhed 
between  his  government  and  the  Company  :"  the 
faid  confident  ajjurance   being  given    to  an   agreement 

never 
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never  produced,  and  made  without  any  fort  of  autho- 
rity from  the  Court  of  Diredlors ;  an  agreement  pre-^ 
eluding,  on  the  one  hand,  the  operation  of  the  difcre- 
tion  of  his  matters  in  the  conduct  of  their  affairs ;  or, 
on  the  other,  fubjedting  them  to  the  hazard  of  an  im- 
putation on  their  faith,  by  breaking  an  engagement 
confidently  made  in  their  name,  though  without  their 
confent,  by  the  firft  officer  of  their  government. 

That  the  faid  Haftings,  farther  to  preclude  the  ope- 
ration of  fuch  difcretionary  conduct  in  the  adminiftra- 
tion  of  this  kingdom,  as  circumftances  might  call  for, 
has  informed  the  Directors,  that  he  has  gone  fo  far  as 
even  to  condition  the  exiilence  of  the  revenue  itfelf, 
with  the  exclufion  of  the  Company,  his  mailers,  from 
all  interference  whatfoever;  for  in  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Wheler,  dated  Benares,  20th  September  1784,  are 
the  following  words :  ^^  The  Aumils  [Collectors]  de- 
*^  manded  that  a  claufe  Ihould  be  inferred  in  their 
*^  engagements,  that  they  were  to  be  in  full  force  for 
*^  the  complete  term  of  their  leafes,  provided  that  no 
'^  foreign  authority  was  exercifed  over  them ;  or,  in 
^'  other  words,  that  their  engagements  were  to  ceafe 
*^  whenever  they  Jhould  he  interrupted  in  their  fun^ions 
*^  ly  the  interference  of  an  Englijh  agent.  This  requifi- 
**  tion  was  officially  notified  to  me  by  the  adiing  Mi- 
*^  nifter,  and  referred  to  me  in  form  by  the  Nabob 
^'  Vizier,  for  my  previous  confent  to  it  :  I  encouraged 
*'  it,  and  I  gave  my  confent  to  it."  And  the  faid 
Haftings  has  been  guilty  of  the  high  prefumption  to 
inform  his  faid  Matters,  that  he  has  taken  that  courfe 
to  compel  them  not  to  violate  the  aflurances  given  by- 
him  in  their  name  : — "  There  is  one  condition  [name- 
ly, the  above  condition]  which  effentially  connects  the 
confirmation  of  the  fettlement  itfelf  with  the  interejls 
of  the  Company.'* 


LXXVIII. 

That  the  faid  Warren  Hattings,  who  did  fhew  an 
indecent  dittrutt  of  the  Company's  faith,   did  endea- 
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T6ur,  before  tMt  time^  at  otl^ier  times,  namely,  in  his 
inflrudtions  to  the  Secret  Agent,  Major  Palmer,  dated 
the  6th  of  May  1782,  to  limit  the  confidence  to  be  re- 
pofed  in  the  Britiih  Government  to  the  duration  of  his 
own  power,  in  the  following  words,  in  the  5th  article  : 
^^  It  is  very  much  my  deSre  to  imprefs  the  Nabob  with 
^^  a  thorough  confidence  in  the  faith  and  juilice  of  our 
*^  Government;  that  is'  to  fay,  m  my  own,  while  I  am 
*^  at  the  head  of  it  ^  I  cannot  be  anfwerabk  for  the  ad:s 
^*  of  others  in^dependent  of  me/* 

That  the  faid'  Warren  Haftings  dad,  in  his  letter, 
dated  Benares,  the  ill  of  O^o-ber  1784,  to  the  Court 
of  Dirc£tors,  write,  '^  that  if  they  [the  Dired:ors]  ma- 
^^  nifefted  n(i>  fymptmis  ©f  an  tntended  interference,  the 
*^  objedis  of  his  engagements  will  be  obtained  ;  but  if 
^^  a  difFerent  policy  fhall  be  adopted;  if  new  agents 
*^'  are  fent  into  the  country,  and  armed  with  authority 
^^  for  the  purpofes  of  vengeance  or  corruption^  (for  i$ 
^«  no  other  will  they  be  affiled) ;  if  new  demands  are 
*^  made  on  the  Nabob  Yizier,  and  aceounts  overcharged 
*^  on  one  fide,  with  a  wide  latitude  taken  on  the  other, 
^^  to  fwell  his  debt  beyond'  the  means  of  payment ;  if 
political  dangers  are  portended,  to  ground  on  them 
the  plea  of  burdening  his  country  with  unneceflary 
*^  defences  and  enormous  fubiidies  ;  or  ify  even  abHain- 
^^  ing  from  dire^  encroachment  on  the  NahoFs  rights^ 
*^  your  government  fhall  fhew  but  a  degf'ee  of  perfonai 
*^  kindnefs  to  the  partizans  of  the  late  ufurpatiqn,  or  by 
any  conflrudtive  indication  of  partiality  and  diffatis- 
fadtion,  furnijio  grounds  for  the  expe5iation  of  an  ap-- 
preaching  change  of  fyflem  ; — I  am  forry  to  fay  that 
^*  all  my  labours  will  prove  abortive.'* 

LXXX. 

That  all  the  meafures  deprecated  in  future  by  the 
faid  Warren  Haflings,  with  a  reference  to  former  con- 
du6t,  in  his  feveral  letters  aforefaid,  being  (fo  far  as  the 
fame  are  intelligible)  £x  in  number,  have  been  all  o€ 
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thtm  tlie  proper  ads  and  meafures  of  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings  himfelf ;  for  he  did  himfelf  firfl  of  all  intro- 
duce, and  did  afterwards  continue  and  fupport,  that 
interference  (which  be  now  informs  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors **  is  ruinous  and  difreputable,   and  which   the 
**.  v^ry  Jympt'oms  of  an  intention  to  renew,  he  considers  in 
*^  the  higheft  degree  dangerous)  ;"  he  did  dired:,  with 
a  controliiog  and  abfolute  authority,  in  every  depart- 
ment of  government,  and  in  every  dillrid:  in  the  domi- 
nions  of   the  Nabob  of  Oude. — Secondly,  The  ap- 
pointment of  agents,  which  was  eminently  the  ad:  of 
his^  own  adminiftration  ;  he  not  only  retaining  many 
agents    in    the  country  of  Oude,  both    "  fecret  and 
"  avowed"  but  alfo  fending  fome  of  them,  in  deiiance 
to  the  orders  of  that  very  Court  of  Diredors,  to  whom, 
in  his  faid  letter  of  the  firfl  of  Odober  1784,  he  af- 
figns  ^^  vengeance  and   corruption''  as  the  only   mo- 
tives that  can  produce  fuch  appointments,  —  Thirdly, 
That  he  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  did  inflrud  one  of 
tlie  faid  agents,  and  did  charge  him,  upon  pain  of  *'  a 
*^  dreadful  rejpmfibility"   to    perform  fundry  ads  of 
violence  againfl    perfons   of  the   highef^   diHindion, 
and  nearefl  relation  to  the  Prince  ;  which  ads  were 
juflly  liable  to  the  imputation  of  *^  venge^Aice''  in  the 
execution,  and  which  he,  in  his  reply  to  the  defence  or 
Middleton  to  one  of  his  charges,  did  declare  to  be  liable 
to  the  fufpicion  of  "  corruption  in  the  relaxation."-— 
Fourthly,  That  he  did  raife  new  demands  on  the  Vizier, 
^^  and  overcharge  accounts  on  one  fide,  and  take  a  wide 
^'  latitude  on  the  other,"  by  fending  up  a  new,  and, 
before,  unheard-of  overcharge  of  four  hundred  thou- 
fand  pounds  and  upwards,  not  made  by  the  Refident, 
or  admitted  by  the  Vizier  ;  and  by  adding  the  fame, 
did  fwell  his  debt  "  beyond  the  m.eans  of  payment ;" 
and  did  even  infert,  as  the  ninth  article  of  his  charge 
againfl  Middleton,  ''  his  omitting  to  take  any  notice 
"  of  the  additional  balance  of  rupees  26,48,571,  flated 
*^  by  the   Accountant  General    to   be   due   from  the 
"  Vizier  on  the  30th  of  April  1780  ;"  to  which  he  did 
add  14  lacks  more,  making  together  the  above  fum.— 
Fifthly,  That  he  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  affign 
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political  dangers"  in  his  minute  of  the  13th  of  De- 
cember 1779,  for  burdening  the  faid  Nabob  of  Oude 
^'  with  unnecelTary  defences  and  enormous  fubfidies  ;" 
with  regard  to  which  he  then  declared,  that  ^'  it  was 
*'  our  part,  not  bis  (the  Nabob's)  to  judge  and  to  de^ 
^^  termine/^ — And  fixthly.  That  he  did  not  only  ihew 
the  deftgn,  but  the  fa^  of  perfonal  kindnefs  to  the  par- 
tizans  of  what  he  here  calls,  as  well  as  in  another  let- 
ter, and  in  one  minute  of  confultation,  a  "  late  ufur- 
*^  pation,'"  he  having  rewarded  the  principal  and  mfoft 
obnoxious  of  the  inftruments  of  the  faid  late  ufurpar 
tion  (if  fuch  it  was)  Richard  Johnfon,  Efquire,  with 
an  honourable  and  profitable  embafly  to  the  Court  of 
the  Nizam, 

LXXXL 

That  the  fai(i  Warren  |:Iafling^,  therefore,  by  aflun^? 
ing  an  authority  which  he  himfelf  did  coniider  as  an 
ujurpatipn,  and  by  adts,  in  virtpe  qf  that  ufurped  autho^ 
rity,  done  in  his  pwn  proper  perfon,  and  l)y  agents  ap- 
pointed by  himfelf,  and  proceeding  (though  with  fom^ 
mitigation,  for  which  one  of  them  was  by  him  cenfured 
and  accufed)  under  his  own  exprefs  and  politive  orders 
>^nd  inilrudtipns,  and  thereby  eilablifhirig,  as  hp  himfelf 
obferved,  ^^  a  fyflem  of  interference,  dilfreputable  an4 
ruinous,  which  coulc}  only  be  fubferyient  to  promote 
patronage,  private  interef]:,  private  embezzlement, 
corruption,  and  yepgeapce,''  to  the  public  detriment 
of  the  Compapy,  "  and  tq  the  ruip  of  a  once-flourifhing 
*^  nation,  and  eternally  reproachfpl  to  the  Britif^i 
"  name ;"  and  for  the  evil  effeds  of  which  fy^em,  "  as 
*'  his  fqle  and  ultimate  hope"  arid  remedy,  he  record- 
mends  an  eptire  abdication  for  ever,  not  only  of  al} 
power  and  authority,  but  even  of  the  interference  and 
influence  of  Great  Britain  ;  —-  is  guilty  of  an  high 
crime  and  mifdemeanor. 

LXXXIL 

That  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  his  letter  from 
Chunar  of  the  29th  of  November  1781/ has  repre- 

fented 
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feiited  that  very  influence  and  interference  (which  in 
three  public  papers  he  denominates  "  a  late  ujurpatiGn") 
as  being  authorized  by  a  regular  treaty  and  agreement, 
voluntarily  made  with  the  Nabob  himielf,  at  a  place 
called  Chunar,  on  the  19th  of  September  17S1,  a  copy 
of  which  hath  been  tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of  Di- 
red:ors ;  and  that  three  perfons  were  prefent  at  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  fame,  two  whereof  were  Middleton  and 
Johnfon,  his  agents  and  re(idents  at  Oude  ;  the  third, 
the  Miniiler  of  the  Nabob.  And  he  did,  in  his  paper 
written  to  the  Council  General,  and  tranfmitted  to  the 
Court  of  Dired:ors,  not  only  declare  that  the  faid  inter- 
ference w^as  agreed  to  by  the  faid  Nabob,  and  fcaled 
with  his  feal,  but  w^ould  be  highly  beneficial  to  him ; 
afluring  the  faid  Council,  "  that  if  the  Reiident  per- 
"  formed  his  duty,  in  the  execution  of  his  [the  faid 
''  Haftings's]  inftrudions,  the  Nabob's  part  of  the  en- 
*f  gagement  will  prove  of  Hill  greater  benefit  to  him 
^^  than  to  our  Government,  in  wdiofe  behalf  it  was  ex^ 
^^  adted ;  and  that  the  participation  w^hich  is  allowed 
"  our  Refident  in  the  infpe^tion  of  the  public  treafure, 
*'  will  fecure  the  receipt  of  the  Company's  demands, 
fV  whilft  the  influence  zvhich  our  Government  will  JL- 
«  T^ATS  pojfefs  over  the  public  rninifter  of  the  Nabobs 
5'  and  the  authority  of  our  ozvn^  will  be  an  effediual 
^^  means  of  fecuring  an  attentive  and  faithful  dilcharge 
*'  of  their  fcveral  trulls,  both  towards  the  Company 
5'  and  the  Vizier/' 

LXXXIII. 

And  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  not  only  fettle  a 
plan,  of  which  the  agency  and  interference  aforefaid  was 
a  part,  and  affert  the  beneficial  confequences  thereof,  but 
did  alfo  record,  that  the  fame  "  was  a  great  public 
*'  meafure,  conftituted  on  a  large  and  eflablifJoed  fyjlemy 
*^  and  deftrud:ive  in  its  inftant  effedis  of  the  intereil  and 
^^  fortune  of  many  patronifed  individuals;"  and,  in 
confequence  of  the  faid  treaty,  he  the  faid  Warren 
Haflings  did  authorize  and  pofitively  require  his  agent 
aforefaid  to  interfere  in,  and  control  and  regulate,  all  the 

Nabob's 
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NahoFs  affairs  whatfoever ;  and  the  faid  Warren  Hafl- 
ings  having  made  for  the  Company,  and  in  its  name, 
an  acquifition  of  power  and  authority,  even  if  it  had 
been  abufed  by  others,  he  ought  to  have  remedied  the 
abufe,  and  brought  the  guilty  to  condign  punifhment, 
inflead  of  making  another  treaty,  without  their  appro- 
bation, confent,  or  knowledge,  and  to  this  time  not 
communicated  to  them ;  by  which  it  appears  he  has. 
annulled  the  former  treaty,  and  the  authority  thereby 
acquired  to  the  Company,  as  a  grievance  and  ufurpa- 
tion ;  to  which,  from  the  general  corruption  of  their 
fervice,  no  other  remedy  could  be  applied  than  a  for- 
mal renunciation  of  their  power  and  influence;  foj: 
which  faid  ad:ings  and  doings  the  faid  Warren  Hall- 
ings  is  guilty  of  an  high  crime  and  mifdemeanor, 

LXXXIV. 

That  the  Company's  army  in  India  is  an  objeft  re- 
quiring the  moil  vigilant  and  conllant  infpedtion,  both 
to  the  happinefs  of  the  natives,  the  fecurity  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  power,  and  to  its  own  obedience  and  difcipline, 
does  require  that  infpedtion,  in  proportion  as  it  is  re- 
moved from  the  principal  feat  of  Government;  and 
the  number  and  difcipline  of  the  troops  kept  up  by  the 
native  Princes,  along  with  Britilh  troops,  is  alfo  of  great 
moment  and  importance  to  the  fame  ends  :  That  War- 
ren Haftings,  Efquire,  pretending  to  purfue  the  fame, 
did,  in  virtue  of  an  authority  acquired  by  the  treaty  of 
Chunar  afore  faid,  give  ftridt  orders,  and  to  which  he 
did  demand  a  mofl  implicit  ohediencCy  that  all  officers  of 
the  Nabob's  army  fhould  be  appointed  "  with  the  con- 
*'  currence  of  the  Rejident ;"  and  fuppofing  the  cafe,J:hat 
perfons  of  obnoxious  defcription,  or  of  known  difaffec- 
tion  to  the  Britifh  Government  (of  which  he  left  the 
Reiident  to  be  the  Judge)  he  did  difedt  in  the  follow- 
ing words  :  ^'  You  are  in  fuch  cafe  to  remonflrate 
^'  againft  it]^  and  if  the  Vizier  fliould  perfift  in  his 
*'  choice,  you  are  peremptorily,  and  in  my  name^  to  op- 
•'  pofe  it  as  a  breach  of  his  agreement ;"  and  he  did  alfo 
dired,  that  tlie  "  Mopti^na  [or  fold]ers  employed  for 

the 
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*'  the  coUeftion  of  revenue]  fhould  be  reformed,  and 
*^  reduced  into  one  corps  for  the  whole  fervice ;  and 
*^  that  no  infantry  fhould  be  left  in  the  Nabob's  fervice, 
*^  but  what  may  be  nccelTary  for  his  body  guard ;" — 
and  he  did  farther  order  and  dired:  as  follows  :  "  That 
^'  vpL  quelling  diflurbances,  the  Commander  of  the 
*'  forces  fhould  affift  you  [the  faid  Refidcnt]  on  the  re- 
*^  quiiition  of  the  Vizier,  communicated  through  you 
*^  to  him  [the  faid  Commander]  or  at  your  own  fingle 
*^  applieation.  It  is  directed,  that  the  regiment  ordered 
*^  for  the  immediate  prorediion  of  your  office  and  per- 
'^  fon,  at  Lucknow,  fhali  be  relieved  every  three 
months,  and  during  its  Itay  there  fhall  ad;  folely  and 
exclufively  under  your  orders."  And  it  appears,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  Companv's- correfpondence,  that  the 
country  troops,  under  the  Nabob's  fole  direction,  w^ould 
be  ill-difciplined  and  unferviceable,  if  not  worfe;  and 
therefore  the  faid  Warren  Hailings  did  order,  that  "  no 
:"  infantry  fhould  be  kept  in  his  fervice;"  yet  it  appears 
that  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  make  an  arrangement 
for  a  body  of  native  troops,  wholly  out  of  the  control 
or  infpedtion  of  the  Britifh  Government,  and  left  a 
written  order  in  the  hands  of  Major  Palmer  (one  of  his 
agents,  who  had  been  continued  there,  though  the 
Company  was  not  permitted  to  employ  any)  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  Colonel  Cumming,  as  foon  as  an  adequate 
force  fhall  be  provided  for  the  defence  of  the  'NaboFs 
frontier^  by  detachments  from  the  NahoFs  own  hatta- 
lionSy  the  faid  Colonel  Cumming's  forces,  whom  the 
others  were  to  fuperfede  and, replace,  coniiiling  wholly 
of  infantry,  and  which,  being  intended  for  the  fame 
fervice,  were  probably  of  the  fame  conftitution. 

LXXXV. 

That  the  old  brigade  of  Britifh  troops,  which  by 
treaty  was  to  remain,  had  been  dired:ed,  by  the  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  faid  Haftings  to  the  Refident  Middleton, 
and  to  the  Refident  Briftow,  "  not  to  be  emplcye.!  at 
the  requifition  of  the  Vizier,  any  otherwife  than 
through  the  Refident ;'  and.  the  faid  diredlion  was 

properly 


4S 


314  A  ?v  T  I  C  L  E     XVL 

properly  given,  it  not  being  fit  that  Britilh  troops 
iliould  be  under  the  fole  direction  of  foreign  indepen- 
dent Princes,  or  of  any  other  than  the  Britilh  Govern- 
mcDt;  yet,  notwithilanding  the  proper  and  necelTary 
direction  aforefaid,  he  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  hath 
left  the  faid  troops,  by  his  new  treaty,  without  any  local 
control,  or  even  infped:ionj  notwithftanding  his  powers 
under  the  treaty  of  Chunar,  and  his  own  repeated  or- 
ders; and  notwithftanding  the  mifchiefs  and  dangers 
which  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  did  forefee  would  re- 
fult  therefrom,  if  left  under  the  fole  direction  of  the 
Nabob,  and  their  own  difcretion,  the  faid  Haftings 
having  ftipulated  with  the  faid  Nabob  not  to  exercife 
any  authority,  or  even  influence, /^cr^/  or  avowed^  with- 
in his  dominions. 

LXXXVL 

That  the  crime  of  the  faid  Warren  Haftings,  in  at* 
tempting  thus  to  abandon  the  Britilh  army  to  the  fole 
difcretion  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  is  exceedingly  ag- 
gravated by  the  defcription  given  by  him  feverally  of 
the  faid  Nabob  of  Oude,  and  of  the  Britilh  army  fta- 
tioned  for  the  defence  of  his  dominions ;  in  his  letters 
to  the  Court  of  Directors,  and  in  his  minutes  of  con- 
fultation,  and  particularly  in  his  letter  of 

immediately  on  the  accellion  of  the 
Nabob,  he  did  inform  the  faid  Court,  "  that  the  Na- 
bob had  not,  by  all  accounts,  the  qualities  of  the 
head  or  heart  which  fitted  him  for  that  office,  though 
there  was  no  difpute  concerning  his  right  to  fuc^ 
ceed;"  and  fome  years  afterwards,  when  his  Accounts 
muft  have  been  rendered  more  certain,  he  did,  in  his 
minute  of  confultation,  of  the  15th  of  December  1779, 
(regularly  tranfmitted  to  the  Court  of  Directors)  upon 
a  difcuffion  for  withdrawing  certain  troops,  kept  up  in 
the  Nabob's  country  without  his  confent  by  him  the 
faid  Warren  Haftings,  ftrongly  urge  as  follows  :  "  The 
mcejfny  of  maintaining  the  influence  and  force  which 
we  poflefs  in  the  country,  that  the  diforders  of  his 
ftate  [the  Nabob  of  Oude's  ftate]  and  diflipation  of 

"  his 
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*^  his  revenues,  are  the  efFedts  of  his  own  conduct, 
^^  which  has  failed,  not  fo  much  from  the  ufual  cfFeds 
*'  of  incapacity,  as  from  the  deteitable  choice  he  has 
'-'  made  of  the  miniilers  of  his  power,  and  the  parti- 
«'  cipation  of  his  confidence.     I  forbear  to  expatiate 
*'  farther  on  his  charader :  it  is  fufHcient  that  I  am 
"  underflood  b)^  the  members  of  this  Board,  who  muft 
<^  know  the  truth  of  my  aUufions.     Mr.  Ftancis  [a 
"  member  of  the. Board]  furely  was  not  aware  of  the 
"  injury  he  did  me  [Warren  Haftings]  by  attributing 
"  to  the  fpirit  of  party  the  charadter  I  gave  Afuph  ul 
*^  Dowlah  [the  Nabob  of  Oude]  he  himfelf  knows  it 
*'  io  he  true-,  and  it  is  one  of  thofe  notorieties  which  Juper- 
*^  fede  the  necejfity  of  any  evidence,     I  was  forced  to  the 
**=  allufion  I  made ^  by  the  imputation  cajl  on  this  Govern- 
**  ment,  as  having  caujed  the  evils  which  prevail  in  the 
^*  Government  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude,  zvhich  I  could  only 
"  avjwer  ly  afcr thing  them  to  their  true  caufe^  the  charac- 
**  ter  and  condu^  of  the  Nabob  of  Oude''     And  the  Re*. 
iident  (appointed  by  the  faid  Haflings,  againil  the  orr 
ders  of  the  Court  of  Dired:ors)  as  his  particular  confi- 
dential reprefentative,  one  whom  the  faid  Nabob  did 
himfelf  requeil  might  be  continued'with  him,  ly  an  en-^ 
gagement  in  writings  for  ever,  did  fome  time  before,  that 
is,  on  the  3d  of  January  1779,  aifure  the  faid  Haftings 
and  the  Council  General,  '^  that  fuch  is  his  Excel- 
lency's [the  Nabob  of  Oude's]  difpofition,  and  fo 
entirely  has  he  loft  the  confidence  and  affedtions  of 
his  fubje6ls,  that  unlefs  fome  reftraint  is  impofed  on  ' 
him,  which  v^^ould  effedtually  fecure  thofe  who  live 
under  the  protedrion  of  his  government  from  vio- 
^'  lence  and  oppreftion,  I  am  but  too  well  convinced, 
^^  that  no  man  of  reputation  or  property  will  long  con- 
*^  tinue  in  thefe  provinces."     And  that  the  faid  Refi- 
dent  proceeds  to  an  inftance  of  oppreffion  and  rapine, 
*^  out  of  rdany  of  the  Nabob's,  which  has  caufed  a  total 
^'  difaffediion  and  want  of  confidence  among  his  fub- 
**  jedts  ;  he  hoped  the  Board  would  take  it  into  their 
*'  humane  connderation,  and  interpofe  their  influence^ 
*^  and  prevent  an  adt  which  would  inevitably  bring 
^*  difgrace  upon  himfelf,  and  a  proportionable  degree 

T  t  *^  of 
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"  of  diferedit  on  the  national  character  of  the  Engllffi^ 
^^  which  I  confider  to  Be  more  or  lefs  concerned  in: 
^^  every  ad:  of  his  adminiflration." 

LXXXYIT. 

That  no  exception  was  ever  taken  By  the  faid  War- 
ren Haftings  to  the  truth  of  the  fads,  or  to  the  juftnefs' 
©f  the  obfervation  of  the  faid  Relident,  which  he  did 
tranfmit  to  the  Court  of  Dirediors.  And  the  faid 
Warren  Haflings,  in  his  letter  from  Chunar,  dated  the 
29th  of  November  1781,.  fpeaking  of  the  rellraints 
which  had  been  put  by  him  the  faid  Haflings  on  the 
Nabobs  relative  to  his  own  Mootiana,,  or  forces  for  col- 
kdtion  and  police,  and  the  neceHity  of  giving  the  Refi* 
dent  a  control  in  the  nomination  of  the  officers  of  his 
army,  has  alTerted,  "  that  the  neceffity  of  the  referva- 
^■^  tion  arofe  from  a  too-well-known  d@fed:  in  the  Na- 
*'  bob's  charader ;  if  this  check  be  withdrawn,  and  the 
*^  choice  left  abfolutely  to  the  Nabob,  the  firfl  com» 
*'  mands  in  his  army  will  be  filled  with  the  moil  worths 
**  lefs  and  abandoned  of  his  fubjeds;  —  his  late  Com- 
*^  mander  in  Chief  is  a  fignal  and  fcandalous  inilance 
«  of  this/* 

EXXXVIIL. 

And  the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  his  letter  to  the- 
Court  of  Directors,  dated  Benares,  the  i^th  of  Odlo- 
ber  1784,  even  after  he  had  made  the  aforefaid  renun- 
ciation of  the  Company's  authority  and  influence  to  the 
Nabob,  did  v/rite,  *^  that  the  Nabob,  though  mofl 
gentle  in  his  manners,  and  endued  wdth  an  under- 
flanding  much  above  the  common  level,  has  been 
uvfoptimately  bred  v.p  in  habits  that  draw  his  attention 
*'  too  much  from  his  own  affairs,,  and  often  fubjedihim- 
*'  to  the  guidance  of  inftdious  and  unworthy  cofifidants%'^ 
-yvhich,  though  more  decently  expreffed,  with  regard 
to  the  Nabob,  than  in  his  former  minutes,  fubflantially 
agrees  with  them.  And  the  faid  Warren  Haflings  did 
inform  the  Court  of  Diredlors,  after  he  had  folemnly 
covenanted  to  withdraw  all  the  Company's  inJluence^ 

QVk 
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^n  the  affurances  and  promifes  of  a  perfsn  fo  by  him- 
felf  defcribed,  that,  for  reafons  grounded  on  his  know- 
ledge of  the  imbecility  of  the  charadier  of  the  Nabob, 
he  waited  in  a  frontier  town,  ^^  that  he   might  be  at 
"  hand  to  counterad:  any  attempt  to  defeat  the  effed: 
•'^^  of  his  proceedings  at  hMickuQw  ;'*  and  in  his  lett(?r 
to  Mr.'Wheler  from  the  fame  place,  he  did  wr^ite  in 
the  following  words  :  '-'  I  am  flill  near  enough  to  attend 
^^  to  the  firtl  effects  of  the  execution,  and  to  interfere 
•^^  with  my  influence  f©r  the  removal  of  any  obilruc- 
•^^  tions   to  w^hich  they  are   or  may   be    liable."     He 
therefore  found  that  there  was  none,  or  but  an.infuffi- 
cient  fecurity  tothe  effed  of  his  treaty,  but  in  his  own 
dired:  perfonal  violation  of  it.     What  other  wife  was 
-v/anting  in  the  fecurity  for  the  Nabob's  engagements, 
was  to  be  fupplied  as  fellows  :  ^  The  moft  refpedfable 
^*  perfons  of  his  family  will  be  employed  tocounteradt 
*^  every  other  which  may  tend  to  warp  him  from  it^ 
■*'  and  I  am.  forty  to  fay  that  Juch  ^affi fiance  was  ivanting,^* 
And  in  another  letteFj  ^'  that  he  had  equal  ground  to 
'^^  exped:  every  degree  of  fupport  which  could  be  given 
^'  it  by  xht  firft  chara5lers  of  bu family ^  who  are  warmly 
'"  and  zealoufly  interefted  in  it.^'     The  principal  male 
charadier  of  the  family,  and  of  the  moft  influence  in 
that  family,  being  Salar  7^^^^,  uncle  to  the  Nabob ,, 
and  the  firil  female  characters  of  the  family,  beino:  the 
cnother  and  grandmother   of  the  reigning  fovereign ; 
:all   of  whom,    male  and   female,  he  the  faid  Warren 
Haftings,  in  fundry  letters  of  his  own,  in  the  tranf- 
.miffion  of  various  official  documents,  and  even  in  affi- 
davits fludioufly  coUeded,  and  fworn  before  Sir  Elijah 
Impey  during  his  fhort  reildence  at  Lucknow  and  Be- 
;iares,  did  himfelf  reprefent  as  perfons  entirely  difaf- 
fedied  to  the  Engliffi  power  in  India,  as  having  been 
principal   promoters,   if   not  original  contrivers,  of  a 
general  rebellion  and  revolt,  for  the  utter  extirpation 
^f  the  Englifh  nation ;  and,  as  fuch,  he  the  faid  Warren 
Haflings  did  compel  the  Nabob    reludiantly  to  tak-e 
from  them  their  landed  eflates ;  and  yet  the  faid  War- 
ren Haflings  has  had  the  prefumption  to  attempt  to  im- 
pofe  oa  the   Eaft-India  Company,  by  pretending  to 

T  X.  z  place 
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place  his  reliance  on  thofe  three  perfons  for  a  fettle^ 
ment  favourable  to  the  Company's  interefls,  on  his  re- 
nunciation of  all  their  own  power,  authority,  and  in- 
fluence, and  on  his  leaving  their  army  to  the  fole  and 
uncontrolled  difcretion  of  a  liranger,  meriting,  in  his 
opinion,  the  defcription  given  by  him  as  aforefaid,  as 
ivell  as  by  him  frequently  afferted  to  be  politically  in- 
capable of  fupporting  his  own  power,  without  the  aid 
of  the  forces  of  the  Company.  And  the  ofence  of 
the  faid  Warren  Haflings,  in  abandoning  a  coniiderable 
-part  of  the  Britiih  army  in  the  manner  aforefaid,  is 
much  increafed  by  the  defcription  v/hich  he  has  himfelf 
given  of  the  ftate  of  the  faid  army,  and  particularly 
of  that  part  thereof  which  is  Rationed  in  the  Nabob  of 
Oude's  dominions.  For  he  did  himfelf,  on  the  zpth  of 
November  178 1,  tranfmit  the  information  following 
on  that  fubje(ft  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  namely, 
that  thp  remote  ftations  of  thofe  troops,  placing  the 
commanding  officers  beyond  the  notice  and  control 
of  the  Board  [the  Council  General]  at  Calcutta,  af- 
forded too  much  of  opportunity  and  temptation  foi* 
unwarrantable  emoluments,  and  excited  the  contagion  of 
feculation  and  rapacity  throughout  the  whole  army ;  a 
moll  remarkable  inilance,  and  uncontrovertible  proof 
of  the  prevalence  of  this  fpirit,  has  been  feen  in  the 
Court  Martial  upon  Captain  Erfkine,  where  the  Court, 
compofed  of  officers  of  rank  and  refpedtable  charac- 
ters, unanimoufly  and  honourably,  (moft  honourably) 
^'  upon  an  acknowledged  fadl:,  acquitted  him,  which, 
*'  in  times  of  flridier  difcipline,  would  have  been 
*'*  deeiTied  a  crimic  deferving  the  fevereft  punilhment." 
From  which  reprefentation  (if  the  faid  Warren  Haf- 
tings  did  not  falfely  and  unjuilly  accufe  and  flander  the 
Company's  fervice)  it  appeared,  that  the  peculation 
which  infedied  the  whole  army,  derived  from  the  taint 
which  it  had  in  Oude,  and  fo  fatal  to  the  difcipline  of 
the  troops,  would  be  dangeroufly  in,creafed  by  his  treaty 
and  agreernent  aforefaid  with  the  Nabob,  and  by  his 
own  faid  evil  couAf?!  tp  the  Court  of  Direcftors. 
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LXXXIX. 

That  it  appears^  after  the  faid  Warren  Haflhigs  had, 
on  grounds  fo  diigraceful  to  the  Britifh  nation  and  Gg- 
vernment,  agreed  to  remove  for  ever  the  Britifli  influ- 
ence and  interference  from  the  Government  of  Oude, 
on  account  of  the  diforders  in  the  faid  Government, 
folely  produced  by  his  own  criminal  acts  and  criminal 
connivances,  that  he  did  overturn  his  own  fettlement 
as  foon  as  he  had  made  it ;  and  did,  after  he  had  abo:- 
lilhed  the  Company's  Refidency  as  a  grievance,  wholly 
violate  his  own  folemn  agreement ;  for  he  did,  for  his 
private  purpofes,  continue  therein  his  own  private 
agent,  Major  Palmer,  with  a,  number  of  officers  and 
penlioners,  at  ^  charge  to  the  revenues  of  the  country 
greatly  exceeding  that  of  the  eftablilhm.ent  under  Mr, 
Briitpw_3  which  he  did  reprefent  as  frightfully  enor- 
juous,  and  v^hich  he  pretended  to  remove;  the  former 
amounting  tQ  112,9501.,  the  latter  only  to  64,202!, 

XC. 

That  his  own  fecret  agent.  Major  Palm_er,  did  re- 
ceive a  faJary  or  allowance  equal  to  22,800!.  a  year  out 
of  the  diftreifed  province  of  Oude  ;  and  this  the  faid 
Palmer  did  declare  not  to  be  more  than  he  abfolutelv 
did  really  and  bona  fide  fpend  ;  and  that  he  had  retrench- 
ed coniiderably  "  in  fome  of  the  articles,  fince  the  ex- 
^'  pence  has  been  borne  by  the  Vizier,  and  in  every 
^'  particular  he  made  as  little  parade  and  appearance  as 
«'  his  Nation  would  admit,'*  his  ilation  being  that  of 
the  faid  Warren  Hailings's  private  agent.  But  if  the 
faid  large  falary  muil  be  confidered  as  merely  equal  to 
the  expences,  large  fecret  emoluments  m^uft  be  pre- 
fumed  to  attend  it,  in  order  to  make  it  a  place  advan- 
tageous to  the  holder  thereof.  That  the  faid  Palmer 
did  apply  to  the  Board  at  Calcutta  for  a  new  authority 
to  continue  the  faid  eflablifhments,  he  conceiving  their 
continuance,  "  after  the  period  of  the  Governor  Gene- 
*^^  raKs  departure  J,  depended  upon  the  pleafure  of  tl%e 
"  Board,  and  not  upon  the  authority  of  the  Goverrior  Ge- 
^'  Twal^  under  thejan^lon  of  which  they,  were  eftahlifhed 
V  or  confiryjied,^^ 
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XCI. 

That  the  faid. Warren  Hailings,  in  order  to  ruin  the 
Reiident  Briilow,  and  to  juftify  himfelf  for  his  former 
proceedings  refpe^ling  him,  did  bring  before  the  Board 
a  r:  vv  charge  againft  him,  for  having  paid  a  large  efta- 
t"  ..mcr  of  offices  and  penfions  to  the  Company's  fer- 
'^.    :i:s  f  -he  revenues  of  Oude;  and  the  faid  Brif- 

ti     ,  ir    ^-<.^^ing%i5  defence  againfl  the  charge  aforer 
fiivL  plead,  that  he  had  found  all  the  allowances 

c     '       .:it  fil;.bllfaed  before  his  Jail  appointment  to  the 
I.^uCLiicy  J   (hut  they  had  grown  to  that  excels  in  the 
interval  between  his  Hiil  removal  by  the  faid  Warren 
Hafrings  and  his  re-appointment ;  and  having  adduced 
many  reafons  to  make  it  highly  improbable  that  the 
faid  Hailing?,  was perfecliy  well  acquiinted  with  it,  and 
did  ipprove  of  the  expenfive  eftablifnments  which  he 
the  faid  Bniiow  limply  had  paid,  but  not  impofed,  he 
did  alledge,  befides  the.  official  alfurances  of  his  prede- 
ccifor,  Middleton,  certain  fafts,  as  amounting  to  a  di* 
rede  proof  that  the  Governor  General,  Warren, ^Haf^ . 
tings^  was  not  averfe  to  the  Vizier's  granting  large  fa* 
laries  to  more  than  one  European  gentleman  ;  and  the 
fixR  inftance  v\'as  to  Mr.  Thomas,  a  furgeon,  who,  ex- 
cluiive  of  his   pay   from   the   Company,    which    was 
1440I.  a  year,  claimed  from  the  Vizier,  with  Mr.  Haf- 
tings's  knowledge,  the  fum  of  9763L  a  year,  and  up- 
wards,   making  together   11,2031.    per  annum.     The 
next  was  Mr.  Trevor  Wheler,  who  did  receive  upon 
the  fame  eftablifhment,  when  he  was  fourth  affiftant  at 
Oude,  6,oool.    a  year;  and  which  laft  fad:  the  faid 
Mailings  has  admitted  u^on  record,  '^  that  the  accu- 
f  fations  of  Mr.  Briflow  and  Mr»  Cowper,  did  ol?lige. 
"'^  and   compel  him   to   acknowledge,"  denying  at  the 
fame  time  that  the  allowance  of  the  Relidents  Middle- 
ton  and  Eriilow,  except  in  this  fingle  inilance,  were 
ever  authorifed   by  him ;  whereas  his  own  agent,  Pal- 
mer, did,  in  his  letter  of  the  27th  of  March   17^5, 
reprefent,  that  the  faid  falaries  and  allowances  (if  not 
more    and  larger)  were  by   hm^    authorifed  or  con- 
firmed, 
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That  the  afarefald  Briftovv,  did  alio  prc^duce  the 
following  letter,  in  proof  that  Mr.  Haflings  knew  and 
approved  of  large  falaries  to  Britifh  fubjetts  «pon  the 
revenues  of  Oude ;  and  which  he  did  declare,  that  no- 
thing but  the  neceflity  of  felf-defence  could  have  in- 
duced him  to  produce. 
*^  Dear  Brillow, 

^^  Sir  Eyre  Coote  has  fome  field  allowances  to  receive 
*^  from  the  Vizier;  they  amount  to  Sicca  rupees  15,554. 
**  per  month  ;  and  he  has  been  paid  up  by  the  Viz-ier 
*^  CO  the  20th  of  Auguft  1782.  The  Governor  has 
*^  directed  me  to  write  to  you,  to  requeft  vou  to  re- 
**  ceive  what  is  due  from  the  Vizier  from  the  20th  of 
*^  Auguft  lait,  at  the  rate  of  Lucknow  Sicca  rupees 
"  1 5,554  per  month,  and  fend  me  a  bill  for  the  amount, 
*'  the  receipt  of  which  I  will  acknowledge  in  the  ca- 
*^  pacity  of  Sir  Eyre  Coote's  attorney;  and  the  Gover- 
*^  nor  delires,  that  you  will  continue  to  receive  Sir 
*^  Eyre  Coote's  field  allowances  at  the  fame  rate,  and 
*^  remit  the  money  to  me  as  it  comes  in. 

'^  Calcutta,   January  ^o-        -i 

25,   1783-  '^    ^ 

CHARLES  CROFTES.'* 
XCIIL 

That  Sir  Eyre  Coote  aforefaid  was,  at  the  time  of 
the  faid  field  allowances,  not  ferving  in  the  country  of 
Oude,  on  which  the  faid  allowances  were  charged,  but 
in  the  Carnatic. 

XCIV. 

That  from  the  declaration  of  the  faid  Haftings  him- 
felf,  that  it  was  the  convidtion  of  Mr,  Briflow  and  Mr. 
Cowper,  that  could  alone  oblige  and  compel  him  to  ex- 
knowledge  certain  of  his  aforefaid  practices,  and  that 
nothing  hut  the  necejpjy  of  j elf  defence  could  have  in- 
duced Mr.  Briitow  to  make  public  another,  and  much 
fironger  initance  of  the  fame,  it  is  to  be  violently  prefu- 
med,  that  where  thefe  two,  or  either,  or  both,  neceffities 
did  not  exift,  many  evil  and  oppreffive  pradices  of  the 
faid  Haflings  do  remain  undifcovered.  That  if  it 
had  not  been  for  the  contells  between  him  the  faid 
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Haflings,  and  the  Rcfident  Briflow,  not  onl}^  the  before- 
mentioned  particulars,  but  the  whole  of  the  expeniive 
civil  eftabliiliments  for  Engliih  fervants  at  Oude,  would 
have  been  for  ever  concealed  from  the  Directors^  and 
from  Parliament ;  and  yet  the  faid  Mailings,  has  had 
the  audacity  to  pretend  fo  complete  an  ignorance  of 
the  fa&,  that,  rcprefenting  the  Vizier  as  objedling  to 
the  largenefs  of  the  payments  made  by  Briflow,  and 
Hating  a  very   reduced  lifl,  which   he  was  willing  to 
allow   for,  amounting   to  3O3O00I.    a    year,    the    faid 
Haftings  did  affect  to  be  alarmed  at  the  magnitude  even 
of  the  lifl   fo  curtailed,  exprefling  himfelf  as  follows, 
in  his  m.inute  of  the  7th  of  December  1784 —  "•'  For 
*^  my  own  part,  when  the   Vizier's  Minifler  firft  in- 
*'  formed  me,  that  the  amount  which  his  mafter  had 
*^  authorifed,  and  was  willing  to  admit,  for  the  charges 
*'  of  the  Refidency,  and  the  allowances  of  the  gentle- 
*'  men  at  Lucknow,  was  25,000  rupees  per  month,  I 
*^  own  I  was   ftartled  at  the  magnitude  of  the  fum, 
*^  and  was  fome  days  hefitating  in  my  mind,  whether 
*V  I  could  with  propriety  admit  of  it:"    whereas  he 
Well  knew,  that  the  three   fums  alone,  of  which  the 
neceilities  aforefaid  had  compelled  the  difcovery,  did 
greatly  exceed  that  fum,  of  which,  at  the  firll  hearing, 
he  affects  to  be  exceedingly  alarmed,  and  thrown  into 
a  Hate  of  hefitation,  which  continued  for  fome  days ; 
and  although  he,  the  faid  Haflings,  was  confcious  that 
he  had,  at  the  very  time,  authorifed  an  eflablifhment 
to  more  than  four  times  the  amount  thereof, 

xcv. 

That  in  the  faid  deceits,  prevarications,  contradic- 
tions, malicious  accufations,  fradulent  concealments, 
and  compelled  difcoveries,  a's  well  as  in  the  faid  fe- 
crer,  corrupt,  and  prodigal  difpofition  ot  the  revenues 
of  Oude,  as  well  as  his  breach  of  faith  to  the  Nabob, 
in  continuing  expenfive  eilablifhments,  under  a  private 
accent  of  his  own,  after  he  had  agreed  to  remove  the 
Company's  agent,  the  faid  Warren  Haftings  is  guilty 
of  an  hi2:h  offence  and  mifdemeanor.     - 
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